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From the Sports Desk with John English 

Rising Star Ricardo Tellez 
Poised to Lead Western Hills 

Soccer in 2025-26

     With the amount of returning talent the Western Hills boy's soc-
cer team has coming back next season, 2025-26 could be a very 
good year for the Cougars. 
     One such returning player is Ricardo Tellez, and coach Matt 
Collins said that the incoming junior brings a lot to the table. 
     “Ricardo was a small surprise for us,” Collins said. “He was a 
great JV player as a ninth grader.  We knew he was going to be 
good, We were not sure it was going to happen as fast as it hap-
pened.  He showed himself to be a great player very quickly.” 
     Collins said Tellez is a top-notch student and athlete, the kind 
of players coaches hope for. 
     “Off the field, he’s quiet, but funny,” Collins said. “He’s a sly 
kind of funny.  A great student. On the field, he’s tough and a crazy 
hard worker.  The upperclassmen chose him to be a captain as soph-
omore.  That says a lot.” 
     Tellez, 16, said he believes that Western Hills could have ac-
complished more than a playoff appear- (continued on page 3)

From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers 

Benbrook City Council  
Candidate Application  

Deadline Monday
     The City of Benbrook General Election is scheduled for Tues-
day, Nov. 4, 2025, to elect Mayor/Place 1 and City Council 
Members for Places 3, 5, and 7. 
     Candidate filing ends Aug. 18. Applications for a place on the 
ballot must be submitted to the Office of the City Secretary, located 
at City Hall 911 Winscott Rd., Benbrook, TX 76126. Office hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Filing forms may be 
found on the city’s website. 
     The address to mail an application for a place on the ballot (if 
filing by mail) is: City Secretary, City of Benbrook, P.O. Box 
26569, Benbrook, TX 76126. 
     The last day to register to vote in the November election will 
be Monday, Oct. 6. Early voting will be held Monday, Oct. 20 
through Friday, Oct. 31. 
     For questions or more information, contact the City Secretary 
by phone at 817-249-3000 or by email to citysecretary@benbrook-
tx.gov.

Benbrook Council Action by John English 

Benbrook Council Wraps Up 
Busy Aug. 7 Session

     The Benbrook City Council meeting was held on Aug. 7 as 
scheduled. Mayor Jason Ward called the meeting to order. 
     An invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
     Time was then allowed for citizen comments on any agenda 
item, but there were none. 
     Minutes of the meeting held on July 17 were then approved 
unanimously. 
     The first item of the evening was a proposal to make a correc-
tion to an ordinance numbering error. At the July 17 Council 
Meeting, ordinance No. 1511 was approved in accordance with all 
applicable laws and procedures. 
     However, during the final preparation for publication and cod-
ification, staff discovered that the as- (continued on page 4)
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

TREE SERVICE 

I  MOW 4 YOUI MOW 4 YOU
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!   

Free EstimatesFree Estimates W/Scheduled Work! W/Scheduled Work! 
817-988-2249

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Chad s Tree Service

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

In-Home
Service

817-244-5404

Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance Sale!
Appliance Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

W O W !W O W !
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor • Up-front pricing. No 
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts. 
100% Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665) 
TACLB26642 
 

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job 
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will 
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 

 
 

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. 

Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, 
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars 

& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028 
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. Repair/re-
modeling, painting, plumbing drains lines cleared, 
& Fencing, reasonable. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-
233-5339 
 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper, 
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over 
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water 

heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS. 
 WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM 

ELECTRIC SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN

AIR & HEATING

PAINTING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf 
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr. 
Disc. 817-793-9096.

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

http://www.wsmuseum.com 
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

8320 Hanon Drive 
White Settlement, Texas 76108 

817-246-9719 
Open:  Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM 

Closed: Sunday & Monday

Application has been made with the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commission for a Wine and 
Malt Beverage Retailer's Off Premise Permit 
(BQ) by Golden Brentwood Inc., DBA 
Golden Brent Mart to be located at 5400 
Brentwood Stair Road, Fort Worth, Texas, 
76112. 
Manager of business: Kamak Sadeghi

Legal Notice

SERVICES PROVIDED

Mr.  Sweeps 
Chimney Cleaning 

Special!
$10 OFF 

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning 
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com  817-692-5624

call for an Appointment 
817-945-comp(2667) 

or 817-437-8580

Virus Removal & Upgrades, 
Office Furn. 

Fax & Copy Services 
Toner Cartridges 

A+, Network+ Certified

COMPUTERS

Follow Us! 
facebook.com/ 
BenbrookNews

http://www.wsmuseum.com
https://www.facebook.com/BenbrookNews/
https://www.facebook.com/BenbrookNews/
https://www.facebook.com/BenbrookNews/
https://www.facebook.com/BenbrookNews/
https://www.facebook.com/BenbrookNews/
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WATER IS AWESOME.COM

EASY AS
A BEAUTIFUL YARD IS

When it’s time to water, think 1, 

2…zero. Twice a week if it’s hot 

and dry, once a week if you need 

a little water and zero if it’s been 

raining. We can send you weekly 

watering advice to tell you exactly 

how much water your lawn 

needs. Sign up for free at Water is 
Awesome.com.

     Ozzy is a Border Collie/Australian Shepherd mix.  He is approx-
imately two years old and weighs 56 pounds. These two breeds are 
very smart so Ozzy has the best of both! He is available for adoption 
at the Benbrook Animal Shelter, located at 469 Winscott Road.  
     Adoption hours are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. 
     Visit www.4pawsinc.org or call 4 PAWS volunteers Ursula at 817-
262-3086, or Lynda at 682-279-0760 to set up a meet-and-greet or to 
get more information about any of the dogs available.

From 4PAWS & Benbrook Animal Shelter 

Ozzy is Looking for a Family 
to Call His Own! 

ance last year, but definitely believes they exceeded expectations 
for the Cougars program heading into last year. 
     “My goal going into the season was mainly focused on winning 
and making playoffs,” Tellez said. “Fortunately, we made it into 
playoffs.” 
     The Western Hills midfielder said that his main objectives for 
next season are for Western Hills to go even farther in the playoffs 
and to play even better.  
     The incoming junior said on the field, he will try to do his part 
by putting his teammates in position to score. 
     “I truly believe this team can be something special,” Tellez said. 
“We are capable of accomplishing more next season, potentially 
district.”  
     Tellez said he likes to spend his free time watching soccer 
matches and playing video games, and said he started playing soc-
cer by chance. 
     “I randomly got invited to play for the first time and thought it 
was fun,” Tellez said.  
     Collins said he would like for Tellez to work on a couple of 
things during the off-season. 
     “I say this a lot about a lot of our guys,” Collins said. “He needs 
to have more grit. He can be a bit more competitive. He’s a really 
nice kid.  I love that, but on the field, I’d like to see him be a bit 
tougher.  That always comes with age and experience.”

Sports Desk (continued from page 1)
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     The Benbrook Police Department’s Citizens on Patrol (COP) 
program is looking for new recruits. The COP group meets on the 
first Tuesday of every month and assists the Police Department 
with events and activities. 
     For more information on joining Citizens on Patrol, contact De-
tective J. Hatton at 817-249-6089 or jhatton@benbrook-tx.gov.

From the City of Benbrook 

Benbrook Police Department 
Seeks Citizens On Patrol  

Recruits 

signed ordinance number was incorrect due to a clerical error. Or-
dinance No. 1512 had not yet been used and should have been the 
next ordinance in sequence. Staff recommended that the City Coun-
cil approve the correction in numbering of Ordinance No. 1511 to 
Ordinance No. 1512 for publication and codification, which was 
approved unanimously.  
     Next up was a proposal to accept the finance report for the 
month of June 2025. For the general fund, revenues for the month 
of June totaled $913,703 while year-to-date revenues totaled 
$24,361,533. Expenditures for the month of June totaled 
$2,364,093 while year-to-date expenditures totaled $18,588,785. 
     For the Econmic Development Corporation (EDC), revenues 
for the month of June totaled $229,989 while year-to-date revenues 
totaled $1,951,956. Expenditures for the month of June totaled 
$34,576 while year-to-date expenditures totaled $684,660. The fi-
nance report was approved unanimously. 
     Next up was the quarterly investment report for the period end-
ing on June 30. Investments for the city of Benbrook totaled 
$35,445,524 while the EDC's total investments were $7,594,397. 
The investment report was approved unanimously. 
     Next was a motion to accept an interlocal agreement with the 
Benbrook Water Authority (BWA) for residential refuse and storm 
water utility fee billing and payment collections services. Per the 
agreement, the City relies on the BWA to bill and collect fees for 
refuse and storm water utility accounts and the City reimburses the 
BWA at a rate of 49.58 cents per bill. The agreement also includes 
the ability to process credit card payments. The agreement was au-
thorized unanimously. 
     Next was a motion to consider authorization of an interlocal 
agreement with the BWA for street cut repair services. The BWA 
is responsible for street repairs following a water or sewer line fai-
lure, and since 2000, the City has repaired asphalt street cuts 
through an annual local agreement at a repair cost of $8.91 per 
square foot. The agreement was authorized unanimously. 
     The next item of the evening was a motion to consider authori-
zation of procurement of professional engineering services per 
Texas Government Code 2254.004. The City periodically used 
third-party engineering firms to assist with design and engineering 
for City improvements. The Professional Services Procurement Act 
(Texas Government Code 2254.004) requires governmental entities 
to select professional service firms based on qualifications rather 
than competitive bids.  
     A committee was formed that selected qualified firms in five 
separate categories. 
     For transportation, storm water, parks and facility assessments, 
Freese and Nichols, Inc. was the top firm selected and for flood-
plain, Halff Associates, Inc. was chosen as the top firm. If ap-
proved, each firm would sign the Engineering Service Agreement 
and as projects arise, a firm will be selected by staff based on the 
project category. The motion was approved unanimously. 
     Next up was a proposal to purchase a new model dual-axle 

dump truck from Southwest International Trucks at a cost of 
$144,882.44 with an expected delivery of December 2025. The pur-
chase of the truck was approved unanimously. 
     Time was then allowed for informal citizen comments, and res-
ident Paul Galvan approached the podium and congratulated the 
Benbrook Police Department for their quick response to calls and 
diligence in helping people in the community. Galvan also thanked 
the Benbrook Fire Department, and then expressed gratitude to the 
City Manager, Jim Hinderaker, for taking time to talk to him prior 
to the meeting. 
     Next resident Larry Stowe stepped to the podium and discussed 
an issue that will be addressed at the next council meeting, which 
is about a man named Corey Waldrop, a Fort Worth developer, 
whom Stowe accused of being a “devious, outlying crook,” and 
said he hopes the city council members take that into consideration 
when they place their votes. 
     Next resident Jennifer Harper approached the podium and dis-
cussed overhanging trees on the streets and said they caused peril 
to emergency vehicles and individual drivers and asked that it be 
addressed. 
     A woman named Robyn Mota with Republic Services then 
came to the podium and said she wanted to introduce herself and 
said she was in the area and available for any questions. 
     Stowe then came back to the podium and thanked the Benbrook 
Fire Department for “bringing me back to life,” saying it's always 
good to be alive. 
     Ward said that in that case they were really glad Stowe was 
there, and everyone present applauded. 
     Time was then allowed for council member and staff comments, 
and member Renee Franklin informed everyone of the passing of 
James Edward “Ed” Gallagher, and provided a brief biography and 
paid tribute to him. 
     Member Dr. Larry Marshall also complimented Gallagher on 
his knowledge of Benbrook and the work he did for the city. 
     The meeting was then adjourned.

Council Action (continued from page 1)



Suburban Newspapers, Inc. August 14, 2025, PAGE 5

     The 33rd Annual Trash Bash clean-up event will be held Saturday, Sept. 20, at Dutch 
Branch Park. 
     Registration opens at 8:30 a.m., and cleanup will begin at 9 a.m. A free hotdog lunch 
is provided to all volunteers. This event offers an opportunity for Benbrook residents, 
volunteers, visitors, groups, and organizations to help during a fun cleanup! 
     Participants will gather at the pavilion located behind the concession stand, in the rear 
parking lot behind the YMCA at 1899 Winscott Rd. 
     The City is providing giveaway items and prizes. Advance registration is requested. 
To register, visit the weblink above or scan the QR code.  
     Let’s keep Benbrook looking beautiful, every “litter bit” helps! For more information, 
call Cecilia Ventura at 817-249-6008.

From the City of Benbrook 

33rd Annual Benbrook Trash Bash  
Saturday, Sept. 20 

     The City of Benbrook invites individuals and groups to participate in the Adopt-a-
Mile program and make a positive impact on the community. By adopting a city roadway 
or park area, you can help keep streets clean and beautiful. 
     To participate, register online at www.benbrook-tx.gov/216/Trash-RecyclingEnviron-
mental.  
     Registered individuals and groups are responsible for organizing cleanup events and 
requesting supplies from the City, such as trash bags, latex gloves, and reflective vests. 
     Clean-up events can be scheduled monthly, quarterly, or as the area dictates. Together, 
we can create a cleaner, healthier Benbrook for everyone to enjoy.  
     For more information, contact Cecilia Ventura at 817-249-6008.

From the City of Benbrook 

Give Back to Benbrook! 
Community Members Encouraged to 

Join Adopt-a-Mile Program 
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10:00 a.m. Welcome from the Mayor

10:15 a.m. Sallie’s School of Dance 

10:30 a.m. Storytime with the Benbrook 
Public Library

11:00 a.m. Dog Costume Contest 

12:00 p.m. Jeremy Powers Band 

1:30 p.m. Corn on the Cob Eating Competition 
sponsored by Hoffbrau Steak & Grill House

2:00 p.m. Guinness World Record Final Ball 
Attempt

2:30 p.m. The Legends of Texas Old West 
Reenactments 

2:30 p.m. Story Time with the Benbrook 
Public Library 

3:00 p.m. Stick Horse Race 

4:00 p.m. The Legends of Texas Old West 
Reenactments 

4:30 p.m. Foot Works Performing Arts Center 
Performance 

5:00 p.m. Benbrook High School Choir 
Performance

5:45 p.m. The Legends of Texas Old West 
Reenactments 

6:00 p.m. Chuckwagon Dinner

6:00 p.m. Tristan Roberson 

6:00 p.m. Street Dance

Additional Free Activities 
•   Guinness World Record Attempt-Benbrook 

Lighted Par 3 & Range
•  Axe Throwing
•  Inflatable Corn Maze
•  Canvas Painting 
•  Face Painting 
•  Hayrides 
•  Mechanical Bull Riding 
•  Pony Rides 
•  Petting Zoo 
•  Pumpkin Patch 
•  Sand Art Station 
•  Train Rides 
•  Community Canvas Art Mural 
•  Western Shootout Game
•   Western-Themed Mini Golf sponsored by 

Benbrook Par 3 & Range 

*Pick-up a voucher at the Benbrook Par 3 & Range 
booth #36 to enjoy one free round of mini golf 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. located next to the YMCA.

)"%*+,-"(."/+(0102(3&45"+*+*&#/
To learn more about the rules and sign up for the competitions, visit benbrook-tx.gov/
HeritageFest. All contestants need to be registered by September 1 to enter any competition.

Think You’ve Got The Appetite of A Champion? Join us 
for the corn on the cob eating competition sponsored by 
Hoffbrau Steak & Grill House! Grab your bib and get ready to 
devour 10 sweet ears of corn. This competition is open to all 
challengers 17 and over. Prizes are awarded to the top three 
fastest competitors and T-shirts are given to all participants. 
Entry fee is $5 and space is limited.

The Stick Horse Race competition is open to kids seven years of 
age and younger. Young wranglers maneuver their ponies through 
the cloverleaf barrel pattern as fast as their little legs can carry 
them. Riders show off their best dressed ponies at the contest too. 
Prizes are awarded for the fastest three times and the top three 
best costumes. However, costumes are not required. There is a $5 
entry fee and all racers receive a goodie bag.

Think Your Pup Is The Best-Dressed Dog? Put their outfit to the 
test in the dog costume contest! From superheroes to pirates, 
anything goes! The top three costumes receive a prize. There is a $5 
entry fee, and all participants will receive a goodie bag.

!"#$%&&'(6*-7+"8(9,%(:(;(<,#-"((
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Golf Ball Pyramid Stacking Record during Heritage Fest

Benbrook Lighted Par 3 & Range will attempt to break the Guinness World Record for the 
World’s Largest Golf Ball Pyramid during Heritage Fest. Benbrook citizens and visitors are 
invited to participate in the attempt by signing one of the balls at the Golf Ball Pyramid Stage 
before 12:00 p.m. The stacking will start at 10:00 a.m. sharp with the final ball completing the 
attempt at 2:00 p.m. The pyramid will remain standing throughout the event. Michael Furrh, 
the 5-Time Guinness World Record holder for swinging the World’s Longest Golf Clubs in history, 
will be coordinating the attempt with Benbrook Lighted Par 3 & Range owners Debbie Reynolds 
and Terri Janak. Join Benbrook Lighted Par 3 & Range as they bring the world record spotlight to 
Benbrook, Texas. For more information, call Benbrook Lighted Par 3 & Range at 817-249-4653.

37?B'C,-&#(D*##"%(E*B'"+/(F#(G,A"(H&CI
Saddle up for a hearty chuckwagon feast just like the 
cowboys enjoyed. This family-style dinner piles your plate 
high with delicious chicken-fried steak, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, green beans, fluffy biscuits, a drink, and all the 
fixins’. Don’t forget the homemade cobbler for dessert!

Tickets are $15 for adults and $8 for kids 12 and under. There 
are a limited number of tickets available. Call 817-249-6091 
to purchase your tickets today!

Saturday, 
Sept. 27 

10am-8pm @ 
Dutch 

Branch Park

Click Here to subscribe to the Benbrook News for free today!

http://www.ci.benbrook.tx.us/formcenter/trash-bash-15/trash-bash-2025-69
http://www.ci.benbrook.tx.us/formcenter/trash-bash-15/trash-bash-2025-69
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers 

Artificial Intelligence on the Rise in Classrooms:  
A Look at Possible Rewards and Risks

     As artificial intelligence (AI) tools make their way into some school 
districts across the Lone Star State, educators, parents and admin-
istrators weigh the potential benefits against the possible pitfalls. The 
use of AI in Texas public schools could offer powerful instructional 
support, but it also raises questions of equity, privacy and developmen-
tal appropriateness, particularly as its application varies significantly 
between elementary, middle and high school levels. 
Elementary School: Foundations and Gentle Introductions 
     At the primary grades, kindergarten through fifth, AI typically ap-
pears in gentle formats: adaptive learning apps for math, reading com-
prehension programs, and voice-assisted tools that help with phonics. 
When deployed thoughtfully, these tools can offer early learners per-
sonalized pacing and immediate feedback. 
     Yet concerns abound. Child development experts caution that over-
reliance on AI could reduce essential human interactions vital for early 
social and emotional growth. Educators note potential disparities: 
schools with fewer resources may lack high-quality, vetted AI tools, 
widening achievement gaps. Additionally, data privacy protections for 
young students must remain paramount as personal learning data ac-
cumulates. 
Middle School: Exploring AI as a Learning Partner 
     In grades six through eight, students begin to explore AI for more 
sophisticated purposes, such as research assistance, science simulation 
environments and interactive tutoring for math and language arts. AI 
systems can help break down complex subjects into manageable 
chunks, empowering students to explore independently while teachers 
monitor progress through dashboards. 
     Still, middle schoolers are at a formative stage. Critics argue that 
AI could inadvertently encourage shortcuts in critical thinking, espe-
cially if students lean too heavily on AI-generated explanations rather 
than grappling with problems themselves. There's also the issue of pos-
sible misinformation: unless carefully supervised, AI tools may supply 
answers that appear authoritative but contain inaccuracies. Teacher 
training becomes crucial to vet and mediate AI outputs. 
High School: Preparing for the Future - and the Risks 
     At the high school level, AI takes on new dimensions. Students 
could use AI for college essay drafting help, data analysis in science 

labs, language learning, even for simulated real-world applications like 
predictive modeling in economics. These tools can simulate profes-
sional workflows, equipping students with valuable digital skills for 
higher education and the job market. 
     Still, the stakes are higher with academic integrity. The potential for 
AI-generated plagiarism is a major concern, prompting schools to re-
visit honor codes and adopt new detection tools. Additionally, students’ 
reliance on AI for writing or problem-solving may hamper the devel-
opment of original thinking and writing skills, unless educators inte-
grate AI use with reflective, human-centered learning. At this stage, 
discussions around algorithmic bias, data ethics and AI’s societal im-
pacts become not just relevant, they’re essential. 
Across All Levels: Shared Opportunities and Challenges 
     Across all grades, AI offers the possibility of personalized learning, 
ensuring that instruction adapts to individual student needs and learning 
styles. Moreover, with teacher shortages affecting several Texas dis-
tricts, AI can provide supplemental support, freeing educators to focus 
more on social-emotional learning or differentiated instruction. 
     But the benefits come with trade-offs. Significant equity concerns 
persist: more affluent districts may procure advanced AI systems, while 
some rural or lower-income schools may lack access, further exacer-
bating gaps. Privacy and data security loom large, especially under the 
protection of the federal Family Educational Rights and Prmober 
vacy Act (FERPA), schools must ensure student data is not misused or 
exposed. 
     Teacher training emerges as another universal challenge. From the 
youngest learners to seniors preparing for college, educators need ro-
bust professional development not just to operate AI systems, but to 
understand their limitations and integrate them judiciously. Without 
that, the risks, for overdependence, algorithmic bias or student dis-
engagement, may outweigh benefits. 
     As school districts across Texas navigate integrating AI into class-
rooms, the tool’s value depends on age-appropriate design, equity in 
access and careful oversight. Across all levels, success hinges on bal-
ancing innovation with responsibility, ensuring that AI enhances, rather 
than replaces, the human relationships at the heart of education.

Ginger Brown’sGinger Brown’s

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!

Old Tyme Restaurant & Bakery

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135
817-237-2114

Open 7 Days a Week! 
 Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3 pm 

4902 US-377,  
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
817-244-1372

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3pm 

4705 River Oaks Blvd,  
Fort Worth, TX 76114 

817-378-9262



Suburban Newspapers, Inc. August 14, 2025, PAGE 7
Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges 

Apollo 13 Commander Jim Lovell, Whose Calm Leadership 
Turned Near Disaster Into Spaceflight Triumph, Dies at 97

     “Houston, we’ve had a problem,” were the 
words of Apollo 13 astronaut Jim Lovell when 
an explosion crippled the spacecraft and threat-
ened the lives of the crew.  What started as a 
terror that threatened their lives and for days 
gripped the attention of the world became one 
of the great adventures of manned spaceflight, 
an event remembered as the nation mourns the 
passing of Lovell, who died at his home in Il-
linois at age 97 on Thursday, Aug. 7. 
     Apollo 13 was to be the third attempt by 
NASA astronauts to land on the Moon. Apollo 
missions were manned by three astronauts tak-
ing off from Cape Canaveral, Florida.  Once 
they reached the Moon, a lunar module would 
detach from a command module.  The lunar 
module would reach the surface where two as-
tronauts would then explore the surface, collect 
rock samples, and conduct experiments.  The 
command module would orbit above, with the 
lunar module reattaching to the command mod-
ule after taking off from the lunar surface.  
Once they returned to Earth, a re-entry capsule 
would detach from the command module for 
the descent through the atmosphere to a splash-
down in the Pacific Ocean. 
     The three astronauts for the Apollo 13 mis-
sion were: Jim Lovell, Fred Haise, and Jack 
Swigert.  Lovell and Haise would be in the 
lunar module.   
     Lovell was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 
1928 and graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1954.  He had previously flown in 
space twice before, including the Gemini 7 
mission in 1965, which set a record of fourteen 
days in orbit.  He would also fly on the Apollo 

8 moonshot in 1968, where on Christmas Eve, 
he joined his crewmates in reading the Biblical 
story of creation from Genesis to a global au-
dience.   
     Haise was born in Mississippi in 1933 and 
completed a degree at the University of Okla-
homa in 1959 before being selected as an as-
tronaut in 1966.   
     Astronaut Ken Mattingly was originally 
supposed to fly the command module, but 
NASA flight surgeons grounded him after he 
was exposed to German measles, replacing him 
with Swigert.   
     Swigert was born in Denver, Colorado, in 
1931.  As a teenager, he saved money from a 
paper route to pay for flying lessons, gaining a 
pilots license at age 16.  After he graduated 
from the University of Colorado, he joined the 
air force in 1953. 
     They launched on April 11, 1970.  The as-
tronauts had each spent more than 1,000 hours 
training for the mission, which had been de-
layed a month.  Two days into the mission, 
NASA ground controllers noticed a malfunc-
tion and asked the crew to activate the stirring 
fans in the oxygen tanks of the service module 
within the command module.  These tanks 
were the source of air and electricity for the 
command module.  Investigators later deter-
mined that damaged wiring had short-circuited, 
igniting insulation, and causing an explosion.  
     NASA ground controllers quickly realized 
the danger of the situation and scrambled to 
save the lives of the astronauts.  The astronauts 
had to shut down the command module and 
move into the lunar module to have enough air 
to survive.  Instead of turning the craft around, 
NASA decided to let the momentum of the 
craft carry it to the Moon and slingshot back to 
Earth, which would take four days.  
     A team of ground controllers, scientists, and 
engineers from across the globe worked around 
the clock to work around the problems of the 
crippled capsule.  Every second and every 
piece of equipment counted.  For what every-
one knew, no help could come rescue Apollo 
13, they had to rely on the information supplied 
from Earth. The smallest miscalculation could 
be fatal. 
     Temperatures plunged to 38 degrees inside 
the module, and the crew had to quickly impro-

vise a device to filter out the building levels of 
carbon dioxide they were exhaling.  
     The final challenge was a 21-second engine 
thrust to put it back on course for a safe re-
entry.  Though ground controllers supplied all 
the numbers the crew needed, astronauts had 
to time the engine burn perfectly and angle 
themselves properly, using only the growing 
image of the Earth in a window.  The maneuver 
was successful, and the crew splashed down 
safely on April 17. 
     In the process, what initially was a near dis-
aster instead became one of the greatest feats 
of navigation in history.  Apollo 13 astronauts 
conducted a successful moonshot, only the fifth 
time ever that had ever been completed with a 
manned crew, and completed a journey of more 
than 500,000 miles on an unpowered Apollo 
capsule using only a couple of small thrusters 
and line-of-sight navigation. 
     Lovell credited ground controllers with sav-
ing their lives.  There would only be four more 
manned lunar missions, with the last conducted 
by the Apollo 17 astronauts in December 1972.  
     Haise piloted the experimental Space Shut-
tle Enterprise on its Approach and Landing 
Tests in 1977 before retiring from NASA in 
1979 and is still a Texas resident.  He would 
write Never Panic Early, a memoir of his time 
as an astronaut.   
     Swigert left NASA in 1977 and won elec-
tion to the United States House of Representa-
tives from Colorado shortly before his death 
from cancer in 1982.   
     Lovell left NASA in 1973 and became a 
telecommunications executive in the Houston 
area as well as a popular speaker and author.  A 
small crater on the far side of the Moon is 
named for him.  His 1994 book on the mission, 
Lost Moon, was the basis of the popular 1995 
film Apollo 13.  Lovell can briefly be seen in a 
closing scene of the movie shaking the hand of 
actor Tom Hanks, who portrayed him.  He 
would later move to Illinois to serve as a cor-
porate executive for Centel Corporation until 
his retirement in 1991.  At the time of Lovell's 
death, he was the oldest surviving former as-
tronaut. 
     To date, no astronaut has flown further from 
Earth than the Apollo 13 crew.
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AM - Sunny, with a high near 96. South wind 5 to 10 mph. 
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PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 76.
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