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From the Sports Desk with John English

BMHS and WHHS Volleyball

The Benbrook MHS volleyball team is
coming off of a strong 2022 season in which
they finished 12-0 in district competition
and won a district championship.

Coach Frances Davies said she is feeling
good about the way things are looking early
on and is expecting another successful year.

“The season is shaping up nicely,”
Davies said. “We lost seven seniors this past
year, with three of them being critical posi-
tions - both setters and the libero position.
We have a lot of young ones stepping up as
well as a couple new faces to the program
that are all fighting for those starting posi-
tions. I think it’ll be a great season.”

Strong returners include back-to-back
District MVP Ravyn Dash and fellow out-
side Luci Rotman, middle, Martha Greene
last season's New Comer to the District, and
a power Opp, Breezy Butler.

“We’re still pretty strong across the net,
just have to create some chemistry with the
new setters,” Davies said.

The Lady Cats advanced to the area
round of the playoffs in 2022 following a bi-
district round victory against Ferris.

Davies said, at the moment, she is trying
to evaluate which lineup is likely to produce
the best results for the Lady Cats.

“We are filling three crucial roles with
younger girls that are new to varsity this
year,” Davies said. “Our dynamics are very
different in that my hitters are having to re-
create connections with new setters, which
takes a lot of time, and we don’t have a lot
of that currently. We are also trying figuring
out who will step into the role as libero (lead
defensive player) after losing Abbie Miller
who was a four-year starter and set a few
records for digs, aces, and passing percent-

ages. We’re honestly just playing Tetris and
trying to figure out what fits best.”

Benbrook finished 26-14 overall last sea-
son, and Davies said to repeat on their suc-
cess, Benbrook will need a couple of things.

“I think being open and ready for con-
stant changes,” Davies said. “Because we
lost so many girls and are having to fill, it
will be a full trial by error preseason. Just
trying to see who works best with whom,
what is the best fit in the back row, and what
1s most successful. I think they can handle it
though. They’re hungry to go for that four-
peat of undefeated district champs.”

Davies said she is expecting a challeng-
ing district season as well.

“The toughest district opponent is always
a tough question because I never know what
they’re incoming players look like,” Davies
said. “We don't know how many move-ins
everyone is getting, how many did they lose
or new coaches. We just plan/practice like
every team will be the toughest we’ll meet
and know that every team is coming to try
to take away our title. There isn’t going to
be a 'give me' match.”

Over at Western Hills, the Lady Cougars
are looking to rebound from a tough 2022
season this year and get back into the play-
offs.

Coach Michael Yeager could not be
reached for comment on this story.

Benbrook Council Action

Aug. 3 Meeting

Wrap-Up

The Benbrook city council meeting held
on Aug. 3 was conducted as scheduled.
Mayor Jason Ward called the meeting to
order. An invocation was followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Time was then allowed for citizen com-
ments on any agenda item, but there were
one.

Minutes from the previous meeting held
on July 20 were then approved unani-
mously.

The first item of the evening was to ac-
cept the resignation of Beth Jones from
Place 7 on the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission and to determine the method to fill
her vacancy.

Council member Dustin Phillips rec-
ommended that the council accept the res-
ignation, but hold off on filling the position
until a normal application process could be
completed. The recommendation was ac-
cepted unanimously.

Next up was a resolution repealing cur-
few for minors pursuant to House Bill 1819
of the 88th Texas Legislature.

The 88th Texas Legislature prohibits
cities from adopting or enforcing an order,
ordinance, or other measure that imposes a
curfew on juveniles.

The motion (continued on page 2)
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to repeal the curfew carried unanimously.

Next up was a proposal to ratify the Eco-
nomic Development Corporation Budget for
fiscal year 2023/2024.

The EDC requested that the city council
approve their 2023/24 budget at $760,478.

The funds would be delineated for the
following projects: 5705 Storefront Im-
provement Program Grant (ongoing) at
$150,000; 5706 NW Winscott Infrastructure
(enviro, maintenance) at $50,000; 5707
Westpark Corner (maintenance) at $10,000
and 5722 Benbrook Blvd. (beautification) at
$20,000.

If approved, the projected end-of-year,
fiscal year 2023/24 fund balance would be
$8,153,420. The budget was approved unan-
imously.

Next up was a motion to approve the fi-
nance report for the period ending on June
30.

For the General fund, revenues for the
month of June totaled $898,189 and expen-
ditures of $1,743,927.

Year-to-date, revenues were $22,608,817
and expenditures totaled $16,326,369.

For the EDC, revenues for the month of
June were $221,331 and expenditures to-
taled $117,793.

Year-to-date, revenues were $1,773,803,
and expenditures were $722,035.

The finance report was approved unani-
mously.

Next up was a proposal to accept the
quarterly investment report for the period
ending June 30.

Investments for the General fund were
$47,238,883 and the EDC had $7,243,983.
The investment report was accepted unani-
mously.

Next was a proposal to adopt a resolution
denying the Distribution Cost Recovery
Factor application proposed by Oncor Elec-
tric Delivery Company LLC.

According to the agenda, on June 30,
2023, Oncor Electric Delivery Company,
LLC (“Oncor” or “Company”) filed an ap-
plication to amend its Distribution Cost Re-
covery Factor (“DCRF”) and update its
Mobile Generation Riders to increase distri-
bution rates within each of the cities in its
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service area.

In the filing, the company asserts it is
seeking an increase in distribution revenues
of approximately
$152.78 million.

The Company is also seeking to update
its Rider Mobile Generation and Rider
Wholesale Mobile Generation to recover
revenue related to mobile generation unit
leasing and operation.

The Rider would recover approximately
$1.07 million.

The resolution authorizes the city to join
with the Steering Committee of Cities
Served by Oncor (“OCSC”) to evaluate the
filing, determine whether the filing complies
with law, and if lawful, to
determine what further strategy, including
settlement, to pursue.

The purpose of the resolution would be |

to deny the Distribution Cost Recovery Fac-
tor application proposed by Oncor.

The resolution was adopted unani-
mously.

Time was then allowed for informal cit-
1zen comments, but there were none.

Time was then allowed for council

member and staff comments, and council

member Renee Franklin reminded people of

a few events happening over the last week.
The meeting was then adjourned
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From Benbrook Public Library

Library to Close for Renovations

The library will close starting Monday, Aug. 21 through Mon-
day, Sept. 4 to renovate the existing space.
We are working on a feasibility study for the new building that

is projected to be about 5 to 6 years away, and with that longer time |1

frame than expected, we need to change some areas so that it better
reflects our patron usage and helps support our staff.

The main areas we are renovating are the MakerSpace, staff

areas, and the teen room.

Even though we are closing for two weeks, we expect this ren- g
ovation to take place over the entire month of September - so please

be patient with us!

From the City of Benbrook

City of Benbrook’s TextMy-
Benbrook Messaging Service

The City of Benbrook has made it easier than ever to engage
with citizens when it launched the TextMyBenbrook messaging
service.

Residents can report non-emergency concerns such as potholes,
code violations, or missed garbage pickups by sending a text with
a photo and location description to TextMyBenbrook at 817-443-
6249.

Residents can report their concerns to TextMyBenbrook 24/7;
however, text messages will be processed Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

4PAWS Pet Adoptions at the
Benbrook Animal Shelter @ 469 Winscott Rd.
Fridays & Saturdays: 10am-2pm

Sundays: 11am-3pm

TEEN CRAFTERNOON

Printmaking on Canvas Totes
Tuesday, August 15

Carve out some
time for creativity
and come explore
printmaking!

- ©

Registration Required
Ages12-17
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MORE BEAUTY. LESS WATER.

Presented by Water is Awesome

We created Texas Yard Makeover

to show how to create a beautiful

yard and still save water. Watch
and learn how we used native
plants, smart landscape design
and sprinkler upgrades to
create a yard that only

needs water up to

twice a week — even

in the summer.

WATER IS AWESOME.COM

Hosted by Chris Grundy
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Quick Indoor Organizing Projects to Tackle Now

From leaving on vacations and weekend getaways to heading
out for a hike or to a sporting event, frequent in-and-out traffic in
summer can leave our spaces a mess. While a deep clean can be
reserved for fall, home organizing expert Abby Lawson of the pop-
ular Abby Organizes blog says there are quick ways to tidy up the
home now.

» Easy Entrance and Exit: A new survey by Duck brand finds
76 percent of people feel “overwhelmed” by their family members’
mess. To help control clutter near the entryway, install Duck brand
Easy Mounts Interior Drywall J Hooks to give items like beach
bags, hats and umbrellas a designated spot. Lawson says she also
likes to put a basket by the door, so her kids have a place to toss
their shoes.

“Helping everyone adopt a routine when they come in the door
encourages tidiness,” Lawson explains. “If you have little kids,
move the hooks to their level, so hanging their bag becomes part
of their routine.”

* Medicine Cabinet Makeover: The outdoor season brings its
fair share of challenges like sunburn, bug bites, bee stings and
rashes. Stock a cabinet with must-have emergency supplies. Lay a
shelf liner on the shelf, so surfaces stay clean and dry from leaking
bottles and sticky spills. Lawson keeps these essentials on a shelf
near her entryway, so it’s easy for her family to apply sunscreen or
bug repellent quickly on their way to the park or pool.

* Order for Overflow: More than half of the people surveyed
say clutter in the living room is the “most annoying” mess their
family members make on a regular basis. Lawson says she uses
hooks on the inside wall of her hall closet to hold an organizer.
This creates extra storage for small toys as well as hand soap and
toilet paper. She also recommends that households establish a con-
sistent cleanup time to “reset” the room.

“No matter how much we try to clean up, staying organized will
come down to the habits that we have,” Lawson says. “Institute a

Texas Tox-Free Holiday

Coming Soohn

Tax Free Weekend

SALES TAX HOLIDAY IS AUGUST 11TH - 13TH, 2023
R W

daily or weekly reset where everyone in the family works together
to get everything back to where it goes. That will keep the clutter
from piling up.”

» Gather Your Gadgets: From tongs to skewers, we often use
the same tools to cook in the summer. Lawson suggests storing go-
to grilling gadgets in a caddy, so they can easily be taken from in-
side to out. She also says to divide drawers with small trays and
use shelf liner with fun prints and patterns under the trays to add a
pop of color to the area.

Additionally, put bulky items like egg, pineapple and water-
melon slicers in a basket on a higher shelf, so they don’t take up
drawer space.

* Car Clean-Out: Whether you’re heading on a day trip or a road
trip, the car can easily get chaotic. Lawson recommends putting an
organizer on each of the back seats, so kids’ snacks, electronics
and car games are easily accessible. These pockets can also be a
handy place for hand sanitizer, trash bags and water.

Setting up these simple organizing systems with the help of use-
ful products and organizing tools will encourage tidy habits for a
neat home all season long.
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Texas History Minute

Novelist Katherine Anne Porter by .. ken Brigges

Katherine Anne Porter was one of the
most noted of Texas novelists. Her career
spanned decades, and though her output was
limited it had a profound impact on many as-
piring writers from the 1930s through the
1970s.

She was born Callie Russel Porter in May
1890 in Indian Creek, a small, unincorporated
community in Brown County in Central
Texas. Her father was a cousin to Texas writer
William Sydney Porter, better known by his
pen name O. Henry. Brown County also hap-
pened to be the home of noted western and
horror novelist Robert E. Howard. Porter was
the fourth of five children, but tragedy fol-
lowed her for much of her early life. An older
brother had died while still an infant. When
she was two, her mother died shortly after
giving birth to her youngest sister.

Distraught and left with four young chil-
dren to raise, Harrison Porter took his chil-
dren and moved in with his mother, Catherine
Anne Porter. The family spent the next few
years living in the modest house in Kyle, a
small community just south of Austin. From
a young age in Kyle, she began writing
stories. The future writer became very close
to her grandmother in those years. But in
1901, her grandmother died while taking her
on a trip to see relatives in West Texas. Af-
terward, her father moved the family spora-
dically across Texas and Louisiana. Porter’s
education became increasingly sporadic, and
she never attended high school.

In 1906, she married John Henry Koontz,
a Lufkin-area rancher. It would be the first of
five marriages for Porter. The marriage was
a disaster from the beginning, wrecked by
Koontz’s alcoholism. Porter reported later

that he flew into horrible rages fueled by his
drinking. She alleged at one point that he
threw her down a flight of stairs, resulting in
a broken ankle.

She left for Chicago in 1914 and filed for
divorce, asking that her name be legally
changed to Katherine Anne Porter in the pro-
cess. She also picked up a writing job at the
Chicago Tribune. She even began appearing
a few silent film roles as extras while writing
a story for Chicago film companies, with one
company paying her $12 per day. After her
divorce was finalized, she married Otto Tas-
kett, a marriage that fell apart within months.

At that same time in 1915, she was dia-
gnosed with tuberculosis and sent to a sana-
torium. While hospitalized, she began writing
stories full time. Her fortune changed when
she learned she had been misdiagnosed, and
she returned to Texas in 1917 as a society
writer for the Fort Worth Critic.

The next year, she moved to Denver to
write for the Rocky Mountain News. But
1918 was also the year of the Spanish Flu
Epidemic. More than 500,000 Americans
died from the flu that year. Porter came down
with the flu and nearly died herself.

After her recovery, she spent most of the
next decade travelling, living mostly in Mex-
ico and New York City. Her first published
short story, “Maria Concepcion,” (1922) was
inspired by her experiences in Mexico.

She married three times and divorced
three more times between 1926 and 1942. As
talented as she was, she found writing very
frustrating. She once said, “I have written and
destroyed manuscripts quite literally by the
trunkful. I spent 15 years wandering about,
weighted horribly by masses of paper and lit-
tle else.” She published a widely acclaimed
and influential collection of short stories in
1930, “Flowering Judas and Other Stories.”

Among her most famous story was the
award-winning “Pale Horse, Pale Rider”
(1939). This was a collection of three novel-
las which took place during the 1918 flu pan-
demic, inspired by her own illness. The story
was adapted into several television movies in
the 1950s and 1960s. This was followed up
by another short story collection, “The Lean-
ing Tower” (1944).

She spent many of her years from the
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1930s onward travelling the world, writing
essays for The Nation and The New Republic
and writing short stories. She met prominent
writers, celebrities, and world leaders in her
travels. However, she only wrote one novel.
Ship of Fools (1962) took twenty years to
write. The tale of misfits sailing to Europe in
the early 1930s became instantly famous and
was adapted into a movie in 1965.

In 1965, she published The Collected
Stories, her latest anthology. This earned her
the Pulitzer Prize in 1966 as well as the Na-
tional Book Award. She would continue to
write for many more years. Porter died at her
home in Maryland at the age of 90 in 1980.

Her birthplace in Brown County was rec-
ognized by the state as a state historic land-
mark in 1990.

In Kyle, the family home continued to
stand years after Porter’s death. In 1997, the
city, along with several local charities and
benefactors, bought the old homestead and
began renovating it. In 2000, it was declared
a national landmark and the city established
the Katherine Anne Porter Literary Center at
the home.

Operating today through a partnership
with Texas State University in San Marcos,
the organization invites noted writers to speak
at symposiums and offers programs to help
aspiring writers.

White Settlement
Historical Museum
8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3
PM Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
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E-CONN
FELECTRIC g
Service, Remodel,
New Construction.
Insured/BBB Accredited.
C/C accepted. Tecl 20470

( 817-615-7164
817-831-2600

Customer Satisfaction is Our Goal!
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AIR & HEATING

PAINTING SERVICES
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DEADLINE: Monday at Noon.

REAL ESTATE

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protec-
tion” Warranty on all parts and labor °
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges.
Senior & Military discounts. 100% Fi-
nancing available. W.A.C. ¢ All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-
COOL(2665) TACLB26642

Michael’s LEON’S

PC SALES & SERVICE CONCRETE SERVICES
! Commercial, Residential, Sidewalks
Slabs, Patios, Driveways, Steps
Retaining Walls Brished

817-371-8597

Licensed and Insured
leon@leonstreeservice.biz

Virus Removal & Upgrades,
Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges
A+, Network+ Certified

call for an Appointment
817-945-comp(2667)
or 817-437-8580

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs &
Wants! No Job 1s too Small! Located in
White Settlement & will serve the sur-

rounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HANDYMAN

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry.
Fences, roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handi-

cap grab bars & much more. Free Est. 817-
249-2028

CARR’S REMODELING
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks,
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures.
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions &
carports. 30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-995-
6968

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Add-ons, Additions,
Bathroom/Kitchen Remodel,
Patios, Carports
Registered Contractor
Fully Insured « A+ BBB Rating

First hail hit your area?
Don’t risk further damaging your
home by letting yearly mainte-
nance fall by the wayside.
Schedule a free
Roof Inspection now!
Insurance Claim Specialists
3232 Shawnee Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76135
817-831-2600
817-615-7164 (cell)
rob.g.ece@gmail.com
Your Local Roofing and
Construction Company

ECE-LLC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn,
wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior

wood repair, Over 30yrs. exp. Ref. Free
Est. Call 817-454-6489

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING
Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic lo-
cate & repair. Sewer repair, gas test,
tankless water heaters, bathroom &
kitchen remodeling 817-715-6747
M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE w/LOW PAYMENTS.

IRRIGATION WORK

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
[rrigation 25 yrs. exp.
We do it All!
817-480-8465 lic #4543

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No
job too Big/Small Sr. Disc. 817-793-
9096.

IMOW4YOU

Free Estimates for
Scheduled Lawn

Mowing Season!

BEAUTIFUL
LARGE LUXURY APARTMENTS IN BENBROOK
Non-smoking facility with 2/b, 2 full baths. Large
closets, W/D hookup. Central AC/H, carports
w/private storage rooms. Close to shopping $900
to $950. Phone 817-249-2143

SERVICES PROVIDED

Mr. Sweeps
Chimney Cleaning
Special!
$10 OFF

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

ROOFING SERVICES

McNoble Roofing and Siding
BBB A+ rated. Local, affordable, dependable. We do all forms of
home remodeling including:roofing,siding,fences, patio
covers,carports,pergolas. We Work well with all insurers. Most
roofs done in one day
Call today for free estimateArron(817)808-8249 or
John(817)566-5268 hittp//mcnoble-exteriors-llc.business.site

REAL ESTATE / RENTALS

3-1-2 CHA, fenced,
$1200.00 mo., $600.
dep. $25. per adult
applicant fee.
817-996-6500

Jo\

g

817-988-2249

onsTreeSery;
\e Expert Takedownswc

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming ¢ Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

PARTY SERVICES

Balloon Decorations for any Event: Wed-
dings, Corporate, Baby Showers, Grand
Openings, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Quin-
ceaneras. CALL Sally 817-484-8353
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PRECISION Aire & Heat

817-563-2665
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE
8120 White Settlement Rd
817-244-5404
MICHAEL’S PC Repair
817-945-2667
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

ELECTRIC
E-CONN ELECTRIC
(817) 831-2600
(817)-615-7164

SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS, INC.

White Settlement Bomber News « Benbrook News ¢ River Oaks News

7820 Wyatt Drive Fort Worth, TX 76108
(817) 246-2473
www.suburban-newspapers.com

FENCING
LYNCO Fencing I MOW 4YOU
.............. 817-246-5641 . 817-988-2249
BOB YOUNG Fencing corvetteron@hotmail.com

817-495-5543

bobyoungfences@hotmail.com
INSURANCE

PETER POLINSKY Insurance
817-560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

ALEX’S Lawn Care
817-793-9096
PLUMBING
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-715-6747
lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PAINTING

HAYWOOD Painting
817-371-8597

ECE Construction LLC

817-831-2600
817-615-7164
ROOFING
ECE ROOFING LLC
817-831-2600
817-615-7164

REAL ESTATE TMCENOBLE ROOFING and ™
TAMMY WRIGHT, BROKER TIGERT & DAUGHTERS SIDING

Wright Realty Services DFW
Cell: 682-472-9041
wrightrealtyservicesdfw@gmail.com

817-480-8465
irrigator4543@gmail.com
TREE SERVICE
CHAD GREEN Tree Service
817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cel)

Business Directory Listings - $10 per month!

ca.suburbannews@sbcglobal.net ¢« 817-246-2473

817-808-8249 or 817-566-5268

mcnoble-exteriors-llc.business.site

SERVICES PROVIDED

AMERICAN LEGION Post 297
817-249-2791
....... alpos297@sbeglobalnet
Medicare Supplement Insurance
Turning 65 Help & Under 65 Plans

Marilyn-Kaye.com or 817-874-7569

Three Day Weekend Forecast

VAN

Friday, Aug. 11:

AM - Sunny and hot, with a high near 106. South wind around 15mph, with gusts as high as 20mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 80. Breezy, with a south wind 15 to 25mph, with gusts as high

as 35mph.

AN

Saturday, Aug. 12:

AM - Sunny and hot, with a high near 105. South southwest wind 15 to 20mph, with gusts as high as

30mph.

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 80. South southeast wind around 15mph, with gusts as high as

25mph.

Sunday, Aug. 13:

AM - Sunny and hot, with a high near 106. South southwest wind around 15mph, with gusts as high

as 20mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 79.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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