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From the Sports Desk with John English

Friday Night Lights Return: Western Hills Building Back,
Benbrook Chasing Glory

City of Benbrook % A Texas Star City
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Football season starts tomorrow night for Benbrook and Western
Hills and 2025 looks promising for both programs.

The Cougars are looking to rebound from a difficult 2024 sea-
son that saw them finish 2-8 overall with a 2-4 mark in district com-
petition.

Coach Blake Moilan said that while his team took some lumps
in 2024 they often played well and said it was good preparation for
2025.

“We knew last year could be a rebuilding year as we came into
the season with several sophomores taking over in starting posi-
tions,” Moilan said. “We battled and played well in several games,
but we obviously were not happy  (story continued on page 3)

From the City of Benbrook

c
c’;,ea gl;%ut 33rd Annual Benbrook Trash Bash Sept. 20
for the The 33rd Annual Trash Bash clean-up event will be held Saturday, Sept. 20, at Dutch
Au g 2 | Branch Park. Registration opens at 8:30 a.m., and cleanup will begin at 9 a.m. A free hot-

dog lunch is provided to all volunteers.
Participants will gather at the pavilion located behind the concession stand, in the rear

Benbrook
cn‘y council parking lot behind the YMCA at 1899 Winscott Rd.

The City is providing giveaway items and prizes. Advance registration is requested.
To register, visit the weblink above or scan the QR code. For more information, call Ce-
cilia Ventura at 817-249-6008.

Meeting
Review!
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CLASSIFIEDS

AIR & HEATING

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT

“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor * Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
1s too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.

Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
I e 772402028
D & M 'SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. Repair/re-
modeling, painting, plumbing drains lines cleared,
& Fencing, reasonable. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-
233-5339

HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS.

WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

“‘RUN FOR THE V~
1!’

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Disc. 817-793-9096.

SERVICES PROVIDED

A
I MOW 4 YOU guin

Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249

Cll\gr. Sweeps TREE SERVICE
sy qal e
$10 OFF Chad’s Tree Service

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

It pays to ADVERTISE!
Click here to learn more

Insured For Your Protection
» Trimming * Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Legal NOtice APPLIANCE REPAIR
Application has been made with the Texas . allahan‘s
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Wine | ‘ ” Appliance Inc In-Home
and Malt Beverage Retailer's Off Premise QJ(J Sales « Service » Parfs Service
Permit (BQ) Golden Everman Inc., DBA Huge ie‘ Scngggz;; ! Re.
Golden Everman Mart to be located at 1500 Applianc® 2 conditioned

20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

Everman Parkway, Fort Worth, Texas,
76140.
Manager of business: Kamak Sadeghi

o
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with only being able to win two games. The good news is that those
sophomores are now juniors and we feel really good about them
continuing to get better. We will be returning seven starters on both
sides of the ball.”

Moilan said there will be a few differences in this year's team
that he believes will put the Cougars in the best position to be suc-
cessful.

“We will be starting a new quarterback in Tyler Johnston and
continuing to use Rodney Hill as quarterback as well,” Moilan said.
“We feel this gives us the best and most competitive quarterback
situation. On defense, we will be switching up some things to fit
our defensive personnel a little better.”

The Cougars will be particularly strong up front, where they re-
turn all-district selections Mauricio Martinez and Anthony Rodri-
guez, along with Daviahn Ervin, and running back Josh Oliver will
have some big shoes to fill as he takes over for EJ Jones, who
rushed for more than 1,600 yards in 2024.

Moilan added that receiver O'Rylon Crockett will play a “big
role” on the offense in 2025.

“His sophomore season, he had 200 yards receiving and is back
to full speed after an injury shortened his junior year,” Moilan said.

Defensively, Moilan said he has good balance of talent and ex-
perience returning at all three levels.

“Cam Carter returns at corner back and will look to have a big
junior year,” Moilan said. “He finished last season with 26 tackles
and will lock down one side of the field for us. Alex Richmond will

NTACE
INTERNATIONAL
OVERDOSE
AWARENESS EVENT

AUGUST 30

ONE BIG
FAMILY.
DRIVEN BY
ge]]

International Overdose
Awareness Day

SATURDAY AUGUST 30™
9:00 AM -12:00 PM
3539 NW JIM WRIGHT FRWY
FORT WORTH, TX 76106
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move into the defensive end position and we look for him to have
a big senior season. Eric Smith returns at offensive linebacker after
having 52 tackles on the season. Seniors Josh Raga and D'Shawn
Elder will return on the D-line. Raga had 22 tackles and Elder had
19 tackles on the season.”

Springtown and Decatur will be the teams to beat in district this
season, and Moilan said a successful season in 2025 is to improve
on the win total from last season.

“To make the post season, we will need to start the season with
some success and then ride that success into districts. We will need
to stay healthy at all positions.”

Benbrook had one of the great football seasons in Fort Worth
ISD's history last year, finishing with a record of 11-2 and going
three rounds deep into the post-season.

The Bobcats scored another major coup when they qualified for
the state 7-on-7 tournament this summer, where they had an excep-
tional showing, finishing 6-1 and beating some heavy hitters like
Hardin Jefferson, Port Isabel, and West in pool play, and then de-
feating Somerset, Academy, and Austin LBJ, falling just short of
reaching the championship game in a close loss to Kilgore.

The Bobcats have some returning firepower as well, including
first-team all-district selections Brennan Barton (quarterback), run-
ning back Carlos Harris and defensive end Jacob Carpenter.

Players to watch for Benbrook include defensive backs Wayland
Barton and Will Cook, linebacker Desmond Chambers and defen-
sive lineman Zach Burks.

From 4PAWS & Benbrook Animal Shelter
Parker is a Perfect

Playtime Pal!

Parker is an adorable little
Lab mix who is approximately
six months old and weighs about
45 pounds. He is a bundle of
fun and would love a family to
play with and grow up in!

He is currently available for
adoption at the Benbrook Ani-
mal Shelter, located at 469 Win-
scott Road.

Adoption hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Sunday. Visit il
www.4pawsinc.org or call 4 PAWS volunteers Ursula at 817-262-
3086, or Lynda at 682-279-0760 to set up a meet-and-greet or to
get more information about any of the dogs available.
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Benbrook Council Action by John English
Benbrook Council Unanimously Denies Rowan Ranch

Rezoning After Resident Outcry

Residents packed city hall on Aug. 21 for the the Benbrook City
Council meeting to provide a unified front against a motion that would
rezone a portion of a new development, increasing the number of res-
idences in a flood plain in the coming Rowan Ranch development.

Nearly 70 residents and others spoke out against the proposed re-
zoning, and when the city council unanimously voted to deny the
change, the crowd burst into a thunderous applause.

Mayor Jason Ward called the meeting to order that night and an in-
vocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Time was then al-
lowed for citizen comments on any agenda item, and resident Larry
Stowe approached the podium and said that developer Corey Waldrop,
who would be addressing the city council later in the evening, had a lot
to answer for and made several allegations against him.

“Another gentleman made the statement that he is a smooth talker,”
Stowe said. “He'll tell you what you want to hear and then does what
he wants to do, and I would encourage every one of you to seriously
think whether we want to do business with somebody like that.”

Stowe received an ovation as he sat down.

Next resident Yvonne Gilcrease came to the podium and spoke in
opposition to the rezoning of Mary's Creek and the Rowan Ranch De-
velopment. Gilcrease expressed concerns about flood mitigation and
preservation of green space, along with other potential problems with
the development, including the developer, Waldrop, himself. Gilcrease
also received an ovation.

The Fort Worth developer has been accused of misappropriating
funds and not paying bills in the past, along with other allegations of
impropriety.

Minutes of the meeting held on Aug. 21 were then approved unani-
mously.

The next item was a proposal to consider accepting the finance report
for the period ending on July 31. For the General Fund, revenues for
the month of July were $1,076,120 while year-to-date revenues totaled
$25,437,570. Expenditures for the month of July totaled $4,176,917
while year-to-date expenditures were $22,759,536.

For the Economic Development Corporation, revenues for July to-
taled $242,980 while expenditures for July totaled $348,517. Year-to-
date revenues totaled $2,194,936 and year-to-date expenditures totaled
$1,033,177.

Investments for the City of Benbrook totaled $33,373,325 and in-
vestments for the EDC totaled $7,802,925 The finance report was ac-
cepted unanimously.

Next up was a motion to consider acceptance of the 2025 Certified
Appraisal Roll, set an anticipated collection rate, appoint an officer to
calculate the No-New Revenue Tax Rate, the Voter-Approved Tax Rate,
and enter tax rate in www.tarranttaxinfo.com portal. Projected increases
include a 1.51 percent net increase in taxable value over fiscal year
2024-25.

Staff recommended that city council set the maximum proposed
property tax at the Voter-Approval rate of 0.609754, and the final
adopted rate might be lower, but not higher. The proposed budget is
predicated on a proposed tax rate of 0.5550, which is lower than the
Voter-Approval tax rate.

The appraisal roll was approved unanimously in a public roll call
vote.

Next up was a presentation by the Planning and Zoning Commission
to consider approval of an Ordinance rezoning approximately 80 acres
of land, situated in the Thomas G. Zachary Survey, Abstract No. 1759,
from “C-PD” Multiple-Family Planned Development District to “BR”
One-Family Reduced District (62.4 acres) and “D” Multiple Family Dis-
trict (17.5 acres). The property is generally located on the east side of
[.H. 820 between Veterans Pkwy and Chapin Rd (4501 W. Loop 820 S).
This was when Waldrop first approached the podium.

“Tonight's presentation is a straightforward zoning case,” Waldrop
said. “A comparison of approved future land use and a rezoning that
mirrors that plan. In many ways, it is that simple. This evening, we'll
rely on facts, verifiable data provided by some of the most experienced
professionals in their field. We've listened closely, gathered feedback
and used Benbrook's Comprehensive plan as the beacon for our model.
So tonight, we will clarify the intent, quantify the benefit and qualify
the plan.”

Waldrop then directed everyone present to the some online resources
for further research. He then addressed some of the concerns of res-
idents, including confusion about building in the flood plain, how prop-
erty values will be affected, and questions about terminology.

Waldrop offered a detailed account of what the project would entail.

The Fort Worth developer presented a short video, and then invited
Samantha Renz, a civil engineer with Evolving Texas, which is working
with Waldrop's company, Motiv, to speak.

Renz said spoke about the floodplain work on the project and assured
that proper protocol aligning with Texas state law would be followed
by her engineering company.

Beau Pedigo of David Weekley Homes then came to the podium,
and said the home-builder group was looking forward to providing
homes of lasting value in the Benbrook Community.

Pedigo then provided some visuals of the floor plans and facades of
the proposed homes.

A representative from RW Jones Heavy Construction spoke about
their part in the residential development.

Waldrop then returned to the podium and walked residents through
the Rowan Ranch-HDR area, a gated neighborhood within the devel-
opment that features garden-style housing.

The Fort Worth developer said city staff supports the rezoning and
that it was unanimously endorsed by the Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion.

Waldrop then asked for the council members votes.

Council members asked a few questions about the timeline for the
project and what would happen if it was not approved to move forward
by FEMA.

Members were informed that 2026 would be when the project is
started and that if FEMA did not approve the project it would not move
forward.

City Planner Doug Howard then addressed the council at length and
explained the current zoning of the proposed development and provided
information about the existing neighbor- (continued on page 5)
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hoods. Howard also addressed some misconceptions about the flood-
plain and explained what zoning regulations do and what they do not
do.

The city planner concluded by informing that he had received 17
emails regarding the project, three of which were in support and 14 of
which were in opposition.

Howard added that according to Texas law, approval of rezoning in
the Rowan Ranch project would require 6 of the 7 council members to
approve the project. A public hearing followed, and 71 different people
commented.

Ward first invited people who wished to speak in favor of the proj-
ect.

One resident urged the city council to look beyond “the emotion of
the moment,” and focus on what this decision means for Benbrook's
next generation.

Another resident said Rowan Ranch would attract the high end
grocery stores the city needs and fine dining.

Ward then allowed residents in opposition to the project to speak.

One man expressed concerns about the “dramatic shift” in the
number of residents built in the flood zone, which would have served
as a meaningful buffer between other developments adjacent to the area.

Another resident said the original proposal was not what the project
ultimately became with regard to zoning.

A younger resident alluded to the floods that took place in Central
Texas earlier this summer and the dangers of building in a flood plain.
A few separate residents addressed questions about Waldrop's character
and allegations against him.

Other residents provided council members with handouts with in-
formation.

An attorney from Houston, who litigated against Waldrop informed
the city council about legal action taken against the Fort Worth Devel-
oper.

One resident said that he and all of his neighbors have been quoted
an increase in insurance coverage for those living along Mary's Creek.

A few others said they do not recall being notified of the proposed
zoning changes.

The public hearing was then closed, and Waldrop was given the op-
portunity to respond to concerns.

Waldrop said when the facts are examined, the request to move for-
ward with the rezoning project are sound and urged the council to vote
in favor.

In total 66 people spoke in opposition to the project.

Council member Dr. Larry Marshall then proposed a motion that the
city council deny the zoning request with prejudice. The motion carried
unanimously and the application was denied with prejudice to a thun-
derous applause from those in the audience. The with-prejudice caveat
does mean that the application could be refiled in 12 months.

Time was then allowed for council member and staff comments, and
member Renee Franklin reminded residents about that city offices would
be closed on Sept. 1 for Labor Day.

The meeting was then adjourned.
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

Benbrook, Texas - A History

Benbrook, located in the southwestern corner of Tarrant County and
now a suburb of Fort Worth, traces its origins to the late 1850s, follow-
ing settlement by pioneers from Tennessee and other Southern states.
Originally named Miranda, the community was later renamed Benbrook
in honor of James M. Benbrook, one of its founding figures.

Early settlers were drawn to the area by the advantageous geography,
the confluence of the Trinity River and Mary’s Creek. This location
served as a key watering site for Native American tribes, including the
Comanche, Lipan Apache, Wichita and Caddo, who roamed the region
with their bison herds. In the decades that followed, Benbrook became
a waypoint along several important routes, including the Chisholm Trail,
the Fort Worth—El Paso mail line, and the Texas and Pacific Railroad,
corridors that would shape its growth for years to come.

The community was incorporated in 1947, at which time it was home
to roughly 50 residents, still relying on private wells and septic systems.
That same year, the city granted a franchise to the Worth Water Com-
pany to install a centralized water system. In 1955, the Benbrook Water
Authority was established and assumed control over water services,
marking a critical step toward modern municipal infrastructure.

Construction began in May 1947 on what would become Benbrook
Lake, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project intended for flood control
and water supply. By September 1952, the lake began impounding
water, forming a 3,770-acre reservoir that would become central to local
water and flood management.

The lake has since played a pivotal role in mitigating flood damage,
most notably preventing $9.3 million in losses during a 1957 flood,
nearly offsetting its construction cost.

During World War I, the area now known as the Lakeside subdivi-
sion was home to Benbrook Field, also known as Camp Taliaferro Field
No. 3, a training airfield for the Royal Flying Corps and later the U.S.
Army Air Service from 1917 to 1919.

Among those who trained there was famed dancer—turned-pilot Ver-
non Castle, who died in a plane crash during training in 1918. A memo-
rial and a street in Benbrook bear his name today.

Following the war, Benbrook's population fluctuated. Noteworthy
residents have included Elliott Roosevelt, son of President Theodore
Roosevelt; Ellison Harding, president of the Fort Worth National Bank;
and, reportedly, a young Lee Harvey Oswald, each contributing to the
town’s colorful historical tapestry.

Population growth surged in the latter half of the 20th century. Cen-
sus figures show steady increases: from 617 in 1950 to 3,254 in 1960,
8,169 in 1970, 19,564 in 1990, 21,234 in 2010, and 24,520 by 2020.

Today, Benbrook covers approximately 12.2 square miles, of which
about 5.6 percent is water, primarily provided by Benbrook Lake.

Benbrook continues to balance growth with amenities and com-
munity character. Its schools are part of the Fort Worth Independent

School District, with major developments including the opening of a
combined middle and high school in 2014 and a new elementary school
in 2016.

| Click Here to subscribe to the Benbrook News for free today! |
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From the Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

The Evolution of Video Games and Their Cultural Impact

Video games have transformed dramatically since their humble be-
ginnings, evolving from pixelated experiments into a global cultural
force that shapes entertainment, technology, and even the way people
connect with one another. What started as simple digital amusements
has become a multibillion-dollar industry with profound social and
cultural influence.

The Early Years: From Experiments to Arcades

The origins of video games can be traced back to the 1950s and
1960s, when scientists and engineers experimented with interactive
computer programs. “Tennis for Two” (1958), played on an oscillo-
scope, and “Spacewar!” (1962), developed at MIT, were early proto-
types that hinted at the possibilities of digital play.

The 1970s ushered in commercial gaming with arcade machines.
“Pong,” released by Atari in 1972, became a phenomenon and intro-
duced millions to the concept of interactive entertainment. Soon after,
titles like “Space Invaders” and “Pac-Man” captured the public imag-
nation, turning arcades into vibrant social spaces where young people
gathered, competed, and bonded. This era laid the foundation for gam-
ing’s cultural significance, proving it could engage broad audiences
beyond hobbyists and computer labs.

The Rise of Home Consoles

As technology advanced, gaming moved into living rooms. The re-
lease of the Atari 2600 in 1977 popularized the idea of interchangeable
game cartridges, allowing players to expand their libraries without
buying new hardware. Although the market suffered a crash in 1983
due to oversaturation and declining quality, Nintendo revived the in-
dustry with the Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) in 1985.

The NES not only delivered iconic titles like “Super Mario Bros.”
and “The Legend of Zelda” but also redefined the medium’s storytell-
ing and design. Characters such as Mario, Link, and Donkey Kong be-
came household names, embedding themselves in popular culture.
This era also established long-lasting franchises that continue to shape
the industry today.

The Leap to 3D and Beyond

The 1990s brought major technological leaps. With the advent of
16-bit systems like the Super Nintendo and Sega Genesis, games be-
came more sophisticated in design and storytelling. The arrival of 3D
graphics, spearheaded by consoles like the Sony PlayStation and Nin-
tendo 64, marked a revolutionary moment. Titles such as “The Legend

of Zelda: Ocarina of Time” demonstrated that video games could rival
films in scope and emotional impact.

This period also saw the rise of competitive gaming, with fighting
games like “Mortal Kombat” sparking tournaments and laying the
groundwork for today’s esports industry.

The Modern Era: Connectivity and Immersion

In the 2000s and beyond, the internet reshaped gaming. Online
multiplayer titles like “Call of Duty” created virtual communities that
transcended geography. Players could compete, cooperate, and form
friendships with people around the world. Social gaming also emerged,
with titles such as “Candy Crush” reaching millions through social
media and mobile platforms.

Technological advancements have only deepened immersion.
High-definition graphics, virtual reality (VR), and augmented reality
(AR) blur the lines between physical and digital experiences. Games
like “The Last of Us” showcase cinematic storytelling, while VR titles
offer new forms of presence and interactivity. Gaming has also ex-
panded across devices, with smartphones making it more accessible
than ever.

Cultural Impact: Beyond Entertainment

The cultural impact of video games extends far beyond entertain-
ment. They have become powerful storytelling mediums, capable of
addressing complex social issues and provoking empathy. Some games
explore themes of identity and morality, while indie titles often push
boundaries with experimental narratives.

Video games also influence other art forms, from film adaptations
to music and fashion. Iconic franchises inspire movies, television
shows, and merchandise, reinforcing gaming’s role in mainstream cul-
ture. Additionally, esports has emerged as a global phenomenon, with
professional players, massive tournaments, and audiences rivaling tra-
ditional sports.

Gaming has also proven to be a tool for education and social
change. From historical simulations to medical training programs, in-
teractive experiences foster engagement and learning. Online com-
munities provide spaces for connection, creativity, and self-expression,
though they also raise questions about toxicity, addiction, and inclu-
sivity that continue to shape cultural conversations.

The Future of Gaming

As technology progresses, the future of gaming promises even
greater integration into everyday life. Artificial intelligence, cloud
gaming, and advances in VR and AR suggest increasingly personalized
and immersive experiences. The industry continues to grapple with is-
sues of representation, accessibility, and ethical design, but its trajec-
tory shows no signs of slowing.

From its experimental origins to its present status as a cultural pow-
erhouse, the evolution of video games reflects broader shifts in tech-
nology, society, and creativity. What was once a niche pastime has
become a central pillar of modern culture, influencing how people
play, learn, connect, and imagine new worlds.

The story of video games is far from complete, but one thing is
clear: their impact on our cultural landscape will only continue to
grow.
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges
Bessie Coleman: The First African-American Woman Pilot

Who Opened the Skies for Future Generations

Bessie Coleman had said as a
child that she wanted to make
something of herself. For an Afri-
can-American at the turn of the
century, there were few opportuni-
ties for that to happen. With the in-
vention of airplanes, she found a
magnificent new calling as the first
African-American woman to be-
come a pilot. As a famous stunt
pilot in the 1920s, she toured the
country, and all eyes looked sky-
ward to see her perform.

Coleman was born outside At-

lanta, in deep East Texas, in Janu-
ary 1892 in a one-room cabin. She was the twelfth of thirteen children
in a family of sharecroppers. Her father was part black and part Chero-
kee and her mother was a former slave. At the age of two, the family
moved to Waxahachie, where she would attend school. She would walk
four miles to the one-room school where she developed a talent for
math. Her father, however, left for Oklahoma when she was seven for
work and never returned.

She later took her life savings and enrolled at what was then called
Oklahoma Colored Normal and Agricultural School(present-day Lang-
ston University). She had to quit after her first semester. In 1916, she
moved to Chicago with a couple of her brothers. She picked up a job as
a manicurist. As World War I progressed, she was mesmerized by the
daring tales of World War I fighter pilots that were told by returning vet-
erans. She also began hearing about women getting their own pilots li-
censes in France and began dreaming of her own career as a pilot.
Coleman took up a second job and started saving her money.

Harriet Quimby of Michigan became the first American woman pilot
in 1911. Dozens more women had become pilots since that time. But
there were no opportunities for minority women to even enter flight
schools. She talked to some local businessmen who suggested she take
flight lessons in France. After getting extra funds from local benefac-
tors, she left for France in 1920. In June 1921, she gained her pilots li-
cense, the first African-American or Native American woman ever to
receive a license. The news was met with considerable acclaim in the
United States. She spent the next year working on further pilot training.

The airplanes at the time were primitive, often single-propeller bi-
planes with wood frames overlaid with cloth bodies. The open-air cock-
pits had room for only one or two people. The engines were
underpowered and stalled often. The dangers were obvious, but the risk
made it all the more tempting for those early pilots willing to defy grav-
ity and sail among the clouds. The plane Coleman used most often was
the JN-4 “Jenny” biplane.

There were few occupations for pilots at the time, especially for
women. The Army Air Corps and Naval Air Corps were still very small
and would not admit women. The U. S. Postal Service had its air mail
program in effect before World War I, but it would not hire women pi-
lots. Passenger air service was still in its infancy, and the major airlines

would not be formed for several more years. Most air travel in the
1920s, in fact, was by Zeppelin airship rather than airplanes.

The best option, and the most visible, was the air show. Airplanes
were not yet two decades old, and millions were fascinated by the new
invention and the sight of death-defying aerial acrobatics that air shows
offered. At air shows, pilots would perform complicated maneuvers,
stuntmen would walk on the wings, and some would even parachute out
of planes.

Coleman toured the country with air shows, billed as “Brave Bessie”
or “Queen Bessie.” She appeared in a silent short film in 1922. In 1923,
she bough her first plane, but she was seriously injured in an air show
when it crashed a few days later. She saved up to buy another plane the
next year. In the meantime, she continued to tour across the country.

“In the air is the only place free from prejudice,” Coleman often said.
In the air, pilots can only rely on their training, instincts, and determina-
tion, qualities that that do not know skin color or gender. She gave pre-
sentations at African-American churches and schools, urging other
African-American men and women to get involved in aviation. She
openly talked about one day opening a flight school for African-Amer-
icans.

By 1926, Coleman was still performing air shows and was preparing
for a performance in Florida. Coleman was unable to get a plane for the
next air show, where she planned a spectacular parachute jump from the
plane, and had her publicist and mechanic, William Wills, fly in her
plane from Dallas. Wills had to land several times for repairs, but man-
aged to deliver the IN-4. On April 30, she and Wills took off on a test
flight. Unknown to either one, a wrench had been left inside the engine
assembly. During the flight, the wrench came loose, damaging the in-
ternal controls. The plane suddenly went into an uncontrolled spin,
plummeting to the ground. Coleman was thrown out of the plane, fall-
ing to her death. Wills desperately fought the controls to no avail. He
died when the plane crashed moments later.

The 34-year-old aviation pioneer was buried in Chicago. The city
and aviators alike came to honor her memory in the years afterward.
The city named a library, a park, and a street near O’Hare International
Airport for her. Several other cities named streets for her near their air-
ports in the coming decades. The Aerospace Education Foundation in
New York offers the Bess Coleman Scholarship for students interested
in aviation careers. In 1995, the U. S. Postal Service issued a stamp in
her honor. The Cedar Hill Independent School District opened Bessie
Coleman Middle School in 2006.

Perhaps the most fitting tribute came decades after her death. In
1992, Dr. Mae Jemison, the first African-American woman in space,
carried a small picture of Coleman with her on her mission aboard the
space shuttle Endeavour. A great moment in exploration became pos-
sible by one person opening the door for others to follow. All eyes had
turned to the skies once again for Bessie Coleman.

I Find us on FACEBOOK! :

: https://www.facebook.com/BenbrookNews :
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From Daughters of the American Colonists

Honorable Philip Livingston
Chapter Members

Attend Fall Workshop

L R, 3 : W
Pictured (I-r) are: Joyce Ogle, Laurie Behn, Lisa Kight-Alcala,
Linda Hines, Wanda Samek, Lorie Williams, Colleen Petosa and
Dawn Needles.

Eight members of the Honorable Philip Livingston Chapter,
Daughters of the American Colonists attended the Texas Society
State’s Fall Workshop on February 13 & 14 in Temple, Texas. Both
days were filled with business sessions and learning.

The object of the society is to research and preserve the history
and deeds of American colonists and commemorate deeds of colo-
nial interest.

The chapter’s goals are the same and to provide an annual schol-
arship, contribute to veteran services, and to provide JROTC and
ROTC medals to outstanding students at TCU and the Fort Worth
ISD.

The National Society Daughters of the American Colonists is a
non-profit, non-political service organization and lineage society.

For information on how to find your ancestors or about its pro-
grams, please email lhines7007@gmail.com.

Prospective members are always welcome.
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From the Project Linus Blanketeers

First Monday Quilt Club:
Project Linus Volunteers Needed

Come join the fun and enjoy great fellowship at the monthly
meeting with the Quilt Club volunteers while you make a differ-
ence in our community and bless others by making quilts for Proj-
ect Linus.

The First Monday Quilt Club meets on the first Monday of each
month at Bethany Christian Church located at 1500 Meadow Park
Drive in White Settlement from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Instead of a pot-
luck lunch, ladies are asked to bring snack items. Their next meet-
ing is on Monday, Sept. 1.

Project Linus is a non-profit service organization. The members
of this group are Tarrant County Chapter Project Linus volunteers
who create handmade quilts and blankets that provide warmth and
comfort for local children who have suffered tragedy or illness.
Volunteers also make coverlets for veterans, nursing home res-
idents, and the homeless. Unfortunately, the need for these blankets
increases each month. They desperately need volunteers with port-
able sewing machines to help assemble the quilts.

No experience is needed. Anyone can help if you can follow in-
structions, sew, tie a knot, crochet a blanket, or tell a good joke.
Volunteers have lots of fun and high school students can receive
community service credits for participating. Materials (fabric, bat-
ting, thread, and yarn) are provided.

For more information about the mission of Project Linus, visit
www.projectlinus.org. For more information on this group and
meetings, call Virginia Biela at 817-244-1263.

White Settlement
Historical Museum
8320 Hanon Drive o
White Settlement, Texas 76108
- 817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday

=

I
. Fotl)lowk Us! / http://www.wsmuseum.com
acebook.com FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
BenbrookNews

Ginger Brown’s

1 yme Restaurant & B ak
e

Open 7 Days a Week! e
Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135

817-237-2114

o

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!

Home
Cooking
Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3pm

4705 River Oaks Blvd,
Fort Worth, TX 76114

817-378-9262

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3 pm
4902 US-377,
Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-244-1372
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS, INC.

White Settlement Bomber News * Benbrook News * River Oaks News
7820 Wyatt Drive Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-246-2473
suburban-newspapers.com

PLUMBING
PRECISION Aire & Heat BOB YOUNG Fencing PETER POLINSKY Insurance LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-563-2665 817-495-5543 817-560-9400 817-715-6747
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net bobyoungfences@hotmail.com peter@polinsky-insurance.com lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net
onniebravoplumbinglic.com
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE ALPINE SERVICES PLUS I MOW 4 YOU
8120 White Setlement Ra 817:296:2880 817-988-2249 AR LI SR Rt 267
e ECE Construction LLC™" ___ corvetteron@hotmail.com iUl
OIS S e — A e e T TG e e
MICHAEL’S PC Repair n =/193= 3290 Lackland Rd.
817-945-2667 IOty Wiy . Fort Worth, Tx 76116 Sun. 9:30am
michaelspcs@hotmail.com e or 61 /-6u%- (cel) — TAMMY WRIGHT, BROKER AMERICAT TEGION Post 626
R —— RG _— Wright Realty Services DFW 1125 Burton Hill Rd. 76114
Cell: 682-472-9041 817-731-3491
E-C(S)EITISEII: 1226((:)};RIC 817-831-2600 wrightrealtyservicesdfw@gmail.com Room Rental Available!
1 PAINTING
www.econntic.com HAYWOOD Painting

817-371-8597

Business Directory Listings - $10 per month 4 line max.! ¢ classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Forecast

Friday, Aug. 29;

AM - Partly sunny, with a high near 91. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph becoming north in the
afternoon. Chance of precipitation is 40%
PM - Mostly cloudy, with a low around 7 1. East northeast wind 5 to 10 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 307%.

Saturday, Aug. 30:

AM - Mostly cloudy, with a high near 84. Northeast wind around 5 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 407%.
PM - Mostly cloudy, with a low around 70. East wind around $ mph.
Chance of precipitation is 407%.

Sunday, Aug. 31:

AM - Mostly cloudy, with a high near 83. Northeast wind around 9 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 407%.
PM - A 20 percent chance of showers after 1am. Partly cloudy, with a low around 69.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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