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High School Basketball: Both BMHS
Teams Claim Wins
From the Sports Desk with John English

The Benbrook MHS boys basketball team
picked up a 67-48 win on Friday night against
Diamond Hill-Jarvis in a game coach Blake
Mendez was complimentary of the Eagles, but
added that his players executed their game
plan exactly as expected.
“Coach Jarchow always does a great job
with his kids,” Mendez said. “They’re always
a scrappy team and they play hard. Our goal
was to come out and make them match our
effort and that’s exactly what we did. Our
defense set the tone for us early, which gave us
confidence on the offensive end, and we were
able to come out with the win.”
Mendez said he did not really have any
standout performances, as the victory was a
team effort.
“Our guys were dead silent on the bus ride
home, which tells you how hard each one of
them worked,” Mendez said.
The Bobcat boys will square off with
Western Hills on Saturday, Jan. 16.
“We didn’t play well against Hills the first
time around and our guys know that,” Mendez
said. “They weren’t happy about losing that
game. They owe it to each other to come out
ready this time around.”

Over at Western Hills, the Cougars lost to
the Young Men's leadership academy last
week, and coach Justin Bryson said his team
had a couple of issues.
“We started slow versus YMLA and struggled to make shots,” Bryson said. “YMLA is a
good team and you cannot play poorly versus
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good teams.”

On the girls side, the Lady Bobcats defeated Diamond Hill-Jarvis on Friday night by a
score of 60-33 to improve to 5-2 in 8-4A competition.
Joydan Overton led the team in scoring
with 15 points, while Miah Overton added 14
points for the Lady Cats.
Taryn Longley, Madison Sorrell, Taylor
Burrell, Michaela Creger, Cassie Stembridge,
Zoey Smothermon, Kaylee Calland and
Quiarra Bolton all combined for 31 points in
the game.

Over at Western Hills, the Lady Cougars
lost 51-28 to Dunbar on Friday night and host
Carter-Riverside at 6 p.m. next Tuesday night.

TDSHS Issues
Warning About
Vaccination Scams
From the Texas Department of State Health
Services

Texas Dept. of Insurance warns that since
COVID-19 vaccinations are slowly becoming
available, scams are already here.
Here is what to watch out for to avoid
becoming a victim:
• If you get a call, text, email or even someone knocking on your (continued on page 4)
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Benbrook Enters
47th Community
Development Block
Grant Project Year

Benbrook City Council Action by John English

The Benbrook city council meeting on Jan.
7 was again conducted via telephone conference, although Benbrook residents are allowed
to attend at city hall as long as social distancing is observed.
Mayor Dittrich was the only council member present in person.
The meeting was called to order. Time was
allowed for citizen comments, but there were
no calls.
The minutes from the council meeting held
on Dec. 17 were then approved.
The first item of the evening was to receive
2020 Certificate Of Achievement for the
Richard R. Lillie, FAICP Planning Excellence
Program. The Texas Chapter of the American
Planning Association has awarded the distinction to the City of Benbrook, “The certificate
recognizes the professional planning standards
demonstrated by the Benbrook planning staff,
and the support exhibited by the Benbrook
Clanning Commission as well as the
Benbrook City Council,” Assistant City
Manager Jim Hinderaker said.
Hinderaker thanked City Planner Doug
Howard and Assistant City Planner Caroline
Stewart, as well as the Comprehensive Plan
Steering
Committee
and
Planning
Commission members.
The next item up was to accept the finance
report for the period (continued on page 2)
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CLASSIFIEDS
a/c heating

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” Warranty on all parts and labor •
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges.
Senior & Military discounts. 100%
Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563COOL(2665) TACLB26642
CENTURY AIR CONDITIONING
A/C Tune up $59.00 Free Estimates on
Replacements. Best Price Guaranteed. Experienced
Technicians. All work Guaranteed, No Gimmicks. Residential
& Commercial. 817-244-5567 TACLA022067
Serving the Community Since 1977.

computers

Virus Removal &
Upgrades, Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges
A+, Network+ Certified

8120-A White Settlement Rd

817-945-comp(2667)
or 817-437-8580

concrete

email us:
suburbannews
@sbcglobal.net

electric services

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC For All
of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No
Job is too Small! Located in White
Settlement & will serve the surrounding
areas. Fair Prices! TECL 25541 John
Morton 817-771-6356
home improvements

CARR’S REMODELING
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks,
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures.
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions &
carports. 30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-9956968
COOPER COMMERCIAL CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE. Regular or Deep cleaning, Lighting upgrades, Drop ceiling
installations Call for Free Estimate 682560-3846
painting services

TURNER PAINTING
Interior, Exterior, Faux finishing, Tape,
Bed, Texturing, Acoustic removal,
Drywall repair, Tile work & flooring.
Michael 817-406-6644

City Council Action

ending on Nov. 30, 2020.
Revenues for the month of November were
$1,198,556.00, while expenditures for the
month were $1,581,672.00.
Year to date, revenues were $2,224,903.00
and expenditures were $2,928,167.00.
Finance Director Rick Overgaard said that
for the month of December, revenues will far
exceed expenditures as property taxes will be
collected for the year.
The budget was accepted unanimously.
The next item up for discussion was to
consider the 47th year community development block grant (CDBG) project.
Hinderaker said the grant was due by Jan.
29, and the projects must benefit low to moderate income residents.
“Eligible projects may include public facilities and projects like the sidewalks we've
done in the past, street lights, removal of
architectural barriers or rehabilitation or
preservation of activities,” Hinderaker said.
This year's project is improvements to the
Bellaire Drive sidewalks and completion of
the Crosslands Road sidewalk project.
Estimated cost to complete the project is
$210,000.00, with an estimated CDBG funding contribution of $145,000 to $165,000.
The Benbrook City Council would also
have the flexibility to authorize either the

REAL ESTATE BY PAT GRAY

Joleen Skipworth
817-932-3543

Take advantage of our
New Years Special and get
$1,000 off closing costs!
Give me a call if you’re thinking
of buying or selling your home!

Come
back to
BURGER
NIGHT!
Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 10429
Public Welcome! $7 Donation
Friday, Jan. 15 • 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Also available:
Onion Rings/Fries & Grilled Chicken Salad.
US 377 South of I-20 left turn at Dutch
Branch Park Lake Access (Stevens Drive)
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entire project or portions of the project.
City staff recommended that council
approve the Bellaire Drive sidewalk installation and the remainder of the Crosslands Road
sidewalk installation project for the city's 47th
year community development block grant
project.
A public hearing followed. There were no
citizen calls.
The proposal was then approved unanimously.
Dittrich then opened the meeting up to
informal citizen comments, but there were no
calls.
Hinderaker then informed that Tarrant
County currently has 167,732 total COVID-19
cases, and 1,576 COVID related deaths.
In Benbrook, there have been 1,404 total
cases and 31 deaths to date.
The meeting was then adjourned.

Legal Notice

On December 15, 2020, the Benbrook Water
Authority Board of Directors voted unanimously to adopt the Authority's budget as proposed for the 2021 calendar year. The 2021
Budget reflects an anticipated increase in revenues and expenses of approximately 2.5%
from the previously adopted 2020 Budget. The
2021 Budget, as adopted can be viewed at
www.benbrookwater.com

Benbrook American
Legion Post 297

FRIDAY NIGHTS ARE BURGER
NIGHTS!
Burgers & More Every Friday 5-8pm
(fish on 1st friday of the month)
EVERYONE WELCOME!

8201 Old Benbrook Rd. 76126

Any regular
side item
$1 + tax

w/this ad

15 Express tenders
two family side
items
$21.99 + tax

w/this ad

9 00 5 Ben b ro ok Blvd . 8 17 - 2 4 9- 6 3 9 0
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SCORE BIG AT RIDGMAR PLACE!
Take possession of this special offer by January 31st, and we’ll give you 1st and 10!

FIRST MONTH AND TENTH MONTH FREE!
WHAT WE INCLUDE:

•

Health and wellness services

•

Three nutritious, scratch-made meals daily

•

Drinks provided throughout the day

•

Exercise and tness programs

•

Housekeeping services

•

Scheduled transportation services

•

Associates available 24 hours a day for residents’
convenience or in case of emergency

•

Daily cultural, social, and/or educational programs,
outings, or events

•

COVID-19 testing available to all new residents

We look forward to meeting you and sharing what makes Ridgmar Place so special!

For more information, please call (817) 968-1582.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
(817) 968-1582 | 2151 Green Oaks Rd, Fort Worth, TX 76116 | PegasusSeniorLiving.com

Suburban Newspapers, Inc.

CLASSIFIEDS
painting

H AY W O O D
PA I N T I N G

Interior & Exterior.
Remove popcorn, wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est.
Call

817-454-6489

ADVERTISING
WITH US IS
SIMPLE AND
SMART!

plumbing

PLUMBING BY RICHARD
Master Plumber Lic.#M15853.*Repairs
*Drains Cleared *Slab Leaks *Water
Heaters Remodels, 45yrs. exp. Cards
Accepted 817-907-0472
LONNIE BRAVO
PLUMBING Drain cleaning, slab
leaks, electronic locate & repair. Sewer
repair, gas test, tankless water heaters,
bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817715-6747 M3881
SPRINKLER/IRRG.

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp.
We do it All!
817-480-8465
lic #4543

landscape/lawn services

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No
job too Big/Small Sr. Discounts
817-793-9096.
fencing

K and K

Fencing LLC.
Privacy, Chain link,
Wrought Iron
Residential or
Commercial.

817-219-0649

Waiver for Vehicle
Title and
Registration
Requirements Ends
April 14, 2021

From the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles

Expert Takedowns

• Trimming
• Hauloffs
• Stump Removal
Lic. & Insured 817-371-8597

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial
Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn

(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302

The temporary waiver of certain vehicle
title and registration requirements, announced
by Governor Greg Abbott on March 16, 2020,
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, will end on
April 14, 2021.
If you have not renewed your expired vehicle registration, you should make plans to
renew by that date. It is not necessary to wait
until the deadline to complete any overdue
transactions as motorists have several renewal
options. Before renewing registration, Texans
will need to obtain a passing vehicle inspection at the state vehicle inspection station of
their choice, unless their vehicle is exempt
from inspection requirements.
The expiring temporary waiver covers the
following services: • Initial vehicle registration • Vehicle registration renewal • Vehicle
titling • Renewal of permanent disabled parking placards • 30-day temporary permits.

Scams
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door claiming they can get you the vaccine, do
not respond.
• Do not respond to text messages about
COVID-19 from people you do not know.
Clicking on links in messages could download
malware to your phone or let criminals know
they have found a target.
• No one from a vaccine distribution site or
insurance company will call to ask for your
Social Security number or your credit card or
bank account information to sign you up for a
vaccine.
• Medicare will not call beneficiaries to
offer COVID-19 related products, services, or
benefit review.
• Some scammers pretend to be COVID-19
contact tracers. Legitimate contact tracers will
never ask for your Medicare number, financial
information, or try to set up a COVID-19 test
for you and get payment information.
• Beware of anyone offering other products, treatments, or medicines to prevent the
virus. Always check with your doctor before
paying for or getting any COVID-19-related
treatment.
If you suspect fraud, report it to the Texas
Attorney General Consumer Protection
Hotline at 1-800-621-0508. For more information visit the Texas Department of State Health
Services website.

Three Day Weekend Forecast
friday, Jan. 15:

am - Sunny, with a high near 57. NW wind 1015mph, with gusts as high as 25mph.
pm - Mostly clear, with a low around 36.

saturday, Jan. 16:

am - Sunny, with a high near 62.
pm - Partly cloudy, with a low around 39.

sunday, Jan. 17:

am - Mostly sunny, with a high near 55.
pm - Partly cloudy, with a low around 34.

Extended Forecast Click Here

CLASSIFIEDS
Advanced Tree Services

• Big Tree Removal (big/small) • Perfection Trimming •
Debris Removal • Stump Grinding • Shrub Trimming •
Fire Wood • Senior Discount.
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

www.NorthTexasTree.com

817-249-8733

I MOW 4 YOU

Mention This
Ad. for
Discount

Lawn care
20+ yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!

817 - 98 8 - 2 249

Insured For Your Protection
• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding
• Systematic Tree Feeding
Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Tree
Service

Benbrooks
#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Our service includes:
• Large Tree Experts
Full Tree Service
• Stump Removal

817-249-YARD(9273)

www.c3lawnandtree.com
Fully Insured

services provided

MR. SWEEPS
Chimney Cleaning

Wi n t e r S p e c i a l !
$10 OFF

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning

www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

Sign up to have the FREE
digital edition of the Benbrook
News sent to your inbox weekly!

Click Here

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
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NEED
MONEY?
CASH
ADVANCE UP
TO $6000
*must qualify

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
1001 S. Cherry Lane
Fort Worth, TX 76108

817-367-0036
Call today

to schedule your appointment

Suburban Newspapers, Inc

Benbrook Police
Report
From the Benbrook Police Department
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Tarrant Area Food Bank Mega Mobile
Market Schedule
From the Tarrant Area Food Bank

Wednesday, Dec. 23
Tarrant Area Food Bank (TAFB) has one whose access to nutritious food has been
A catalytic converter was reported stolen in resumed their Mega Mobile Markets with a affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
the 5500 block of Crosscreek Ln.
market on Friday, Jan. 15 at Herman Clark
TAFB continuously strives to provide

Stadium from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

access to nutritious food to as many people as

help of the Army National Guard, which will
be deployed to TAFB for at least the next 30
days. Now more than ever, TAFB is seeking
volunteers to assist with registration, traffic
control and food distribution. Sign up to volunteer here.
These events are designed to serve any and
all residents of the Tarrant area community
who are in need of food assistance, and any-

proven as an effective distribution model, food
can be received by the community at a more
rapid rate. The goal is to spread the word about
these events as far as possible to ensure that no
family goes hungry.
Friday, Jan. 15 - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Herman Clark Stadium, 5201 CA Roberson
Blvd, Fort Worth, TX 76119.

Saturday, Dec. 26
TAFB will continue to hold Mega Mobile possible across 13 counties in North Texas.
A burglary of a building was reported in the Markets every Friday at Herman Clark
TAFB is committed to serving the Tarrant
8100 block of Camp Bowie West Blvd. when
Stadium until further notice.
Area community in response to COVID-19.
Southwire 12 stranded 500 foot copper wiring
In addition, TAFB will once again have the
With the Mega Mobile Market being
was stolen.

Sunday, Dec. 27
A burglary of a motor vehicle was reported in
the 4800 block of Hwy 377 S. A car radio and
two vehicle batteries were stolen.
An orange IceBear 50cc moped was reported
stolen in the 7900 block of Camp Bowie West
Blvd.
Monday, Dec. 28
A theft of donuts was reported in the 8000
block of Chapin Rd.
A theft of $3105 in giftcards was reported in
the 8000 block of SW Loop 820.

Friday, Jan. 1
A counterfeit $100 bill was taken during a
robbery in the 4900 block of Hwy 377 S.
A theft of a Giant brand mountain/hybrid
bicycle was reported in the 1100 block of
Highbush.

Saturday, Jan. 2
A burglary of a building occurred in the 6100
block of Southwest Blvd. where 10 pair Rock
Revival jeans, a Tiffany lamp, a Milwaukee ban
saw, six pair Nike shoes, four pair of J-Lo shoes,
a Stihl chainsaw, a leather jacket, three bottles of
perfume, miscellaneous clothing and audio
cables were reported stolen.

Sunday, Jan. 3
A theft of a Dewalt cordless took kit, a
Dewalt drill press, two Hart five-piece tool sets,
clothing, four pair Nike Air Jordan shoes, tan
combat boots, three pair cowboy boots and bicycle parts occurred in the 4200 block of Plantation
Dr.
Monday, Jan. 4
A white, 2006 Ford F-150 was reported stolen
in the 200 block of San Angelo Ave.

Tuesday, Jan. 5
A theft of miscellaneous clothing occurred in
the 8800 block of Benbrook Blvd.

Suburban
Newspapers, Inc.
~ Veteran Owned ~

Publishers of the
Benbrook News, River Oaks News and
White Settlement Bomber News

Publisher: Boyden Underwood, publisher@suburban-newspapers.com
Editor: Emily Moxley, suburbannews@sbcglobal.net
Classifieds: Vee Horn, ca.suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

7820 Wyatt Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-246-2473
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
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burger night at vfw 10429 and american legion post 297;
benbrook residents enjoy flurry of winter weather
Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt

Phil Johnson with Sarah and Juanita
Sr. Vice Commander Donald Small and
D.J. Kaestner busy making burgers at VFW Smallwood hold down the kitchen area for
Friday night Burger Night at VFW Post
Siblings in Benbrook created a friend out Post 10429.
10429.
of snow in their front yard. Pictured are: (l-r)
Hadley Rowell, Tavin Creger, Michaela
Creger and Branton Creger.

Tess and Peter Kau enjoyed their meals at
American Legion Post 297.

American Legion Post 297 Finance Officer
Larry Sutton and his wife, President of the
Auxiliary Unit Lynda Sutton fill burger
orders.

Check out the VALUE!
If you’re reading this,
so are your customers!

Joell Banks created this masterpiece with
the little snow that was left on Sunday, Jan. 10.

This size ad only $36/wk!

suburbannews@sbcglobal.net
Get your business in front of 1000+
subscribers!

The 25th Amendment and the Texas Role in Ratification
Suburban Newspapers, Inc

Texas History Minute
by Dr. Ken Bridges

In the aftermath of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy
in November 1963, the nation soon asked questions about the presidency. Questions arose about what would have happened if Kennedy had
somehow survived but with a severe brain injury or surviving only on
life support systems beginning to become available at the time. VicePresident Lyndon Johnson had now become president, and he discussed these concerns with aides and members of Congress. The result
was a new amendment to the Constitution.
Including the murder of Kennedy in Dallas, eight presidents had
died in office. Seven vice presidents had died in office, and one had
resigned up to 1964. In spite of these circumstances, the Constitution
never made clear what would happen if the presidency became vacant,
simply stating that the vice-president would assume the duties of the
president, not necessarily becoming president. And the vice-presidency itself would remain vacant until a new one was elected.
Other scenarios prompted questions as to what would happen if a
president were somehow physically incapacitated or mentally or psychologically unable to serve. When President Woodrow Wilson had a
massive stroke in 1919, he was initially left mostly paralyzed and
almost completely uncommunicative for days before he began to
recover. Even the most modest medical techniques to treat stroke
patients were still decades away. Vice-President Thomas Marshall
refused to assume the duties of the presidency while Wilson convalesced, fearing the dangerous precedent it could set as the Constitution
provided no guidance for such a situation. Wilson never fully recovered.
Sometimes the vice presidents themselves posed special problems.
Vice-President Aaron Burr killed former Treasury Secretary Alexander
Hamilton in an 1804 duel and faced murder charges in New York and
New Jersey. Vice Presidents Daniel Tompkins and Andrew Johnson
were both alcoholics. Johnson appeared at his own inauguration as
vice-president in 1865 completely drunk.
President Dwight Eisenhower, the first Texan elected president,
suffered a major heart attack in 1956 that left him incapacitated for
several weeks. The tensions of the Cold War only emphasized the need
for president being able to make difficult decisions without delay.
When Johnson delivered his State of the Union Address in January
1964, the image was striking: the next two men in line to the presidency were Senate President pro tem Carl Hayden, the 86-year-old veteran
Arizona Senator, and House Speaker John McCormack of
Massachusetts, age 72. There was no vice-president sitting behind him
as the position had been vacant since the Texas native Johnson, who
himself had a heart attack years before, became president two months
earlier.
Sen. Birch Bayh of Indiana and Rep. Emmanuel Celler of New
York introduced an amendment in 1965. What became the 25th
Amendment enshrined into the Constitution that the vice president
would become the president in power and name if the presidency was
vacated. The vice presidency would be filled by a nomination made by
the president and approved by a majority vote of both houses of
Congress. The president can voluntarily sign over his duties temporarily to the vice president as acting president in a letter to Congress.
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However, the vice president and a majority of the presidential cabinet (now numbering 15) can inform Congress that the president cannot
perform his duties, and the vice president immediately becomes acting
president. However, if a dispute ever arose between the president and
his cabinet over his disability, the president can report to Congress that
no disability exists and remain president. If the cabinet persists, then
Congress settles the matter and must vote within 21 days whether the
president is fit. Otherwise, the president automatically resumes his
duties.
The House passed the final version by a voice vote on June 30. On
July 6, the Senate voted to approve it. Both Texas Senators, Ralph
Yarborough and John Tower, voted to ratify. Though the president’s
approval is not required for ratification, Johnson endorsed it.
Nevada became the 38th state to ratify the amendment on Feb. 10,
1967, meeting the required number of states for ratification. Texas
became the 46th state to ratify if, waiting until April 24, late in the
year’s legislative session. Forty-seven states would ratify it.
Within the next few decades, the amendment would be invoked on
several occasions. Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned in 1973 following a conviction on income tax evasion charges. President Richard
Nixon selected Congressman Gerald Ford to be the new vice-president.
Nixon was forced to resign in1974 in the wake of the Watergate scandal, making Ford the new president. Ford then chose former New York
Governor Nelson Rockefeller as his vice-president, which was quickly
approved by Congress. When President Ronald Reagan underwent
surgery in 1985, Vice-President George Bush became acting president
while Reagan was under anesthesia.
Questions, however, still persist about how the amendment should
be utilized, especially if presidents should fall prey to illness that very
gradually robbed them of their reasoning abilities, alcohol and drug
abuse, or a mental illness.

SALESPERSON NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
Want to earn a commission selling ads for
THIS NEWSPAPER from home?
EMAIL US TODAY - Suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

