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From the Sports Desk with John Loven

Lady Lions Gain
Momentum as
District Play Nears

The Castleberry High School girls vol-
leyball team is well into the 2026 regular
season, with the Lady Lions continuing to
find their footing as they prepare for district
play.

Castleberry opened the season Aug. 11
at Benbrook, falling 0-2. The Lady Lions
then dropped matches to Trimble Tech, 0-2,
and Venus, 0-2, before earning their first
victory of the season against Poly, 2-0.

Since then, Castleberry has gone 4-5,
picking up victories over Poly, 2-1; Dia-
mond Hill, 2-0; YWLA, 2-1; and Western
Hills, 3-0. The team's losses during that
stretch came against Alvarado, 0-3; Lake
Country, 0-2; Grandview, 0-2; Abbott, 0-2;
and Country Day, 1-3.

The Lady Lions enter the next part of the
season with a 5-8 record.

The 2026 Castleberry roster includes
Jazlyn Patterson, No. 1; Kaila Dobbins, No.
2; Diana Gonzalez, No. 3; Sydney Torres,
No. 4; Aiden Carter, No. 5; Candis Silva,
No. 6; Cindy Mendez, No. 7; Kaiyenna
Cole, No. 8; Kaylee (continued on page 6)

From River Oaks News Staff Writers

CISD School Board Approves
2026 Tax Rate, High School Bond
Planning at Aug. 14 Meeting

The Castleberry Independent School
District Board of Education approved the
district’s 2026 tax rate, bond-related archi-
tectural services and several other measures
during its Aug. 14 meeting.

The board adopted a tax rate of $1.2469
per $100 of taxable value for 2026, un-
changed from the previous year. The board
also approved the no-new-revenue tax rate,
voter-approval tax rate and proposed interest
and sinking tax rate above the minimum.
The accompanying resolution is required by
law to allow the district to collect property
taxes to support the adopted 2026-27
budget.

The board designated William Wooten as
the officer responsible for facilitating Truth-
in-Taxation calculations.

In other action, trustees approved a pro-
posal from WRA Architects for bond plan-
ning related to the Castleberry High School
construction project. The proposal includes
schematic design, design development, con-
struction documents, bidding and negotia-
tion, and construction administration. The

From River Qaks News Staff Writers

board also approved an AIA-B101 contract
with WRA Architects for architectural and
engineering services for the project.
Trustees approved Board Policy Update
127, which incorporates changes to legal
and local policies resulting from recent
legislation and regulations. The update ad-
dresses areas including education, admin-
istration, safety and student well-being.
Other approved items included the July
20 regular meeting minutes, a vendor list for
possible purchases exceeding $50,000, pro-
fessional new-hire contracts for the 2026-27
school year and certification of compliance
with certain laws under Texas Education
Code Section 39.008, as enacted by Senate
Bill 12 during the 89th Texas Legislature.
(continued on page 5)

River Oaks City Council
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 1 * 6PM
City Council Room
4900 River Oaks Blvd.

River Oaks to Host Food Truck Friday!

River Oaks residents can enjoy an evening of food, live music the event’s outdoor atmosphere.

and family entertainment during a food truck event scheduled for
Friday, Aug. 28, at the City of River Oaks Event Center.
The event will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at 5300 Blackstone
Drive in River Oaks. Admission is free, and all ages are welcome.
Food trucks will be on site throughout the evening, giving at-

and fun.

tendees an opportunity to purchase a variety of food while enjoying

Live music will be provided by the Plum Boys. Attendees also
will have an opportunity to be part of a music video during the
event! Organizers encourage residents to come out for food, music

For more information, contact 817-201-4757 or 682-309-1793.
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APPLIANCES

{'Callahans

Appliance Inc In-Home
Sales » Service s Parts Seerce

\ wow!
Scratch & Dent, Re-
conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404 -

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

TREE SERVICE SERVICES PROVIDED = 3

1?1/1 r. S weeps
Chad’s Tree Service Chimpey Clggnine
Insured For Your Protection $ 10 OFF

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

Trimming ¢ Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Y COMPUTERS 2

Michael’s

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT

“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor * Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
1S too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
...... Rt RTee Est817.247:2028
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs.
Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains
lines cleared, Fencing & power washing, reason-
able rates. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

PAINTING SERVICES
HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

PLUMBING SERVICES
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE w/Low PAYMENTS.

WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

PC SALES & SERVICE

Expert On Site Tech Support
Operating By Appointment
Professional, certified repair
brought directly to your door!
817-945-COMP(2667)
OR 817-437-8580

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Discount avail. Insured 817-793-9096.
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LIONS CROSS COUNTRY

» 2026 SEASON SGHEDULE

HILLSBORD

AUGUST 21- WALLAGE PARK

AZLE
AUGUST 28 - SANTO FORTE JUNOR HIGH

MINERAL WELLS

SEPTEMBER 4 - MINERAL WELLS HS

ARLINGTON SAM HOUSTON

SEPTEMBER 11- LYNN CREEX PARK

GASTLEBERRY
SEPTEMBER 18- CANP CARTER YA
CONPLEX

GRANBURY

) DISTRICT 744
ol OCTORER 4 - JOE WHEELER PARK @
DECATUR REUNON GROUNDS

P REGION 1-4 A
<l (CTORER 2527 MAE SMMOKS PARK
LUBBOEX

) UILSTATEMEET

NOVEMBER 6/7- 0LS SETTLERS PARK,
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Legal Notice

ORDINANCE # 1492-2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 12.05 “STOPPING, STANDING
& PARKING” OF THE RIVER OAKS CODE OF ORDINANCES (2020)
SPECIFICALLY IN SECTION 12.05.012 “SPECIAL STOP INTERSEC-
TION” SUBSECTION (s) “OTHER SPECIAL STOPPING INTERSEC-
TIONS” BY ADDING (s)(20) “HARTFORD DRIVE” BY ADDING A STOP
INTERSECTION AT HARTFORD DR. AND OHIO GARDEN RD AS REC-
OMMENDED BY THE POLICE CHIEF IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE
HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE MOTORISTS WHEN TURNING ON TO
OHIO GARDEN RD. FROM HARTFORD DRIVE; PROVIDING THAT
THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING A SEV-
ERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING
A PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF

SEPTEMBER 25 - GRANBURY DISC GOLF
COURSE

MIDLOTHIAN HERITAGE
OCTORER |- MDLOTHIAN RERTAGE

HALTOM
OCTOBER - THE BLUFF RALTOMXC
COURSE

THE CITY OF RIVER OAKS:
PENALTY
Whenever in this code or in any ordinance of the city an act is prohibited or
e is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or whe-
—— never in such code or ordinance the doing of any act is required or the failure
' to do any act is declared to be unlawful, and no specific penalty is provided
therefor, the violation of any such provision of this code or any such ordinance
shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00).
However, a fine or penalty for the violation of a rule, ordinance or police reg-
ulation that governs fire safety, zoning or public health and sanitation other
than dumping of refuse may not exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00);
Provided, however, that no penalty shall be greater or less than the penalty
provided for the same or a similar offense under the laws of the state. Each
day any violation of this code or of any ordinance shall continue shall consti-
tute a separate offense. In the event that any such violation is designated as a
nuisance under the provisions of this code, such nuisance may be summarily
abated by the city. In addition to the penalty prescribed above, the city may
pursue other remedies such as abatement of nuisances, injunctive relief and
revocation of licenses or permits.
SAVINGS

All rights and remedies of the City of River Oaks are expressly saved as to
any and all violations of the provisions of the City of River Oaks Code of Or-
dinances (2020) or any other ordinances affecting Stopping, Standing and
Parking which have accrued at the time of the effective date of this ordinance;
and, as to such accrued violations and all pending litigation, both civil and
criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such ordinances, same shall
not be affected by this ordinance but may be prosecuted until final disposition
by the courts.

NORTH TEXAS ADDICTION COUNSELING & EDUCATION, INC

INTERNATIONAL
OVERDOSE
AWARENESS
DAY EVENT

AUGUST 29th, 2026
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

3539 Jim Wright Frwy.
Lake Worth, TX 76106

YOUR
FIGHT IS
OUR FIGHT

PUBLICATION
The City Secretary of the City of River Oaks is hereby directed to publish in
the official newspaper the caption, savings clause, penalty clause, publication
clause and effective date clause of this ordinance one (1) time after the adop-
tion of this ordinance as authorized by Chapter 5, Section 5.02(c) of the
Charter of the City of River Oaks.
EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage and publica-
tion as required by law, and it is so ordained.

—
—
—

682-224-144]
www.ntace.org
@ntace_ _

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 4th DAY OF AUGUST 2026.
Darren Houk, Mayor ATTEST: Paula Luck, City Secretary

) Find us on FACEBOOK! [
hitps:/www.facebook.com/RiverOaksNews

Join us for a morning of
remembrance, hope, and
community as we come
together to raise awareness
about overdose prevention
and honor the lives
impacted by addiction
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Legal Notice Legal Notice

ORDINANCE # 1494-2026
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 12.05 “STOPPING, STANDING
& PARKING” OF THE RIVER OAKS CODE OF ORDINANCES (2020)
AMENDING SUBSECTION (j) “SPECIAL STOP INTERSECTION AT
4905 GREEN OAKS DRIVE” BY CHANGING THE HEADING TO “SPE-
CIAL STOP INTERSECTIONS ON GREEN OAKS DRIVE” AND BY
ADDING (j)(2) ADDING A STOP INTERSECTION AT GREEN OAKS
DRIVE AND OHIO GARDEN RD AS RECOMMENDED BY THE POLICE
CHIEF IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE
MOTORISTS WHEN TURNING ON TO OHIO GARDEN RD. FROM
GREEN OAKS DRIVE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL
BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVID-
ING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR
PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF RIVER OAKS:
PENALTY
Whenever in this code or in any ordinance of the city an act is prohibited or
1s made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or whe-
never in such code or ordinance the doing of any act is required or the failure
to do any act is declared to be unlawful, and no specific penalty is provided
therefor, the violation of any such provision of this code or any such ordinance
shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00).
However, a fine or penalty for the violation of a rule, ordinance or police reg-
ulation that governs fire safety, zoning or public health and sanitation other
than dumping of refuse may not exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00);
Provided, however, that no penalty shall be greater or less than the penalty
provided for the same or a similar offense under the laws of the state. Each
day any violation of this code or of any ordinance shall continue shall consti-
tute a separate oftense. In the event that any such violation is designated as a
nuisance under the provisions of this code, such nuisance may be summarily
abated by the city. In addition to the penalty prescribed above, the city may
pursue other remedies such as abatement of nuisances, injunctive relief and
revocation of licenses or permits.
SAVINGS
All rights and remedies of the City of River Oaks are expressly saved as to
any and all violations of the provisions of the City of River Oaks Code of Or-
dinances (2020) or any other ordinances affecting Stopping, Standing and
Parking which have accrued at the time of the effective date of this ordinance;
and, as to such accrued violations and all pending litigation, both civil and
criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such ordinances, same shall
not be affected by this ordinance but may be prosecuted until final disposition
by the courts.
PUBLICATION
The City Secretary of the City of River Oaks is hereby directed to publish in
the official newspaper the caption, savings clause, penalty clause, publication
clause and effective date clause of this ordinance one (1) time after the adop-
tion of this ordinance as authorized by Chapter 5, Section 5.02(c) of the
Charter of the City of River Oaks.
EFFECTIVE DATE
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage and publica-
tion as required by law, and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 18th DAY OF AUGUST 2026.
Brent Forester, Mayor Pro-Tem ATTEST: Paula Luck, City Secretary

Castleberry ISD Board of Education Meeting
Monday, Sept. 14 < 6PM
Admin. Building Board Room, 5228 Ohio Garden Rd.

ORDINANCE # 1495-2026
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 4.05 “YARD SALES” OF THE
RIVER OAKS CODE OF ORDINANCES (2020) SPECIFICALLY IN SEC-
TION 4.05.006 “REQUIREMENTS AND CONDITIONS” BY REVISING
4.05.006 (c) AND DELETING (d) REGARDING YARD SALES PERMIT-
TING AND APPLICATIONS; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE
SHALL BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVID-
ING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PRO-
VIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF RIVER OAKS:
PENALTY
Whenever in this code or in any ordinance of the city an act is prohibited or
1s made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or whe-
never in such code or ordinance the doing of any act is required or the failure
to do any act is declared to be unlawful, and no specific penalty is provided
therefor, the violation of any such provision of this code or any such ordinance
shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00).
However, a fine or penalty for the violation of a rule, ordinance or police reg-
ulation that governs fire safety, zoning or public health and sanitation other
than dumping of refuse may not exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00);
Provided, however, that no penalty shall be greater or less than the penalty
provided for the same or a similar offense under the laws of the state. Each
day any violation of this code or of any ordinance shall continue shall consti-
tute a separate oftense. In the event that any such violation is designated as a
nuisance under the provisions of this code, such nuisance may be summarily
abated by the city. In addition to the penalty prescribed above, the city may
pursue other remedies such as abatement of nuisances, injunctive relief and
revocation of licenses or permits.
SAVINGS
All rights and remedies of the City of River Oaks are expressly saved as to
any and all violations of the provisions of the City of River Oaks Code of Or-
dinances (2020) or any other ordinances affecting Yard Sales which have ac-
crued at the time of the effective date of this ordinance; and, as to such accrued
violations and all pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending
in court or not, under such ordinances, same shall not be affected by this or-
dinance but may be prosecuted until final disposition by the courts.
PUBLICATION
The City Secretary of the City of River Oaks is hereby directed to publish in
the official newspaper the caption, savings clause, penalty clause, publication
clause and effective date clause of this ordinance one (1) time after the adop-
tion of this ordinance as authorized by Chapter 5, Section 5.02(c) of the
Charter of the City of River Oaks.
EFFECTIVE DATE
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage and publica-
tion as required by law, and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 18th DAY OF AUGUST 2026.
Brent Forester, Mayor Pro-Tem ATTEST: Paula Luck, City Secretary
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READ
LOCAL

When you support
your local newspaper,
you support your
community.

White Settlement
Historical Museum
8320 Hanon Drive -
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
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Aug. 14 Meeting ReView (continued from page 1)

Accountability Ratings Presented

The board received the district’s 2026 A-F campus and district
accountability ratings from Scott Hutchings, coordinator of Per-
formance Systems and Secondary Math.

The ratings were:

* A.V. Cato Elementary: 86, B

* Castleberry Elementary: 82, B

* Joy James Academy: 78, C

* Irma Marsh Middle School: 90, A

* Castleberry High School: 90, A

* REACH High School: 96, A

Dr. June Ritchlin, executive director of Educational Leadership,
also presented the district’s 2026-27 District Improvement Plan
goals and performance objectives.

Cameron Hollomon, bond program manager, provided an up-
date on construction associated with the 2024 Castleberry High
School Bond Program, as well as the district’s energy savings ini-
tiatives.

Wooten presented a financial snapshot covering revenue col-
lections and expenditures by fund and function through July 31.

District Improvement Plans Reviewed

August 27, 2026, PAGE 5

million toward employee health insurance, with about 360 employ-
ees participating in TRS ActiveCare.

Didi Pierce, director of Athletics, reported on the Castleberry
High School Cheer Summer Camp and the Castleberry High
School and Irma Marsh Middle School Summer Strength and Con-
ditioning Program. The report included program highlights, areas
for improvement and action items.

Wes Jackson, director of School Policy and Student Support,
presented the 2026-27 District Student Handbook for board review.

The next regular meeting of the Castleberry ISD Board of Edu-
cation is scheduled for Sept. 14 at 6 p.m. in the Administration
Building Board Room, 5228 Ohio Garden Rd.

Regular board meetings generally are held at 6 p.m. on the sec-
ond Monday of each month unless otherwise announced. Meetings
are open to the public.

The information in this article is based on Board Notes provided
by the Castleberry ISD Public Information Office. The notes are
intended as a summary of board business and do not replace the
official meeting minutes maintained by the superintendent s office.

The board received end-of-year updates
on the 2025-26 District Improvement Plan
and individual campus improvement plans.

Campus reports were provided by prin-
cipals Michelle Strambler of A.V. Cato Ele-
mentary, Charles Gideon of Castleberry
Elementary, Dr. Teresa Phelps of Joy James
Academy of Leadership, Kerissa Bearce of
Irma Marsh Middle School, Scott Runyan

§CASTLEBERRY

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

of Castleberry High School and Sal Limas
of REACH High School.

Financial reports presented to the board
included a schedule of checks issued during
July, the annual investment report through -

2026

June 30 and the fourth-quarter investment

report covering April 1 through June 30.

Chief Financial Oftficer Wooten also pre- '2_025 2026
sented the Tarrant County Tax Collection 7 (2 : ‘)‘6
Report as of June 30, including taxes, pen- : —

A.V. CATO
ELEMENTARY

+7 POINTS

2025

96

REACH HIGH
SCHOOL

alties, interest and delinquent taxes col-
lected during the month and year to date,
along with the percentage of the total tax
levy collected.

CASTLEBERRY

2026
jlcte

/

CASTLEBERRY
HIGH SCHOOL

+7 POINTS

ELEMENTARY

+2 POINIS

The board also reviewed 2026-27 TRS
ActiveCare health insurance rates. The dis-
trict’s employer-paid contribution remains
$293 per month, or $3,516 annually, per

2025

/8

2026

/8

T @I 1231 2025 [2026| IRMA MARSH
| 80 (90) ot sHse!

employee. During the 2025-26 school year,

the district contributed approximately $2.3 IR E A D M O R E O N I. I N E

CASTLEBERRYISD.NET
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From River Oaks News Staff Writers

Clear Bag Policy in Eftect at Castleberry ISD Athletic Events

CLEAR BAG
POLIC NOW IN

EFFECT

ALL ATHLETIC EVENTS

WHAT YOU CAN BRING

PLASTIC
FREEZER BAG

SMALL NON-CLEAR
CLUTCH OR WALLET
May not exceed
4.5" = 65"

CLEAR TOTE
May nof exceed One-galicn limit
12" = &" = 12"

CASTLEBERRY ISD

PO & e ik

Castleberry ISD has implemented a clear bag policy for spec-
tators attending district athletic events as part of an effort to provide
a safe and efficient experience for students, families, staff and vis-

Spor tS DeSk (continued from page 1)

Perez, No. 9; Janelly Ortiz, No. 10; Brooke Manning, No. 11; Ca-
mila Resendez, No. 12; Gina Saldana, No. 13; Camila Reyes, No.
0; and Aarolyna Sanchez, No. 0.

Team managers are Genesis Diaz and Frydda Palafox Fisher.
Coaches are Chris Rudiger, Marina Neal-Aguillon and Sarah Crud-
das.

This season, CHS will compete in District 7-4A, which includes
Bridgeport, Decatur, lowa Park, Lake Worth and Springtown.

Decatur, lowa Park and Springtown made the playoffs last sea-
son and appear to be headed in that direction again based on their
current records. Decatur is 11-5, lowa Park 1s 5-0 and Springtown
is 13-6.

Bridgeport currently is 5-8, while Lake Worth 1s 3-8.

If the current standings hold, the Lady Lions likely will be bat-
tling Bridgeport and Lake Worth for the district's fourth and final
playoff spot.

Castleberry is traveling to Rio Vista for a tournament beginning
Aug. 27. Go Lady Lions!

1tors.

The policy applies to all athletic events hosted by the district,
including those at W.O. Barnes Stadium, Castleberry High School
gymnasiums and track and field facilities, Irma Marsh Middle
School gymnasiums, and the Camp Carter Baseball and Softball
Complex. Spectators may bring clear tote bags measuring no more
than 12 inches by 6 inches by 12 inches, as well as one-gallon clear
plastic freezer bags. Small non-clear clutches or wallets measuring
no more than 4.5 inches by 6.5 inches also are permitted.

Each spectator may bring one sealed bottle of water.

Prohibited items include alcohol and tobacco products, animals
and pets, binocular cases, diaper bags, camera bags, tinted or non-
clear bags, non-clear purses larger than the permitted clutch size,
sports balls and outside food or drinks. All bags and personal items
are subject to search.

Spectators who need a clear bag may purchase cross-body and
tote-size options through the Castleberry ISD online store. A por-
tion of proceeds from purchases supports the district.

Castleberry ISD encourages spectators to review the policy be-
fore attending athletic events and to leave prohibited bags and un-
necessary personal items at home.

Suburban Newspapers, Inc. Staff Writers

Free VIN Etching Event

Tarrant County-area residents will have an opportunity to have
their vehicle identification number etched onto their vehicle’s win-
dows for free from 8 a.m. to noon Aug. 28 at Resource Connection,
Parking Lot E, 2300 Circle Drive in Fort Worth.

The event is hosted by the Tarrant Regional Auto Crimes Task
Force and is designed to help deter vehicle theft and assist law en-
forcement with vehicle recovery.VIN etching permanently marks
a vehicle’s unique identification number on its windows. The mark-
ing can help discourage theft and make it easier to identify and re-
cover a vehicle if it is stolen.

Vehicle owners are encouraged to attend during the event hours
and take advantage of the no-cost safety measure.

Home
Cooking
Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3pm

4705 River Oaks Blvd,
Fort Worth, TX 76114

817-378-9262

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:

6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3 pm
4902 US-377,
Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-244-1372

Q “%el' BPOWII P

Open 7 Days a Week!
Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.

817-237-2114

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135
O]d eﬁ
Tyme Restaurant & BaX
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges
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Lady Blrd Johnson Left a Lasting Legacy on America’s Highways

Pictured above: Official White House
portrait of Lady Bird Johnson, 1967.

The American highway is a unique ex-
perience. Americans can travel anywhere at
any time connected by a network of tens of
thousands of miles of paved highways. Driv-
ers can drive through farmlands, hills, dense
forests, towering mountains, and flower-
strewn prairies in a matter of hours compared
to the days or weeks that same journey would
require of 19th century settlers. In Texas, the
springtime views of whole fields covered in
bluebonnets make driving the many miles all
the more pleasant. And so much of the un-
interrupted natural beauty of the byways and
freeways of today is because of Lady Bird
Johnson.

She was born Claudia Alta Taylor in De-
cember 1912 in Karnack, a small community
in Harrison County near the Texas border
with Louisiana. Her father, Thomas Jefferson
Johnson Taylor, had been a success story in
his own right, the son of a poor sharecropper
who came to own 15,000 acres of prime cot-
ton land, two thriving general stores, and one
of the finest mansions in the area. As a
young child, she picked up the nickname
“Lady Bird” after her nursemaid said that she
was “pretty as a lady bird.”

She graduated high school at age 15, at-
tending Marshall High School in nearby
Marshall, graduating third in her class. She
then earned a history degree at the University

of Texas in 1933 and a degree in journalism
in 1934. It was in Austin in 1934 that she
met Lyndon B. Johnson, then a congressional
aide. Johnson proposed to her on the first
date, but she managed to convince him to
wait before they married ten weeks later.

Lady Bird Johnson helped her husband
climb the political ladder. She helped him fi-
nance his first congressional campaign and
would work behind the scenes and appear at
campaign rallies with him. When her hus-
band was elected vice-president in 1960, she
continued to travel across the country and
often served as a stand-in for First Lady
Jackie Kennedy. After the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy in 1963, she con-
soled Jackie Kennedy on the long flight back
to Washington, DC, and in the weeks after-
ward as she and her children stayed at the
White House.

Highway beautification had been a pas-
sion of the First Lady for a number of years.
Johnson led a number of White House con-
ferences on beautification and the environ-
ment. She had been quietly pushing her
husband to enact legislation to improve the
scenic beauty of the American roadway. Her
vision was finally realized when President
Johnson signed the Highway Beautification
Act in 1965.

This act immediately limited the number
and size of billboards along interstate high-
ways and U. S. Highways across the country.
It provided funding to help cities clean up
local parks and helped fund the development
and re-development of green spaces along
highways. It limited the view of junkyards
from view and encouraged state and local
laws limiting dumping and pollution along
highways. This immediately inspired com-
munity clean-up efforts across the nation and
similar laws at the state and local level ai-
ming to stop litter and pollution. States and
cities also worked to create scenic roads,
highways, and overlooks in the 1970s and
1980s while also encouraging the popular
Pitch In! anti-litter campaign and the adopt-
a-highway and adopt-a-street programs to
control pollution.

In one speech, she said, “First, we shape
our buildings, and then they shape us. The

same is true of our highways, our parks, our
public buildings, and the environment we
create. They shape us.” She established Proj-
ect Pride to encourage community groups
and schools to reduce litter, especially in
Washington, DC. Her projects inspired re-
habilitation of vacant buildings, creation of
new parks on empty lots, and the planting of
flowers and trees in dilapidated parks and
green spaces, particularly at national historic
sties across the nation’s capital.

The Johnsons returned to Austin after
LBJ’s presidency ended in 1969. Beautifica-
tion continued to be an important project for
Lady Bird Johnson. She worked with Austin
city leaders on improvement of the Town
Lake area, today a popular park area. In
1982, she co-founded the National Wild-
flower Research Center near Austin with
Helen Hayes. The center was renamed for
Johnson in 1994.

Lady Bird Johnson died at age 94 in
2007. A number of schools and buildings
have since been named in her honor, and she
received many awards for her work. In 2007,
Austin’s Town Lake was also renamed Lady
Bird Lake in remembrance of her work.

Pictured below: Lady Bird Johnson at the
signing of the Highway Beautification Act,
also referred to as “Lady Bird's Bill”
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Weekend Forecast

Friday, August 28:

AM - Mostly sunny, high near 98. Calm wind becoming east around 5mph.
PM - Mostly clear, low around 77. E/SE wind around Smph becoming S after midnight. |

Saturday, August 29:

AM - Sunny and hot, high near 99. South wind 5-10mph.
PM - Clear, low around 77. Southeast wind 5-10mph.

Sunday, August 30:

AM - Sunny and hot, high near 99. South wind around 10mph, with gusts as high as
20mph.
PM - Clear, with a low around 77.

Extended Forecast Click Here || | ( B
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