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Sign up to have the White Settlement Bomber News
sent to your inbox weekly!  

Click Here!
SUBSCRIBE! 

     The Brewer boy's basketball team improved to 6-0 in district
competition on Friday night with a 45-22 victory over Wichita
Falls Rider and remain in sole possession of first place in the 5-
5A district standings.
     Coach Jason Porostovsky said it was a strong effort from this
team from the start.
     “We set the tone early in the game with our defensive pressure,
holding them to six points at halftime,” Porostovsky said. “We
cruised to a nice road win to end the first half of district.” 
     Julian Perez led the Bears in scoring with 16 points, while
Carron Gibson had 12 points and Javier Espino had 10 points in
the game.
     Brewer reached the midway point of the district season with
the victory over Rider on Friday night, and Porostovsky said he is
pretty pleased with how thing are unfolding.
     “Being undefeated at this point is great considering that the
other district teams have multiple losses at this point,”
Porostovsky said.
     Brewer moved to No. 11 in the Max Prep state rankings among
5A schools this past week, and Porostovsky said this may be a
first.
     “I know we have some other teams in the past that were really
good as well,” Porostovsky said. “but I’m not certain we were
11.”   
     The Bears will take on the Saginaw Rough Riders Friday, Jan.
27 at Rough Riders Gymnasium, located at 800 N. Blue Mound
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76131.

From the Sports Desk with John English

Brewer Basketball: 
Bears and Lady Bears
Hooping it Up!

(continued on page 5)

From White Settlement ISD
WSISD School Board Ballot
Application Deadline Feb. 17
     The Board of Trustees consists of seven members elected to
serve, without compensation, for overlapping terms of three years
each.  Elections are conducted annually in May. Following the
election, the board elects a president, vice president, and secretary
to serve for one-year terms. 
     The next board of trustee general election is scheduled for
May 6, 2023.  Places available for election will be Places 6 and 7.

Application Process
     Candidate filing period to file an application for place on the
ballot is Jan. 18, 2023 to Feb. 17, 2023. All applications filed are
public records and open to inspection upon request.
     Completed forms must be filed at the White Settlement ISD
Administration Building at 401 S. Cherry Lane, White
Settlement, Texas, 76108. 
     Applications may be returned during these hours: Monday
through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday,
Feb. 18, 2023. 

Election Highlights
     First day to file for place on the ballot: Jan. 18, 2023 
     Last day to file for place on the ballot: Feb. 17, 2023
     Early voting begins: April 24, 2023
     Last day of early voting: May 2, 2023
     Election date: May 6, 2023
     Polling location: WSISD Administration Building, 401 S.
Cherry Lane, White Settlement, Texas 76108.
     For more information, send an email to
wsisdelections@wsisd.net.

http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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E-CONN 
ELECTRIC  

Service, Remodel, 
New Construction. 

Insured/BBB Accredited. 
C/C accepted. Tecl 20470 

817-615-7164 
or 817-831-2600 

Customer Satisfaction is Our Goal!

http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas 76108

817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3

PM Closed: Sunday & Monday

In-Home
Service

817-244-5404
Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance 
Sale!Appliance 
Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

WOW!WOW!
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 

“Licensed and insured for your protec-
tion” Warranty on all parts and labor • 
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges. 
Senior & Military discounts. 100% 
Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-
COOL(2665) TACLB26642 

   
CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 

For All of Your Electrical Needs & 
Wants! No Job is too Small! Located in 
White Settlement & will serve the sur-

rounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 

 

CARR’S REMODELING 
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks, 
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures. 
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions & 
carports.  30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-995-
6968 
 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, 
wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior 
wood repair, Over 30yrs. exp. Ref. Free 
Est. Call 817-454-6489 

AIR & HEATING

ELECTRIC SERVICES

HANDYMAN

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTING SERVICES

CONCRETE

 
   

      
       

     
   
 

   
       
      

  
       

   
    

    
    

   
      

      
     

 

  

 

   
   

    
      

  
  

  

                

   
  

   
  

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
   

       

   

   
  
  

 

      

  

 
    

       
    

 
  

  

  

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. Lite-
electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, roof, tile 

& sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars & much 
more. Free Est. 817-249-2028

J U A R E ZJ U A R E Z  
CONCRETE/FENCING 
Commercial & Residential 

Concrete Slabs, driveways, 
patios, stone & rock work, 

walls, carports, Quality 
Work, FREE Estimates. 

 817-896-9805 
817-578-3329

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS!FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS!  

 
      

   
  

    

 
      

      
      

       

CHRISTIAN HANDYMAN 
Ceiling fans, painting, remodeling 

repairs. Small Jobs Ok Work 
Guaranteed. 817-560-1774

       
  

 

Texas Tax
www.TexasTaxSBS.com 

Now accepting appointments!

Drop-Off / Virtual / In-Person
Current, Past Dues, Extenders and New-Filers

Tax Preparation & Filings 
 • Individuals 

 • Independent Contractors 
 • Small Businesses

 

Experienced. Friendly. Professional.

Notorial Acts 
 • Remote and/or In Person
 Individuals & Businesses 

Credit Solutions 
 • Consumer & Business 

Small Business Solutions 
 • Registered Agent Services 
 • Business Formation 
 • Accounting/Bookkeeping 
 • Payroll with all Filings 
 • Document Preparation 
 • Filings 
 • Resource Management 

 CALL/TEXT & BOOK NOW!
AND GET 30% OFF!

and Small Business Solutions LLC

817-455-9597

$30.00 Referral Bonus for You when a New Client Files and references your name!

8805 Clifford St .  817-246-8160

Buy 4 Tenders
w/gravy & biscuit -   
Get 4 Tenders 1/2 off!

w/this ad

12 Tenders
w/gravy & biscuit   

$13.99 w/this ad

http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.wsmuseum.com
https://www.texastaxsbs.com/
https://chickene.com
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White Settlement Residents:
search your smart phone app store for 

“City of White Settlement” to download the city’s
free app!

     AARP tax-aide volunteers will once again be offering free tax
preparation assistance this year at the Library. 
     These services are by appointment only and slots are limited!
You can make an appointment at this link.

From the City of White Settlement

AARP Tax Aide Volunteers
Available at the Library

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater North Texas

Scholarship Applications
Accepted Through April 1
     Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater North Texas
(RMHCNTX) announced the opening of applications for its
Scholarship Program, which grants more than $60,000 to 30 local
high school seniors each year. Funded by North Texas
McDonald’s owner/operators and donations from the community,
the annual scholarships recognize students for their outstanding
academic achievements and community involvement.
     Applications are open online at rmhcntx.org/scholarships and
must be submitted by April 1, 2023. All students can apply
regardless of race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gen-
der, disability, or national origin. To qualify for an RMHC
Scholarship, students must:
     • be a high school senior
     • be younger than 21 years old
     • be eligible to attend a two- or four- year college or univer-
sity with a full course of study
     • be a legal U.S. resident
     • live in the geographic areas of the RMHC of Greater North
Texas Chapter
     • and submit a complete application and all required docu-
mentation by the deadline.
     “Each year, we’re proud to support high school seniors in our
community as they pursue their education,” said David Floyd,
local McDonald’s Owner/Operator and Board Treasurer of
RMHCNTX. “We hope this scholarship allows students to focus
on their academics without having to worry about finances.”
     Since the Scholarship Program was founded in 1988, more
than $2.5 million has been awarded to more than 1,500 North
Texas high school seniors. For more information and to apply,
visit rmhcntx.org/scholarships. 

About RMHC of Greater North Texas
     Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater North Texas
(RMHC of Greater North Texas), a non-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion that creates, finds and supports programs that directly
improve the health and well-being of children and their families.
Our programs are grassroots-driven to enable us to offer help
where children and families need it most – right in their own com-
munities. RMHC of Greater North Texas is part of a global net-
work of Chapters making a positive impact on the lives of children
and families in 65 countries and regions around the world.

     White Settlement ISD has partnered with Goodside Health to
bring healthcare services to our district. Goodside Health
providers can assess, diagnose, and treat the most common pedi-
atric conditions – all from the convenience of your school cam-
pus.
     Every student is eligible to register for SchoolMed, regardless
of insurance or residency status. (Note: Students must be regis-
tered to take part in the program.)

Just Like a Clinic Visit!
     SchoolMed works just like a clinic visit. When your student
feels sick at school, they can go to the school health room to
receive care. Students can be online with a Goodside Health
provider within a few minutes!
     When a prescription is needed, the provider will call it into the
local pharmacy. You can pick up medications on the way to pick-
up your student. Parents and guardians can also join every visit
via third-party video calling. SchoolMed also creates school
excuse notes for students and parents/guardians.

How to Register
     Register for SchoolMed and make sure every student has
instant access to care when they feel sick at school!  
     Sign-up online anytime at gsh.co/register. Select your school
district from the drop down, click the link, and be sure to answer
every question. You can also fill out a paper registration form.
Grab a form from school, fill it out completely, and return it to the
school health room.

Goodside Cares
     SchoolMed is provided at the lowest possible cost to families.
The final cost of a visit depends on your health insurance. You
may be responsible for a copay, deductible, or coinsurance. For
questions about cost, email gsh.co/billing-inquiries or contact
your health plan to learn more.
     Goodside Health established the Goodside Cares program to
provide financial assistance for families in need. Learn more and
apply for help at gsh.co/goodsidecares.

From White Settlement ISD
School Med by Goodside Health

https://taxappointment.aarp.org/s/registration?locationId=a1ro0000000D4h2&fbclid=IwAR00Y9Q1GgxvHrcwnsVk_mNxFUEH6ULcaSwyggkJO-YSZwnWNa3MBpdqYSA
https://gsh.co/register
https://gsh.co/billing-inquiries
https://gsh.co/goodsidecares
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LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

 Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic 
locate & repair. Sewer repair, gas test, 
tankless water heaters, bathroom & 
kitchen remodeling 817-715-6747 
M38813 

PLUMBING BY RICHARD 
Repairs • Drains Cleared • Slab Leaks 

Water Heaters • 49 yrs.exp. Master 
#M15853 Evening/Weekends/Holidays 

 C/C Cards Accepted  817-907-0472  

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS 
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp. 

We do it All! 
817-480-8465 lic #4543  

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree 
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No 
job too Big/Small Sr. Disc. 817-793-
9096.

IRRIGATION WORK

LAWN CARE SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

LYNCO FENCE  
Residential • Commercial 

Chain Link • Wood 
Fence Repair • Free Estimates  

  
  

  

                

K and K 
Fencing LLC. 
Privacy, Chain link, 

Wrought Iron 
Residential or 
Commercial. 

817-219-0649

FENCING
TREE SERVICES

 

 

 

Lawn care 
20+ yrs. Exp. 

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!  
817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

• Trimming  
• Hauloffs 
• Stump Removal

Expert Takedowns

Lic. & Insured   817-371-8597 

• Fire Wood

 
    

       
    

 
  

  

  

   
          

       
        

   

 
 

   
   

     
   
   

  

    

 
      

   
  

    

 
      

      
      

       

  
    

     
 

CALL US TODAY WITH YOUR AD OR 
SEND TO CA.SUBURBANNEWS@SBC-

GLOBAL.NET 817-246-2473

    
     

        
     

     
      

   
  

   
   

       
        
      

     
    

 

  
     
    

     
     

 
 

  
     

     
       

   

  

 

 

 

 
   

      
       

     
   
 

   
       
      

  
       

   
    

    
    

   
      

      
     

 

  

 

   
   

    
      

  
  

  

                

   
  

   
  

  
 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED

ROOFING SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

  
   

       

   

   
  
  

 

      

  

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

   
          

       
        

   

 
 

   
   

     
   
   

  

First hail hit your area?
Don’t risk further damaging your
home by letting yearly mainte-
nance fall by the wayside.

Schedule a free 
Roof Inspection now!

GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Add-ons, Additions,

Bathroom/Kitchen Remodel,
Patios, Carports

Registered Contractor
Fully Insured • A+ BBB RatingInsurance Claim Specialists

3232 Shawnee Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-831-2600
817-615-7164 (cell)
rob.g.ece@gmail.com ECE-LLC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
Your Local Roofing and
Construction Company

    

 
ESTATE SALES BYESTATE SALES BY  

Call Betty 817-781-4124 
or email 

simplydone46@gmail.com

SIMPLY DONESIMPLY DONE  

 
      

      
      

       

  
    

     
 

       
  

 

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial

Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn
(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302

Lawn care
20+ yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!
817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

      

First hail hit your area?
Don’t risk further damaging your
home by letting yearly mainte-
nance fall by the wayside.

Schedule a free 
Roof Inspection now!

GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Add-ons, Additions,

Bathroom/Kitchen Remodel,
Patios, Carports

Registered Contractor
Fully Insured • A+ BBB RatingInsurance Claim Specialists

3232 Shawnee Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-831-2600
817-615-7164 (cell)
rob.g.ece@gmail.com ECE-LLC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
Your Local Roofing and
Construction Company

 
 Use ItchNoMore® shampoo on dogs, 
cats & horses to relieve secondary der-

matits, treat yeast infections, & eliminate 
doggy odor. Atwoods of Lake Worth.  

(www.fleabeacon.com)
Advertise in this publication!

EMAIL: suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

POP UP
in your customers’

email! 
Advertise in 

THIS NEWSPAPER! 
Over 1,600 subscribers
receive our publications

every Thursday!
email:

suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

Obituary

Bessie Christine Kuhn Harding

     Bessie Christine Kuhn Harding, 99,
departed this life Sunday, Jan. 15, 2023.
Funeral services will be held cryptside on
Saturday, Jan. 28, 2023, in Greenwood
Mausoleum.
     Bessie was born Dec. 25, 1923, to James
and Ella Kuhn in Three Sands, Okla. She grad-
uated from Rodessa High School in Rodessa,
La., in 1940. Her family moved to Bossier
City, La., in 1941. She met her future husband,
S/Sgt. Carrel L. Harding, while he was sta-
tioned at Barksdale AFB, La., before deploy-
ment to the EJO during WWII. When he
returned from a three year tour, they were mar-
ried Oct. 13, 1945. Their union was blessed
with two loving daughters, Patty Jane and
Linda Kay.
     Her husband, retired from the Air Force in
September 1962 and they decided to make
their home in the Fort Worth Area. Mrs.
Harding never worked outside the home after
marriage, except for volunteer work. She liked
to refer to herself as a self-employed home
economist. She found being a full-time wife,
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and
great-great-grandmother to be life's greatest
reward. Her hobby was sewing and spoiling
her five grandchildren, and 14 great-grand-
children and four great-great-grandchildren.
     She was preceded in death by her loving
husband of 63 years; her father; mother; step-
father, Alvis Cook; brother, Hugh, Jr., and
wife, Mary Kuhn; her beloved Aunt Bessie
Raynes; son-in-law, John LeJeune; and grand-
daughter, Dawne Pettigrew.
     Survivors include her daughters, Patty
LeJeune and Kay Benton and husband, Larry;
grandchildren, Lisa Collett (David), Robert
Benton (Kristi), Patty Ann McGinnis (Justin),
John LeJeune III (Katina) and Dawne
Pettigrew (David), Rachel, Ashley, Elizabeth
Collett, Madison, Macy and Matthew
McGinnis, Brandon Benton, Paige and Julie
Schwartz, Johnathan and Joshua LeJeune.

http://www.suburban-newspapers.com/contact.html
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Baylor Scott & White Heart and Vascular Hospital – Fort Worth is a department of Baylor 
Scott & White Heart and Vascular Hospital – Dallas. Notice Regarding Physician Ownership: 
Baylor Scott & White Heart and Vascular Hospital – Dallas is a hospital in which physicians 
have an ownership or investment interest. The list of the physician owners or investors 
is available to you upon request. Physicians provide clinical services as members of the 
medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated 
medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those 
medical centers. ©2023 Baylor Scott & White Health. KCS-05110

Let’s have a heart-to-heart.

Scan QR Code
to register.

VIRTUAL |  Thursday, February 2, 2023, 6:00 PM

2023 Women’s
Heart Health
Event
Whether you are a current heart patient, family member, 
caregiver or want to know your risks for heart disease, don’t miss 
this opportunity to hear from a variety of women physicians and 
specialists to discuss the importance of cardiovascular health. 
See how this free virtual event could help you change your life 
for the Better. For more information, call 1.844.BSW.DOCS or 
register at BSWHealth.com/DFWWomensHeartEvent.

     On the girl's side, the Lady Bears reached No. 8 in the state
rankings last week and defeated Rider on Friday night by a score
of 77-18.
     Coach Teranie Lewis said the victory gave her an opportunity
to evaluate.
     “The team played well versus Rider,” Lewis said. “We had the
opportunity to work on a few things that we will need moving for-
ward.”
     Lewis said the win over rider was “a collective standout
effort.”
     The Lady Bears also avenged their only district loss last
Tuesday with a convincing victory over Granbury, and Lewis said
her team learned well from the previous match up.
     “We didn’t play well in that first district game and got beat,”
Lewis said. “It was a lesson learned. We have to come to each
game prepared for every opponents best game.” 
     Breaking the top 10 in the state polls is a huge accomplishment
for the Brewer girls, and Lewis said she is proud of her team's
effort.
     “It’s great for our program, school and community,” Lewis
said. “I don’t talk about rankings with our team, as I want them to
focus on each game. But our team works really hard and it’s awe-
some to be noticed.”
     The Lady Bears will play at Saginaw at 6:15 p.m. on Friday,
Jan. 27

Sports Desk (continued from page 1)

     Suburban Newspapers, Inc. publishes the White Settlement
Bomber News, Benbrook News and River Oaks News weekly. 
     We have a small staff and rely heavily on stories and photos sub-
mitted by readers. Do you know about a great volunteer opportunity
or a free public event? Did your neighbor or child do something brag-
worthy? Submissions are published space permitting and may be edit-
ed. Email the full story and photos to suburbannews@sbcglobal.net.

From Suburban Newspapers Staff
We Want to Hear From You!

https://hopin.com/events/women-s-heart-health-event-by-baylor-scott-white-heart-vascular-hospital-dallas-and-fort-worth
https://ww3.greatpartners.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/135375
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2603 Cherry Lane • Fort Worth, TX, 76108
817-560-1625

??? Are you experiencing ???
• Neck Pain • Back Pain • Shoulder Pain

• Headaches • TMJ Issues

We also treat motor vehicle crash injuries and
sports injuries. 

Now Accepting New Patients!

Serving West Fort Worth since 1990
Call Cherry Lane Chiropractic for an

appointment today!
817-560-1625

Cherry Lane Chiropractic announces Dr. Kara Scott has
joined Dr. John Scott as a treating Doctor in our office!

From StatePoint

Five Financial Tips for Newlyweds

     February is the month of love and one of the most popular
times of year for couples to get engaged. According to a recent
study, 36 percent of respondents said Valentine’s Day is the most
romantic day to propose. If you’re about to get married or just
walked down the aisle, here are five things to do to ensure your
financial health.
     1. Determine how you will handle finances. They say money
can’t buy love and happiness, but talking about it in a marriage,
or even beforehand, goes a long way. You’ll want to discuss
whether you’ll have a joint bank account and credit cards, sepa-
rate accounts or a combination of the two. It’s a personal decision,

so consider the pros and cons. It’s also a good idea to know the
roles you will play. For example, will you or your partner pay the
day-to-day bills? The other person may want to manage the
monthly mortgage and auto expenses, or even the long-term
investments and retirement funds. If you need help coming up
with a plan, you may want to seek the advice of a financial coun-
selor.
     2. Get life insurance. You may not realize that February is
also Insure Your Love Month, a time to think about protecting
your loved ones if something unfortunate should happen. “If you
have people who depend on you – including your new spouse –
chances are you need life insurance,” said Lou Colaizzo, senior
vice president, Erie Family Life. “While it’s hard to think about
the possibility of not being there for a loved one, it’s so important
to plan for.” Colaizzo added that some people may hesitate to seek
out life insurance because they don’t want to go through the trou-
ble of getting a medical exam, but that’s not always necessary.
Colaizzo recommends people consult with their insurance agent
to find the right life insurance policy and coverage amount that’s
best for them.
     3. Protect your bling. Chances are you spent a lot of time and
money picking out rings you’ll love and wear every day.
Unfortunately, burglaries are more common than you may think.
According to the FBI, there were more than 1.1 million burglaries
in 2019. Protect your wedding jewelry, and any other expensive
jewelry, by adding these items to your homeowners or renters pol-
icy. It is advisable to have photos and documentation of the value
of the ring and other valuable jewelry in the event of a theft or a
loss.
     4. Update your car insurance. Notify your agent to make
sure you’re both covered to drive each other’s cars. You may also
be eligible for savings, such as a multi-car discount or bundling
your car insurance with homeowners and/or life insurance.
Additionally, some insurance companies offer a lower rate for
married couples.
     5. Make updates to your records if you change your last
name. It’s a big decision and takes a lot of work if one of you
decides to change your name after marriage. It’s important to be
patient and diligent as the entire process may take several months.
Remember to update all the appropriate forms, including a new
Social Security card, driver’s license, passport, bank accounts and
credit cards, among other considerations. Additionally, notify
your employer for payroll and health insurance coverage updates.
     Getting married is an exciting, big life event. While you and
your partner start your new life together, have an open conversa-
tion about financial considerations and double check to make sure
you’re covered to protect the life you’re building.

https://www.cherrylanechiropracticinc.com/
https://www.cherrylanechiropracticinc.com/
https://www.cherrylanechiropracticinc.com/
https://www.cherrylanechiropracticinc.com/
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Texas History Minute

American Singer and Songwriter, Huddie “Leadbelly” Ledbetter
by Dr. Ken Bridges

     Many Texas musicians have
become legendary figures for
not only their great talents as
musicians but also for their col-
orful lives.  
     Huddie Ledbetter, known
to his fans as “Leadbelly,” was
a pioneer blues musician start-
ing in East Texas in the early
1900s, just as rhythm and blues
was starting to develop its own
musical identity.  His own life
was one of many tragedies,
which he incorporated into his music. Ledbetter’s music would
far outlast his 1949 death, influencing performers from country to
rock for decades afterward. 
     Huddie William Ledbetter was born in a tiny Louisiana com-
munity just northwest of Shreveport. The family moved often,
and within a couple of years moved across the state line into
Bowie County. He showed a great love of music from an early
age, but his music training was sporadic. His first musical gift was
an accordion given to him by an uncle. He soon mastered it and
picked up other instruments, such as the harmonica, fiddle, and
what became his favorite, the 12-string guitar.  By the time he was
15, Ledbetter was performing at clubs and parties across the area. 
     Around 1910, Ledbetter was living in Harrison County when
he took to the road to pursue a music career, leaving behind his
wife and two children. Though he became increasingly popular
with his early blues sound, he often found himself in trouble with
the law. Increasing issues with alcohol only compounded his
problems. Some time in the late 1910s, he picked up the nickname
“Leadbelly,” but its origins are uncertain. 
     It was also in the 1910s that he began singing one of his most
popular songs, “Good Night, Irene.”  He went on to write hun-
dreds of songs, some gospel but mostly blues. “Black Snake
Moan,” and “Cotton Fields” were among many songs he wrote
and performed by the 1920s. Many of his songs were never
recorded or were lost over time.  
     In 1915, he was jailed in Harrison County on an illegal gun
charge but soon escaped. Three years later, he was imprisoned
after another fight turned deadly.  He was sentenced to 35 years.
However, Gov. Pat Neff, who once promised not to pardon any
prisoners, pardoned Ledbetter in 1925 after hearing him sing for
his release. Ledbetter resumed his performances, but he still had
legal problems.  He was convicted in 1930 in Louisiana following
a knife fight and another conviction in New York in 1939.  His
time in prison became an inspiration for many of his songs. 
     He promoted himself as the “King of the 12-String Guitar,”
but he was only able to begin recording his songs in the 1930s.

John Lomax, co-founder of the Texas Folklore Society and a for-
mer administrator at the University of Texas, recorded dozens of
Ledbetter’s songs through a Works Progress Administration pro-
gram to record oral histories and folk music across the nation.  
     On a tour of the Northeast, Ledbetter found an appreciative
circle of musicians in the growing folk music community. He
would record several songs with Woody Guthrie. 
     In the early 1940s, he was a regular radio performer on a
nationwide folk music program, hosted by John Lomax’s son,
Alan. By 1949, Ledbetter had his own radio show in New York,
Folk Songs of America. That year, just as his career and life were
back on track, he was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s Disease, a
degenerative neuromuscular disorder. The condition progressed
rapidly, but he was able to perform one last concert, a memorial
concert for John Lomax at the University of Texas that summer.   
     He died quietly in New York City in December 1949 at the age
of 61.  His life was one of hard luck and little respect save for fel-
low musicians and a handful of blues fans who saw brilliance in
his performances.  
     As the years passed, fellow musicians kept his memory alive
through his music. Within a few years, his influences became
much more pronounced as rock and roll saw its introduction by
the mid-1950s and blues reached a new level of artistry.  In the
1950s, folk musician Pete Seeger wrote a book on playing guitar
that praised Ledbetter’s technique.  By the 1960s, a flood of pop-
ular musicians began recording Ledbetter’s songs. “Good Night,
Irene” was a favorite of country stars such as Ernest Tubb and
Willie Nelson. Tubb’s version topped the charts in 1950.
Creedence Clearwater Revival made Ledbetter’s “Midnight
Special” one of their most famous songs when they recorded it in
1969. It was also covered by Gene Autry, Johnny Cash, Nat King
Cole, and the Grateful Dead. Ledbetter was inducted into the
Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1970. 
     In 1976, a movie was made about his life called simply,
Leadbelly. In 1988, in the centennial year of his birth, he was
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, honored as one of
the early major influences.  
     The popular grunge-rock band Nirvana introduced Ledbetter
to a new generation with Kurt Cobain’s rendition of “Where Did
You Sleep Last Night” in a televised performance in 1994.  Many
of his surviving recordings from the 1940s from the Library of
Congress and the Smithsonian Institution were released as albums
in the 1990s.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

AIR & HEATING
PRECISION Aire & Heat

817-563-2665
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

REMODELING
D & M Repair/Remodeling

817-233-5339
ECE CONSTRUCTION LLC

817-831-2600
817-615-7164

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting

817-371-8597

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS
I MOW 4 YOU
817-988-2249

corvetteron@hotmail.com
ALEX’S Lawn Care

817-793-9096

FENCING
LYNCO Fencing
817-246-5641

K And K Fencing
817-219-0649

BOB YOUNG Fencing
817-495-5543

bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
COLUMBIA College

817-377-3276
ftworth@CCIS.edu

AMERICAN LEGION Post 297
817-249-2791

alpost297@sbcglobal.net

COMPUTERS
MICHAEL’S PC Repair

817-945-2667
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance

817-560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

MEDICARE Supplement Insurance
Call me about changing plans

Marilyn-Kaye.com or 817-874-7569

TREE SERVICE
CHAD GREEN Tree Service

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)
C THREE Lawn & Tree Service

817-249-YARD (9273)
WWW.C3LAWNAND TREE.COM

ROOFING
ECE ROOFING LLC

817-831-2600
817-615-7164

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE

8120 White Settlement Rd
817-244-5404

ELECTRIC
E-CONN ELECTRIC

(817) 831-2600
(817)-615-7164 IRRIGATION/SPRINKLERS

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
817-480-8465

irrigator4543@gmail.com

PLUMBING
PLUMBING by Richard

817-907-0472
rvmunoz001@gmail.com

LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-715-6747

lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net

Three Day Weekend Forecast
Friday, Jan. 27:

AM -  Sunny; high near 59. Southwest wind 10-15mph, with gusts as high as 25mph.
PM - Partly cloudy; ow around 44. South wind around 15mph, with gusts as high as 25mph.

Saturday, Jan. 28:
AM - A 20% chance of showers after 1 p.m. Mostly cloudy; high near 62. S wind 15-20mph, gusts

as high as 30mph.
PM - A 20% chance of showers before 1 a.m. Mostly cloudy; low around 40.

Sunday, Jan. 29:
AM - Mostly sunny; high near 56.
PM - Mostly clear; low around 31.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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