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Sign up to have the FREE digital edition of the
River Oaks News sent to your inbox weekly! 

Click Here

     January is School Board Recognition Month and Castleberry ISD
is honored to celebrate its board members for their volunteer dedica-
tion and commitment to the district’s schools and students. 
     “Our School Board Members are selfless volunteers who work to
ensure the students at Castleberry ISD have the best educational oppor-
tunities available,” Renee Smith-Faulkner, Acting Superintendent of
Castleberry ISD said. “Celebrating School Board Recognition Month
is one way to say thanks for all they do.”
     Serving as a link between the community and classroom, school
board members are elected to establish the policies that provide the
framework for public schools.

Kenneth Romo

Linda Aguillón Ariela Martinez

David Holder Cathy Gatica Mary Lou Martinez Tracy Gallman

From Castleberry ISD

Castleberry ISD Celebrates School Board Recognition Month

     “School boards are essential to a strong public education system,”
Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) Executive Director Dan
Troxell said. “They provide the local governance and oversight that
makes it possible for school districts to serve students, including estab-
lishing a strategic plan, adopting policies, approving a budget and
selecting and evaluating a superintendent. It’s fitting that we celebrate
them in January as their leadership is key to the success of every school
district in Texas.”
     Thanks to the district’s school board, major projects such as the
renovation of Irma Marsh Middle School, the approval of the CISD
STEM Academy @ River District, updated athletic facilities and fields,
additional safety precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19, and
the purchase of security equipment to ensure district facilities are safe
and secure, have all been approved. 
     Throughout January, Castleberry ISD campuses and departments
will honor and show appreciation for the district’s board members.
Each campus in the district has adopted a school board member to cel-
ebrate and recognize. 
     To learn more about school board service visit the Texas
Association of School Boards website. For more information about
serving on CISD’s school board and upcoming elections, visit the
Board Elections page on the district’s website. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protec-
tion” Warranty on all parts and labor •
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges.
Senior & Military discounts. 100%
Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-
COOL(2665) TACLB26642

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479

A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs &
Wants! No Job is too Small! Located in
White Settlement & will serve the sur-
rounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

CARR’S REMODELING
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks,
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures.
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions &
carports.  30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-995-
6968

AIR CONDITION ING/ HEATING

DRAIN CLEANING

ELECTRIC SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CONCRETE

HANDYMAN

OVER 1400 SUBSCRIBERSOVER 1400 SUBSCRIBERS
RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION!RECEIVE THIS PUBLICATION!
DONT MISS AN OPPORTUNITYDONT MISS AN OPPORTUNITY
TO GET IN FRONT OF THEM!TO GET IN FRONT OF THEM!

ADVERTISE
IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS!
817-246-2473

DUKES DONUTS IS
HIRING!

Cashier & Baker needed!
Full time or part time.
Walk in @ 500 S. Cherry
Lane or call 817-818-
9911 or 817-505-908-
text.

CHRISTIANCHRISTIAN
HANDYMANHANDYMAN
Ceiling Fans, Minor

Repairs, Small Jobs Ok
- Indoor Jobs Only.
Work Guaranteed.
817-560-1774

Suburban
Newspapers, Inc.

~ Veteran Owned ~
Publishers of the

Benbrook News, River Oaks News and
White Settlement Bomber News

Publisher: Boyden Underwood, publisher@suburban-newspapers.com
Editor: Emily Moxley, suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

Classifieds: Vee Horn, ca.suburbannews@sbcglobal.net
7820 Wyatt Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76108  

817-246-2473
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com

North Texas Addiction
Counseling & Education

LAKE WORTH
3539 NW Jim Wright

Frwy, 76106
682-224-1441

WEATHERFORD
1506 Mineral Wells
Highway, 76086
817-757-7555

ARLINGTON
124 W. Pioneer Pkwy #120, Arlington, TX 76010

817-795-8278

State Funded
Suboxone/Methadone

Treatment
Now Accepting Insurance!

Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt
Robotics at the Benbrook Library

     During the holiday vacation, Arturo
and Evander Cardenas created Robotics
at the Benbrook Library.  
     They represent the First Lego League
(FLL), a competition using Lego
Mindstorm Robots. 
     Individuals build and program robots to
accomplish missions and compete with
other teams in North Texas.  
     Come out to the library and check it
out!

8805 Clifford St .  817-246-8160

Buy 4 Tenders
w/Gravy & Biscuit   

Get 4 Tenders for
$1 w/this ad

12 Tenders
w/Gravy & Biscuit   

$9.99 w/this ad
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CLASSIFIEDS

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479

A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000
HAYWOOD PAINTING

Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn,
wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior
wood repair, Over 30yrs. exp. Ref. Free
Est. Call 817-454-6489

PLUMBING BY RICHARD 
Master Plumber Lic.#M15853.*Repairs
*Drains Cleared *Slab Leaks *Water
Heaters Remodels, 45yrs. exp. Cards

Accepted 817-907-0472
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic
locate & repair. Sewer repair, gas test,
tankless water heaters, bathroom &
kitchen remodeling 817-715-6747
M3881.
Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479

A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

PLUMBING SERVICES

PAINTING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

PLUMBING SERVICES

K and K
Fencing LLC.
Privacy, Chain link,

Wrought Iron
Residential or
Commercial.

817-219-0649

FENCING TREE SERVICE

• Trimming 
• Hauloffs
• Stump Removal

Expert Takedowns

Lic. & Insured   817-371-8597
• Fire Wood

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial

Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn
(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
Due to the PATH Act and theDue to the PATH Act and the
advance child tax payments, advance child tax payments, 

refunds will be delayed.refunds will be delayed.

We offer refundWe offer refund
advances of advances of 
$500-$6000 $500-$6000 

beginning Jan. 3beginning Jan. 3**
*must qualify

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
1001 S. Cherry Lane
Fort Worth, TX 76108

Call today
817-367-0036
to schedule your appointment
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CLASSIFIEDS

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp.

We do it All!
817-480-8465   lic #4543

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479

A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trim-
ming leaf removal & fertilizing. No job too
Big/Small Sr. Disc. 817-793-9096.

IRRIGATION WORK

TILE WORK

LAWN CARE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Lawn care
20+ yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!
817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

Insured For Your Protection
• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

• Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATES

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

for ADS Call 817-246-2473

Advanced Tree Services
• Big Tree Removal (big/small) • Perfection Trimming •
Debris Removal • Stump Grinding  • Shrub Trimming •

Fire Wood • Senior Discount.
FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY INSURED
www.NorthTexasTree.com
817-249-8733 Mention This

Ad. for
Discount

Our service includes:
       • Large Tree Experts
       • Full Tree Service
       • Stump Removal
817-249-YARD(9273)
www.c3lawnandtree.com

Fully Insured

TreeService
Benbrook’s 

#1 In Customer Satisfaction
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From StatePoint Media
Is it Too Late to Reduce Your Mortgage
Payment by Refinancing?
     Experts say that with mortgage rates
beginning to rise, refinancing your home
now might be your last best chance to
lower your monthly mortgage payment, as
rates remain near all-time lows.
     Those who refinanced early in 2021
have already reaped the benefits.
Borrowers who refinanced their 30-year
fixed rate mortgage into another 30-year
fixed rate mortgage during the first half of
2021 saved over $2,800 in mortgage pay-
ments on principal and interest annually,
according to a recent Freddie Mac research
report.
     But mortgage rates are rising. Indeed, in
October 2021, the 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage, which is the most common type of
mortgage, rose to its highest point since
April, surpassing 3.0 percent. Freddie Mac
forecasts that mortgage rates will continue
to rise, averaging 3.5 percent for the 30-
year fixed in 2022. That’s up from an aver-
age of 3.0 percent in 2021.
     So is it time to refinance your home
loan? To help you make an informed deci-
sion, here are some answers to commonly
asked questions about the refinancing
process:
     • What does refinancing mean? When
you refinance your mortgage, you’re
applying for a new mortgage to replace
your current one, which will result in a new
rate, term and monthly payment. The most
common type of refinance is a no cash-out
refinance, in which you’re refinancing the
remaining balance on your mortgage.
     • When should I consider refinancing?
Generally speaking, refinances make the
most financial sense when average interest
rates are at least half a percentage point
lower than the interest rate on your current
mortgage. Another reason to consider refi-
nancing is if your financial situation has
improved, allowing you to secure a loan
with a shorter term and own your home
sooner. Finally, if you currently have an
adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM) and it’s

adjusting upward, you may wish to convert
to a fixed-rate mortgage that provides you
with the security of consistent payments.
     • Is refinancing free? Although refi-
nancing your mortgage could save you
money both in the long- and short-term, it
isn’t free. For the most part, refinancing
costs are similar to what you paid when
you purchased your home, including a loan
origination fee. There are required services
involved, such as appraisals, and state and
local fees that can vary significantly based
on where you live. The average cost to refi-
nance is almost $5,000, so you should care-
fully consider how long you plan to stay in
your home to ensure the savings to out-
weigh the costs.
     • Who should handle my refinance? You
don’t have to use your current lender to
refinance your loan. In fact, it’s in your
best interest to shop around and compare
multiple lenders’ loan estimates in search
of the best terms and cost. It may take more
time, but even a difference as small as one-
quarter of a percentage point can save you
thousands of dollars over the life of your
home loan. The good news? Rates are often
negotiable. In other words, you can ask
lenders to match the rate quoted by another
lender.
     There may be no time like the present to
lock in the lowest possible rate and receive
the highest monthly savings.
     As with any big financial endeavor,
you’ll want to do your homework, look
carefully at your short- and long-term
goals, and work closely with your lender to
do a cost-benefit analysis.

Benbrook AmericanBenbrook American
Legion Post 297Legion Post 297

First Friday Fish & Grilled Chicken
Burgers & More Following Fridays 6-8pm

Made-to-Order Breakfast on Saturdays 8-11am
Donations Accepted

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
8201 Old Benbrook Rd. 761268201 Old Benbrook Rd. 76126

www.c3lawnandtree.com


From Tarrant County
Jury Services: Reporting for Jury Duty
     Jury service plays a vital role in sustaining the American system
of justice.

Why was my name drawn for jury service?
     The Texas Legislature is responsible for all laws pertaining to
jury service. Every other year the Secretary of State receives the
Tarrant County voters list, the driver's license and identification card
lists from the Department of Public Safety. The Secretary of State
then combines these lists and sends Tarrant County their jury list for
the upcoming two years.  The Tarrant County jury list begins in
January of the even years and ends the last week of December in the
odd years.  Currently, there are over one million names on our jury
list and we mail over 200,000 summons annually. The reason some
people never receive a summons is because we are not able to
exhaust the list before the end of the two-year cycle.
     However, it is now easier than ever to report for jury service.
Gone are the days of reporting to the Central Jury Room and waiting
all day to see if the courts would need a jury. Now you have a
choice.  You can report in person as summoned to the Central Jury
Room. Or, you can use our online system, eResponse.  As long as
you register online at least two business days in advance and con-
firm your status; we will email your jury service instructions.  The
date you are summoned to appear will not change.  If you receive an
online assignment, your time and place will change.  By using
eResponse, you will be sent an email with instructions regarding
your jury service which generally, allows you to bypass the Central
Jury Room.

E-Response Online Services Requirements:
     • Must have daily email access
     • Must have telephone number
     • Sign into eResponse using your candidate number and date of
birth from the summons.
     • Check your email daily
     - You will receive an email to verify your email address.
     - Add juryroom@tarrantcounty.com as safe sender to avoid
emails going to the Junk Folder (especially if you are a gmail or
yahoo user.)
     - Generally all email notifications are sent out by 5 p.m. 
     - Read all emails, remembering to scroll down to read entire
email. Follow instructions in the emails.
     • Complete two questionnaires:
     1. Qualification questionnaire will determine qualifications
along with verification for legal excuses. Read each question thor-
oughly.
     2. Court specific questionnaire - accessed through email when
notified of court assignment -- requires some duplicate information.
     If no email is received from Tarrant County Jury Services, then
appear at the date and time listed on the summons.

The Selection Process
     When you arrive at the Central Jury Room in the Tim Curry

Justice Center, you will check in and be assigned to a court. The
courts are primarily in the downtown area. The courts adhere to a
strict appearance policy. Appropriate dress for your court assign-
ment should be whatever you would wear to a job interview: no
shorts or inappropriate t-shirts and tank tops.
     There are two basic types of cases, criminal and civil (including
family cases). A criminal case results when a person is accused of
committing a crime. You, as a juror, must decide whether the person
charged is guilty or not guilty. The accused person is presumed inno-
cent, and the state, represented by the district attorney, must prove
guilt "beyond a reasonable doubt." A civil case results from a dis-
agreement or dispute between two or more parties. In a civil case,
you, as a juror, must answer questions of disputed facts based upon
the testimony and evidence admitted by the judge. The answers to
these questions are called the verdict.
     Cases will usually be heard by juries of six or 12 jurors (six in
county courts and 12 in district courts). A larger group, called a
panel, will be sent to the trial courtroom. When you arrive at your
court, the bailiff there will instruct you.
     Jurors will be questioned by each of the lawyers under the super-
vision of the judge. This interview process is called voir dire. The
voir dire is a way for the parties to select an impartial jury. You may
be questioned individually or as a group to determine selection of
the jury. For example, the lawyer may ask you questions to see if
you are connected to the trial or if you have any prejudice or bias
toward anyone in the trial.
     The questions of the attorneys and judge are not intended to
embarrass you, but rather to help the lawyers in the jury selection
process. You may ask the judge to allow you to answer some ques-
tions away from the other jurors. A juror may be excused from the
panel if it is shown that the juror cannot act impartially concerning
the case to be heard. In addition, each side is allowed to remove a
given number of jurors from the panel without having to show any
reason.
     The trial jury will be the first six or 12 of the remaining jurors on
the panel. After the voir dire, the selection of jurors will be
announced and the remainder of the panel will be returned to the
central jury room. If you have a special need or an emergency after
you have been selected as a juror on a trial panel, tell the bailiff in
the courtroom.
     Should the parties to a suit unexpectedly reach a settlement or
agree to a plea, the bailiff will announce this to the panel and instruct
you to return to the jury room for further instructions. A settlement
or plea does not mean a juror's time has been unproductive.

     NOTE: You may be asked to complete a questionnaire either in
the central jury room or after you arrive in the court. The informa-
tion on these forms is used by the attorneys for both sides during the
voir dire process to expedite the jury selection. The oath has been
administered to you, therefore you are still under oath when you
answer these questions.
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Texas History Minute
Different Cultures Observe and Celebrate a New Year by Dr. Ken Bridges

     A weary world looks ahead to this new
year.  New Years observances are usually a
time of reflection over the past year as
news organizations replay the top stories of
the previous year and poke fun at the failed
predictions for the year while millions of
people look back on their experiences of
the previous year and ponder their expecta-
tions for the year ahead.
     The year 2022 will be noted for many
things, especially Feb. 22, a day, which
will happen to be a Tuesday, which will be
all twos: 2/22/22.
     Millions of people will make new years
resolutions, some will be kept and others
will fall by the wayside.  The most com-
mon resolutions for 2021 were: losing
weight/getting into shape, saving more
money, traveling more, making new
friends, and finding a new/better job.
Public opinion polls for new years resolu-
tions for 2022 are not that different: getting
into shape, spending more time with loved
ones, and saving money.
     Observances of the new year date back
thousands of years as ancient peoples rec-
ognized the regular shifting patterns of
stars at night and the sun in the day and
their connection to particular seasons.
Many ancient cultures would mark the
winter solstice, Dec. 21, as the beginning
of the year as the days started getting
longer and spring approached. In some
societies, the vernal equinox, the beginning
of spring in March, was seen as the begin-
ning of the year as well as the time to begin

planting.  The Babylonians were known as
early as 2600 BC to mark this day with cel-
ebrations and new year’s resolutions.
     The earliest observances of Jan. 1 for
the beginning of the year began with the
Romans around 713 BC. The Romans
named the first month of their lunar calen-
dar year January after the Roman god
Janus, who supposedly was the god of time
and also the god of beginnings and transi-
tions.  According to legend, Janus had two
faces, one looking into the past and the
other looking into the future, reflecting
Romans looking back and looking forward
with the new year’s revelry.  
     During the Middle Ages, New Years
celebrations were largely pushed aside in
favor of religious observances, such as
Christmas. Pope Gregory XIII restored
Jan. 1 as the official observance of New
Year’s Day in 1582. In most countries
throughout the world, Jan. 1 is an official
holiday to mark the beginning of the new
year. Even many non-western countries
will observe Jan. 1 as New Year’s Day.
The Chinese New Year, however, will not
start until Feb. 1. Under the Chinese
Zodiac system dating back many centuries,
2022 will mark the Year of the Tiger. The
year 2021 was the Year of the Ox, a symbol
of strength; and 2020 was the Year of the
Rat, an animal known as a trickster in
Chinese mythology.  In China, the tiger is a
symbol for strength, bravery, and inde-
pendence and fireworks are set off to mark
the new year and to also scare off demons
and forces of darkness.  Variations on these
new years traditions are found in South
Korea, Japan, and Cambodia. 
     Similarly, Feb. 1 will also mark the tra-
ditional Vietnamese New Year, known as
Tet.  The Vietnamese lunar calendar is very
similar to the Chinese calendar.  By tradi-
tion, a great feast is prepared, family
reunions are held, and many celebrations
are held in cities across the country.  Many
in Vietnam see Tet as the beginning of

spring as well.  Cleaning the home is also
part of the traditional observances to sym-
bolically clean out the bad spirits from the
previous year.
     In Orthodox Christian nations, the
Julian calendar is still used for religious
observances.  Under this calendar, the new
year does not begin until Feb. 14.  This is
most commonly observed in nations such
as Russia and Ukraine.
     Different types of food are also associ-
ated with New Year’s celebrations. In
India, rice is eaten for prosperity in the new
year. In parts of Europe and the United
States, leafy green vegetables such as
spinach are seen by many as symbolizing
money and prosperity for the new year.  In
the American South, black-eyed peas are
eaten for good luck.  In Turkey, pomegran-
ates are eaten for luck as a symbol of life
and fertility.      
     There are many other superstitions for
luck surrounding celebrations. In France,
the weather on New Year’s Day is sup-
posed to be an omen for the year’s weather.
In Denmark, unused plates are smashed
against doors to ward off bad luck.
Brazilians wear white for good luck
     To this day, New Year’s Day is still a
time to reflect on the past and look forward
to the days ahead.  And the world hopes for
a worry-free year with 2022.  Ahead lies a
calendar filled with possibilities.

http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME

(CALL FOR LIMIT)

8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas 76108

817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM

Closed: Sunday & Monday

ADVERTISE HERE!

http://www.wsmuseum.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

AIR & HEATING
PRECISION Aire & Heat

817-563-2665
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

REMODELING
D & M Repair/Remodeling

817-233-5339
CARR’S Remodeling

817-995-6968
Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.

817-831-4000
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting

817-371-8597

LAWN CARE
I MOW 4 YOU
817-988-2249

corvetteron@hotmail.com
ALEX’S Lawn Care

817-793-9096

FENCING
LYNCO Fencing
817-246-5641

K And K Fencing
817-219-0649

BOB YOUNG Fencing
817-495-5543

bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
COLUMBIA College

817-377-3276
ftworth@CCIS.edu

AMERICAN LEGION Post 297
817-249-2791

alpost297@sbcglobal.net

COMPUTERS
MICHAEL’S PC Repair

817-945-2667
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance

817-560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

TREE SERVICE

DRAIN CLEANING

CHAD GREEN Tree Service
817-246-5943

C THREE Lawn & Tree Service
817-249-YARD (9273)

WWW.C3LAWNAND TREE.COM

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
817-831-4000

contractingblankenship@outlook.com

REAL ESTATE
KEY PROPERTIES/ Lila Mendoza

817-263-7866
www.keypropmgt.com

BEAUTY
SAVANNAH & Suzie

817-614-3428
www.marykay.com/Huitt

IRRIGATION/SPRINKLERS
TIGERT & DAUGHTERS

Sprinkler & Irrigation.
817-480-8465

irrigator4543@gmail.com
PLUMBING

PLUMBING by Richard
817-907-0472

rvmunoz001@gmail.com
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing

817-715-6747
lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
817-831-4000

contractingblankenship@outlook.com

Three Day Weekend Forecast
Friday, Jan. 7:

AM -  Sunny; high near 51. Light E/SE wind becoming S/SE at 5-10mph in the morning.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 43. South wind around 10 mph.

Saturday, Jan. 8:
AM - Partly sunny; high near 71. South wind 10-15mph, with gusts as high as 20mph.

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 47.

Sunday, Jan. 9:
AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 60.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 32.

Extended Forecast Click Here

www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
https://forecast.weather.gov

