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From the Sports Desk with John Loven

Castleberry Lions Rally for Thrilling
50-49 Victory
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The Castleberry Lions football team
faced the Benbrook Bobcats on Friday, Sept.
11, at W.O. Barnes Stadium. The evening
was also Military Night, with active-duty
and veteran military personnel recognized
before kickoff. A moment of silence fol-
lowed in remembrance of 9/11.

The game was scheduled for a 7 p.m.
kickoff but was delayed by lightning in the
area. The teams finally took the field at 7:50
p.m.

The Lions and Bobcats have developed
quite a history over the past two seasons.
Castleberry opened its season against Ben-
brook in both 2024 and 2025, losing each
game by the narrowest of margins, 42-37 in
2024 and 47-45 in 2025.

The Lions were hoping the old saying
“the third time’s the charm” would finally
ring true. It did, but not without plenty of
drama.

Despite falling behind quickly, the Lions

never gave up. With less than a minute re-
maining, Castleberry scored a touchdown
and then converted a two-point play to take
a 50-49 lead and break the hearts of the Bob-
cats.

Benbrook entered the contest undefeated
at 2-0 after wins over Trimble Tech, 42-34,
and Gainesville, 63-25. Castleberry was 1-1
following a 60-0 loss at Ponder the previous
week and was looking to bounce back in a
big way

Benbrook wasted little time getting on
the scoreboard. After taking possession at its
own 35-yard line, the Bobcats converted a
third-and-6 pass to reach the Lions’ 47. On
the next play, the Benbrook running back
swept right, cut back toward midfield and
sprinted 47 yards for a touchdown. The extra
point gave the Bobcats a 7-0 lead with 11:08
left in the first quarter.

Things got worse before they got better.

Castleberry fumbled the ensuing kickof,
recovering it but losing 8 yards in the pro-
cess. The Lions began at their own 12-yard
line, only to have a snap miscue on the next
play. Benbrook recovered at the 12 and
moved to the 2-yard line on first down.

Senior Sebastian Herrera (#5) stopped
the Bobcat running back for a 4-yard loss,
and two incomplete passes set up fourth-
and-goal from the 6. What happened next
was anything but ordinary.

The snap sailed over the Bobcats quar-
terback’s head, forcing him to scramble all
the way back to the 30-yard line. Just as the
Lions closed in, he threw the ball across the
field to the corner (continued on page 4)
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North Texas
Giving Day Gives
Residents
Opportunity to
Support Local
Charities

North Texas Giving Day takes place
today, Sept. 17, providing residents
throughout the region an opportunity to sup-
port nonprofit organizations and the work
they do in local communities.

Organized by Communities Foundation
of Texas, North Texas Giving Day has be-
come one of the largest communitywide
giving events in the country. The annual
event brings together donors, nonprofits,
businesses and community partners to raise
money and awareness for nonprofit organi-
zations across North Texas.

In 2025, more than 94,000 North Texans
contributed $74.2 million to 3,500 non-
profits through North Texas Giving Day.
Since the event began in 2009, it has gener-
ated more than $710 million for North
Texas nonprofits.

The 2026 campaign includes more than
3,600 participating nonprofits representing
a broad range of causes and services. Par-
ticipating organizations serve communities
across 20 North Texas counties and include
nonprofits focused on education, health, so-
cial services, animals, arts and culture, en-
vironmental causes and other community
needs.

For local char- (continued on page 5)
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100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
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Not All Disabilities Are Visible:
Understanding the Suntflower Program

0 O

)
What does B
the Sunflower
lanyard mean?

lél
disabilities\

For people with disabilities or medical
conditions that are not immediately appar-
ent, navigating public places can sometimes
present challenges that others may not un-
derstand.

The Hidden Disabilities Sunflower pro-
gram offers a simple, voluntary way for in-
dividuals to discreetly communicate that
they may need additional assistance, pa-
tience, time or understanding.

The program uses a sunflower symbol,
most commonly displayed on a green lan-
yard, to indicate that a person has a non-vis-
ible disability or condition. Wearing the
sunflower does not identify a specific dis-
ability, and individuals are not required to
disclose their diagnosis or explain their con-
dition.

The Hidden Disabilities Sunflower was
first introduced at Gatwick Airport in the
United Kingdom in 2016. The program has
since expanded internationally, with partic-
ipating airports, businesses, transportation
systems and other organizations recogniz-
ing the sunflower as a symbol of a non-vis-
ible disability.

Non-visible disabilities can include a
wide range of conditions. Depending on the
individual, they may include autism, de-

mentia, anxiety disorders, chronic pain,
neurological conditions, hearing or visual
impairments and other physical, cognitive
or mental health conditions. Not everyone
with a non-visible disability will need assis-
tance, and needs can vary from one day or
situation to another.

The program is voluntary. A person may
choose whether to wear a sunflower item
and when to use it. The symbol is intended
to alert participating staff that the wearer
may benefit from additional support without
requiring the person to verbally explain
their circumstances.

For members of the public, seeing a sun-
flower lanyard is a reminder to be patient
and considerate. It does not necessarily
mean the person needs immediate assis-
tance. The program encourages staff and
others to offer help rather than assume what
the individual needs.

Sunflower Program at DFW Airport

The program has a local connection for
residents of the western Tarrant County
area.

Dallas Fort Worth International Airport
joined the Hidden Disabilities Sunflower
program in 2024. DFW says passengers
may voluntarily wear a sunflower lanyard
to discreetly indicate to airport personnel
that they have a hidden disability and may
need additional assistance or time. Airport
staff are trained to recognize the symbol and
provide support as needed.

DFW provides sunflower lanyards free
of charge. Travelers can request a lanyard
for delivery in advance or arrange to pick
one up at designated airport locations. DFW
recommends allowing at least 14 business
days for lanyards requested by mail.

The airport emphasizes that the Sun-
flower program does not replace established
airport security procedures or airline pol-
icies. Travelers who need assistance with
Transportation Security Administration
screening can request help through TSA
Cares, while wheelchair assistance should
be coordinated with the passenger's airline.

More Than a Lanyard

The sunflower is intended to help bridge
a gap between what others can see and what
an individual may actually be experiencing.

A person who appears to be healthy may
nevertheless have difficulty processing in-
formation, communicating, standing in line,
tolerating crowded or noisy environments,
navigating unfamiliar surroundings or com-
pleting routine tasks. A visible signal can
help reduce the need to repeatedly explain
those circumstances.

The program also provides education for
participating organizations. Hidden Disabil-
ities Sunflower offers training designed to
help employees understand the sunflower
symbol, recognize that non-visible disabil-
ities can affect people in different ways and
respond appropriately to individuals who
may need additional support.

For communities, the underlying mes-
sage is straightforward: Not every disability
can be seen.

The sunflower does not provide a dia-
gnosis, guarantee assistance or excuse
someone from established rules and proce-
dures. Instead, it provides an optional com-
munication tool, allowing an individual to
signal that additional time, patience or as-
sistance may be helpful when needed.

For more information about the Hidden
Disabilities Sunflower program and partic-
ipating locations, visit the organization's
website at Hidden Disabilities Sunflower.
DFW Airport's Sunflower program infor-
mation and lanyard request options are
available through DFW International Air-
port.

White Settlement
Historical Museum
8320 Hanon Drive e
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com

FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
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(#2) found junior Cris Medina (#6) for a touchdown. David Duron
then ran for the two-point conversion, cutting the deficit to 14-8
with 5:43 left in the quarter.

The Castleberry defense responded by forcing a three-and-out.
After the punt, the Lions took over at their own 29-yard line.

Six more carries by Anthony Duron produced 22 yards, while a
15-yard scramble by David Duron and a 14-yard reception by soph-
omore Jorge Hernandez (#17) moved Castleberry to the Bobcats’
10-yard line. Duron finished the drive with a touchdown run, and
junior kicker Cristian Gutierrez (#18) added the extra point to give
the Lions a 15-14 lead with 46 seconds left in the first quarter.

Benbrook regained the lead early in the second quarter, driving
49 yards on 10 plays after a Castleberry pooch kick went out of
bounds. The Bobcats’ two-point attempt was intercepted by sopho-
more Lion defender Lewis Rodriguez (#9), but Benbrook still led
20-15 with 9:23 remaining in the half.

Sophomore Israel Arriaga (#8) immediately gave Castleberry a
spark, returning the ensuing kickoff 55 yards to the Bobcats’ 25-
yard line. Four plays later, Duron scored from 9 yards out for his
second touchdown of the night. The two-point attempt failed, but
Castleberry had regained the lead, 21-20.

The Lions forced another three-and-out and took over at their
own 17-yard line. Six plays and 83 yards later, Duron broke loose
for a 38-yard touchdown run. Gutierrez’s extra point extended the
lead to 28-20 with 4:59 left in the half.

Castleberry recovered its own pooch kick at the Bobcats’ 46-
yard line when senior Bryan Ceniceros (#10) came up with the ball.
Five plays and two Benbrook penalties later, Duron scored again,
this time on a 10-yard run. Gutierrez added the extra point, putting
the Lions ahead 35-20 with 2:57 remaining.

The scoring still wasn’t finished. After Castleberry’s onside kick
attempt failed, Benbrook started at midfield. The Bobcats quarter-
back scrambled for 36 yards on the first play, but three consecutive
holding penalties eventually left Benbrook facing first-and-40 at the
Lions’ 44-yard line.

Somehow, the Bobcats still found the end zone in just two plays,
both passes. Their successful two-point conversion cut Castleberry’s
lead to 35-28 with 1:22 remaining in the half, and that was the score
at halftime.

Castleberry received the second-half kickoff but was forced to
punt for the first time all night. Benbrook took over at its own 20-
yard line and methodically marched 80 yards in 11 plays, tying the
game at 35-35 on a touchdown and extra point with 4:03 left in the
third quarter.

The Lions answered with a 30-yard gain over their next three
plays, but a fumble gave the ball back to Benbrook at the Bobcats’
39-yard line.

Three plays later, however, the Bobcats returned the favor. On
third-and-20 from their own 29-yard line, Arriaga intercepted the
Benbrook quarterback and returned the ball 15 yards, giving Cas-
tleberry possession near midfield.

But the turnover battle continued. Three plays later, the Lions
had a pass intercepted. The Bobcat defender nearly returned it for
a touchdown, but was chased down at the 12-yard line. An unsports-
manlike conduct penalty moved the ball back to the 27, but Ben-
brook eventually scored seven plays later. The extra point put the
Bobcats back on top, 42-35, with 10:23 left in the fourth quarter.

Castleberry answered immediately.

Starting at its own 33-yard line, the Lions converted a third-and-
10 when David Duron scrambled for 21 yards. On the next play,
Anthony Duron broke free for a 46-yard touchdown run. Gutierrez’s
extra point tied the game at 42-42 with 8:35 remaining.

Benbrook struck again on its next possession. From its own 44-
yard line, the Bobcats quarterback found a receiver streaking down
the middle of the field for a 56-yard touchdown pass. The extra
point put Benbrook ahead 49-42 with 7:49 left.

Castleberry mounted another long drive, moving from its own
27-yard line to the Bobcats’ 34. But the Lions came up short on
fourth-and-14 when their pass fell incomplete, turning the ball over
on downs.

That set up a critical series for the Castleberry defense. The
Lions needed a stop, and they got it. After three plays and a penalty,
Benbrook faced fourth-and-11 from its own 33-yard line and lined
up to punt. But when the punter received the snap, he hesitated, ap-
parently considering whether to run or throw. The hesitation proved
costly as the Lions swarmed him and made the tackle.

Castleberry took over at the Bobcats’ 22-yard line with 2:48 re-
maining. A huge 23-yard catch by Anthony Duron on a pass from
his brother, David, moved the Lions to the 6-yard line. On third-
and-goal from the 3, David Duron ran for the touchdown with just
55.2 seconds remaining.

Then came the moment that sent the home crowd into a frenzy.

Head coach Juan Silva initially sent out his “swinging gate” for-
mation, signaling an attempt at a two-point conversion and the win.
He then switched personnel, sending Gutierrez onto the field for
what appeared to be a routine extra point that would tie the game.

With the Bobcat defense seemingly relaxing for a point-after-
touchdown rather than a play from scrimmage, Castleberry snapped
the ball to running back Tommy McLaughlin (#11). The 6-foot-1,
221-pound senior caught Benbrook completely off guard and pow-
ered into the end zone for the two-point conversion.

Castleberry had the lead, 50-49.

The Lions’ defense then had one final job to do, and once again,
it delivered. Castleberry held off Benbrook over the final eight plays
to complete an absolutely thrilling 50-49 home-field victory.

Duron finished the night with 36 carries for 235 yards and five
touchdowns, playing a major role in the Lions’ comeback.

Castleberry is now 2-1 and will have a week off before returning
to W.O. Barnes Stadium on Friday, Sept. 25, for its district opener
and Homecoming game against Aubrey, which entered the week 0-
3. Come out and cheer the Lions on as they begin district play.

Go Lions!
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TCU Study Seeks Families for Research on
Children’s Emotional Development

Texas Christian University researchers are seeking families with
children ages 3 to 5 to participate in the Family Engagement in
Emotional Learning, or FEEL, Study.

The study is designed to better understand how young children
manage and experience emotions and the role mothers and fathers
play in their children’s emotional development. Researchers are
studying both autistic and non-autistic children to determine
whether their emotional experiences differ. For children diagnosed
with autism, researchers also are interested in how autism-related
behaviors may affect their emotional experiences.

Participation involves two visits to the TCU campus. During
the initial visit, the child’s language, cognitive and social skills will
be assessed. One parent is required to attend the first visit, although
both parents are welcome.

GiVin g D ay (continued from page 1)

ities, North Texas Giving Day can provide an important source of
financial support while also helping organizations connect with
people who may not otherwise be familiar with their work.

Donations can help nonprofits continue providing programs,
services and resources throughout the year. The specific use of do-
nations varies by organization, allowing donors to choose causes
that align with their interests and priorities.

The event also gives smaller and community-based nonprofits
an opportunity to reach a larger audience. In addition to individual
donations, participating organizations can benefit from incentive
funds, prizes and other support provided through the North Texas
Giving Day program and its community partners.

Residents can use the North Texas Giving Day website to search
participating nonprofits, learn about their missions and make do-
nations. Donations do not have to be large to make a difference.
Collectively, contributions from individuals throughout the region
provide significant support for nonprofit organizations.

Communities Foundation of Texas also covers transaction and
technology fees associated with donations made through the North
Texas Giving Day platform, allowing 100 percent of donations
made through the site to go to participating nonprofits.

For residents of Benbrook, White Settlement, River Oaks and
surrounding communities, North Texas Giving Day provides an
opportunity to support organizations that serve their neighbors and
strengthen the communities in which they live.

Whether a donor chooses to support children and families, edu-
cation, veterans, animals, health care, the arts, environmental pro-
grams or another cause, Giving Day offers a way to make a local
contribution as part of a regionwide effort.

To participate or find a participating nonprofit, visit their web-
site online at NorthTexasGivingDay.org.

Both biological parents and the child will participate in the sec-
ond visit.

Families who participate will receive $100 per visit, and chil-
dren will receive a prize to take home at each visit. Weekday, even-
ing and weekend appointments are available, and sibling care is
provided.

To be eligible, children must be 3, 4 or 5 years old and have
both biological parents available to participate. Children with and
without an autism diagnosis may participate.

The FEEL Study is part of research conducted through the TCU
Families, Autism, and Child Emotion Studies, or FACES, research
lab. The lab uses a developmental psychology approach to study
children’s social and emotional development, including how fac-
tors such as temperament and parenting influence children’s ability
to regulate their emotions.

Researchers study these processes in both neurotypical children
and children diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. The lab also
examines how parents raising children on the autism spectrum cope
with challenges associated with parenting a child with a devel-
opmental disability and seeks to identify factors that support pos-
itive psychological functioning.

Families interested in participating can complete the FEEL
Study interest form or contact the FACES research team.

For more information, contact Families, Autism, and Child
Emotion Studies at faces@tcu.edu or 817-257-4185.

*  BENBROOH LAKE
-~~ CLEAN UP EVENT

26 SEPTEMBER 2026

Join the U.S Army Corps of Engineers for National Public Lands Day for a fun
day of clean-up at Longhorn Park!
**Minors planning to volunteer are required to complete pre-registration by
contacting Gina Jaworski (Contact info listed below).
Please dress appropriately (long pants, sneakers, bug spray, sunscreen, etc.)
and bring plenty of water to hydrate!
Gloves, trash bags, and bag collection will be provided.

7000 LAKESIDE DR FT. WORTH, TX 76132 J
LOCATION: LONGHORN PARK L A%
TIME: 8 AM- 12PM P
EMAIL: L
GINA.M.JAWORSKI@USACE.ARMY.MIL 817-292-2400
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Lloyd Bentsen: The Gentle Giant of Texas Politics

Lloyd Bentsen was a businessman, vet-
eran, and four-term U. S. Senator. He was
a hard worker and respected by Texans as
he attempted to step up into the national
spotlight. Bentsen was a gentle giant in
Texas politics, a gentleman in a time in
which politics was becoming increasingly
bitter.

Lloyd Millard Bentsen, Jr., was born in
Mission in South Texas in 1921. His
grandfather had been a Danish immigrant
who came to the United States and started
a farm in South Dakota. His father, Lloyd
Bentsen, Sr., arrived in the Rio Grande
Valley at age 24 in 1918 to improve his for-
tunes. He arrived penniless and grew to
become one of the most important busi-
nessmen and ranchers in the region.

The future senator grew up on his
father’s ranch until he graduated high
school. He attended the University of
Texas, earning a law degree by 1942. With
America fighting World War I1, he enlisted
in the U. S. Army Air Force and rose to
command a squadron of B-24 bombers.
He flew thirty-five missions and earned the
Distinguished Flying Cross. He was hon-
orably discharged after the war as a lieu-
tenant colonel but would serve in the
reserves from 1950 to 1959.

He returned to Hidalgo County and

won election as county judge for Hidalgo
County in 1946. He was elected to Con-
gress in 1948, unopposed in each of three
terms. He was a respected figure in Con-
gress and worked closely with Speaker of
the House Sam Rayburn, a fellow Texan.
With a wife and growing family, Bentsen
stepped down from Congress in 1955 and
started a successful insurance company in
Houston and also served on the board of
directors of several energy companies.

In 1970, Bentsen re-entered politics,
challenging liberal Sen. Ralph Yarbrough
in the Democratic Primary. Bentsen
scored a surprise win in the hard-fought
contest. In spite of the divisive primary,
Yarbrough endorsed Bentsen in the fall
contest, the Democrats united, and Bentsen
went on to win against George H. W. Bush
with a comfortable 53 percent of the vote.

In 1975, Bentsen announced a run for
president. However, his efforts faltered
and lost the Democratic nomination to
former Georgia governor Jimmy Carter.
Nevertheless, Bentsen’s career rebounded
and he won re-election easily in 1976 and
1982.

He was a moderate politically. He sup-
ported civil rights, environmental protec-
tion, and the Equal Rights Amendment,
while promoting deregulation and business
interests. His expertise in business and fi-
nance was recognized by both parties. In
1983, he became chairman of the Joint
Economic Committee. By 1987, Bentsen
had become chairman of the influential
Senate Finance Committee, a position he
would hold for six years.

Gov. Michael Dukakis of Massachu-
setts won the Democratic nomination for
president in 1988 and quickly chose Bent-
sen as his running mate. It would be a re-
match of sorts from 1970, but on a national
scale, as George H. W. Bush won the Re-
publican nomination. The Dukakis cam-
paign, however, quickly faltered after a
series of missteps. In the vice-presidential
debate, Bentsen uttered one of the mem-
orable lines of the whole campaign. Then-

Indiana Sen. Dan Quayle attempted to
compare his experience to President John
F. Kennedy when Bentsen replied, “I knew
Jack Kennedy. Jack Kennedy was a friend
of mine. Senator, you’re no Jack Ken-
nedy.”

As much as his performance in the de-
bate and on the campaign trail energized
Democrats nationally, the ticket was de-
feated that November and Bush became
president. In spite of the defeat in the pres-
idential election, Bentsen was able to win
re-election to the Senate at the same time.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton ap-
pointed him as Secretary of the Treasury.
He reigned in 1994 as his health began to
decline.

He was awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom for his service in 1999.

He died at his home in Houston in
2006.

PETER POLINSKY
INSURANCE AGENCY

(817) 560-9400

FREE QUOTES
(1)
* Auto
e Home
e Commercial

peter@polinsky-insurance.com

6777 Camp Bowie Blvd., Ste 222
Fort Worth, TX 76116
www.polinsky-insure.com

“‘RUN FOR THE V”

Scan for Sept. 5K info
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o

MEMOR‘AL POST 10429

1009 Stevens Road, 76126
Sept. 20, 2026
Check In: 7am
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817-563-2665
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE

BOB YOUNG Fencing
817-495-5543
bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance

817-793-9096

oooooooo

PAINTING

817-249-2791

alpost297 @sbcglobal.net

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH

3290 Lackland Rd.

Fort Worth, Tx 76116 Sun. 9:30am

HAYWOOD Painting

8120 White Settlement Rd 817-371-8597

817-439-2080

817-560-9400

peter@polinsky-insurance.com TREE SERVICE

CHAD GREEN Tree Service

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)
COURTNEY TIMS, REALTOR-KW

PLUMBING
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-715-6747

www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com

BUILDINGS
Barns,Cabins,Sheds
Call 817-819-1817 or Text
www.crossroadbuildings.com

817-771-8918
courtneytimshomes@kw.com

Business Directory Listings - $15 per month - 3 line max!
Contact classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Forecast

Friday, September 18:

AM - Sunny and hot, high near 99. Calm wind becoming S/SE around 5 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, low around 75. S/SE wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday, September 19:

AM - Sunny and hot, with a high near 99. South wind 5 to 10 mph, with gusts as high as
20 mph.
PM - Clear, low around 75.South southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Sunday, September 20:

AM - Mostly sunny and hot, high near 99. South wind 5 to 10 mph.
PM - A 20% chance of showers. Partly cloudy, low around 75.S/SE wind around 5 mph.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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