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From Tarrant County Tax Office

Property Tax Deadline Jan. 31
     The last day to pay 2021 property taxes to avoid penalty and
interest is Tuesday, Jan. 31. On Feb. 1, current year taxes become
delinquent and will incur penalty and interest.   
     An additional collection penalty will be charged on accounts
that are delinquent on April 1 for personal property or July 1 for
real property.  Mineral accounts are considered real property. 
     The collection penalty will be 15 percent or 20 percent of the
total taxes, penalties and interest due, depending on your taxing
jurisdiction.  
     After July, interest continues to accrue at 1 percent per month.
Taxes not paid by Jan. 31 will increase, unless the half payment
or a quarterly installment is applied to the account.
     The first installment of half payments must be paid on or
before Nov. 30.  The second installment must be paid on or before
June 30. Installment Payments for Over 65 or Disability
Exemption:  due Jan. 31, March 31, May 31 and July 31. Penalty
and Interest will be applied to accounts paid after the due date.   
Payments by Mail
     Checks/Cashier Checks/Money Orders are accepted by mail. 
     All payments must be postmarked by Jan. 31, or the half pay-
ment/quarter payment due date if eligible, to avoid penalty and
interest. The postmark is the U.S. Postal Service cancellation
stamp. A metered postage stamp with a date is not a postmark.
     All checks received are electronically cleared through your
bank. A check copy will be imaged and is available through the
Tax Office. Your check will not be returned. Accounts will incur
a $25 service charge on returned checks.
     Make checks payable to: Wendy Burgess, Tax Assessor-
Collector.
     Tax Payments may be mailed to:
     Wendy Burgess, Tax Assessor-Collector
     PO Box 961018
     Fort Worth, TX  76161-0018

     Our physical address is:
     Wendy Burgess, Tax Assessor-Collector
     100 E. Weatherford Street
     Fort Worth, TX  76196
     Please note: The zip code for our physical address recently
changed. It is 76196. The U.S. Postal Service will return mail that
has an incorrect zip code.
Payments by Phone
     Have your account number ready and call our third party pay-
ment processor at 817-884-1110 from your home phone or mobile
device. Press ‘0’ to speak to an agent if you do not have your
account number, or if you are making a partial payment of the
total due.
     In a hurry? Call while you are in line. No need to continue
waiting once the payment is accepted! Debit/Credit (American
Express, Mastercard, Visa or Discover) cards are accepted by
phone. No gift cards, payroll cards, etc. E-Checks are also accept-
ed. Due to a high volume of calls October through January, you
may experience an extended wait to speak to an operator.
     Access our online payment application to verify payment has
been posted or to print a receipt. Allow one to three days for a
payment by phone to be posted. There are no fees for E-Check
payments.
     The following debit/credit cards are currently accepted online
and in person: American Express, Discover, Mastercard and Visa.   
     The following fees may apply:
     In Person: Face-to-Face Credit  2.15 percent, with a $2.50
minimum
     In Person: Face-to-Face Debit $2.50
     Online or by Phone Credit: 2.15 percent
     Online or by Phone Debit: $2.95
     Please note:  Tax Office representatives are not able to take
your payment by phone. When calling (continued on page 7)

http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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In-Home
Service

817-244-5404
Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance 
Sale!Appliance 
Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

WOW!WOW!
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

E-CONN 
ELECTRIC  

Service, Remodel, 
New Construction. 

Insured/BBB Accredited. 
C/C accepted. Tecl 20470 

817-615-7164 
or 817-831-2600 

Customer Satisfaction is Our Goal!

Benbrook AmericanBenbrook American
Legion Post 297Legion Post 297

First Friday Fish & Grilled Chicken
Burgers & More Following Fridays 6-8pm

Made-to-Order Breakfast on Saturdays 8-11am
Donations Accepted

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
8201 Old Benbrook Rd. 761268201 Old Benbrook Rd. 76126

8805 Clifford St .  817-246-8160

Buy 4 Tenders
w/gravy & biscuit -   
Get 4 Tenders 1/2 off!

w/this ad

12 Tenders
w/gravy & biscuit   

$13.99 w/this ad

From the River Oaks Police Department
Internet Purchase
Exchange Site
     The Police Department located at 4900
River Oaks Blvd. is a safe meet-up spot for
internet purchase exchanges. 
     Individuals are allowed to meet in front
of the lobby outside or inside.

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 
“Licensed and insured for your protec-
tion” Warranty on all parts and labor • 
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges. 
Senior & Military discounts. 100% 
Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-
COOL(2665) TACLB26642  

 
 

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 
For All of Your Electrical Needs & 

Wants! No Job is too Small! Located in 
White Settlement & will serve the sur-

rounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 

AIR & HEATING

ELECTRIC SERVICES

HANDYMAN

CONCRETECOMPUTERS

  
     
    

     
     

 

  
     

     
       

   
 

 
   

      
       

     
   
 

   
       
      

  
       

   
    

    
   

 

 

 

 

   
   

    
      

  
  

  

                

   
  

   
  

  
 

 8120-A White Settlement Rd 
817-945-comp(2667) 

or 817-437-8580

Virus Removal & Upgrades, 
Office Furn. 

Fax & Copy Services 
Toner Cartridges 

A+, Network+ Certified

   
      

      
     

  

 

 

 

  
   

       

   

   
          
                       
                 

 
 

  
  

   

   
  
  

 

      

  

 
    

       
    

 
  

  

  

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. Lite-
electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, roof, tile 

& sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars & much 
more. Free Est. 817-249-2028

J U A R E ZJ U A R E Z  
CONCRETE/FENCING 
Commercial & Residential 

Concrete Slabs, driveways, 
patios, stone & rock work, 

walls, carports, Quality 
Work, FREE Estimates. 

 817-896-9805 
817-578-3329

CALL TODAY TOCALL TODAY TO  
RESERVE YOUR ADRESERVE YOUR AD  

817-246-2473817-246-2473  
OR GO TO SUBURBAN-OR GO TO SUBURBAN-

NEWSPAPERS.COMNEWSPAPERS.COM

  
  

  
     

  

CHRISTIAN HANDYMAN 
Ceiling fans, painting, remodeling 

repairs. Small Jobs Ok Work 
Guaranteed. 817-560-1774

Happy New Year 
2023 call us today!

MORE THAN 1,600
READERS SUBSCRIBED!!!
We publish EVERY Thursday.

Get in FRONT of your customers!
ADVERTISE HERE TODAY!
suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

http://www.wsmuseum.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
https://chickene.com
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From Tarrant County

Dial 2-1-1 to Access
Free Assistance
     Getting free information about support
services for older adults, housing, trans-
portation and other topics is as easy as dial-
ing 2-1-1. That's the toll-free telephone
number that connects people with commu-
nity organizations and government agen-
cies across Texas.
     Just as 9-1-1 became an easy way to
reach emergency medical, police and fire
services, 2-1-1 is revolutionizing the way
Texans get information about important
non-emergency services. (This information
can be reached by dialing 817-258-8100.)
     Highly-trained information and referral
specialists housed at Tarrant County
United Way assist callers in an eight-coun-
ty area. This confidential and nationally-
accredited service is available 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.
     The information specialists help callers
find answers to questions about issues such
as: Caregiver Support; Child Care;
Financial Assistance; Food; Health
Services; Housing; In-Home Services;
Legal Assistance and. Transportation.
     Tarrant County United Way is one of
the Area Information Centers that make up
the 2-1-1 Texas network now serving all
Texas counties. 2-1-1 Texas is a program of
United Way in collaboration with the Texas
Health and Human Services Commission.
     2-1-1 information is also accessible
over the Internet at http://www.tarrant-
county211.org.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

S T EAKS T EAK N I GH T !N I G H T !
Public Welcome

Saturday, Jan. 7 • 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Steak Dinner or Pork Chop Dinner 

Meal includes:
New York Strip or Pork Chop,

Baked Potato, Salad and Dessert
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10429

1000 Stevens Drive • Benbrook, TX
US 377 South of I-20, left turn at 
Dutch Branch Park Lake Access

Please join us for
Burgers & More

Every Friday 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Thank  you  fo r  your  suppor t !

    
     

        
     

     
      

   
   

 
 

   
       

        
      

     
    

  

 

CARR’S REMODELING 
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks, 
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures. 
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions & 
carports.  30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-995-
6968 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, 
wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior 
wood repair, Over 30yrs. exp. Ref. Free 
Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

 Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic 
locate & repair. Sewer repair, gas test, 
tankless water heaters, bathroom & 
kitchen remodeling 817-715-6747 
M38813 

PLUMBING BY RICHARD 
Repairs • Drains Cleared • Slab Leaks 

Water Heaters • 49 yrs.exp. Master 
#M15853 Evening/Weekends/Holidays 

 C/C Cards Accepted  817-907-0472  

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS 
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp. 

We do it All! 
817-480-8465 lic #4543 

PLUMBING SERVICES

IRRIGATION WORK

PAINTING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

LYNCO FENCE  
Residential • Commercial 

Chain Link • Wood 
Fence Repair • Free Estimates  

Bobby Lynn 
(817) 246-5641 

Cell: (817) 994-8302

                

K and K 
Fencing LLC. 
Privacy, Chain link, 

Wrought Iron 
Residential or 
Commercial. 

817-219-0649

FENCING

     
 

 

    
  

    
  

  

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree 
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No 
job too Big/Small Sr. Disc. 817-793-
9096.

LAWN CARE SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

SERVICES PROVIDED

TREE SERVICES

Lawn care 
20+ yrs. Exp. 

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!  
817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

Our service includes: 
      • Large Tree Experts 
                   • Full Tree Service 
           • Stump Removal   817-249-YARD(9273) 

www.c3lawnandtree.com 
Fully Insured

Tree Service 
Benbrooks  

#1 In Customer Satisfaction

• Trimming  
• Hauloffs 
• Stump Removal

Expert Takedowns

Lic. & Insured   817-371-8597 

• Fire Wood

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

   
          

       
        

   

 
 

   
   

     
   
   

  

First hail hit your area?
Don’t risk further damaging your
home by letting yearly mainte-
nance fall by the wayside.

Schedule a free 
Roof Inspection now!

GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Add-ons, Additions,

Bathroom/Kitchen Remodel,
Patios, Carports

Registered Contractor
Fully Insured • A+ BBB RatingInsurance Claim Specialists

3232 Shawnee Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-831-2600
817-615-7164 (cell)
rob.g.ece@gmail.com ECE-LLC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
Your Local Roofing and
Construction Company

      
      

  
      

ca.suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

Mr. Sweeps 
Chimney Cleaning 

Special!
$10 OFF 

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning 
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com  817-692-5624

  
    

     
 

   
   

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial

Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn
(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302

      

First hail hit your area?
Don’t risk further damaging your
home by letting yearly mainte-
nance fall by the wayside.

Schedule a free 
Roof Inspection now!

GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Add-ons, Additions,

Bathroom/Kitchen Remodel,
Patios, Carports

Registered Contractor
Fully Insured • A+ BBB RatingInsurance Claim Specialists

3232 Shawnee Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-831-2600
817-615-7164 (cell)
rob.g.ece@gmail.com ECE-LLC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
Your Local Roofing and
Construction Company

Our service includes:
       • Large Tree Experts
       • Full Tree Service
       • Stump Removal
817-249-YARD(9273)
www.c3lawnandtree.com

Fully Insured

TreeService
Benbrook’s 

#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Lawn care
20+ yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!
817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

http://www.tarrantcounty211.org
http://www.tarrantcounty211.org
www.c3lawnandtree.com
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Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
Due to the PATH Act and Due to the PATH Act and 

advance child tax payments, advance child tax payments, 
refunds will be delayed.refunds will be delayed.

We offer We offer 
REFUND ADVANCES REFUND ADVANCES 

of $500-$7000 of $500-$7000 
beginning Jan. 2beginning Jan. 2**

*must qualify*

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
1001 S. Cherry Lane
Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-367-0036

Call today to schedule your appointment!

H&R AUTOMOTIVE INC.
2015 ROBERTS CUTOFF RD
FORT WORTH, TX 76114

817-626-6888
TXDOT VSF# 513630VSF

These vehicles will be considered abandoned if unclaimed and will
be sold in a public sale auction.

VEHICLE
2018 HYUNDAI 
2019 DODGE

1987 PEUGEOT 
2007 PONTIAC 
2019 FORD
1988 FORD

2002 CHRYSLER 
2003 CADILLAC 

2009 VOLKSWAGEN 
2015 DODGE
2016 BUICK 
2005 HONDA 
1995 NISSAN 
2004 GMC 

2017 CHEVY 
2005 HONDA 
2012 NISSAN 
2017 CHEVY 

2012 HYUNDAI 
2009 CHEVY 

2007 CADILLAC
2011 CHEVY 
2011 DODGE 

2007 MITSUBISHI 
2012 NISSAN 
2019 FORD

VIN #
5NPE34AF2JH658995 

2C3CDXHGXKH677944 
VF3DA1319HS518049 
2G2WR554371235293 
1FTEW1CP6KKC83305 
1FTDE14N3JHA57309 
1A8HW58258F125825 
1G6KY54963U240418 

WVWBB71K69W044364 
2C4RDGCG5FR603960 
KL4CJASBXGB620345 
JHMES15515S002876 
JN8H017Y8SW890043 
1GKEC13V64R147424 
1G1BC5SM7H7281528 
JHMES26795S000119 
3N1BC1CP8CK200588 
1G1BC5SM1J7122736 

KMHDH4AE0CU448114 
3GNCA23B59S512238 
1G6KD57Y37U162488
1G1PF5S99B7265170 
2C3CDZAG9JH116381 
4A3AB36FX7E083538 
1N4AL24EYC165115 
1FTFW1E58KFC32445

Legal Notice

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater North Texas

Scholarship Applications Accepted Through April 1
     Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater North Texas
(RMHCNTX) announced the opening of applications for its
Scholarship Program, which grants more than $60,000 to 30 local
high school seniors each year. Funded by North Texas
McDonald’s owner/operators and donations from the community,
the annual scholarships recognize students for their outstanding
academic achievements and community involvement.
     Applications are open online at rmhcntx.org/scholarships and
must be submitted by April 1, 2023. All students can apply
regardless of race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gen-
der, disability, or national origin. To qualify for an RMHC
Scholarship, students must:
     • be a high school senior
     • be younger than 21 years old
     • be eligible to attend a two- or four- year college or univer-
sity with a full course of study
     • be a legal U.S. resident
     • live in the geographic areas of the RMHC of Greater North
Texas Chapter
     • and submit a complete application and all required docu-
mentation by the deadline.
     “Each year, we’re proud to support high school seniors in our
community as they pursue their education,” said David Floyd,
local McDonald’s Owner/Operator and Board Treasurer of

RMHCNTX. “We hope this scholarship allows students to focus
on their academics without having to worry about finances.”
     Since the Scholarship Program was founded in 1988, more
than $2.5 million has been awarded to more than 1,500 North
Texas high school seniors. For more information and to apply,
visit rmhcntx.org/scholarships. 

About RMHC of Greater North Texas
     Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater North Texas
(RMHC of Greater North Texas), a non-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion that creates, finds and supports programs that directly
improve the health and well-being of children and their families.
Our programs are grassroots-driven to enable us to offer help
where children and families need it most – right in their own com-
munities. RMHC of Greater North Texas is part of a global net-
work of Chapters making a positive impact on the lives of children
and families in 65 countries and regions around the world.
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From Tarrant County
Jury Services: Reporting for Jury Duty
     Jury service plays a vital role in sustaining the American system
of justice.

Why was my name drawn for jury service?
     The Texas Legislature is responsible for all laws pertaining to
jury service. Every other year the Secretary of State receives the
Tarrant County voters list, the driver's license and identification card
lists from the Department of Public Safety. The Secretary of State
then combines these lists and sends Tarrant County their jury list for
the upcoming two years.  The Tarrant County jury list begins in
January of the even years and ends the last week of December in the
odd years.  Currently, there are over one million names on our jury
list and we mail over 200,000 summons annually. The reason some
people never receive a summons is because we are not able to
exhaust the list before the end of the two-year cycle.
     However, it is now easier than ever to report for jury service.
Gone are the days of reporting to the Central Jury Room and waiting
all day to see if the courts would need a jury. Now you have a
choice.  You can report in person as summoned to the Central Jury
Room. Or, you can use our online system, eResponse.  As long as
you register online at least two business days in advance and con-
firm your status; we will email your jury service instructions.  The
date you are summoned to appear will not change.  If you receive an
online assignment, your time and place will change.  By using
eResponse, you will be sent an email with instructions regarding
your jury service which generally, allows you to bypass the Central
Jury Room.

E-Response Online Services Requirements:
     • Must have daily email access
     • Must have telephone number
     • Sign into eResponse using your candidate number and date of
birth from the summons.
     • Check your email daily
     - You will receive an email to verify your email address.
     - Add juryroom@tarrantcounty.com as safe sender to avoid
emails going to the Junk Folder (especially if you are a gmail or
yahoo user.)
     - Generally all email notifications are sent out by 5 p.m. 
     - Read all emails, remembering to scroll down to read entire
email. Follow instructions in the emails.
     • Complete two questionnaires:
     1. Qualification questionnaire will determine qualifications
along with verification for legal excuses. Read each question thor-
oughly.
     2. Court specific questionnaire - accessed through email when
notified of court assignment -- requires some duplicate information.
     If no email is received from Tarrant County Jury Services, then
appear at the date and time listed on the summons.

The Selection Process
     When you arrive at the Central Jury Room in the Tim Curry

Justice Center, you will check in and be assigned to a court. The
courts are primarily in the downtown area. The courts adhere to a
strict appearance policy. Appropriate dress for your court assign-
ment should be whatever you would wear to a job interview: no
shorts or inappropriate t-shirts and tank tops.
     There are two basic types of cases, criminal and civil (including
family cases). A criminal case results when a person is accused of
committing a crime. You, as a juror, must decide whether the person
charged is guilty or not guilty. The accused person is presumed inno-
cent, and the state, represented by the district attorney, must prove
guilt "beyond a reasonable doubt." A civil case results from a dis-
agreement or dispute between two or more parties. In a civil case,
you, as a juror, must answer questions of disputed facts based upon
the testimony and evidence admitted by the judge. The answers to
these questions are called the verdict.
     Cases will usually be heard by juries of six or 12 jurors (six in
county courts and 12 in district courts). A larger group, called a
panel, will be sent to the trial courtroom. When you arrive at your
court, the bailiff there will instruct you.
     Jurors will be questioned by each of the lawyers under the super-
vision of the judge. This interview process is called voir dire. The
voir dire is a way for the parties to select an impartial jury. You may
be questioned individually or as a group to determine selection of
the jury. For example, the lawyer may ask you questions to see if
you are connected to the trial or if you have any prejudice or bias
toward anyone in the trial.
     The questions of the attorneys and judge are not intended to
embarrass you, but rather to help the lawyers in the jury selection
process. You may ask the judge to allow you to answer some ques-
tions away from the other jurors. A juror may be excused from the
panel if it is shown that the juror cannot act impartially concerning
the case to be heard. In addition, each side is allowed to remove a
given number of jurors from the panel without having to show any
reason.
     The trial jury will be the first six or 12 of the remaining jurors on
the panel. After the voir dire, the selection of jurors will be
announced and the remainder of the panel will be returned to the
central jury room. If you have a special need or an emergency after
you have been selected as a juror on a trial panel, tell the bailiff in
the courtroom.
     Should the parties to a suit unexpectedly reach a settlement or
agree to a plea, the bailiff will announce this to the panel and instruct
you to return to the jury room for further instructions. A settlement
or plea does not mean a juror's time has been unproductive.

     NOTE: You may be asked to complete a questionnaire either in
the central jury room or after you arrive in the court. The informa-
tion on these forms is used by the attorneys for both sides during the
voir dire process to expedite the jury selection. The oath has been
administered to you, therefore you are still under oath when you
answer these questions.

https://www.tarrantcounty.com/en/jury-services/about-jury-services/reporting-for-duty/eresponse-online-services.html
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Texas History Minute

Here’s to a New Year - 2023 by Dr. Ken Bridges

     Once Christmas has passed, the world looks to a new year.
Many wonder what the new year will bring. It will be a year
marked with war in some nations and peace in others.  There will
be triumph, and there will be heartbreak.  But in the meantime, the
world pauses to celebrate the end of one year and the hopes for
the next. 
     In New York City, the famous dropping of the Times Square
Ball marks the new year.  It is a tradition dating back to New
Year’s Eve 1904 when Adolph Ochs, then owner of The New York
Times, devised it as a way of celebrating the new year by having
the glass ball lowered on the roof of his newspaper building.  The
modern ball, its fifth incarnation, is glass, six feet in diameter, and
weighs more than 1,200 pounds. It was manufactured by
Waterford Crystal and has more than 9,500 LED lights illuminat-
ing it.  It is the most popular new year’s observance in the United
States. 
     Observances of the new year date back thousands of years as
ancient peoples recognized the regular shifting patterns of stars at
night and the sun in the day and their connection to particular sea-
sons.  The earliest observances of Jan. 1 for the beginning of the
year began with the Romans around 713 BC.  The Romans named
the first month of their lunar calendar year January after the
Roman god Janus, who supposedly was the god of time and also
the god of beginnings and transitions.  According to legend, Janus
had two faces, one looking into the past and the other looking into
the future.  It was a day marked with great celebrations. 
     The tradition of Rosh Hashanah marks the tradition of the
Jewish new year, which means “head of the year” in Hebrew, a
tradition dating back to the Old Testament.  This holiday is not
observed in January but sometime in September or October,
depending on the lunar calendar. The two-day celebration
includes many symbolic foods, including apples dipped in honey
to mark a sweet new year.  It is a national holiday only in Israel
and Ukraine.  In 2023, it will begin at sunset on Sep. 15 and run
through Sept. 17. 
     In most countries throughout the world, Jan. 1 is an official
holiday to mark the beginning of the new year.  Even many non-
western countries will observe Jan. 1 as New Year’s Day because
of the overwhelming influence of European and American busi-
ness and culture for the past few centuries as they ultimately
adopted the modern Gregorian calendar used throughout the
West, even in officially atheist nations like China.   
     The Chinese New Year will not start until Jan. 22.  Under the
Chinese Zodiac system dating back many centuries, 2023 marks
the Year of the Rabbit. In China, the rabbit is associated with luck,
so the Year of the Rabbit is usually considered a lucky year.  In
China, fireworks are set off to mark the new year and to also scare
off demons and forces of darkness.   
     Similarly, Jan. 22 will mark the traditional Vietnamese New
Year, known as Tet.  The Vietnamese lunar calendar is very simi-

lar to the Chinese calendar. The Vietnamese Zodiac, however,
makes the cat a symbol of 2023 instead of the rabbit but similarly
considered to be lucky. By tradition, a great feast is prepared,
family reunions are held, and many celebrations are held in cities
across the country.  Many in Vietnam see Tet as the beginning of
spring as well.  Cleaning the home is also part of the traditional
observances to symbolically clean out the bad spirits from the
previous year. 
     Different types of food are also associated with the New Year’s
celebrations.  In India, rice is eaten for prosperity in the new year.
Buttered bread is supposed to be good luck in Ireland.  In Spain,
people traditionally eat 12 grapes at midnight, one at each chime,
to bring luck for the year.  In the American South, black-eyed peas
are eaten for good luck for the new year.  Leafy green vegetables
like collard greens are supposed to symbolize prosperity. 
     In some cultures, it is also customary to exchange gifts on New
Year’s Day.  In Ancient Persia, eggs were given as symbols of fer-
tility in the new year. When observances of Christmas and reli-
gion were outlawed in the Soviet Union, Russians responded by
shifting gift-giving from Christmas to New Year’s Day.  
     In Scotland, gifts of silverware or pastries are traditionally
given for luck.  In the Philippines, Christmas and New Year’s Day
celebrations are often combined. 
     There are many other superstitions for luck surrounding cele-
brations. In France, the weather on New Year’s Day is supposed
to be an omen for the year’s weather. Brazilians wear white for
good luck while households in Puerto Rico sprinkle sugar outside
their homes to invite good fortune inside. In Scotland, the first
person to enter the home in the new year is also supposed to sym-
bolize a person’s luck for the year.   
     To this day, New Year’s Day is still a time to reflect on the past
and look forward to the days ahead.  What 2023 and the years
beyond hold is as yet a mystery.  But as Winston Churchill once
said, “The further in the past we look, the farther ahead we can
see.”

From Castleberry ISD

Castleberry ISD Annual Report
Public Hearing
     Statute requires that each district’s board of trustees hold a
public hearing to discuss the district’s annual report within 90 cal-
endar days of receiving the PDF TAPR report. 
     The Board of Education of the Castleberry Independent
School District will hold the public meeting in a Special Meeting
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023, at the Castleberry ISD
Board Room located at 5228 Ohio Garden Road, Fort Worth, TX
76114.
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Unexpectedly Useful Housewarming
Gifts
     Attending a housewarming is a great
way to celebrate a friend’s new home, but
how do you find the perfect present to
accompany the visit? These unique gift
ideas are not only bound to make a state-
ment, they’re incredibly useful to boot.
     Fix-It Essentials: For practicality at its
absolute best, pack up some must-haves for
the house. Include a hammer, screwdrivers
and some duct tape to help your friends get
all those initial DIY projects handled – and
cover bases for any future projects and
everyday fixes that may pop up.
     Plant Some Love: Flowers are always a
great way to brighten a day, but why not
offer something that can brighten a space
for years to come and grow with the house-
hold? Bring over a gorgeous houseplant or
orchid for a gift that lasts and makes your
friends think of you every time they see it.
Tie on a sweet note and a ribbon for a fun,
personal touch.
     Organization Must-Haves: Create a
welcome home gift that will prove useful
for years to come. Put together a basket

that includes all those essentials we some-
times forget, like high-quality hangers,
drawer organizers, rubber bands and paper
clips for paperwork. 
     Stock the Bar: Wine is fine, but why not
equip your friends with what they need to
entertain in the future? Bring over a
favorite spirit, mixer and cocktail recipe
book to keep the party going. Round out
this gift with a cute set of rocks glasses or
drink shaker.
     Take a Photo: In the age of digital pho-
tography, you can help make memories
more permanent. Bring your newly relocat-
ed friends a large empty photo album and
toss in a few disposable cameras or instant
film camera to start capturing the fun right
away. Kick off the entries by including a
cute photo of yourself!
     Gift giving at a housewarming doesn’t
have to be stressful. By getting creative
with a variety of useful items, you can help
make a house a home while making a last-
ing impression on those you love.

817-884-1110, you are accessing our third
party payment processor.
Payments by Drop Box
     No need to wait in line! Drop box pay-
ments are available inside select locations
during normal business hours. Only checks
are accepted in drop boxes, and please
include your account number and phone
number on your check.
     Locations include:
     • outside the Tarrant County
Administration Building, at the northwest
corner of the building on Main Street, in
downtown Fort Worth. The address is 100
E. Weatherford Street. This payment
option is available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. 
     • outside the Arlington sub-courthouse
located at 700 E. Abram Street in
Arlington.
     • outside the Mansfield sub-courthouse
located at 1100 Broad Street in Mansfield.
     Your payment is posted with the date
you dropped the payment. Cash and cred-
it/debit cards are not accepted in the Drop
Box. Please mark your statement if you
would like us to mail you a receipt. Allow
up to four weeks to receive a receipt during
peak times. Access our online payment
application to verify payment has been
posted.  Please allow 72 hours during peak
times.
Payments by Kiosk
     Payment kiosks are located inside the
property tax lobby of the downtown Fort
Worth location only with no need to wait in
line.
     Debit/Credit card (American Express,
Mastercard, Visa or Discover) or E-check
accepted at the kiosk. No gift cards, payroll
cards, etc.
     The kiosk is easy to use; however,
instructions are located at the kiosk should
you need assistance.
     Search your accounts, verify payments
are made, print a statement or print a
receipt.
     There are no fees for E-Checks.

Property Tax
Deadline (continued from page 1)

The next 

River Oaks

City Council

meeting 

will be held

on

Tuesday,

Jan 10

at

7PM

https://www.tarrantcounty.com/en/tax/about-us/maps-and-locations.html
https://taxonline.tarrantcounty.com/TaxPayer/Search/
https://taxonline.tarrantcounty.com/TaxPayer/Search/
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

AIR & HEATING
PRECISION Aire & Heat

817-563-2665
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

REMODELING
D & M Repair/Remodeling

817-233-5339
ECE CONSTRUCTION LLC

817-831-2600
817-615-7164

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting

817-371-8597

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS
I MOW 4 YOU
817-988-2249

corvetteron@hotmail.com
ALEX’S Lawn Care

817-793-9096

FENCING
LYNCO Fencing
817-246-5641

K And K Fencing
817-219-0649

BOB YOUNG Fencing
817-495-5543

bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
COLUMBIA College

817-377-3276
ftworth@CCIS.edu

AMERICAN LEGION Post 297
817-249-2791

alpost297@sbcglobal.net

COMPUTERS
MICHAEL’S PC Repair

817-945-2667
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance

817-560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

MEDICARE Supplement Insurance
Call me about changing plans

Marilyn-Kaye.com or 817-874-7569

TREE SERVICE
CHAD GREEN Tree Service

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)
C THREE Lawn & Tree Service

817-249-YARD (9273)
WWW.C3LAWNAND TREE.COM

ROOFING
ECE ROOFING LLC

817-831-2600
817-615-7164

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE

8120 White Settlement Rd
817-244-5404

ELECTRIC
E-CONN ELECTRIC

(817) 831-2600
(817)-615-7164 IRRIGATION/SPRINKLERS

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
817-480-8465

irrigator4543@gmail.com

PLUMBING
PLUMBING by Richard

817-907-0472
rvmunoz001@gmail.com

LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-715-6747

lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net

Three Day Weekend Forecast
Friday, Jan. 6:

AM -  Sunny; high near 70. South wind 5-15mph, with gusts as high as 25mph.
PM - Partly cloudy, low around 52. S wind 10-15mph, with gusts as high as 20mph.

Saturday, Jan. 7:
AM - Mostly sunny, high near 63. SW wind around 5mph becoming 10mph in the afternoon.

PM - Partly cloudy, low around 40.

Sunday, Jan. 8:
AM - A 20% chance of showers. Mostly sunny; high near 55.
PM - A 30% chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, low around 39.

Extended Forecast Click Here

www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
https://forecast.weather.gov

