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Benbrook Mourns the Loss of Longtime City Councilmember
and Dedicated Volunteer

On Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020, a heart of gold
stopped beating. Ronald Joseph Sauma, loving
husband, father, grandfather, brother, cousin and
friend, joined his heavenly family at the age of 83
after fighting a long, hard battle with COVID-19.
Born on Aug. 2, 1937 in Brooklyn, New York
to parents, Rudolpho and Marguerite (Messreni)
Sauma (both deceased). He is survived by wife,
Marie; daughter, Donna Sauma (Brian) Hayden;
son, George Sauma; grandchildren, Anthony
Sauma, Madelyn Hayden; sister, Darlene Kalil;
and loving cousins.
Ron served as a Navy Radarman during the
Korean War aboard the destroyer, the USS
Johnston. Upon returning home, Ron married the
love of his life, Marie Moore in 1962 and have
shared their lives and dreams together for 58
years.
Ron worked for Miller Brewing Co. for 40
years, starting his career in New York, continuing
after moving to Texas. He was proud to be a brewery warehouse supervisor and when he saw someone drinking a beer he’d say, “I hope that’s a

Miller beer!”
After retiring, Ron remained busier than ever.
He became a member of 4PAWS, cooked hot dogs
for Trash Bash and Lions Club Chili Supper (he
believed no one cooked them better), served as
Assistant Director of the Benbrook Citizens on
Patrol, a member of the Benbrook Lions Club, a
volunteer at the Veteran’s Administration
Outpatient Clinic and the Cardiac Rehab Center of
Harris Hospital Downtown Fort Worth. Ron was a
recipient of the President’s Volunteer Service
Award for over 12,000+ hours and continued until
COVID-19 struck.
While volunteering with the afore mentioned,
Ron also served the people of Benbrook in Place 7
on the Benbrook City Council from 2001-2019,
not as a politician, but as an elected official
because, “A politician believes he knows best. An
elected official will listen to the people’s needs
and make them happen in ways that are best for all
of Benbrook’s citizens.”
Ron enjoyed frequent cruises to the Caribbean
with Marie, as well as annual family cruises. He
relished sitting on the ship balcony gazing out at
the sea and up at the stars. Ron also enjoyed
watching Westerns in his favorite chair, grinning
from ear-to-ear during his granddaughter’s dance
competitions, and testing his luck in the casinos,
and back in the day, hearing the pinging sound of
coins dropping into the bin.
Ron’s greatest joy was to be surrounded by his
loved ones and family came first, no matter what.
He always took great interest in his grandchildren
and was always there when they needed him; they
were his pride and joy. He was the best father a
daughter and son could hope for. He lived his life
by his elders’ teachings of love, wisdom, respect,
truth, integrity, strength and compassion.
Visitation was held Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2020 at
Winscott Road Funeral Home, 1001 Winscott Rd,

SUBSCRIBE

Benbrook, TX 76126 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Funeral service was held Wednesday, Aug. 12,
2020 at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church,
1201 S Cherry Lane in White Settlement. Ron will
be laid to rest at Dallas-Fort Worth National
Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, if you desire, the family
respectfully requests donations to the Gary Sinese
Foundation.

Benbrook Council
Accepts 2020
Certified Appraisal
Roll, Sets
Anticipated
Collection Rate

Benbrook City Council Action

By John English

The Benbrook city council meeting on Aug. 6
was again conducted via telephone conference.
Mayor Dittrich was the only council member present in person.
The meeting was called to order and began
with an opportunity for citizens to call in and comment on any agenda items. No calls were received.
The minutes from the regular meeting held on July
16 were then approved.
The meeting opened on a somber note, as
Dittrich explained that the reason flags were flown
at half-staff on Wednesday was because former
Benbrook city council- (continued on page 2)
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man Ron Sauma had passed away.
“He served on our council for 18 years and he
passed away yesterday from a battle with the
COVID virus,” Dittrich said. “I would like to
express my condolences as his personal friend and
fellow councilman for these 18 years. I'd like to
express my condolences to his family and wish
them well and hope that they can find peace and
be able to move on with their lives in the absence
of Ron. We are going to miss him very much. He
was a fixture in our community and a very fine
gentleman.”
There was then a presentation by the Mayor
and council members to accept the resignation of
Robert Wood, the Place 4 member of the
ZBA/Appeals Commission and determine the
method used to fill the vacancy. Council member
Jim Wilson made the motion to accept Wood's resignation and postpone any replacement until normal time frame for all of the boards' appointments.
The motion carried unanimously.
There was then a motion to adopt an ordinance
abandoning the existing Whitestone Golf Course
golf cart path easement located on the property
within Whitestone Heights Phase 2 and accept the
dedication of the new cart path tracts.
“The reason the developer is asking this
request is that the planning and zoning commission recently approved the Phase 2 portion of the
Whitestone Heights subdivision,” Assistant City
Manager Jim Hinderaker said. “The Phase 2
development has 58 residential lots, and in order
to accommodate those new residential lots and get
started on construction, they're needing to relocate
the cart path.” The motion carried unanimously.
The next item was a proposal to accept the
finance report for the period ending June 30, 2020.
City revenues for the month of June were
$744,243 with year-to-date revenues totaling
$18,755,517. City expenditures for the month of
June were $1,332,081 with year-to-date expenditures totaling $15,200,432, and a year-to-date
variance of $3,555,085. The finance report was
accepted unanimously.
Next was a motion for approval of the investment report for the quarter ending on June 30. In
the investment portfolio as of June 30, the City of
Benbrook had $20,968,485 and the EDC had
$5,070,249 invested for a total of $26,038,734.

The investment report was accepted unanimously.
The final motion of the evening was to propose acceptance of the 2020 certified appraisal
roll, set the anticipated collection rate, appoint an
officer to calculate the No-New-Revenue tax rate,
a Voter-Approval tax rate, and enter tax data in the
www.tarranttaxinfo.com portal.
City staff recommended that the city council
set the maximum proposed property tax rate at the
Voter-Approval rate of $0.623936, with the stipulation that the final adopted rate may be lower, but
not higher than that amount.
Staff further recommended that the city council set 100 percent as the anticipated property tax
collection rate for fiscal year 2020-21, appoint the
Finance Director to calculate and publish the NoNew-Revenue tax rate and the Voter-Approval tax
rate and enter the tax date in the www.tarranttaxinfo.com portal and take a roll call vote to increase

1000 McKinley St.
Benbrook, 76126
817-528-5317

www.benbrooknursing.com

property tax revenue.
“Just to put a fine point on it, we will actually
be lowering the overall rate from last year, is that
a correct statement?” councilman Dustin Phillips
asked. Phillips was informed that was correct. The
motion carried unanimously.
There were no informal citizen comments.
During the council member and staff comments, Dr. Larry Marshall reiterated Mayor
Dittrich's sentiments from the beginning of the
meeting.“I just want to let the citizens of
Benbrook know that this is one of the greatest
ambassadors we have had for our city,” Marshall
said. “His influence outside of our city will be
sorely missed.” Wilson also stated his appreciation
for the contributions Sauma made to the City of
Benbrook over the years.
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Player Feature: Benbrook
MHS Senior, Kayla Gerik
From the Sports Desk with John English

Kayla Gerik emerged as an effective and
versatile player for the
Benbrook volleyball
team last season, and
coach Frances Davies
said this season, she
will need that more than
ever.
The Lady Cats were
hit hard by graduation
last season, and Davies
said Gerik's leadership
will be important to any
success Benbrook may
enjoy.
“With us rebuilding, I’m in need of serious leadership, and Kayla is ready
to step in and pick up where the previous seniors left off,” Davies said. “I’m
happy to hand over that role to her. She is easily one of the hardest workers
in the entire program, and her work ethic is starting to rub off on the younger
ones, making it easy for me to give her a captain’s position. I know that she
will represent Benbrook beautifully and is ready for the responsibility of
leading the team. She will be a very big asset for us this season.”
Davies said Gerik came into her own last season, helping lead the team
to a second place finish in district and an area round appearance in the postseason.
“Kayla definitely had her breakout season this past year. She really
stepped up and became one of those renaissance players that I could easily
use anywhere. I could trust her to produce from any position, which will be
a huge benefit to us this year,” Davies said.
An all-district and academic all-district selection in 2019, Gerik said she
is impressed with what she has seen from her younger teammates moving up
this season.
“We had three strong players graduate last year, but we’ve had a lot of
new talent added to help fill those gaps and energize the team,” Gerik said.
The Benbrook senior said she learned a lot from last season's graduating
class and said she is taking what she learned into this season with a couple
of objectives in mind.
“I hope to have a serious and competitive season while also having fun
and to continue to get better every time we step on the court,” Gerik said. “I
personally want to
enhance my volleyball
skills physically and
mentally this season
and hopefully end up
with a scholarship.”
Gerik, 17, said she
believes Benbrook can
15 Express tenders
Any regular
“definitely” earn a posttwo family side
side item
season berth and said
items
that would be very spe$1 + tax
$21.99 + tax
cial for her team.
w/this ad
w/this ad
“A guaranteed playoff spot would mean
900 5 Ben b ro ok Blvd . 8 17 - 2 49 - 6 39 0
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that at the start of the season we saw our goal and were determined to reach
it the second we stepped on the court together,” Gerik said.
Davies said the Lady Cats did not get an off due to COVID-19, but said
the team has been getting in some virtual workouts.
“Kayla was one of the girls that lead the virtual workouts, helped with
the demo videos, and held her team accountable,” Davies said. “Over summer, she worked a lot on just fine tuning her skills as well as making sure that
her teammates were continuing to play, whether it was sand, or going to clinics.”
Davies said her team is taking every precaution necessary to stay safe
during the pandemic.
“With pre-season starting this past Monday (Aug. 3) our practices look
very different. Masks, hand sanitizers, social distancing while playing a team
sport, all these things could be seen as an inconvenience,” Davies said.
“However, I think it’s actually helping us work on our mental strength and
self-discipline. They know there is zero room for mistakes so it’s really
focusing them over all in my opinion.”
Gerik's Favorites
Favorite Athlete: Victoria Garrick
Favorite Sports Team: TCU Horned Frogs
Favorite Food: avocado toast with eggs
Favorite Movies: “Grown Ups 1 & 2”
Favorite TV Show: The Vampire Diaries
Book Currently Reading: “Sorry, not Sorry” by Sophie Ranald
Favorite Musical Group or Performer: Luke Combs

Help Your Customers Find You
The City of Benbrook's new ZoomBusiness
website makes it easy for prospective customers
to quickly find your business. It's easy to
add your listing and the service is FREE.
To get started, visit benbrookedc.com.

First 50 businesses to list will be entered in a drawing to win
a $50 gift card. Available to Benbrook businesses only.
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Obituary

Linda Plymire Stanley

Linda Stanley, 67, of Fort Worth,
was called home on Aug. 4, 2020 after a
short fight with cancer and is now resting peacefully in the loving arms of
Jesus.
Linda was a devoted mother, grandmother and friend. She spent many
years taking care of those around her
and working with special needs students
as both a classroom aide and bus aide.
Linda loved reading, researching
genealogy, connecting with friends,
Southern Gospel music, playing with

her granddaughter and tending to her flowers.
She spent many years dedicated to the church as a Sunday School teacher, choir
member, and women’s ministry leader of Sanctuary of Praise Assembly of God.
Linda was preceded in death by her parents, Lavon and Marie Plymire.
She leaves behind to cherish her memories her son, Richard Stanley; daughters,
Amber Stanley, Natalie Taylor, Karen May and husband Matthew May; brothers,
Gary and Gene Plymire; granddaughter, McKenzie Rose May; as well as many
other beloved family members and friends.

Socially Distanced Trash Bash
Scheduled for Sept. 19
From the City of Benbrook

The City of Benbrook’s 28th Annual Trash Bash will look a little different this
year. Volunteers are invited to pick up litter in their own neighborhood (or other
location of choice) between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 19.
Groups are limited to 10 people or fewer and will need to choose their cleanup
location prior to registration. Each registered volunteer will receive his or her own
supply bag, which will include a pair of gloves, two trash bags, a safety vest, water,
and hand sanitizer wipes. Supply bags will be available for pickup at the Benbrook
Senior Citizen Center, 1010 Mercedes Street, from 5 to 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 18,
and 8 to 10 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 19. For public health reasons, only one group
representative will be allowed to pick up the bag. All participants will be expected
to follow State and local guidelines about wearing masks and social distancing during the pickup and on the day of the event.
To register or get more information, please email Amanda Valdez,
avaldez@benbrook-tx.gov. All groups must complete a Release Form in advance. It
can be emailed to them or they can download it from the City website. The deadline
to register is 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 11.

JAMES D. SCHULL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Get on the path to
conserving water.
From the Trinity River to the Trinity Trails, water
is one of our most valuable resources. To help
keep North Texas thriving, consider these water
conservation tips. Water your lawn deeply and
infrequently. Make sure sprinklers are in working
order and that they’re watering the lawn, not
the concrete. Water only after 6 p.m. and before
10 a.m., when it’s not as hot. Do your part to help
keep Texas water on tap because water is awesome.
Use it. Enjoy it. Just don’t waste it.

Probate Law

Personal Injury

Business/Corporate Law
Wills and Trusts
Civil Litigation
Collections

Criminal Law

LAW OFFICE: (817) 249-5300

www.jamesdschull.com

FAX: (817) 249-5312

8507 HIGHWAY 377 S., SUITE F
BENBROOK, TEXAS 76126

jschull1@sbcglobal.net

Visit WaterIsAwesome.com
to learn ways to water wiser.
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www.youravon.com/rlittle3599
Join Avon for FREE! Earn up to
$3,250 in 4 months!
Hurry, expires:
August 31st.
Go to www.startavon.com
Enter Advisor Code: rlittle3599
BEAUTY/HEALTH

A/C HEATING

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” Warranty on all parts and labor •
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges.
Senior & Military discounts. 100%
Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563COOL(2665) TACLB26642
CITIVIEW HEAT/AIR CONDITIONING Repair, Replacements.
Veteran & Snr. discounts. citiviewplumbing.com
817-789-0112
TACLB16985E
CENTURY AIR
CONDITIONING

A/C Tune up $59.00. Free Estimates on
Replacements. Best Price Guaranteed.
Experienced Technicians. All work Guaranteed,
No Gimmicks. Residential & Commercial.

817-244-5567 TACLA022067

Lock in your rates!
Sept. will start
New rates!
call 817-246-2473
FENCING

K and K

Fencing LLC.
Privacy, Chain link,
Wrought Iron
Residential or
Commercial.

817-219-0649

Call Us Today with
your ADS!
817-246-2473
ONLINE:
www.suburbannewspapers.com
EMAIL:
suburbannews
@sbcglobal.net

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial
Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn

(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302

CONCRETE

Call Now to lock in
your rate! Prices
Going Up in Sept.
Send to:
ca.suburbannews
@sbcglobal.net

DOMESTICS

Maid N A Bottle

Light Move in or move out cleaning, make
ready’s 18+yrs.exp. Pet Sitting serv. avail also.
Call 817-770-1121 Lv. msg. No Text please.

CARR’S REMODELING
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks,
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures.
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions &
carports. 30 yrs. Exp. Insured. 817-9956968.
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Roofing • Remodeling • Tile • Plumbing

Bill Blankenship Contracting

817-831-4000 817-925-8885

#M8479 A+ BBB rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com
Website; billblankenshipcontracting.net

ELECTRIC

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC For All
of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No
Job is too Small! Located in White
Settlement & will serve the surrounding
areas. Fair Prices! TECL 25541 John
Morton 817-771-6356

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
We do Floors, kitchens, bathrooms,
stonework, laminate, decks, showers &
painting. Call Clay 817-885-0316.
REMODELING SERVICE
“Residential & Commercial”
EMPLOYMENT / JOBS AVAILABLE
Bill Blankenship Contracting
817-831-4000
S OCIAL D ISTANCE M ARKETING
817-925-8885 lic.# M8479 A+BBB Rated.
contractingblankenship@outlook.com
Would An Extra $100+ Per Day Make
website; billblankenshipcontracting.net
Your Life Better? Simply
PAINTING SERVICES
Call (858)901-4066 and Visit
www.EverybodyNetworks.com
TURNER PAINTING
Interior, Exterior, Faux finishing, Tape,
NOW HIRING Penske Logistics
Bed, Texturing, Acoustic removal,
seeks warehouse associates-order selectors to
Drywall repair, Tile work & flooring.
support our essential food warehouse operations
in Keller, TX. Warehouse positions include
Michael 817-406-6644
order selectors for the day and night shifts startJeff's Painting & Handyman
ing at $17.48 per hour in the first year, PLUS
Services:
earn $3.00 - $10.00 per hour performance bonus
AND guaranteed annual raises!. Interviews are
No contact needed. Following social
being conducted via phone and following social
distancing guidelines. Free Estimates.
distancing protocols. If you have 1 year experiDoing Exterior work at this time.
ence warehousing or material-handling (817)262-9389
Apply Today! 833-320-1270
“RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL”
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Repairs
Handyman Services
Bill Blankenship
Minor Plumbing, Electrical &
817-831-4000 or 817-925-8885
Carpentry
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

“One Call Does It All”

30+ yrs. exp. in all Home Repairs

817-975-4848 or 817-560-4116
Display Ads are 50% off of 2019 rates.
Ends Sept 1, 2020
Go to: suburban-newspapers.com online call 817-246-2473 - email at
suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

lic.# M8479 A+BBB Rated.
website; contractingblankenship@outlook.com
website; billblankenshipcontracting.net

H AY W O O D
PA I N T I N G

Interior & Exterior.
Remove popcorn, wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est.
Call

817-454-6489

Call Today To Put Your Ad
In Our Online Papers!
Display Ads or word Ads.
suburban-newspapers.com
or

817-246-2473
email ca.suburbannews@sbcglobal.ne
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PLUMBING

PLUMBING BY RICHARD
Master Plumber Lic.#M15853.*Repairs
*Drains Cleared *Slab Leaks *Water
Heaters Remodels, 45yrs. exp. Cards
Accepted 817-907-0472
CITIVIEW PLUMBING, A/C.
Unclog sinks & sewers. Tankless water
heaters, all repairs. Veteran & Senior
discounts 817-789-0112 M38523
citiviewplumbing.com

LONNIE BRAVO
PLUMBING Drain cleaning, slab
leaks, electronic locate & repair. Sewer
repair, gas test, tankless water heaters,
bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817715-6747 M3881

ROOFING

ROOFING SERVIC-

KEN TUCKER

Roofing & Construction
RO O FI N G S PECI ALI S T !

60yrs. exp. INS. Claims,
Free Estimates & Inspections

817-625-2756
with-in metroplex

office@KenTuckerRoofing.com

817-831-4000
817-925-8885

Insurance Claims A+BBB Rated
lic.# M8479 contractingblankenship@outlook.com
website; billblankenshipcontracting.net

Interesting:

Mary’s violet eyes make John stay up nights period
Moon, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
Neptune & Pluto (constellations order & a help to remember)

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS

Insured For Your Protection
• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding
• Systematic Tree Feeding
Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Tree
Service

Benbrooks
#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Our service includes:
• Large Tree Experts
Full Tree Service
• Stump Removal

817-249-YARD(9273)

www.c3lawnandtree.com
Fully Insured

Garage Apt.
1/bedroom 1/bath, No
Pets. Must have stable
Income & rental history. $800/mo. plus
$400/dep. plus Utilities
817-329-1370 Ask for

Dave.

SPRINKLER/IRRG.

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp.
We do it All!
817-480-8465
lic #4543
TILE & FLOORS

BATHROOMS, KITCHENS
SHOWERS, FLOORS
Bill Blankenship
817-831-4000
817-925-8885

ROOFING SERVICES

BILL BLANKENSHIP

REAL ESTATE

Insurance Claims A+BBB Rated
lic.# M8479 contractingblankenship@outlook.com
website; billblankenshipcontracting.net

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No
job too Big/Small Sr. Discounts 817793-9096
Expert Takedowns

• Trimming
• Hauloffs
• Stump Removal
Lic. & Insured

• Fire Wood

817-371-8597

I MOW 4 YOU

Lawn care &
prune bushes.
20 yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates
for Scheduled
Seasonal Lawn mowing.

817- 988- 2249

Advanced Tree
Service
817-249-8733

For Discount
Mention This Ad!

• Big Tree Removal • Perfection Trimming • Debris Removal
• Stump Grinding • Shrub Trimming • Fire Wood • Senior
Discount

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED • WWW.NORTHTEXASTREE.COM

EMPLOYMENT/ JOBS

URGENT
Home Attendant Services - White Settlement, Texas

Friendship Home Health Agency is looking for home attendants to help with activities of daily living (ADL) for a
client in White Settlement, Fort Worth area, with 18 hours
over 4 days. The employee has to be 18 years or older,
dependable, honest, has a means of transportation and willing to do the work. A background check will be run before
the employee can meet the client. We need someone to start
as soon as possible.
Compensation: Pay rate is $9.00 per hour
Employment type: part-time
Please respond if interested by calling (972) 891-5571 or
emailing us at friendship@callmedllc.com.

We Do It All!
SERVICES PROVIDED

Remodeling for; Bathrooms, Kitchens, Floors,
Windows, Painting ext. & interior and
Experienced Roofing Specialist.
Insurance Claims, Free Inspections.

Licensed Local Business 32 yrs.

ECE Construction LLC

cell 817-615-7164 office 817-831-2600

Three Day
Weekend Forecast
Friday, Aug. 14:

AM - Sunny and hot, with a high
near 100. South wind around
10mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low
around 78.

Saturday, Aug. 15:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high
near 97.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low
around 76.

Sunday, Aug. 16:

AM - Sunny with a high near 96.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low
around 78.
Extended Forecast:
https://forecast.weather.gov

Call Today To Put Your Ad In Our Online Papers! Display Ads or word Ads. suburban-newspapers.com or 817-246-2473

