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From the Sports Desk with John English 

BMHS Hoops Surge:  
Bobcats Roll Past  
Abilene Cooper

From Benbrook News Staff Writers 

Benbrook Kicks Off Holiday 
Season With Photos With 

Santa, Annual Tree Lighting

Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt 

Benbrook Cemetery to Join 
Wreaths Across America in 

First-Year Tribute to Veterans

     The Benbrook boy's basketball team earned a big win just before 
the start of the Thanksgiving break when they defeated Abilene 
Cooper by a score of 71-56. 

     The City of Benbrook will launch its holiday festivities this 
weekend with the return of Pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus and 
Benbrook’s 34th Annual Tree Lighting and Fireworks Show. 
     Families can visit the Benbrook YMCA on Friday, Dec. 5, from 
6 to 8 p.m. for photos with Mr. and Mrs. Claus. The event includes 
refreshments and reindeer-themed games. Photos cost $5, with all 
proceeds benefiting The Spirit of Christmas, a program that sup-
ports Benbrook families in need during the holiday season.  
     For more information, residents may contact the Benbrook Fire 
Department at 817-249-1727. 
     The celebrations continue Saturday, Dec. 6, at Dutch Branch 
Park behind the Benbrook Community Center YMCA, 1899 Win-
scott Road, where the city will host its annual Christmas tree light-
ing and fireworks show. The free event begins at 7 p.m. and features 
a festive entrance by Mr. and Mrs. Claus on a fire truck, an old-
fashioned sleigh for photos, and hot cocoa available for purchase. 
City officials encourage residents to bundle up, bring family and 
friends, and enjoy one of Benbrook’s longest-running holiday tra-
ditions.

     Wreaths Across America, a national nonprofit founded to honor 
U.S. veterans, continues its year-round mission to Remember the 
Fallen, Honor those who serve and Teach future generations about 
the value of freedom. The organization coordinates wreath-laying 
ceremonies each December at cemeteries across the country, en-
suring the service and sacrifice of veterans are never forgotten. 
     This year’s theme, “Keep Moving Forward,” is inspired by the 
final words of U.S. Army Capt. Joshua Byers, who was killed in 
action. The message reflects resilience and the ongoing commit-
ment to honor veterans and their families. 
     More than 5,200 locations nationwide will participate in the 
2025 remembrance event. Benbrook Cemetery will join for the first 
time, thanks to the efforts of three volunteers from VFW Post 
10429: Co-Location Coordinator Jamie Bengford, Location Co-
ordinator Kelly Sears and Auxiliary Member Martin Gutierrez. 
Their extensive research expanded the known number of veteran 
graves from an initial 154 to 223. 

     Co-Location Coordinator/Community Liaison Jamie Bengford, 
Location Coordinator Kelly Sears and Volunteer/Auxiliary Member 
Martin Gutierrez.

(continued on page 5) (continued on page 3)

Benbrook City Council Meets Tonight! 
7 pm • City Hall • 911 Winscott Rd. 

Click Here to View Dec. 4 Meeting Agenda

https://suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.ci.benbrook.tx.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_12042025-793?html=true
http://www.ci.benbrook.tx.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_12042025-793?html=true
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TREE SERVICE 

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Chad s Tree ServicePRECISION AIRE & HEAT 
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor • Up-front pricing. No 
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts. 
100% Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665) 
TACLB26642 
 

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job 
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will 
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 

AIR & HEATING

ELECTRIC SERVICES

In-Home
Service

817-244-5404

Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance Sale!
Appliance Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

W O W !W O W !
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

I  MOW 4 YOUI MOW 4 YOU
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!   

Free EstimatesFree Estimates W/Scheduled Work! W/Scheduled Work! 
817-988-2249

 
HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 

We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. 
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, 
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars 

& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028 
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. 

Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains 
lines cleared, Fencing & power washing, reason-
able rates. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339 

 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper, 
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over 
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water 

heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS. 
 WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN

PAINTING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf 
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr. 
Disc. 817-793-9096.

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

Suburban Newspapers, Inc.  
~ Veteran Owned ~  

 Publishers of the Benbrook News, River Oaks News and 
White Settlement Bomber News 

Boyden Underwood, Publisher: publisher@suburban-newspapers.com 
Emily Moxley, Editor: suburbannews@sbcglobal.net 

7820 Wyatt Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76108   
suburban-newspapers.com 

    These newspapers are published and delivered digitally every Thursday. 
    Deadlines are Friday at 4 p.m., prior to the following Thursday’s edition. 
    The publisher/editor reserves the right to reject or edit all copy submitted for 
publication. Advertising and Letters to the Editor do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions, editorial policies or beliefs of the Publisher, Managing Editor or staff 
of Suburban Newspapers, Inc. 
    • All Letters to the Editor  must not be over 250 words, and include the author’s 
name, address and phone number. Only the name will be included. 
    • Engagement Announcements must be published four weeks prior to the 
wedding. Wedding Announcements have a 350 word limit. Anniversaries are 
limited to 150 words. 
    • Obituaries are limited to 250 words and cost $100. 
    Mistakes in stories or ads must be reported by Friday at 4 p.m. following Thurs-
day’s edition for corrections. Payment for advertising is due by 10 a.m. Monday.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

call for an Appointment 
817-945-comp(2667) 

or 817-437-8580

Virus Removal & Upgrades, 
Office Furn. 

Fax & Copy Services 
Toner Cartridges 

A+, Network+ Certified

COMPUTERS

Mr.  Sweeps 
Chimney Cleaning 

Special!
$10 OFF 

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning 
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com  817-692-5624

SERVICES PROVIDED

SSUU BBSS CC RR II BB EE     
ff oo rr   ff rr ee ee !!     

CC LL II CC KK  HH EE RR EE !!

http://www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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Sports Desk (continued from page 1)

     Coach Blake Mendez said while his team struggled early on, he 
was pleased with how the Bobcats rallied to earn a nice victory. 
     “We started slow and Cooper did a great job shooting the ball, 
especially from three,”Mendez said. “We went into halftime down 
by two, but we knew we could play better. We made some adjust-
ments defensively that made it tough for Cooper to get to the 
bucket, and our guys found their confidence in the second half and 
we were able to pull away.” 
     Mendez said said he had two especially strong efforts in the 
game against the Cougars. 
     “Brennan Barton was great on both ends,” Mendez said. “He 
ended with 26 points,” but his energy was what sparked us. And 
Jayden Bradshaw was an absolute beast defensively. He is so long 
and athletic, blocking and contesting shots, he was a difference 
maker. 
     With the first two weeks of the season under their belt, the Bob-
cats were sitting at 2-2 heading into Tuesday night's game against 
South Hills. 
     Mendez he is happy with what he has seen from his team to this 
point, but said there is room for improvement. 
     “I love the way we have competed,” Mendez said. “But we are 
still working to get our team fully healthy. Our guys that played 
football have only been back for a couple of games and we are get-
ting some guys back from injury soon. I think that’s when we will 
really be able to reach our full potential.” 

Ginger Brown’sGinger Brown’s

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!

Old Tyme Restaurant & Bakery

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135
817-237-2114

Open 7 Days a Week! 
 Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3 pm 

4902 US-377,  
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
817-244-1372

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3pm 

4705 River Oaks Blvd,  
Fort Worth, TX 76114 

817-378-9262

From the Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Benbrook Dam’s Completion 
Marked a Major Milestone in 

Flood-Control Efforts

     The Benbrook Lake project, a major post-war infrastructure ini-
tiative by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Fort Worth 
District, was officially concluded in December 1950 when con-
struction on the dam was completed.  
     Work began in May 1947 after approval from Congress under 
the River and Harbor Act of 1945, part of a regional plan to control 
flooding along the Trinity River Basin.  
     The dam, a rolled-earth embankment spanning 9,130 feet in 
length and rising 130 feet from streambed to crest, includes a con-
crete spillway and controlled outlet works designed to manage both 
floodwaters and routine flows.  
     Water impoundment commenced on Sept. 29, 1952, marking 
the beginning of full operational use. Since then, the reservoir has 
served multiple purposes including flood risk management, water 
conservation, recreation and regional water supply.  
     The creation of Benbrook Lake required significant community 
adjustments, railroads, roads, bridges, utility lines and even several 
cemeteries were relocated to accommodate the reservoir.  
     Today, the project remains a critical part of the metropolitan 
area’s water-management and flood-control infrastructure.

 
     On the girl's side, 
the Lady Cats halted 
a 3-game losing 
streak just before the 
Thanksgiving break 
against Lake Worth 
with a 47-41 victory. 
     Benbrook im-
proved it's season 
record to 4-4 with the 
win over the Lady 
Frogs.

VFW Post 5617

Public Welcome! 
Saturday, Dec. 13  
10 to 11:30am 

580 S. Cherry Lane,  
White Settlement 76108 

817-246-0891

Pancakes With Santa 
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     A heartfelt tribute to military service 
took center stage this Veterans Day as the 
Mary Isham Keith Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution honored area 
veterans with a ceremony filled with grat-
itude, recognition and a symbolic gift of 
comfort. 
     Honorary Regent Charlsey Holler deliv-
ered a program titled “Quilts of Valor, 
Wrapped in Love,” sharing the mission of 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation, which pro-
vides handmade quilts to service members 
and veterans affected by war.  
     Holler then presented one of her own 
creations to Master Sgt. (Ret.) Scott Hodge, 
wrapping the quilt around him in a gesture 
meant to reflect the nation’s appreciation for 
his service. Hodge attended alongside his 
wife, chapter member Karla Hodge. 
     Fourteen veterans were recognized individually during the cer-
emony. Regent Patricia Sinclair presented each with a certificate 
of appreciation, while Second Vice Regent Laura Tauzel honored 
them with veteran pins. Those recognized included: Greg Akin 
(Army), Robin Akin (Army), William Guy Craig (Air Force), 
Thomas L. Crump (Army), Robert Cushman (Air Force), Chris-
topher Gray (Air Force), Cynthia Gray (Air Force), Scott Hodge 
(Air Force), Rick Irving (Army), Lesley Pinckard-Maxwell 
(Navy), Mark T. Maxwell (Navy), Dawn Needles (Army) and Kurt 
Tauzel (Air Force). 
     Air Force veteran Jim Hanlon was also honored in absentia. 
     In addition to the ceremony, members collected donations of 
snacks, hygiene items and T-shirts for Liberty House, a 30-bed 
transitional facility that supports homeless male veterans working 
toward recovery and stability. The organization provides a struc-
tured, drug-free environment for veterans facing substance abuse, 
mental health challenges or housing insecurity 
     The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution is 
a non-political women’s service organization for those who can 
trace ancestry to individuals who aided the fight for American in-
dependence. Those interested in membership may email mikre-
gent2025@gmail.com  for more information.

     Pictured are: Honorary Regent Charlsey Holler, Scott and Karla 
Hodge.

     Pictured at the ceremony are: (front, l-r) Greg Akin, Robin Akin, William Guy Craig, 
Thomas L. Crump, Cynthia Gray, Rick Irving; (back) Mark T. Maxwell, Robert Cushman, 
Christopher Gray, Scott Hodge, Lesley Pinckard-Maxwell, Dawn Needles and Kurt Tau-
zel.

From the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

DAR Ceremony Honors Local Veterans With Quilts,  
Recognition on Veterans Day

Click Here to have the  BB EE NN BB RROOOOKK  NN EEWWSS    
sent to your inbox for FREE every week!

http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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     Kiki is an 18-month-old, 71 
pound, German Shepherd mix. She 
is very gentle, loving, and walks 
great on a leash. She would make a 
great addition to any family.  
     Visit the Benbrook Shelter, lo-
cated at 469 Winscott Rd., Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. or Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
     Visit www.4pawsinc.org or call 
4 PAWS volunteers Ursula at 817 
262-3086, or Lynda at 682-279 
0760 to set up a meet-and-greet or 
to get more information about any 
of the dogs available

From 4PAWS & Benbrook Animal Shelter 

Kiki Will Warm Your Couch, 
and Your Heart!

     A ceremony will be held at Benbrook Cemetery on Dec. 13 at 
11 a.m., followed by the laying of remembrance wreaths. This event 
is open to the entire community. Residents are encouraged to attend 
and take part in this solemn tribute. 
     Those wishing to support future efforts may sponsor a $17 wreath 
for the 2026 ceremony at: WreathsAcrossAmerica.org/TX1453P.

Around the Town (continued from page 1)

     New Year, New Park! Palo Pinto Mountains State Park,  just 
outside of Fort Worth, is opening its gates on New Year’s Day for 
guided First Day Hikes. Day passes to the park will be limited for 
this event, and advance reservations are highly encouraged. 
     “We are so excited to show folks what makes Palo Pinto Moun-
tains so special,” said Rodney Franklin, Director of Texas State 
Parks. “With the park nearly complete thanks to our hardworking 
staff and partners, this felt like the perfect way to start 2026, ex-
ploring one of Texas’ newest state parks.” 
     This sneak peek event will allow visitors to go on guided hikes 
through Palo Pinto Mountains State Park with a park ranger. 
     About 75 miles west of the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex, Palo 
Pinto Mountains State Park is nestled on 4,871 acres of former 
ranch land in Stephens and Palo Pinto counties. The property fea-
tures a special collection of rock formations, plants, animals and 
habitats, including 90-acre Tucker Lake. 
     On New Year’s Day, parks across the state will host First Day 
Hikes, and many parks will limit admissions based on capacity. 
Day pass reservations can be booked in advance for any Texas 
State Park on the TPWD website.  
     Through the online portal, you can narrow your search by city, 
activity and even by site. If you want to bike, hike or fish, look for 
parks with day passes available (up to 30 days in advance). 
     For more information about Palo Pinto Mountains State Park, 
visit the park’s page on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
website.

From the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

Palo Pinto Mountains to Offer 
First Day Hike Sneak Peek

     The Tarrant County Fire and Arson Investigators Association 
has launched its annual “Little Coats, Big Hearts” drive to help 
keep local children warm this winter. The organization is collecting 
new coats, hats and gloves for school-age children in need, with 
donations distributed before Christmas break. 
     The drive is accepting new, kid-sized coats and jackets, along 
with sweaters, hoodies, long-sleeve shirts, hats, gloves and scarves. 
Organizers ask that all items be new and in good condition. 
     Donations may be dropped off at White Settlement Fire Depart-
ment Station 18, located at 8308 Hanon Dr. A full list of locations 
is available at tarrantcountyarsontaskforce.org. The deadline to do-
nate is Dec. 10. 
     The association said the effort aims to ensure that no child in 
the community faces the winter months without warm clothing, 
especially as temperatures begin to fall ahead of the holidays.

From the White Settlement Fire Department 

Winter Coat Drive

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  HHOOLLIIDDAAYY  EEVVEENNTTSS::   

  

••   DDeecc ..   55 ::   PPiicc ttuurreess   wwii tthh   MMrr..   aanndd  MMrrss ..   CCllaauuss     
BBeennbbrrooookk  YYMMCCAA  ••   66   pp ..mm..   --   88   pp ..mm..     

  

••   DDeecc ..   66 ::   3344tthh   AAnnnnuuaall   TTrreeee   LLiigghhtt iinngg  aanndd  
FFii rreewwoorrkkss   SShhooww,,   DDuuttcchh   BBrraanncchh  PPaarrkk     

11889999  WWiinnssccoott tt   RRdd.. ••   77   pp ..mm..

https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/palo-pinto-mountains
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/palo-pinto-mountains
https://tpwd.texas.gov
https://tpwd.texas.gov
https://tpwd.texas.gov
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    S T E A K  N I G H T !S T E A K  N I G H T !   
Public Welcome 

 
Saturday, Dec. 6 • 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.   

Steak Dinner or Pork Chop Dinner  
Meal includes: 

New York Strip or Pork Chop, 
Baked Potato, Salad and Dessert 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10429 
1000 Stevens Drive • Benbrook, TX 

US 377 South of I-20, left turn at  
Dutch Branch Park Lake Access 

Please join us for 
Burgers & More 

Every Friday 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
Thank  you  fo r  your  suppor t !

 

Steel Armadillo Bar & Grill 
at VFW Post 8235 

9520 Santa Paula Drive, Fort Worth, Texas 76116 
817-731-8235 • Open to the Public!   

EVERY FRIDAY: 
KARAOKE - 7 to 11 p.m. 

EVERY SATURDAY: 
TRADITIONAL MILITARY BREAKFAST  
 Free Coffee! • $7 Donation • 8 - 11 a.m. 

RIBEYE STEAK DINNER 
$19.95 Donation • 5 - 9 p.m. 

includes: Salad, Baked Potato & Dessert

VFW Post 5617VFW Post 5617  
580 S. Cherry Lane • 76108 

817-246-0891 

Community Hall Rentals Available! 
Open at 2pm • 7 Days a Week 

Darts, Pool and Cornhole, too!

Benbrook AmericanBenbrook American  
Legion Post 297Legion Post 297 

First Friday Fish & Grilled Chicken 
Burgers & More Following Fridays 6-8pm 

Donations Accepted 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 

8201 Old Benbrook Rd. 761268201 Old Benbrook Rd. 76126

     The North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) 
invites the public to provide input on recent transportation initia-
tives, including funding opportunities for electric vehicle charging 
stations and traffic signal improvements, during a hybrid public 
meeting at noon Monday, Dec. 8. 
     The meeting will be held in the Transportation Council Room 
at the NCTCOG offices, located at 616 Six Flags Drive in Arling-
ton.  
     Those unable to attend in person can view the meeting online 
at PublicInput.com/nctcogDec25. Residents can also participate by 
calling 855-925-2801 and entering code 1011.  
     Public comments will be accepted until Jan. 6. 
     The meeting will feature a staff overview of the end of the 2025 
ozone season, along with next steps moving forward. The season 
came to an end Nov. 30, and the region remains in nonattainment 
for both the 2008 and 2015 National Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dards. Continued inability to reach attainment will increase chal-
lenges for projected regional growth. 
     Additionally, staff will present funding recommendations to de-
ploy electric vehicle (EV) charging stations on public sector prop-
erty in North Central Texas.  
     In July 2025, NCTCOG opened the North Texas Electric Ve-
hicle Charging Station Call for Projects to award funding to build 
EV charging stations using funding from the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration’s Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Community 
Program.  
     Finally, staff will provide an overview of 
the proposed funding process for the Traffic 
Signal Program, including agency eligibility 
requirements, the evaluation criteria for 
funding requests and the categorization of 
traffic signal improvements. The program 
aims to establish a structured process for 
evaluating and funding traffic signal initia-
tives as requests are received. 
     Residents planning to use transit to at-
tend the meeting can take advantage of $6 
round-trip rides from the CentrePort/DFW 
Airport Station to NCTCOG via the Arling-
ton Transportation app. Visit 
ArlingtonTX.gov/ondemand to download 
the app. 
     For special accommodations related to 
disabilities or language interpretation, 
please call 817-608-2365 or email cbay-
lor@nctcog.org at least 72 hours prior to the 
meeting.

From the North Central Texas Council of Goverments 

NCTCOG to Discuss Funding 
Opportunities at Dec. 8 Meeting

     Suburban Newspapers, Inc. has served suburban communities 
west of Fort Worth since the early 1940s. The company, currently 
headquartered at 7820 Wyatt Drive, was founded in 1939, accord-
ing to business filings and public records.  
     Over the decades, Suburban Newspapers built a network of 
weekly community papers, most notably White Settlement Bomber 
News, as well as titles serving Benbrook, River Oaks and other Tar-
rant County locales.  
     The Bomber News dates back to at least 1939, with digitally 
archived issues beginning in 1956, giving the chain roots older than 
the incorporation itself.  
     As of 2020, Suburban Newspapers pivoted from print to fully 
digital distribution. Publisher Bo Underwood donated hundreds 
and possibly over 1,000 archival issues from across the chain, rang-
ing from the 1950s through the 2000s, to the White Settlement His-
torical Museum. Much of the archive has since been digitized and 
made publicly available via the University of North Texas Li-
braries’ Texas Digital Newspaper Program.  
     Today, Suburban Newspapers remains active as the publisher 
of the digital-only White Settlement Bomber News, Benbrook News 
and River Oaks News, providing local reporting, community no-
tices, classifieds and legal advertisements. 
     Readers can help keep the newspapers free to all to read by en-
couraging local establishments to advertise and by signing up for 
a free subscription!  
     Click here to subscribe.

From Suburban Newspapers Manging Editor, Emily Moxley 

A Little History About Your  
Favorite Local Newspapers

https://www.facebook.com/VfwPost8235/
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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     It came to be called the Day Which Will 
Live in Infamy.  The attack on the American 
naval base at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, 
was a devastating loss for the nation.  When 
the attack began at 7:55 a.m. by Japanese 
forces, the Americans on the scene realized 
that their lives in that moment had changed.   
     The American entry into World War II 
would transform the face of the war and 
forever alter the course of the nation and of 
the men and women who fought to protect 
it.  
     By December 1941, most of the globe 
was engulfed in World War II, while the 
United States tried to stay out of it.  Nations 
on five continents were already embroiled 
in conflict.  American military and political 
leaders somberly noted that the nation 
would likely be drawn into the fight as well 
while they watched Allied losses mount.  To 
the last, America tried to avoid war.  As the 
United States continued to negotiate for 
peace with Japan, Japan plotted a sneak at-
tack. 
     Japan had unleashed sneak attacks at the 
beginnings of previous wars.  And Japanese 
military officials hoped that crippling 
American naval forces while they went on 
a massive offensive across the Pacific 
would neutralize American advantages and 
allow Japan a quick victory. 
     In 90 minutes on what had been a quiet 
Sunday morning, the American fleet was 
wrecked.  Four battleships were sunk with 
the other four crippled.  Many other ships 
and planes were severely damaged.  One 
hundred 59 planes were destroyed.  And in 
the end, 2,403 Americans were killed.  
     One of the first Americans to spring into 
action was a Waco native and African-
American named Doris Miller, who worked 
in the mess hall on the ill-fated USS West 
Virginia. As his ship was struck and men 
scattered, he leaped toward an unmanned 
anti-aircraft gun and started firing at as 
many Japanese fighters as possible before 
the crew had to abandon ship, most likely 

shooting down the first enemy aircraft of 
the war in the process.  
     But America sprang into action.  The 
United States responded with its own dec-
laration of war the next day.  Many of the 
damaged ships saw action later in the war.  
And three things saved the Pacific fleet that 
day: the oil refineries that fueled the ships 
and planes were spared; and the aircraft car-
riers were on patrol, ships that acted as 
floating air bases that proved indispensable 
in the island-hopping campaigns that 
marked the Pacific war.  The third factor 
was the unbreakable American resolve.  
Many of the ships sunk on Dec. 7 were able 
to be raised from the sea, repaired, and sent 
back into action later in the war. 
     Unfortunately, Doris Miller, did not 
make it home. He was killed in action in 
1943 when his ship was struck by a torpedo.  
He was only 24. The Houston school dis-
trict later named a school after him.  In 
2020, the navy named an aircraft carrier 
after him. 
     In 1958, the Pearl Harbor Survivors As-
sociation was formed among the veterans 
who were there on Dec. 7, 1941. At its peak, 
the organization boasted 70,000 members.  
In the years after the war, special remem-
brance ceremonies were held at Pearl Har-
bor each year.  
     Time moved on in a nation that con-
tinued to grow in its freedom in the decades 
of peace that followed the war.  The world 
was freed from the nightmares of mass ex-
ecutions, tortures, genocides, and blood-
shed that the Axis Powers inflicted upon the 
world.   
     The Pearl Harbor generation had sur-
vived the worst challenges the nation had 
experienced, the Great Depression and 
World War II, and showed that there was 
nothing that the United States could not 
overcome.  The principles of courage, unity, 
justice, and liberty became more than slo-
gans for that time. They were ideas that 
saved humanity.   

     Many Texans served distinction in all 
branches of the service, including Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, a Denison native, 
who became overall Allied commander, and 
Adm. Chester Nimitz, a Fredericksburg 
native, who commanded the American 
naval fleet in the Pacific.   
     Only a handful of survivors remain.  
Aaron Cook of Fort Worth, one of the last, 
would spend his later years telling students 
about his experiences.   
     “I grew up in one day,” Cook told Hous-
ton’s ABC-13 in 2016.  “I hope that they re-
alize that, you know, it's something that we 
don't want to do again.”  Cook died in 2019 
at age 96.   
     J.C. Alston of Troy, the son of farmers 
from the Texas Panhandle often said how 
important it was that people remembered 
what happened that day.  “We’ve got to be 
alert and not let this happen again.”  Alston 
died at his home in October at age 98. 
     Now as the 84th anniversary ap-
proaches, a chapter in history prepares to 
close.  It has been estimated that perhaps 
less than 20 still remain, each now past the 
age of 100.  Those who were there and 
those who gave everything to protect the 
nation have a revered place in the collective 
American memory.   
     The millions who came after and grew 
up in a time of peace still salute those who 
were there.  The lessons from that terrible 
day still resonate for American foreign pol-
icy but also for a nation decades later 
shaken by epidemics, economic chaos, and 
distrust: that there is nothing that America, 
when united, cannot overcome.  

Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges 

As Pearl Harbor’s 84th Anniversary Nears,  
a Fading Generation Leaves Lasting Lessons
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Friday, Dec. 5: 

AM - Partly sunny, with a high near 55. Calm wind becoming S/SW around 5 mph. 
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 39. S/SE wind around 5 mph becoming calm.

Saturday, Dec. 6: 
AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 64. S/SE wind around 5 mph becoming W in the after-

noon. 
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 40. West wind around 5 mph becoming N/NW after 

midnight.

Sunday, Dec. 7: 
AM - Sunny, with a high near 60. North wind around 5 mph. 

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 34.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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