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Benbrook Council Action by John English

Benbrook Honors Outgoing Council Members
as New Leadershtp Is Sworn In

The Benbrook City Council meeting was
held on Nov. 20 as scheduled. Mayor Jason
Ward called the meeting to order. An invo-
cation was followed by the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Time was then allowed for citizen com-
ments on any agenda item.

Resident Jim Wilson approached the po-
dium and thanked out-going council
members Gary Addison and Dr. Larry Mar-
shall for their service.

“Dr. Marshall, you are without a doubt
the shining example of a public servant,”
Wilson said. “I mean, three decades as a
naval officer and doctor at that. Three more
decades with a medical practice here in the
| region and three (continued on page 5)

From the Sports Desk with John English

Benbrook Bobcats Show Strength on the Mat, Grit on the Court

The Benbrook Bobcat wrestling team has two tournaments under it's belt so far this
season at Eaton and Azle, and coach Wade Cribbs said he had strong performances from
Emily Hassler, Mac Shafer, Brileigh Satterwhite, Katie Loyd and Gavin Henderson.

“We want to expand on last season,” Cribbs said. “We had 15 regional qualifiers and
we want to push that number higher. We’re also hoping to get a few more kids to state.
The addition of Desmond Chambers (district champion) and (continued on page 3)
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APPLIANCE REPAIR

|Callahans , .
( Appliance Inc ‘n-fiomée
(-j Y Service

wWow!
Scratch & Dent, Re-
conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404 »

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

Sales » Service « Parts

1
sppiiance S

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor ¢ Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
1s too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE
ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf

removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr
Disc. 817-793-9096.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
& much more. Free Est. §817-249-2028

AN
I MOW 4 YOU iy
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249
TREE SERVICE

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
» Trimming * Removals ¢ Stump Grinding

Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains
lines cleared, Fencing & power washing, reason-
able rates. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

PAINTING SERVICES
HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

PLUMBING SERVICES
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS.

WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

White Settlement
Historical Museum
8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com
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FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
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Jacob Carpenter (state qualifier) will help el-
evate the team with them coming from foot-
ball.”

The Benbrook boy's basketball team
came up short against Life Waxahachie on
Friday night, losing by a score of 75-43.

Coach Blake Mendez said it was a tough
loss, but added that there were extenuating
circumstances.

“We were extremely short handed
against Life, but we had some young guys
get some valuable minutes for us and they
didn’t back down,” Mendez said. “Life
plays fast and aggressive and they shot the
ball extremely well. We held our own for
three quarters but ultimately our short lineup
and inexperience got the best of us.”

Mendez said he did have a standout per-
formance in the game against Life Waxaha-
chie.

“Brennan Barton played well in his first
game back since football season ended,”
Mendez said. “He’s always huge for us so it
was nice to see him back on the hardwood.
Once we get healthy, I think we’re going to
surprise some people.”

Barton (below) also just wrapped up a
record-setting football season, with more
than 2,500 passing yards (2546) and 5,044
passing yard in his career, along with 20
touchdowns as the Bobcats quarterback.

Teammate Dorien Johnson (below) also
had a great season on the gridiron, setting a
record himself. Johnson finished with 1,015
receiving yards for the 2025 season (the
most a receiver has ever had at Benbrook).
He is a slot receiver and occasionally plays
defensive back in football.

photo courtesy Missy Burks

Back on the court, the Western Hills boys
lost to the Young Men's Leadership
Academy by a score of 55-41 on Friday.

Coach Justin Harrison could not be
reached for comment.

On the girl's side, Benbrook came up
short against Clarendon last Friday by a
score of 66-23 in the Lady Lion Tournament
in Ponder, and coach Leta Lofton said she
knew her team would have it's hands full.

“The Clarendon game was a tough one,
along with all the other teams in the tourna-
ment,” Lofton said. “We decided to join this
tournament to get an early glimpse of our
first-round opponents in the first round of
playoffs. Clarendon has a well-rounded
team that is very experienced . Most of their
athletes are headed to play on the next level.
They are well coached and very experi-
enced. Our Lady Bobcats gave their best ef-
fort in scoring and competing against them.
Competing against this caliber of talent will
prepare us for district play.”

Lofton said Maddie Blocker had a great
rebounding game against Clarendon, “bring-
ing down multiple rebounds in this game.”
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From the White House Historical Association

A History of White
House Presidential
Turkey Pardons

Beginning with George Washington,
many presidents declared their own days of
thanksgiving before Abraham Lincoln made
it an official holiday in 1863 and Franklin
D. Roosevelt signed legislation in 1941 des-
ignating the fourth Thursday in November
as the federal Thanksgiving Day holiday.

Reports of turkeys as gifts to American
presidents can be traced back to the 1870s.

Turkey presentations at the White House
became national news in the 1920s with ac-
counts of turkeys taking exciting cross-
country trips to the White House and
arriving dressed for the occasion in goggles
and sweaters, inside their decorated coops.

John F. Kennedy was the first to unoffi-
cially pardon a turkey by telling attendees
at the presentation, “Let’s keep him going.”

Patricia Nixon sent gifted turkeys to
Oxon Hill Children’s Farm, while Rosalynn
Carter sent some to a Evans Farm Inn to live
in a miniature zoo.

In 1989, the formalities of pardoning a
turkey became a White House Thanksgiv-
ing tradition when George H.W. Bush re-
marked, “Let me assure you, and this fine
tom turkey, that he will not end up on
anyone's dinner table, not this guy -- he's
granted a Presidential pardon as of right
now -- and allow him to live out his days on
a children's farm not far from here.”

Since then, each year the president has
pardoned a turkey or two in an official cer-
emony.

The office of
Suburban Newspapers, Inc.
will be closed for Thanksgiving
on Thursday, Nov. 27 and
Friday, Nov. 28.

The office will reopen
Monday, Dec. 1
at 10 a.m.
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

Small Business Saturday Highlights Local Spending Power
Across the Country

* K *
SMALL BUSINESS

SATURDAY.

NOV 29

SM

Small Business Saturday, an annual shopping initiative held the
day after Black Friday, continues to spotlight the outsized impact
local spending has on communities across the United States.

Launched in 2010 by American Express and later recognized
by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), the event en-
courages consumers to shift part of their holiday spending from
national chains to independently owned shops, restaurants and
service providers. For many small businesses, the Saturday after
Thanksgiving is among the most important sales days of the year.

According to the SBA, money spent at locally owned busi-
nesses tends to recirculate within a community at a significantly
higher rate than dollars spent at large retailers. Economists refer to
this as the “local multiplier effect.” When customers buy from
neighborhood shops, a portion of that revenue is more likely to
support local jobs, fund public services through taxes, and generate
demand for nearby suppliers and service providers.

Advocates say those reinvestments strengthen economic resil-
ience, especially in towns and neighborhoods that rely on small
storefronts for employment and community identity. While large
chains offer convenience and bulk pricing, small businesses often
provide personalized service, niche products, and community en-
gagement that national retailers can’t replicate.

Artwork 1s tltled “T he F zrst T hanksgzvmg 1 621 ” by Jean Leon
Gerome Ferris, created around 1912.

In recent years, shopping locally has also become an indicator
of consumer values. Surveys conducted by business organizations
show that many shoppers view their purchases as a form of civic
support. Increased foot traffic on Small Business Saturday has
helped some locally owned stores bridge slower sales seasons and
maintain year-round operations.

Local chambers of commerce and municipal governments ac-
ross the country frequently promote the day with expanded busi-
ness hours and neighborhood events aimed at drawing shoppers to
business districts. Some communities report that the visibility
gained on Small Business Saturday can drive repeat customers long
after the holiday rush ends.

While national chains remain a dominant force in American re-
tail, supporters of Small Business Saturday say the movement il-
lustrates that modest shifts in consumer behavior can deliver
meaningful economic benefits. For many small business owners,
even a small percentage of redirected holiday spending can in-
fluence hiring decisions, expansion plans and long-term stability.

As communities prepare for another holiday season, advocates
continue to encourage residents to consider how their purchasing
choices shape the local economy.

From 4PAWS & Benbrook Animal Shelter

Wet Nose, Warm Heart:
Paco Still Waits for a Famlly

Paco is an adorable, blue-eyed, | oul)

7- month olq Staffordshire Terrier Open ror
mix who weighs 45 pounds.

He is fixed, heartworm negative, [{ Adoptions |

WPAWS..

and current on all shots. He's been
waiting patiently at the Benbrook
shelter over two months for his
family. Won’t you add him to
yours?

Visit the Benbrook Shelter, lo-
cated at 469 Winscott Rd., Tuesday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 E
p.m. or Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Visit www.4pawsinc.org or call
4 PAWS volunteers Ursula at 817
262-3086, or Lynda at 682-279
0760 to set up a meet-and-greet or
to get more information about any §
of the dogs available
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decades of serving this city specifically...I think I speak for many
of us here when I say that I'm just proud to know you.”

Marshall received an ovation from everyone present.

Wilson then thanked both members' wives who were in attend-
ances and wished them “many uninterrupted Thursday night
dinners,” for years to come.

Tammi Cauthen then approached the podium and thanked both
members as well.

More residents followed, all thanking both members for their
service.

The minutes from the previous meeting held on Nov. 6 were
then approved unanimously. The minutes from the special meeting
held on Nov. 17 were than approved unanimously.

The first item of the evening was to issue proclamations to Dr.
Larry Marshall and Gary Addison for their service to Benbrook.

Ward read the proclamations to the council members Marshall
was elected in 2011 to the City Council and was re-elected to seven
consecutive 2-year terms.

Marshall then said a few words, thanking the residents present.

“It's been an honor to be representative of Benbrook,” Marshall
said. “I don't know how to tell anybody here how proud you can
be when... people know you're from Benbrook. People will ask you,
'How come your city doesn't have this problem? or ‘How come
your city doesn't have that problem?' | know from my many years
on planning and zoning, we took care of it.”

Marshall then praised the city workers for their efforts to ensure
the continued stewardship for the city of Benbrook. He also
thanked his wife Joanne for her supportive over the years.

Ward then read the proclamation for Gary Addison. Addison
was first elected in 2021 and was re-elected once.

“It's been a real honor and a real privilege to work with this city
and serve this city over the course of the last four years,” Addison
said. “We have a great admin, we have a great response team, a
great fire department and police department...and our city council,
it goes without saying, is state-of-the-art... they're top notch.”

Ward was then sworn in following his re-elect to Mayor.

The Oath of Office was then administered to newly elected coun-
cil members Ryan Reagan to place 3 and Sean Moore to place 5.

Member Keith Tiner was then sworn in following his re-election
to place 7.

Next up was the selection of a new Mayor Pro-Tem. Council
member Tiner nominated council member Laura Mackey. Mackey
was voted in unanimously by way of roll call vote at Mayor Pro-
Tem.

Mackey thanked everyone and said she hoped to make Marshall
proud.

The next item was a motion change the date of the council meet-
ing what would fall on New Years Day, Jan. 1, 2026. The rec-
ommendation was made for Jan. 5, 2026, which is a Monday.

The alternative date was approved unanimously, and the meet-
ing will be held at 7 p.m.

November 27, 2025, PAGE 5

Next up was a motion to consider applications for boards and
commissions. The deadline for the applications was Nov. 3 and a
total of 34 applications were submitted. Terms for the odd number
positions on the cities boards and commissions will expire on Dec.
30, 2025. There are also vacancies on Place 2 and Place 6 on the
Planning and Zoning commission. The recommendation was made
to scheduled a date for interviews for Dec. 1 and 2 for those ap-
pointments and elections. The motion was approved unanimously.

Then a motion was made to approve the finance report for the
period ending on Oct. 31. Revenues for the General Fund for the
month of October totaled $825,014. Major revenues collected for
the month include Property taxes of $147,505, Franchise taxes of
$65,924, Permits of $58,404, Fines and Forfeitures of $42,172,
Charges for Services of $66,189, Other Agency of $68,420, and In-
terest of $71,891.

Sales tax collected and recognized as revenue in October was
$303,059, which is 21.1 percent less than last October. General
Fund revenues collected through the end of October were 3.1 per-
cent of the budget.

For the Economic Development Corporation, revenues for Oc-
tober were $171,639 and expenditures for October were $288,357.
Investments for the city of Benbrook totaled $31,299,859 and in-
vestments for the EDC totaled $7,724,021. The financial report was
accepted with six voting yes and one abstention.

Time was then allowed for informal citizen comments, but there
were none.

Time was then allowed for council member and staff comments,
and council member Renee Franklin reminded residents that city
offices will be closed today and tomorrow and asked that residents
may look for dinners at the American Legion next Friday and the
VFW on Saturday.

Moore then thanked everyone that came out to the meeting and
thanked everyone who voted for him.

Franklin then spoke again, reminding people about pictures with
Santa and Mrs. Claus on the first weekend of December at the
YMCA and a Fireworks show the Saturday after along with the
Tree-lighting at Dutch Branch Park.

The meeting was then adjourned.
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from Founders Online, National Archives and Records Administration

Thanksgiving Proclamation

New York, 3 October 1789
By the President of the United States of America, a Proclamation.

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God,
to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and
favor - and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested
me “to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and
prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of
Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form
. of government for their safety and happiness.”

. Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next
to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being,
who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be - That we
may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks - for his kind care
and protection of the People of this Country previous to their becoming a Nation - for the
signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his Providence which we
experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war - for the great degree of tran-
quility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed - for the peaceable and rational
manner, in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our
safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately instituted - for the civil
and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and
y# diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he
I EE ¥ hath been pleased to confer upon us.
o oy And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications
fs  to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other
transgressions - to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our sev-

eral and relative duties properly and punctually - to render our national government a

blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and constitu-

tional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed - to protect and guide all Sov-
ereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them
with good government, peace, and concord - To promote the knowledge and practice of
true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science among them and us - and generally
to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be
best.

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of

our Lord 1789.
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From Plymouth to Today:
How Thanksgiving Became a National Celebration

Thanksgiving is approaching once more
as the nation pauses to gather with family
and give thanks. The nation will mark
Thanksgiving once again on this Fourth
Thursday in November. It is part of a long
tradition that has spanned many genera-
tions.

One of the most well-known and one of
the earliest Thanksgiving feasts was that of
the Pilgrims at the Plymouth Colony on
Nov. 22, 1621. It had been a difficult year
for the English settlers who had arrived in
Massachusetts the previous November. The
Wampanoag tribe, which controlled most of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, made
offers of friendship to the Pilgrims, sharing
their food as the colonists struggled through
the winter and then taught them about farm-
ing in the completely new environment.

After a bountiful harvest that fall, the
Pilgrims decided to organize a feast to give
thanks to God for their good fortune. In the
spirit of gratitude, the Wampanoags were
invited to join them in what became a three-
day feast. The meal was quite different than
the usual fare seen on American tables
today. Using what was available locally,
they ate swans, seals, deer, fish, and lob-
sters.

Such celebrations to give thanks to God
were not unusual among Europeans in gen-
eral during that time period. By the time of
the famous 1621 Thanksgiving at the Plym-
outh Colony, other feasts to give thanks had
occurred already in other parts of the nation.
In 1565, Spanish conquistadores led by
Pedro Menendez de Avile at the settlement
of St. Augustine, Florida, held a special
Roman Catholic mass and later a feast to
give thanks to God for their safe arrival.
They invited members of the local Timucua
tribe to join them.

In 1598, more than 500 Spanish col-
onists led by Don Juan de Onate arrived at
San Elizario, near modern-day El Paso, and
had a special day to give thanks for their
own good fortune. On Dec. 4, 1619, Eng-
lish settlers arriving in eastern Virginia at

Berkeley Hundred had a feast to give thanks
to God for their safe passage. However,
regular Thanksgiving observances did not
continue in these areas. Though each com-
munity claims to be the site of the first
Thanksgiving, the modern holiday stems
from the tradition that began at Plymouth.

The Plymouth colonists and the tribes
did not repeat the occasion in 1622. In 1623,
after a difficult year of droughts that threat-
ened the crops, late rains rescued the har-
vest. As it proved to be much more
bountiful than expected, the colonists again
had a celebration to give thanks that No-
vember. Tragically, relations with the Wam-
panoag tribe deteriorated in the ensuing
decades with the initial gestures of friend-
ship forgotten and the tribe shattered by
war. Nevertheless, New England residents
would continue to have periodic Thanksgiv-
ing observances in the years afterward,
often organized by the local churches.

In spite of a few instances of Thanksgiv-
ing observances in the South, it did not
catch on as an annual observance as it did
in New England. The tradition, however,
spread northward into the British colonies
in Canada, where observances remained
mostly local until the late 1800s. It was es-
tablished as an official national holiday in
Canada in 1957, and because of Canada’s
shorter growing season, on the second Mon-
day in October.

New York became the first state to de-
clare Thanksgiving a holiday, starting in
1817. Efforts were made to make it a na-
tional holiday in the 1820s, led by noted
writer and educator Sarah Josepha Hale of
New Hampshire. Up until the Civil War,
the date of Thanksgiving was left to the
states and made more of a local observance.
Dates for Thanksgiving ranged from early
October through the end of December.

In 1863, Secretary of State William H.
Seward convinced President Abraham Lin-
coln to make it a national holiday on the last
Thursday in November. Lincoln announced
the holiday as a day to give thanks to God

for the blessings the nation had and added
that all Americans should remember the
widows and orphans the war created.

In 1941, the holiday officially became
the fourth Thursday in November from that
point onward.

President Harry Truman started the tra-
dition of pardoning one turkey for Thanks-
giving in 1947.

Other nations have also adopted Thanks-
giving, inspired by the American example.
Liberia, which was founded by former
American slaves, marks Thanksgiving as
the first Thursday in November, dating back
to 1821. Brazil made the fourth Thursday in
November its Thanksgiving holiday in 1966
after their ambassador to the United States
saw the American holiday firsthand. In
honor of the Pilgrims, who had come to The
Netherlands before embarking on their voy-
age to Plymouth, many churches have
Thanksgiving celebrations in that same
spirit of thanks.

Turkey sales have topped $1 billion an-
nually in the past few years with tens of mil-
lions traveling to meet friends and loved
ones. The average cost of a meal was
$58.08 in 2024, according to analysts. As
the Thanksgiving weekend marks the tradi-
tional beginning of the Christmas shopping
season, more than $127 billion was spent at
stores that weekend in 2024, an average of
more than $500 per person. Nevertheless,
many churches and communities still con-
tinue with the initial spirit of Thanksgiving
by reaching out to the poor and homeless
with food drives and community Thanks-
giving meals prepared and served by vol-
unteers.

Though illness concerns may dampen
many travel plans and gatherings out of pre-
cautions for public health, millions of
Americans, wherever they are, will still
pause to consider what they are thankful for.

Be Our Friend!
Give Us a Follow!
facebook.com/BenbrookNews
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Weekend Forespes

Friday, Nov. 21;

AM - Mostly cloudy, with a high near 57. $/3SE wind 9 to 19 mph; gusts as high as 29 mph.
PM - A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Cloudy, with a low around 50. $/SE wind 10 to
15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Saturday, Nov. 22:

AM - Showers likely, possibly a thunderstorm. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 70. South
wind 10 to 15 mph becoming northwest in the afternoon. Winds could gust up to 25mph.
Chance of precipitation is 607%.

PM - A 30% chance of showers before midnight. Partly cloudy, with a low around 35.

Sunday, Nov. 23;

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 48.
PM - A 30% chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 34.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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