ESTABLISHED 1939 »

River Oaks News

A PUBLICATION OF SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS, INC.

86th Year, No. 34 » 7820 Wyatt Drive, White Settlement, Texas 76108 ¢ suburban-newspapers.com * August 20, 2026

From the Sports Desk with John Loven

Castleberry Lions Ready To Roar Into 2026 Season!

The football fields and volleyball courts are once again alive
with activity as Castleberry High School student-athletes prepare
to begin their 2026-27 competitive seasons. Members of the CHS
cross country team also are logging plenty of miles as they get
ready for their season.

Even before school began last week, all of these sports were
well underway with practices. Of course, the award-winning Cas-
tleberry Band also has been busy preparing for another season.

This week, we take a look at the 2026 Castleberry Lions foot-
ball team.

From the Tarrant County Fire Marshal’s Office
Tarrant County Issues Ban on

Outdoor Burning

The Tarrant County Commissioners Court approved an outdoor
burning ban on Thursday, Aug. 13, 2026, for unincorporated Tarrant
County.

The order bans outdoor burning without the express approval
of the Tarrant County Fire Marshal's Office. This ban remains in
effect for 90 days, excluding cooking. welding, and the use of fire
pits for social gatherings. The severe drought conditions in unin-
corporated areas of Tarrant County prompted the Fire Marshal's
request for the ban in the interest of protecting lives and property
across Tarrant County.

The Texas A&M Forest Service supports the request for an out-
door burning ban. A violation of the court order prohibiting outdoor
burning is a Class C Misdemeanor and carries a fine of up to $500.

Tarrant County Fire Marshal Kenny Wilson recommends res-
idents in rural areas maintain a 30-foot perimeter mowed around
homes and outbuildings, in addition to clearing combustible debris
and vegetation to prevent fires from reaching structures. Wilson
also recommends having a functional water hose nearby in the
event of small fires.

All Tarrant County residents are encouraged to take these pre-
cautions and prioritize safety during this dry period.

For information on outdoor cooking, the use of firepits and out-
door welding guidelines, go to tarrantcountytx.gov/burnban.

Coach Juan Silva, entering his eighth year as head football
coach at CHS, will once again be at the helm for the Lions. Silva's
teams have reached the playoffs each of the last two seasons and
three times since he took over in 2019.

The Lions return 19 seniors this season: Daniel Valles (No. 3),
Sebastian Huerta (No. 5), Bryan Ceniceros (No. 10), Tommy
McLaughlin (No. 11), Domonick Gay (No. 12), Rudy Ortega (No.
20), Hector Murillo (No. 23), Fernando Garza (No. 25), Kain Seals
(No. 42), Daniel Espinoza (No. 56), Gerardo Hernandez (No. 60),
Ayden Cerda Flores (No. 61), Wyatt D. Ingram (No. 62), Jose Sal-
oman (No. 63), Daniel Benitz (No. 66), Anthony Garcia (No. 71),
Joseph Moore (No. 74), Jesus Abarca (No. 77) and Omar Perez
(No. 99).

The Lions face a challenging schedule this season, with at least
five opponents coming off playoft appearances in 2025, including
two teams that won 12 games. Three additional opponents made
the playoffs in 2024. (continued on page 4)

From River Qaks News Staff Writers

River Oaks Water Plant
Investigates Water Color,
Odor Issues

Residents experiencing discolored or unpleasant-smelling water
may notice continued issues as the River Oaks Water Plant works
to address mineral deposits in the city's water distribution system.

According to the water plant, recent tank cleaning and mainte-
nance can disturb iron and manganese deposits that have accumu-
lated along the inside walls of water pipes. The change in water
flow can cause those deposits to become suspended in the water
and travel through the distribution system, resulting in discoloration
and changes in odor.

City officials said the minerals are not considered a health con-
cern. Water testing indicates the system's water continues to meet
applicable health and safety regulations.

The i1ssue can occur when water flow and velocity change sig-
nificantly during tank maintenance, drain- (continued on page 5)


https://suburban-newspapers.com

Suburban Newspapers, Inc.

APPLIANCES

CLASSIFIEDS

‘Callahans , .. .
({ ) Appliance Inc !
\ Sales » Service ¢ Parts Seerce
Huge- &, {'e‘ Scratc‘}zv g lv)‘z;’lt Re-
A p\ia“ce Sa conditioned ‘
20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404 =

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

August 20, 2026, PAGE 2

TREE SERVICE

Legal Notice
Application has been made with the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commission for a Wine and
Malt Beverage Retailer's Off Premise Permit
(BQ) FJ Express Inc., DBA FJ Mini Mart to be
located at 5901 Donnelly Ave, Fort Worth,
Texas, 76107.
Manager of business: Farhad Jafari

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
Trimming ¢ Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor * Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. * All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

ELECTRIC SERVICES
CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will

serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
...... & much Mo
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs.
Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains
lines cleared, Fencing & power washing, reason-
able rates. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

PAINTING SERVICES
HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

PLUMBING SERVICES
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS.

WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

Subscribe to the
River Oaks Newsl!

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Discount avail. Insured 817-793-9096.

CLICK HERE!
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From River Qaks News Staff Writers

Volunteers, Participants Sought
for Tarrant County
Veterans Day Parade

The Tarrant County Veterans Council is seeking volunteers and par-
ticipants for the 2026 Tarrant County Veterans Day Parade, scheduled '
for Wednesday, Nov. 11, in downtown Fort Worth. The Gnome

This year’s parade, themed “Saluting Our Nation,” will begin at 11
a.m. Registration is available online for those interested in participating K nows -
in the annual event.

The parade route will follow Belknap Street around the Tarrant
County Courthouse, then continue down Commerce Street, across Fifth
Street and up Houston Street to Belknap Street before returning along
Belknap Street to the assembly area at Panther Island Pavilion’s parking
lot.

The Tarrant County Veterans Council, which organizes the annual
parade, has launched a dedicated website with information for vol-
unteers, participants, spectators and donors. The site also includes in-
formation about Veterans Day and the history of Fort Worth’s annual
observance. Volunteers are encouraged to sign up through the parade
website and can find information about ways to assist with this year’s
celebration.

The City of Fort Worth and the Tarrant County Veterans Council are
planning this year’s event as part of the nation’s 250th anniversary cele-
bration.

For registration, volunteer opportunities, parade information and
other details, visit www.fw2026parade.org. Volunteer information is also
available at fw2026parade.org/get-involved.

TARRANT COUNTY Effective August 13, 2026

TEXAS

OUTDOOR
Bu RN B AN How to save water.

Turn off sprinklers when it’s raining. If it's

TARRANT COUNTY * raining, just rained or rain is coming, turn
Applies to unincorporated those sprinklers off. Never water more than
Tarrant County two days a week and if it’s raining you may
Outdoor burning is prohibited not need to water at all. Sign up for free
without express approval from the . .
Tarrant County Fire Marshal’s Office weekly watering advice and know exactly
Bas sevaning b affuct how much to water. And next time you're
for 90 days outside, swing by and say hello.

w @ Exceptions: cooking, welding,
L and fire pits for social gatherings ‘ n '
9 Violation: Class C Misdemeanor ater Is Awesome

« Fine up to $500 Use it. Enjoy it. Just don't waste it.

o

HELP PREVENT WILDFIRES:
Clear debris around structures and
keep a water hose nearby.

Water is Awesome.com

@ MORE INFO: tarrantcountytx.gov/burnban
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Spor tS DeSk (continued from page 1)

Here is a brief look at each of Castleberry's 2026 opponents:

* Northside - Aug. 28, Farrington Field, 7 p.m.

Northside finished 2-8 last season. Its only victories came
against Diamond Hill, 18-8, and Poly, 54-26.

* Ponder - Sept. 4, Ponder, 7 p.m.

Ponder finished 5-4 last season. The Lions and Ponder have had
similar records over the past two seasons. Ponder is 10-9 during
that span, while CHS is 11-11.

* Benbrook - Sept. 11, W.0O. Barnes Stadium, 7 p.m.

Benbrook has made the playoffs three consecutive years. The
Bobcats have had the Lions' number the past two seasons, winning
both games by close scores of 47-45 and 42-35.

* Aubrey - Sept. 25, W.O. Barnes Stadium, 7 p.m.

Aubrey finished 3-7 last season, but the year before went 8-5
and advanced three rounds into the playoffs before falling to pe-
rennial powerhouse Celina.

* Godley - Oct. 2, Godley, 7 p.m.

Godley has hovered around .500 over the past four seasons,
posting records of 5-6, 6-5, 5-6 and 7-6. Despite those records, the
Wildcats have made the playoffs each of the last four years.

* Alvarado - Oct. 9, W.O. Barnes Stadium, 7 p.m.

Alvarado has been one of the top teams in Texas over the past
two seasons. The Indians finished 12-1 and 13-1, with their only
losses in both seasons coming against Celina. Alvarado has dom-
inated the Lions in each of the last two meetings, winning 48-0 and
62-7.

* Springtown - Oct. 16, W.0O. Barnes Stadium, 7 p.m.

Springtown has fielded a very strong team over the past three
seasons, posting playoff records of 12-1, 10-2 and 9-4. The Porcu-
pines will be a tough opponent for the Lions.

* Decatur - Oct. 23, Decatur, 7 p.m.

Decatur is a perennial playoff team. The Eagles have made the
playoffs 13 consecutive years. Last season, Decatur defeated CHS,
63-14.

* Ranchview - Oct. 30, W.O. Barnes Stadium, 7 p.m.

Ranchview finished 3-6 last season. The year before, the
Wolves made the playoffs and finished 5-6. Castleberry defeated
Ranchview, 28-21, last season.

* Lake Dallas -Nov. 6, Lake Dallas, 7 p.m.

Lake Dallas finished 4-6 last season. The year before, the Fal-
cons made the playoffs and finished 6-5.

With a veteran group returning and a challenging schedule

ahead, the Lions are
ready to get the 2026 White Settlement
Historical Museum

season underway. L
8320 Hanon Drive
White Settleméﬂﬁ‘%exas 76108
817-24"6 9719& 3 v/}
Open: Tuesday aturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Mt)ﬁ&ay -

http://www.wsmuseum.com

Let’s
Go

LIONS!

FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
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From 4PAWS/Benbrook Animal Shelter

Four Paws, Wet Nose,
Lots of Love

Nuck s a
l-year-old  Blue
Heeler mix with a
gentle, calm person-
ality and excellent
leash manners. He’s
the kind of easygo-
ing companion who
loves cozy naps,
belly rubs, and being
someone’s loyal best
friend.

Adoptions  are
available at the Benbrook Shelter, located at 469 Winscott Rd., on
Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., or on Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Visit www.4pawsinc.org or call 4 PAWS volunteers, Ursula at
817-262-3086 or Lynda at 682-279-0760, to set up a meet-and-
greet or get more information.

NORTH TEXAS ADDICTION COUNSELING & EDUCATION, INC.

INTERNATIONAL
OVERDOSE
AWARENESS
DAY EVENT

AUGUST 29th, 2026
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

3539 Jim Wright Frwy.
Lake Worth, TX 76106

YOUR
FIGHT IS

OUR FIGHT

682-224-144)
www.ntace.org
@ntace_ _

Join us for a morning of
remembrance, hope, and
community as we come
together to raise awareness
about overdose prevention
and honor the lives
impacted by addiction.
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From River Oaks News Staff Writers

River Oaks Residents Can Stay Informed About City Council

River Oaks residents have several ways to keep up with local
government, from attending City Council meetings in person to
watching meetings online and reviewing agendas before council
members take up city business.

The River Oaks City Council generally meets at 6 p.m. on the
first and third Tuesday of each month, with the exception of De-
cember, when the council typically holds one meeting. Meetings
are held in the City Council Chambers at River Oaks City Hall,
4900 River Oaks Blvd. Residents are welcome to attend meetings
in person and can participate in the public process during des-
ignated public testimony periods, subject to the requirements of the
Texas Open Meetings Act. Those who cannot attend in person can
watch meetings through the city's online video feed. When a meet-
ing is underway, the live broadcast can be accessed through the
city's website by selecting the “Video™ tab.

The city's website also provides residents with access to meeting
agendas and other council documents. Agendas are posted before
meetings and outline items scheduled for consideration, including
public hearings, ordinances, resolutions and other city business.

Approved meeting minutes are posted online following council
approval, allowing residents to review the actions taken during pre-
vious meetings.

SEASON
SCHEDULE

CASTLEBERRY TOURNAMENT

IV/F TOURNAMENT

SPRINGTOWN

SPRINGTOWN HIGH SCHOOL
BRIDGEPORT
CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL
IOWA PARK
CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL
BURKBURNETT
BURKBURNETT HIGH SCHOOL
DECATUR

CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL
LAKE WORTH

LAKE WORTH HIGH SCHOOL
SPRINGTOWN

CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL

BRIDGEPORT HIGH SCHOOL

SEP19
ALL DAY

SEP22
5PM

SEP25
4:30PM
0cT]
4.30PM
0CcT6
430PM

OoCcT9
4.30PM

ocT13
5:00

ocT.16
4:30PM

0cT.20
5PM

I_I
SGA!

5SPM BENBROOK MIDDLE HIGH SCHOOL
ALL DAY CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL

5PM  ALVARADO HIGH SCHOOL

530 PM CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL
AUG.20522 KEENE TOURNAMENT
ALL DAY KEENE HIGH SCHOOL
AUG.21 FW COUNTRY DAY
5PM  FW COUNTRY DAY

AUG.25 BREWER
430 PM  CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL

AUG 27529 RIO VISTA TOURNAMENT
ALL DAY RID VISTA HIGH SCHOOL
sepor YWLA
ePM  YWLA

SEP.O4
7:30 PM

SEP.O5
ALL DAY

SEPA
5PM

CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL
BATTLE AT THE NET
IV/F TOURNAMENT

IOWA PARK

IOWA PARK HIGH SCHODL

BURKBURNETT
CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHOOL

DECATUR
DECATUR HIGH SCHOOL

LAKE WORTH

CASTLEBERRY HIGH SCHODL

SEPI0
4:30PM

SEP15
SPM

SEP1B
430 PM

Anyone can find current and past agendas through the city's
Documents and City Council sections, while the online city calen-
dar provides information about upcoming meetings and links to
agendas, when available.

City officials encourage residents to use these resources to stay
informed about council decisions and issues affecting the River
Oaks community. Reviewing agendas, watching council proceed-
ings and attending meetings in person can help residents follow the
city's ongoing business and participate in the local government pro-
cess.

Watel' COIICQI’IIS (continued from page 1)

ing or high-flow activities such as hydrant flushing. The resulting
physical disturbance, known as scouring, can strip built-up iron and
manganese from pipe walls.

Once suspended, the fine particles can travel through miles of
water lines and may take time and targeted, high-velocity flushing
to remove from the system.

Odors can also develop in areas of the distribution system where
water moves slowly or collects in dead-end sections of pipe. Min-
eral deposits and organic material can settle in these areas, creating
low-oxygen environments where naturally occurring bacteria can
produce compounds that cause temporary musty or earthy odors.

The water plant said these odors can occur even when disinfec-
tant levels, including monochloramine and total chlorine, remain
within regulated limits at the treatment plant.

Iron and manganese are addressed under secondary drinking
water standards established by the Environmental Protection
Agency and state regulatory agencies such as the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality. These standards focus primarily on
aesthetic qualities, including the color, taste and odor of drinking
water, rather than acute health risks.

The water plant is taking several steps to address the issue, in-
cluding unidirectional flushing, which uses high-speed water flow
to move accumulated sediment out of the distribution system in tar-
geted sections.

Officials also will conduct targeted testing for iron, manganese
and chlorine levels in affected neighborhoods. Flow checks will be
used to adjust valves and pumps and help prevent additional dis-
turbance of accumulated deposits.

Residents who are experiencing discolored water, unusual odors
or both are encouraged to contact the River Oaks Water Department
at 817-626-5421, ext. 318.

When reporting an issue, residents should provide their neigh-
borhood or street name and indicate whether they are experiencing
discoloration, odor or both.

Water department personnel will investigate reported issues and
continue monitoring the system to ensure the water remains safe
for residents.
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Sam Houston’s Defining Moment at San Jacinto

Sam Houston needed a miracle. Thousands
of troops were charging into Texas from Mex-
ico, threatening all that Texas settlers had built
and all that they attempted to defend.

Heartbreaking defeats at the Alamo and Go-
liad had severely damaged the army and mo-
rale. Now on the run in the spring of 1836, the
hopes of Texas lay with him.

Mexico was in the midst of its own civil
war by 1835, with the Texas Revolution being
just a part of it. Government after government
had been overthrown in a series of upheavals
as one faction after another tried to lay claim to
the country. In fact, the nations of Honduras,
Guatemala, Costa Rica and El Salvador had ini-
tially been a part of Mexico when it won its in-
dependence from Spain in 1821. After yet
another revolution in 1823, those nations split
away. At this point, states across Mexico rose
in rebellion against the latest government in
Mexico City.

Texas settlers had risen up as well and de-
clared their independence on March 2, 1836.

Commission a painting for a wonderfully
personalized gift!
Kent May 817-734-8302
View Gallery at:
https://www.facebook.com/HKentMay

Sam Houston, a hero from the War of 1812 and
former governor of Tennessee, had been chosen
to command the Texas Army.

While he accepted the command without
hesitation, Houston realized that in spite of the
fighting spirit of the troops, they were out-
manned and outgunned.

Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, the cur-
rent president of Mexico, had gathered thou-
sands of troops and swore that Texas troops
would receive no quarter or mercy. As defeats
mounted, Houston pulled back toward East
Texas to assemble his army and prepare for a
final stand. He wrote his troops on April 7:

“The victims of the Alamo and the names
of those who were murdered at Goliad, call for
cool, deliberate vengeance. Strict order, dis-
cipline, and subordination will insure us the
victory.”

By April 19, they arrived at Buffalo Bayou
near the San Jacinto River in what is now Har-
ris County, with Santa Anna arriving the next
day.

On the afternoon of April 21, while Santa
Anna and his troops rested, Houston took his
800 troops and charged at the Mexican force of
nearly 1,450. Houston himself was shot in the
ankle, but the army quickly overwhelmed Santa
Anna’s forces, taking very light casualties.

In one glorious moment, Houston and the
Texas Army triumphed over Santa Anna. The

battle was a rout. About 630 of Santa Anna’s
troops died and 730 were taken prisoner. In the
chaos of the battle, many Mexican troops had
fled the scene, and Santa Anna himself seemed
to have slipped away as well. Houston ordered
that his troops redouble their efforts to find
him, for if he managed to escape and redirect
his remaining forces, the battle at San Jacinto
would have been for nothing.

The next day, Santa Anna was found, dis-
guised as a private and hiding among his
troops. His own troops had given him away by
loudly addressing him as “El Presidente.” He
was brought before Houston, where he for-
mally surrendered his army.

Houston’s victory secured the independence
of Texas from Mexico. Within months, a jubi-
lant Texas public elected Houston as the first
elected president of the Republic of Texas with
79 percent of the vote. Harrisburg was incor-
porated as the City of Houston in 1837, named
in his honor. Though Houston had won the
great victory he needed, many new and com-
plex challenges still faced Texas.

The importance of the Battle of San Jacinto
and the role of Sam Houston was never lost in
the imagination of the Texas public.

The state of Texas officially purchased the
battle site in the 1890s, while a 570-foot obelisk
was completed in 1939 in memory of the bat-
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS, INC.

White Settlement Bomber News ® Benbrook News * River Oaks News
7820 Wyatt Drive Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-246-2473
suburban-newspapers.com

AIR & HEATING FENCING LANDSCAPE/LAWNS SERVICES PROVIDED

PRECISION Aire & Heat BOB YOUNG Fencing ALEX’S Lawn Care AMERICAN LEGION Post 297
817-563-2665 817-495-5543 817-793-9096 817-249-2791
recisionaire@sbcglobal.net iL.com .. alpost297@sbcglobal.net
p @sbcg bobyoungfences@hotmail.com CHRIS”IPTI-[E Kn\% ANGgLICAN fhrsoecs
APPLTNCES 5290 Lackland R
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE ~ "PETER POLINSKY Insurance HAYWOOD Painting Fort Worth, Tx 76116 Sun. 9:30am
8120 White Settlement Rd 817-560-9400 817-371-8597

817-439-2080 TREE SERVICE

peter@polinsky-insurance.com CHAD GREEN Tree Service

LPIL DT INE 817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing Barns,Cabins,Sheds COURTNEY TIMS, REALTOR-KW
817-715-6747 Call 817-819-1817 or Text 817-771-8918
www.lonniebravoplumbinglic.com www.crossroadbuildings.com courtneytimshomes@kw.com

Business Directory Listings - $15 per month - 3 line max!
Contact classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Forecast

Friday, August 21:

AM - Sunny and hot, high near 105. SW wind around 5 mph becoming S/SE.
PM - Mostly clear, low around 79. SE wind around 5 mph becoming S/SW
after midnight.

Saturday,August 22:

AM - Sunny and hot, high near 105. SW wind around 5 mph becoming SE.
PM - Mostly clear, low around 79. South wind around 5 mph.

Sunday, August 23:

AM - Sunny and hot, high near 106. S/SW wind around 5 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 79.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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