sRiver Oaks News

Established 1939 A Publication of Suburban Newspapers, Inc.

82nd Year No. 24 * 817-246-2473 « 7820 Wyatt Drive, White Settlement, Texas 76108 ¢ suburban-newspapers.com ¢ June 16, 2022

From Castleberry ISD

Castleberry ISD Names Kerissa Bearce
Principal of Irma Marsh Middle School

Castleberry ISD is pleased to announce
the promotion of Kerissa Bearce as
Principal of Irma Marsh Middle School.

Bearce has been with Castleberry ISD
since July 2019 serving as Assistant
Principal and was named Interim Principal
of Irma Marsh Middle School in May. She
is a proud graduate of Castleberry High
School and River Oaks community mem-
ber.

She began her career by working in
New Tech Network schools at Akins New
Tech High School and Eastside Memorial
Green Tech High School.

After obtaining her Master's Degree in
Educational Technology from Texas State
University in 2011, she began working for
the New Tech Network as a School
Development Coach. She was able to trav-
el across the country, training new schools

on the project-based learning model for
success in their implementation.

After she became an aunt, she moved
back to River Oaks and started as an
Instructional Technology Coach for
Grapevine-Colleyville ISD in August of
2013. She worked in all of the GCISD
schools model teaching, mentoring, and
leading PL.Cs. She co-wrote curriculum for
the middle school computer science cours-
es as well as helped lead the initial efforts
in elementary Computer Science and Hour
of Code. From 2015-2021 she also served
as a Code.org Facilitator, training elemen-
tary teachers across Texas to teach coding.

During her career, she has presented at
SXSW (continued on page 4)

From Castleberry ISD

Charles Gideon Named
Principal of Castleberry Elementary

Castleberry ISD is pleased to announce
the promotion of Charles Gideon as
Principal of Castleberry Elementary, effec-
tive immediately. Gideon has been with
Castleberry ISD since October 2019 serv-
ing as Assistant Principal of A.V. Cato
Elementary.

He began his career in education in Fort
Worth ISD where he was a middle school
math and science teacher. He served as
department head, technology liaison, and
an assistant principal intern.

His educational background includes an

associate degree from Tarrant County
College (TCC), Bachelor’s Degree from
University of Texas at Arlington (UTA),
and Master’s Degree from Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary. In 2019,
Gideon was recognized as A.V. Cato
Elementary’s Energizer of the year.
Gideon and his wife, Megan Rieger,
have three children: Lillie (12), Isaac (10),
and Kassidy (2). His family enjoys playing
soccer, board games, and card games
together. Gideon finds great joy in watch-
ing his (continued on page 4)
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Register for the 2022-2023 School Year

Online registration for the 2022-2023
school year at Castleberry ISD is open.

To register a current student, log into
Skyward Family Access and complete the
2022-2023 online registration process.

Be prepared to provide updated proof of
residency, such as current water, gas or
electric bill, or rental agreement, dated
within the last three months, and a driver's
license, state ID or consular ID.

For additional information regarding
enrollment at Castleberry ISD, visit the
district’s website or contact your child’s
campus.

* A.V. Cato Elementary - 4501 Barbara
Road; 817-252-2400

» Castleberry Elementary - 1100 Roberts
Cut Off Road; 817-252-2300

e Joy James Academy of Leadership -
5300 Buchanan Road; 817-252-2500

* Irma Marsh Middle School - 415 Hagg
Drive; 817-252-2200

e Castleberry High School - 315
Churchill Road; 817-252-2100

* District Administration - 5228 Ohio
Garden Road; 817-252-2000

Want to SUBSCRIBE to this
FREE Publication?

Click Here
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Castleberry Elementary IMMS Principal oninea srom page 1)

Prlnapal (continued from page 1) Interactive, SXSWEdu, ISTE, and Region 11.

Outside of work, she loves to solo travel, and would like to
children play soccer. In his spare time, you can find him referee- experience all the National Parks our country has to offer. She
ing soccer games, playing billiards, or running obstacle course recently hiked the highest peak in Texas at Guadalupe Mountains
races in addition to being an active member of his church. National Park. She is also an avid reader, cross stitcher, and home

Gideon is thankful district leadership and the Board of DJIY-er.
Education have allowed him to continue to have the opportunity ~ Bearce would like to thank the board and all of Castleberry
to lead in Castleberry ISD. He appreciates how the educational [SD for the opportunity to lead Irma Marsh Middle School. She
philosophies of district leaders align, and how there is truly a believes in teaching that engages, technology that enables, and a
focus on the academic growth of all students, including their culture that empowers and cannot wait to carry the banner for
social emotional needs, and involvement of all stakeholders in the IMMS by representing the school that raised her.
decision making process.

The All American Festival & Fireworks Show
From the City of River Oaks will be held Saturday, June 25 at 5116 River
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff

We Want to Hear From You!

Suburban Newspapers, Inc. publishes the White Settlement
Bomber News, Benbrook News, and River Oaks News weekly. We
have a small staff and rely heavily on stories and photos submitted
by readers.

Do you know about a great volunteer opportunity or a free pub-
lic event? Did your neighbor or child do something brag-worthy?

Submissions are published space permitting and may be edited.
Send the full story and photos to suburbannews@sbcglobal.net.
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Medicaid and CHIP Give Children Access to Behavioral

Health Services

Over the last two years, the mental health crisis in the United
States has gotten worse. A major reason for that is the COVID-19
pandemic, which has contributed to a rise in anxiety and depres-
sion among young people. But even before the pandemic, as
many as one in six children in the United States between the ages
of 6 and 17 had a treatable mental health disorder, a 2019 JAMA
Pediatrics study found. For parents, it’s a stark reminder that men-
tal health and support for children is crucial.

From Tarrant County

Dial 2-1-1 to Access Free
Assistance

Just as 9-1-1 became an easy way to reach emergency medical,
police and fire services, 2-1-1 is revolutionizing the way Texans
get information about important non-emergency services. (This
information can be reached by dialing 817-258-8100.)

Highly-trained information and referral specialists housed at
Tarrant County United Way assist callers in an eight-county area.
This confidential and nationally-accredited service is available 24
hours a day, 365 days a year.

The information specialists help callers find answers to ques-
tions about issues such as: Caregiver Support; Child Care;
Financial Assistance; Food; Health Services; Housing; In-Home
Services; Legal Assistance and. Transportation.

Tarrant County United Way is one of the Area Information
Centers that make up the 2-1-1 Texas network now serving all
Texas counties. 2-1-1 Texas is a program of United Way in collab-
oration with the Texas Health and Human Services Commission.

2-1-1 information is also accessible over the Internet at
http://www.tarrantcounty211.org.

“Young people are facing unprecedented stress. Increasing
access to high-quality pediatric mental health services is a critical
step to addressing the youth mental health crisis,” said Dr. Aditi
Mallick, chief medical officer, Medicaid and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP), at the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services. “As a physician and mother, I have seen first-
hand how foundational mental health is to the overall health and
well-being of our country’s children, and Medicaid and CHIP can
help families access the care they need.”

If you think your child may need mental health services, you
have health coverage options. One of those may be free or low-
cost coverage through Medicaid and CHIP. Below are some fre-
quently asked questions about these services.

What types of mental health services are covered under
Medicaid and CHIP?

With Medicaid and CHIP coverage, children have access to a
number of services to prevent, diagnose, and treat mental and
behavioral health disorders, including:

* Autism spectrum disorder

* Attention deficit disorder

* Anxiety disorders

* Depression

* Substance use disorder

Does my child qualify for Medicaid or CHIP?

Eligibility generally depends on your income level and house-
hold size, and varies by state. You’ll find that some programs
offer coverage to your entire family. Medicaid and CHIP enroll-
ment is open year-round, and the process to apply has gotten
faster. Many families can apply and find out if they qualify the
same day. To learn more about state-specific coverage options or
to enroll, visit InsureKidsNow.gov or call 1-877-KIDS-NOW.

Take charge of your child’s mental health

Mental health care for children is an important part of their
development. So, take time to explore your health coverage
options, including Medicaid and CHIP. Looking for more mental
health resources for children? Visit CDC.gov to learn more about
children’s mental health.

Information provided by the U.S. Department of Health &

Human Services
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University of Arkansas President, John Brown Watson

by Dr. Ken Bridges

“A good man is
always learning,” is
an old Latin Pro-
verb. Sages and
thinkers since the
days of the first
schools thousands
of years ago have
recognized the
importance of edu-
cation in shaping
and informing the
minds of students
from their earliest
lessons and through-
out their lives.
Leaders of schools
and colleges play a
special role in
developing the cul-
ture of a learning
community.

One such education leader, native Texan John Brown
Watson, became an important figure in shaping colleges across
the South.

John Brown Watson’s parents had been born into slavery.
After the end of the Civil War and the emancipation of slaves, his
parents settled near Tyler. Watson himself was born in December
1869 and named after the controversial abolitionist John Brown,
who had tried to spark a slave uprising in Virginia in 1859.

Like many important figures, Watson’s path to success was
never easy. He proved to be a very bright young man and attend-
ed school as often as he could. He faced numerous obstacles and
delays in his education, but he pushed forward nevertheless.
However, there were very few opportunities for any kind of edu-
cation for African-Americans in East Texas at that time. In spite
of his many talents, he was unable to get an education past the

junior-high level.

Even though he had not even attended high school, at the age
of 17 in 1887, Watson passed a proficiency test from the Smith
County school board to be able to teach in the county. Though his
own education was poor, Watson used his passion for learning to
help others.

After two years, Watson decided to finish his own education.
He enrolled at Bishop College, then a small college prep academy
located in nearby Marshall. Because of his own lack of funding
and his own shortcomings in his education, he did not earn a high
school diploma until 1898 at the age of 28. He spent the next two
years teaching to save enough money to attend a full university.

Watson enrolled at Colgate University in New York in 1900
but soon transferred to the more prestigious Brown University in
Rhode Island, an Ivy-League institution. He earned his bachelors
degree in 1904 and soon began work as a professor of math and
science at Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. After four
years, he took an administrative job with the Young Men’s
Christian Association.

In 1923, Watson was tapped to become president of Leland
College in Louisiana. The college’s original campus in New
Orleans had been destroyed by a hurricane in 1915, and the insti-
tution had been adrift since that time in search of a permanent
home. The college relocated to the small community of Baker,
not far from Baton Rouge. It was Watson’s task to help Leland
rebuild. Watson managed to secure a new campus for the college
and rebuild enrollment. His efforts caught the attention of offi-
cials in Arkansas.

The Arkansas Agricultural, Mechanical, and Normal College
in Pine Bluff (now known as the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff) was looking for a new president as it attempted to build a
new campus and expand its offerings. Trustees chose Watson to
be the college’s seventh president in June 1928.

The college had struggled for some time as neglect from the
state level and administrative problems took their toll. As presi-
dent, he oversaw the construction on the new campus and within
a year, the college was expanded to become a four-year university.
Watson also pushed for the education of the community as a
whole, offering free night classes in everything from math and
sewing to woodworking and auto repair.

While the Great Depression shuttered many colleges, Watson
found new opportunities to expand. New buildings were steadily
constructed, thanks in part from grants federal New Deal pro-
grams, including a dorm for teachers, a gymnasium, two student
dorms, and a new library. Debate teams and acting clubs began
on campus.

The first sports teams started under his leadership. By 1942,
even with World War II sapping enrollment, there were nearly 500
students on campus and more than 60 people employed by the
college. In 14 years, he had transformed the college from an insti-
tution flirting with closure to a vibrant leader in higher education.

Watson died at his home on the college campus in December
1942, just shy of his 73rd birthday. His influence in saving the
college was not forgotten. A dorm was renamed for him in 1958,
while the new library was also named for him 10 years later.

Sign up to have the FREE
digital edition of the River Oaks News
sent to your inbox weekly!

Click Here
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Three Day Weekend Forecast

Friday, June 17:

AM - Sunny and hot; high near 100. S/SW wind 5-10mph becoming E in the afternoon.
PM - Mostly clear; low around 76. S/SE wind 5-15mph.

Saturday, June 18:

AM - Sunny; high near 98. E/SE wind 5-15mph, gusts as high as 25mph.
PM - Partly cloudy; low around 76.

Sunday, June 19:

AM - Sunny and hot; high near 99.
PM - Mostly clear; low around 74.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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