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A Public Meeting to Vote on the  
Proposed Tax Rate will be held Sept. 17 at 7pm  
at 911 Winscott Road, Benbrook, Texas 76126.

From the Sports Desk with John English 

Benbrook Improves to 2-0 as 
Area Teams Continue  

Early-Season Competition
     The Benbrook football team improved to 2-0 on Friday night 
with a 63-25 victory over Gainesville on the road. Coach Cody 
Slater he is pleased with the progress his team continues to make. 
     “Overall, I was proud of the way our team competed against 
Gainesville,” Slater said. “Our kids played hard from start to finish 
and showed a lot of toughness and effort. There are always areas 
we can improve, but I thought we executed well in several key sit-
uations and continued to fight throughout the game. It's early in 
the season, and every game gives us an opportunity to learn and 
get better, and I felt like our players took another step forward this 
week.” 
     Slater said that the team had several 

Benbrook News Staff Reporters 

Benbrook to Host 34th Annual 
Trash Bash Saturday!

     Benbrook residents are invited to join their neighbors, friends 
and local organizations Saturday, Sept. 12, for the 34th annual 
Trash Bash at Dutch Branch Park. 
     Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., with the cleanup getting un-
derway at 9 a.m. Participants will meet at the pavilion behind the 
YMCA, located at 1899 Winscott Road. 
     The annual community cleanup offers residents an opportunity 
to work together to help keep Benbrook clean and beautiful while 
connecting with others in the community. 
     Participants can enjoy a free hot dog lunch, along with prizes 
and giveaways following the cleanup. 
     Those interested in participating can register online at 
https://bit.ly/465lC5I. 

Benbrook Council Action by John English 

Benbrook Council Approves 
Zoning Change, Winscott Road 

Funding Agreement
     The Benbrook City Council meeting was held on Sept. 3 as 
scheduled. Mayor Jason Ward called the meeting to order. An in-
vocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Time was then 
allowed for citizen comments on any agenda item, but there were 
none. 
     The minutes from the meeting held on Aug. 20 were then ap-
proved unanimously. 
     The first item of the evening was a motion to accept an Ordi-
nance rezoning approximately 14 acres of land from “D” Multiple 
Family District to “CF” Community Facilities District. The prop-
erty is generally located at the northwest corner of the intersection 
of Hawkins Home and Benbrook Boule-

Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt 

BMHS ROTC Cadets Lend a 
Hand at VFW Burger Night

     Pictured are: Post Commander Eddie Terry and MSgt Watson, 
Cadets in no particular order, Joel Banks, Serenity Murray, Elijah 
Farve, Sarah Andrews, Easton Wortham, Paul Vollman, Alana 
Saltzman, Aaron Strain and Dorian Clark.

(continued on page 4)(continued on page 6)

(story on page 5)
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TREE SERVICE 

 
Insured For Your Protection 

Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Chad s Tree Service

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor • Up-front pricing. No 
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts. 
100% Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665) 
TACLB26642 
 

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job 
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will 
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 
 

 
HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 

We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. 
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, 
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars 

& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028 
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. 

Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains 
lines cleared, Fencing & power washing, reason-
able rates. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339 

 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper, 
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over 
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water 

heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS. 
 WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM 

AIR & HEATING

ELECTRIC SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN

PAINTING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf 
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr. 
Discount avail. Insured 817-793-9096.

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE
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CLASSIFIEDS
In-Home

Service

817-244-5404

Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance Sale!
Appliance Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

W O W !W O W !
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

APPLIANCES

PC  SALES & SERVICE 
 
 
 💻 

Expert On Site Tech Support
Operating By Appointment 
Professional, certified repair 

brought directly to your door! 
817-945-COMP(2667) 

OR 817-437-8580 

Mr. Sweeps 
Chimney Cleaning 

Special!
$10 OFF 

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning 
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com  817-692-5624

facebook.com/ 
BenbrookNews

http://www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com
https://www.facebook.com/WSBomberNews/
https://www.facebook.com/WSBomberNews/
https://www.facebook.com/WSBomberNews/
https://www.facebook.com/BenbrookNews/
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     Twenty-five years after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
Americans will pause to honor the nearly 3,000 people killed and 
the families, survivors and communities forever changed by the 
tragedy. 
     Four commercial airplanes were hijacked that morning. Two 
were flown into the World Trade Center's Twin Towers in New 
York City, a third struck the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, and 
United Airlines Flight 93 crashed near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 
after passengers and crew members fought back against the hi-
jackers. 
     The attacks remain the deadliest terrorist attack on American 
soil and a defining moment in U.S. history. 
     National ceremonies will mark the anniversary at the three pri-
mary attack sites. At the National September 11 Memorial & Mu-
seum in Lower Manhattan, the names of the victims are inscribed 
around two reflecting pools built in the footprints of the former 
World Trade Center towers. Family members traditionally read the 
names as moments of silence mark key events from that morning. 
     At the Pentagon, a memorial ceremony will honor the 184 
people killed aboard American Airlines Flight 77 and inside the 
building. The Pentagon Memorial features 184 benches, one for 
each victim. 
     The Flight 93 National Memorial in Pennsylvania honors the 
40 passengers and crew members who died after resisting the hi-
jackers. Their actions are credited with preventing the plane from 
reaching its intended target. 
     Communities nationwide will hold ceremonies, display flags 
and participate in acts of service. Fire departments and public 
safety agencies will also honor the 343 New York City firefighters 
and other first responders who died while responding to the attacks. 
     For younger Americans who have no personal memory of Sept. 
11, schools, museums and community organizations play an im-
portant role in preserving firsthand accounts and teaching the his-
tory and lasting impact of the attacks. 

     Congress designated Sept. 11 as the National Day of Service 
and Remembrance in 2009, encouraging volunteer work and acts 
of kindness. Food drives, blood donations and community service 
projects have become ways for Americans to honor those lost 
through helping others. 
     The effects of the attacks also continue to be felt by thousands 
of first responders, recovery workers and survivors who have de-
veloped illnesses associated with exposure to toxic materials at the 
World Trade Center and other sites. Federal programs, including 
the World Trade Center Health Program and the September 11th 
Victim Compensation Fund, continue providing assistance to eli-
gible individuals and families. 
     A quarter-century later, Sept. 11 remains a significant part of 
the nation's history. Through education, service and community 
observances, Americans continue to honor those who died, those 
who survived and those who answered the call to help. 
     The stories of that day continue to be passed from one genera-
tion to the next, ensuring that the people behind the tragedy, their 
lives, their families and their courage, are not forgotten. 

From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers 

25 Years Later, Nation Honors Those Lost on Sept. 11

Come see us at the  
CCoowwttoowwnn  FFaarrmmeerrss  MMaarrkkeett  

8901 Clifford St.  
White Settlement, 76108 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptt..  1199 
8am - noon 

682-361-1362
Including: live bee displays, Apitherapy beehive 

breathing, instrumental insemination equipment, 
honey bee venom acupuncture, beekeeping  

equipment, raw honey and  
different types of honeybee hives!

good2beenatural.com

Click Here to have the  BB EE NN BB RROOOOKK  NN EEWWSS    
sent to your inbox for FREE!

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3 pm 

4902 US-377,  
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
817-244-1372

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3pm 

4705 River Oaks Blvd,  
Fort Worth, TX 76114 

817-378-9262

Ginger Brown’sOpen 7 Days a Week! 
 Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. 817-237-2114

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135
Old Tyme Restaurant & Bakery

http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://good2beenatural.com
http://good2beenatural.com
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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outstanding individual performances. 
     “On offense, wide receiver Dorien Johnson had a huge night 
with eight receptions for 126 yards and three touchdowns,” Slater 
said. “Quarterback Lucas Davis was efficient and productive, com-
pleting 16 of 26 passes for 222 yards and three touchdowns. Run-
ning back Izaiah Smith also had a strong performance, rushing 10 
times for 76 yards and two touchdowns. Defensively, Austin Cross 
was disruptive up front with three tackles, two tackles-for-loss, and 
a fumble recovery, while Braden King led the way from the sec-
ondary with 11 tackles and two pass breakups. JJ Deane also came 
up with a key interception.” 
     Slater added that Benbrook’s special teams unit was exceptional 
as well.  
     “Corbin (Biggins) was a perfect 9-for-9 on extra points. Dorien 
Johnson added two punt return touchdowns, and both Athan Felker 
and Cash Bergen returned kickoffs for touchdowns. It was truly a 
complete team effort, and those players made some big contrib-
utions in all three phases of the game.” 
     Benbrook will play Castleberry at 7 p.m. tomorrow evening in 
River Oaks, and Slater expects some tough sledding. 
     “We expect Castleberry to come in ready to compete,” Slater 
said. “They're a well-coached team that plays hard and does a good 
job of executing what they want to do. For us, the focus is on con-
tinuing to improve, preparing the right way throughout the week, 
and playing to our standard. We know it'll be a physical, compet-
itive game, and we're looking forward to the challenge.” 
 
     Over at Western Hills, the Cougars lost to Pecos by a score of 
20-14 on Friday, and coach Blake Moilan said said his team played 
well enough to win.   
     “We made one too many mistakes that led to the loss,” Moilan 
said. “We are playing really good football for the first two weeks, 
regardless of the current record. We have some young guys that 
are still trying to figure some things out and we have a handful of 
old guys that are playing a lot on both sides of the ball. We have to 
remember that these non-district games are about the growth of the 
team.  We have gotten better each week, and hopefully will hit our 
stride when district play comes.” 
     Moilan said did have a few standout performances as well. 
     “We were very happy with the offense and the improvement 
that was made from week one to week two,” Moilan said. “The O-
line is starting to gel, which is exciting to see.   Ashton Richardson 
had a big game at running back and Gabriel Christion had a big 
game at receiver.  QB Tyler Johnston played well and probably had 
one of his better games in his career.   We have a lot of offensive 
weapons, which is a great problem to have, but we have to figure 
out how to get the ball in their hands as much as possible. The  de-
fense continued to play outstanding football. They were faced with 
some short fields and had a bend but don't break mentality.  They 
forced Pecos to two field goals on those short fields.” 
     Western Hills faces a familiar foe in Northside at 7 p.m. Tomor-

row evening at Farrington Field and Moilan said it should be a 
good game. 
     “Northside is coming off a win in their big rivalry game (Dia-
mond Hill), so they will have a little bit of momentum coming into 
the game,” Moilan said. “We will need to play good mistake free 
football and be physical.  We will need to try to take advantage of 
our speed.  I expect it to be a good, tough game.” 
 
     On the court, Benbrook came up just short against Cleburne on 
Friday night in a game coach Frances Davies said was tightly con-
tested. 
     “Unfortunately, we lost in 5, but the girls showed a whole lot 
of fight,” Davies said. “We went down 0-2 in sets right off the bat, 
but they were determined to battle it out and did a quick flip to tie 
us in sets 2-2. However, we just couldn't finish the fight in the 
fifth.”  
     Davies said a few players really stepped up in the game for the 
Bobcats. 
     “Vayle Tungate had a very strong match, bringing in double 
digit kills as well as blocks,” Davies said. “Cleburne really strug-
gled with stopping her on the right side, so we just took as much 
advantage of that as possible.  We also got to see Ennie Troqe in 
full force finally since her injury back in the beginning of August.  
It was very nice to see her holding down the back row again.” 
     Benbrook finished up the non-district schedule with a 14-11 
record and Davies said she believes her team is ready to go for dis-
trict. 
     “I feel that the pre-season has done its job in prepping us,” 
Davies said. “We've seen a mixture of all levels of play and really 
had to trust the process throughout dealing with new faces, injuries, 
and all changes. I think the girls are in a very good place to take 
on district, fight for a seventh district championship, and make a 
run in playoffs.”  
 
     Over at Western Hills, coach Reagan Whitefield's team came 
up a little short against Waco on Friday, but Whitefield said her 
team is headed in the right direction. 
     “Throughout the season, we've experimented with several dif-
ferent rotations, trying to find the combination that allows our team 
to be most successful,” Whitefield said. “ Against Waco, I truly felt 
like we found our best rotation so far. Every player embraced her 
role and did exactly what the team needed her to do. It was our 
most complete team performance of the season.” 
     The Cougars played Waco close, losing 25-19, 25-17, 25-18, 
and Whitefield said, in spite of not getting the result they were 
looking for, it was one of her team’s stronger efforts in the non-
district season. 
     “I believe that mindset has been one of our biggest obstacles 
this season,” Whitefield said. “Against Waco, I thought we made 
significant progress in that area. The girls competed hard, trusted 
themselves, and continued to be aggressive throughout the match.” 

Sports Desk (continued from page 1)
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We Want to 
Hear From 

You!  
 

Send us 
Your Good 

News!  
 

suburban 
news 

@sbcglobal. 
net

Burger Night (continued from page 1)

     Paul Vollman, Easton Wortham and Ser-
enity Murray help in the kitchen.

     Joel Banks, Dorian Clark and Alana 
Saltzman wash dishes.

     P i c t u r e d 
left: VFW Post 
10429 Com-
mander Terry.

     Benbrook Middle-High School ROTC 
cadets demonstrated the value of service 
and community involvement Sept. 5 as they 
volunteered during Burger Night at VFW 
Post 10429. 
     Under the direction of MSgt. Watson, 
the cadets assisted the post's cook and 
kitchen crew by washing and drying dishes 
and cleaning cook shack utensils, pots and 
pans. They also emptied trash, cleaned 
tables and helped with other tasks through-
out the evening. 
     Their efforts provided welcome support 
to the volunteers working behind the scenes 
and helped make the evening run smoothly. 
     Burger Night brought together veterans, 
community members and families for an 
evening filled with food, fun and fellow-
ship. While patrons enjoyed time together, 
the ROTC cadets worked quietly to ensure 
the kitchen and dining areas remained clean 
and organized. 
     Their willingness to step forward and 
lend a helping hand was appreciated by the 
VFW Post 10429 volunteers and served as 
a reminder that even small acts of service 
can make a meaningful difference in the 
community.

     Also at Burger Night, Commander Terry reminded attendees of the Victory Over Japan 
Day (V-JD) and the end of WWII as follows: 
     “On September 2, 1945, representatives of Japan formally signed the Instrument of Sur-
render aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, officially bringing WWII to an end. After 
years of fighting across Europe, Africa, Asia and the Pacific, the most devastating war in 
human history was finally over.  For Americas back home it meant husbands, wives, sons, 
daughters, brothers, sisters and friends could finally begin coming home. But for hundreds 
of thousands of American families there would be no homecoming. More than 400,000 
American service members gave their lives during WWII. Many others returned home 
wounded. Some endured years as prisoners of war, and some never returned and remain 
unaccounted for. We remember those who fought at Pearl Harbor, Midway, Guadalcanal, 
Tarawa, Philippines, Iwo Jima and Okinawa.  We remember those who fought at land, sea 
and skies above the Pacific. We remember the families back home who waited, prayed, 
sacrificed, and hoped that one day their loved one would walk through the front door again.  
For veterans who did return, September 2, 1945, marked the beginning of another mission.  
They came home, raised families, started businesses; they became teachers, firefighters, 
police officers, farmers and community leaders.  Many joined organizations like the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and built Posts like ours.  That remains true today.  Our serv-
ice to this Country doesn’t have to end when we take off the uniform.  We sit here tonight 
sharing burgers, telling stories, laughing with friends and enjoying the comradeship of fel-
low veterans, families and members of the community. We are able to do this through gen-
erations before us to make sure their stories aren't forgotten.  Eighty-one years have passed 
since the end of WWII and those veterans are becoming fewer every year.  Soon, there 
will be no one left who can personally tell us what it was like to fight that war so that re-
sponsibility passes to us. We will continue to tell their stories with our children, grandchil-
dren and photographs. Write down their names, write questions while they are still here to 
answer them and teach the next generation why September 2, 1945, matters.  
     To our WWII veterans, thank you. 
     To those who gave their lives, we remember you. 
     To our prisoners of war, we honor you. 
     And, for those who never came home you are not forgotten. 
     May we always remember the price of victory and the price of freedom we enjoy today.  
     May God bless our veterans, our military families, and may God continue to bless the 
United States of America!”
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vards.  
     The ordinance is proposed in coordination with the Fort Worth 
Independent School District (FWISD) to align the property’s zon-
ing with its Future Land Use Map (FLUM) designation. The dis-
trict supports the proposed rezoning.  
     The planning and zoning commission unanimously voted to 
recommend the City Council approve an ordinance rezoning the 
property to “CF” district on Aug. 13, and the recommended motion 
was for city council to move to adopt an ordinance to do the same. 
Council member Renee Franklin clarified that the ordinance was 
just for zoning, and that no construction plans for the area had not 
yet been made, which was confirmed. 
     A public hearing followed, and Ward invited anybody who 
wished to speak in favor of the item, but there were one. Ward then 
invited  anybody who wished to speak in opposition to the item to 
speak, but there were none. The motion was approved unani-
mously. 
     Next up was a proposal to make appointments to boards and 
commissions. The terms of the even-numbered positions on the 
City’s various Boards and Commissions will expire on Sept. 30.  
Applications were received and presented to the City Council at 
its Aug. 6 meeting. The City Council conducted interviews with 
the candidates on Aug. 25 & 26. The recommendation was to make 
the appointments to the various boards and commissions for a term 
to begin October 1, 2026 and to expire on Sept. 30, 2028.  
     Appointments included the following: For the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, the appointments of Danyelle Ackall for 
Place 2, Michael Anderson for Place 4, Brandi Adams to place 6 
and Benetton Marr to Place 8. 
     For the ZBA Board of Appeals, the placement of Glenda 
Fletcher to Place 2, Samantha Spence to Place 4, Alternate B is va-
cant and Alternate D is vacant.  
     For Parks and Recreation, Place 2 to John James, Place 4 to 
Blake Hubbard, and Place 6 Jason Rios.  
     For the Economic Development Corporation, Place 2 to Joshua 
Strange, Place 4 to Cameron Potter, Place 6 to Phyllis Harkins and 
Alternate C on the Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals, Jer-
emiah Smith, to Place 3 on the ZBA to a one-year term ending 
Sept. 30, 2027. The recommendations were approved unanimously. 
     Next was a motion to authorize and Interlocal agreement with 
the City of Fort Worth for rabies testing. The agreement was ap-
proved unanimously. 
     Next up was a proposal to consider an Interlocal Agreement 
with Tarrant County for $1.485 million in discretionary funding 
for Winscott Road repairs. Benbrook city staff was notified in May 
that the discretionary funds were available for infrastructure im-
provements in District 2 cities. The funds must be used to repair 
or reconstruct arterial or collector streets and will provide for 
roughly 18,000 feet along with right-of-way widths ranging from 
60-80 feet, with a four-lane concrete roadway with two lanes in 
each direction along Winscott Road. The Interlocal agreement was 

approved unanimously. 
     Next up was a motion to conduct a public hearing on a proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2026-27. The current tax rate is $0.555000, 
and the proposed tax rate is $0.576304, which is the no-new tax 
rate.The projected ending fund balance for the General Fund is 
$23,563,636, while the projected ending fund balance for the Debt 
Service Fund is $380,660 and Operating Funds is $23,944,296. 
The proposed budget is available on the city’s web site and the 
budget will be adopted at the Sept. 17 council meeting. A public 
hearing followed, but there were no comments. 
     Time was then allowed for informal citizen comments, but there 
were none.  
     Time was then allowed for staff and council member comments, 
and Franklin thanked local businesses for coming out to the Good 
to be Benbrook event, as well as a few events that have already 
passed. 
     Member Sean Moore then remembered a neighbor, Rebecca 
Karlik, who recently passed. 
     The meeting was then adjourned. 

Sept. 3 Council Action (continued from page 1)

From 4PAWS/Benbrook Animal Shelter 

Blanco Is Ready to Love! 
He’s Just Waiting for Someone 

to Love Him Back
     Blanco is a sweet, lively, 
1-year-old Lab mix who greets 
everyone like a new friend. 
Cheerful and social, he’s eager 
to be part of a family.  
     He has now been waiting 
100 days for adoption, and he’s 
more than ready for someone to 
see what a wonderful compan-
ion he can be.  
     Adoptions are available at 
the Benbrook Shelter, located at 
469 Winscott Rd., on Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., or on Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  
     Visit www.4pawsinc.org or call 4 PAWS volunteers, Ursula at 
817-262-3086 to set up a meet-and-greet or get more information.

Register to Vote at the  
Benbrook Public Library! 

Saturday, Sept. 12 • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
1065 Mercedes St., 76126
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     Summer in Texas brings memories of 
warm nights, the start of school, and the re-
turn of football.  But it also means something 
else for Texans on the Gulf Coast: hurricane 
season.  As the summertime seas cause the 
storms to build and swirl, a careful eye must 
turn to the weather to avoid the peril and de-
struction of the most powerful types of storms 
known to man.  Tropical Storm Edouard re-
cently made landfall on the coast and, for-
tunately, caused little damage.  Sadly, on 
many other occasions, Texans were not so 
lucky.  Through the years, Texas has been hit 
with incredibly powerful hurricanes. 
     Hurricanes that strike Texas form in the 
Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico.  A 
tropical depression forms when several 
storms come together into one rotating sys-
tem.  Once this system has sustained winds 
beyond 39 miles per hour, it becomes a trop-
ical storm.  It hits hurricane strength with sus-
tained winds of 74 miles per hour.  
Hurricanes can form between March and De-
cember but usually are encountered between 
June and November. Hurricanes produce all 
types of weather-related disasters: deadly 
lightning, hail, powerful winds, torrential 
rains, and tornadoes. 
     During World War II, United States Army 
Air Force forecasters began naming storms, 
usually after their wives or girlfriends, in 
order to avoid confusion over multiple storms 
that may be traveling the seas at the same 
time.  By the 1950s, civilian forecasters 
began using these names. A more formalized 
system of naming storms after women in al-
phabetical order began in 1952, with the 
names of men being added into the rotation 
by 1978.  The names of the most severe 
storms would be taken out of the rotation.  
     The introduction of weather satellites by 
the early 1960s greatly improved forecasting 
and tracking of hurricanes.  In 1961, the 
Tiros-III satellite tracked the first hurricane 
from space.  Reconnaissance flights by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration into the heart of hurricanes and Dop-
pler radar systems introduced in the 1980s 
also help pinpoint potential landfall sites, 
wind intensity, and flooding dangers. 
     The earliest recorded hurricanes in Texas 
date to the years of Spanish exploration of 

Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges 

Texas Hurricanes: A History of Storms, Destruction and Survival
Texas and the Gulf of Mexico.  In the six-
teenth century, no forecasting or tracking 
technology existed, posing extreme dangers 
for sailors who unknowingly ventured into 
the hearts of these storms.  In fact, the word 
“hurricane” is derived from a Spanish word 
taken from the names of gods of storms and 
winds used by various natives of the Carib-
bean Sea and Gulf coast.  The first recorded 
hurricane to strike Texas hit a Spanish mer-
chant fleet just off Galveston Island in 1527.  
The rare November hurricane killed nearly 
200 people. 
     Sparse populations left many storms un-
recorded, but a 1766 hurricane in the Galves-
ton area destroyed a Spanish mission on the 
Trinity River.  Galveston was struck again in 
September 1818 with a hurricane that flooded 
the island under four feet of water and dam-
aged almost every building on the isle. 
     In 1875, a hurricane hit the thriving port 
city of Indianola, not far from Port Lavaca.  
Nearly 300 people died.  The community ral-
lied and rebuilt, but an 1886 hurricane 
wrecked the city once again.  Dozens more 
perished in the storm, but residents aban-
doned the city instead of rebuilding.  The 
county courthouse was relocated to Port La-
vaca the next year and the post office closed.  
Nothing remains of the city today, with the 
remnants pulled into the sea by erosion or 
covered by the sands. 
     The Galveston Hurricane of 1900 was the 
worst natural disaster in American History.  
The storm devastated the island, flooding it 
to a depth of nine feet.  The entire city was 
wrecked, with more than 8,000 dead.  The 
storm caused the city’s government to col-
lapse, ultimately leading to an entirely new 
form of government to run the city and a new 
seawall to protect the island.  A 1915 hurri-
cane was the great test for the seawall.  
Though the storm was intense and 400 people 
died, the city was largely intact. 
     Hurricane Alice in 1954 caused intense 
flooding along the Rio Grande Valley, with 
two feet of rain being dumped on Del Rio.  
Advances in forecasting helped prevent an 
even worse disaster from occurring from Hur-
ricane Carla in 1961.  More than a half mil-
lion people were evacuate from the Texas 
coast in one of the most intense storms 

recorded up to that time.  More than $325 
million in damage was caused (more than 
$3.6 billion in 2026 dollars), and 31 people 
perished.  Tropical Storm Claudette poured 
54 inches of rain on Alvin in July 1979, the 
most rainfall in any twenty-four hour period 
in the nation’s history.  In 1980, Hurricane 
Allen left 269 dead and more than $1 billion 
in damage (or more than $4 billion in 2026 
dollars).  Allen spawned deadly tornadoes as 
far inland as Austin. 
     Though landfall causes hurricanes to lose 
strength, the force of the storms often do not 
dissipate rapidly.  Sometimes the remnants of 
these storms still have wind speeds near hur-
ricane strength as far away as the Waco area, 
such as happened with Hurricane Carla in 
1961 and Hurricane Alicia in 1983.  Alicia 
left 13 dead and caused $2.6 billion in dam-
age ($18.7 billion in 2026 dollars), the most 
expensive storm in state history to that point.  
Hurricane Ike would top that with 84 dead 
and nearly $20 billion in damage in 2008.  
Hurricane Harvey in 2017 flooded Houston 
with five feet of rain, 60.58 inches recorded 
at Nederland in the last week of August 2017 
and 27 trillion gallons of water dumped on 
Texas, a disaster of nearly biblical propor-
tions. 
     Forecasting and tracking technology have 
improved immensely.  With the proper plan-
ning and heeding the warnings of meteorolo-
gists, hurricanes do not need to cost lives.

http://www.wsmuseum.com 
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

8320 Hanon Drive 
White Settlement, Texas 76108 

817-246-9719 
Open:  Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM 

Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

SN SN
AIR & HEATING

PRECISION Aire & Heat 
817-563-2665 

precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting 

817-371-8597

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS
ALEX’S Lawn Care 

817-793-9096

FENCING
BOB YOUNG Fencing 

817-495-5543 
bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
AMERICAN LEGION Post 297 

817-249-2791 
alpost297@sbcglobal.net 

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH 
3290 Lackland Rd.  

Fort Worth, Tx 76116 Sun. 9:30am
INSURANCE

PETER POLINSKY Insurance 
817-560-9400 

peter@polinsky-insurance.com TREE SERVICE
CHAD GREEN Tree Service 

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE 

8120 White Settlement Rd 
817-439-2080

REAL ESTATE
COURTNEY TIMS, REALTOR-KW 

817-771-8918 
courtneytimshomes@kw.com

PLUMBING
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing 

817-715-6747 
www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com

Business Directory Listings - $15 per month - 3 line max! 
Contact classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

BUILDINGS
Barns,Cabins,Sheds 

Call 817-819-1817 or Text 
www.crossroadbuildings.com

WWeeeekkeenndd  FFoorreeccaasstt
Friday, September 11: 

AM - Sunny and hot, high near 99. South wind 5 to 10 mph. 
PM - Clear, low around 77. S/SE wind around 10 mph.

Saturday, September 12: 
AM - Sunny and hot,  high near 100. South wind 10 mph, gusts as high as 20 mph. 

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 78. S/SE wind around 10mph, gusts as high as 
20mph.

Sunday, September 13: 
AM - Sunny and hot, high near 99. South wind 10 to 15 mph, gusts as high as 25 mph. 

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 77.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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