
82nd Year No. 51 • 817-246-2473 • 7820 Wyatt Drive, White Settlement, Texas 76108 • suburban-newspapers.com • December 22, 2022
From Fort Worth ISD

FWISD Board Approves Chapter 313 Agreement That Could
Benefit Students and the Community
     Fort Worth ISD trustees voted Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, to enter
into a Chapter 313 agreement that could result in a multi-million-
dollar payout to the District in coming years. The agreement is
with Hanwha Q Cells Americas Holdings Co. (Hanwha).
     In a special meeting, trustees heard a presentation and asked a
series of questions about how the agreement could benefit the
District and students both financially and in the creation of a
future job market with the building of a new solar panel manufac-
turing facility.
     Chapter 313, also known as the Texas Economic Development
Act, allows businesses to build or expand their facilities in
exchange for a 10-year limitation on their taxable property value.
Chapter 313 also allows school districts to share in the benefit of
these large-scale economic developments by negotiating a per-
centage of the tax savings to be paid to the district and ensure it is
protected against any financial harm.
     Hanwha approached Fort Worth ISD for an agreement for a
site the company is considering in Tarrant County and Parker
County for a new solar panel manufacturing facility. Hanwha says
it will invest approximately $1.3 billion in a 5.7 million square-
foot building and in equipment. Hanwha says it expects the proj-
ect to create an impactful number of high-quality, high-paying
jobs.

Dear Friends,
We wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

May you and your loved ones have good health, success and joy in 2023.
Thank you for letting us share your accomplishments, preserve your memories and 
promote your businesses in our newspapers. We truly could not do this without you 

and look forward to continuing our friendships in the new year.
Sincerely,

Suburban Newspapers, Inc.
publishers of the White Settlement Bomber News, Benbrook News and River Oaks News

Bo Underwood, Publisher • Emily Moxley, Editor
Venita Horn • Denise Honeycutt • John Loven • John English

     The offices of Suburban Newspapers, Inc. will be closed from
Dec. 26 through Dec. 30. There will be no newspapers for the
week of Dec. 29.
     The deadline to appear in the Jan. 5 digital publications is
Friday, Dec. 23 at noon. Offices will reopen Monday, Jan. 2 at 10
a.m.

From Suburban Newspapers, Inc.
Suburban Newspapers

Holiday Closure

     Under the agreement, the District will receive direct payments
from the company – an estimated $27 million dollars in the ten-
year period between 2026-2035. These supplemental and revenue
protection payments may be used by the school district to provide
additional funding towards student achievement opportunities in
Fort Worth ISD.
     If Hanwha selects Tarrant County as the site, they expect to
break ground by the second quarter of 2023 and begin production
start-up/testing in early 2024. Commercial operations would
begin in the fourth quarter of 2025.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FORT WORTH ISD
STUDENTS 

WILL NOT ATTEND CLASSES
DEC. 19 - JAN. 3

FOR WINTER BREAK. 
STUDENTS WILL RETURN TO 

CLASSES
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 4 AT 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED

TIMES

From Benbrook Public Library
Library Offering
GED Preparation
Classes
     
     Weekly GED preparation classes at
Benbrook Public Library will resume on
Wednesday, Jan. 4 at 6 p.m. Anyone 18
years of age or older who is not currently
enrolled in school may register. Attend any
class to register and begin preparing to take
and pass the GED exams. Students may
receive limited financial assistance with
the cost of exams. 
     For questions, contact the library at
817-249-6632.

E-CONN 
ELECTRIC  

Service, Remodel, 
New Construction. 

Insured/BBB Accredited. 
C/C accepted. Tecl 20470 

817-615-7164 
or 817-831-2600 

Customer Satisfaction is Our Goal!

(817) 560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com
8751 Camp Bowie West #124
Fort Worth, TX 76116
www.polinsky-insure.com

FREE QUOTES
for

• Auto
• Home

• Commercial

merry christmas!

In-Home
Service

817-244-5404
Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance 
Sale!Appliance 
Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

WOW!WOW!
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 

“Licensed and insured for your protec-
tion” Warranty on all parts and labor • 
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges. 
Senior & Military discounts. 100% 
Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-
COOL(2665) TACLB26642 

   
CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 

For All of Your Electrical Needs & 
Wants! No Job is too Small! Located in 
White Settlement & will serve the sur-

rounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356   

CARR’S REMODELING 
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks, 
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures. 
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions & 
carports.  30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-995-
6968 

AIR & HEATING

ELECTRIC SERVICES

INSURANCE / NOTARY SERVICES 

HANDYMAN

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CONCRETE

  
     

     
       

   
 

 
   

      
       

     
   
 

   
       
      

  
       

   
    

    
    

   
      

      
     

 

 

  

 

   
   

    
      

  
  

  

                

   
  

   
  

  
 

 

 

 

  
   

       

   

   
          
                       
                 

 
 

  
  

   

   
  
  

 

      

  

 
    

       
    

 
  

  

  

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. Lite-
electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, roof, tile 

& sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars & much 
more. Free Est. 817-249-2028

J U A R E ZJ U A R E Z  
CONCRETE/FENCING 
Commercial & Residential 

Concrete Slabs, driveways, 
patios, stone & rock work, 

walls, carports, Quality 
Work, FREE Estimates. 

 817-896-9805 
817-578-3329

Do you have questions about Medicare, 
changing plans...retirement or continuing to 
work? Ask me, I would be happy to explain 
how it works, and answer your questions. 
Marilyn-Kaye.com 817-874-7569

WEEKEND NOTARYWEEKEND NOTARY  
Reasonable Rates Desi Martinez 

817-510-4620

    
   

   

  

D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. 
Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing 
drains lines cleared, & Fencing, reason-
able. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
www.polinsky-insure.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
from 24 municipalities were submitted, with
33 projects being selected. The project
Tarrant County selected for Benbrook was
the reclamation of Westpark Drive between
RM 2871 and Lakeway Drive, and
Timbercreek Drive between the bridge and
Timberline Drive, East of Park Drive. It is a
50 percent cost share between the City of
Benbrook and Tarrant County, with Tarrant
County only providing a total of $875,694
for the project. Tarrant County will fund the
project in the third and fourth quarter of fis-
cal year 2022-23. The project was approved
unanimously.
     Next up was to approve an Interlocal
Agreement with Tarrant County for FY 2022-
23 for an asphalt overlay program. The fund-
ing for the Interlocal Agreement ($305,000)
will come from the general fund and is bud-
geted for FY2022-23. A separate contract for
the milling operation will be brought before
City Council for approval after the first of the
year. The motion was approved unanimously.
     The next item was informal citizen com-
ments and Benbrook resident Phyllis Harkins
said she had two comments to make. The first
was to thank the city council for the holiday
display near the YMCA with the trees lit up
along Benbrook Blvd.
     Harkins then said the new stop sign head-
ing Westbound along Vista Way is almost
never stopped at by drivers and expressed her
concerns.
     “In the morning, I see people blow
through it and in the evening I see people
ahead of me blow through it,” Harkins said.
The Benbrook resident requested that the
police do a little more work at the intersec-
tion, or put some signage up because “people
just aren't aware of it.”
     Then resident Terry Roach approached
the podium to express his disapproval about
the Benbrook Police Department's denial of
access to body cam footage of a prior
encounter between Roach and the Benbrook
PD.
     Time was then allowed for council mem-
ber comments, and Renee Franklin wished
everyone a happy holidays and reminded res-
idents of closure dates for the city offices,
which are Dec. 23, Dec. 26 and Jan. 2, 2023.
     The meeting was then adjourned.

     The Benbrook City Council meeting on
Dec. 15 was conducted as scheduled. Mayor
Jason Ward called the meeting to order. An
invocation was followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. The minutes from the meeting
held on Dec. 1 were then approved.
     The first item of the evening was to
appoint new members to various boards and
commissions. According to the agenda, the
even numbered positions on the City’s vari-
ous Boards and Commissions will expire on
Dec. 30, 2022. There is also an unexpired
vacancy in Place 3 of the Economic
Development Corporation (EDC) Board of
Directors, which expires Dec. 30, 2023.
Applications were submitted and received by
City Council at their Nov. 17 meeting, and
the city council conducted interviews with
candidates on Dec. 6. 
     Council member Dr. Larry Marshall rec-
ommended John Logan to place 2 on the
Planning and Zoning commission, Brandon
Ellison to place 4, Jon Carver to place 6 and
Leah Rodriguez to place 8. 
     For the Zoning Board of Adjustments and
Board of Appeals, he recommended Ghias
Dean to place 2, Tiffany Ryan to place 4,  and
Carol Stacy to Alternate B. 
     For Parks and Recreation, he recommend-
ed John James to place 2, Josh Harville to
place 4 and Lizzy Sutton to Place 6.
     For the EDC, Marshall recommended Dr.
Danyelle Ackall to place 2, Thomas Casey to
place 4 and Phyllis Harkins to place 6. 
     He also recommended that the Tax
Increment Finance Zone Board be extended
one year, and recommended Jeremiah Smith
to place 2, David Eason to place 4 and that
Kristen Melton be appointed to the unexpired
position on the EDC. The motion was
approved unanimously.
     The next item was to approve an
Interlocal Agreement with Tarrant County for
Westpark Drive and Timbercreek Drive
Reconstruction. In January of 2021,
Tarrant County issued a call for transporta-
tion projects for the November 2021 bond
election, and on Apr. 1, 2021 city council
approved the submittal package to Tarrant
County.
     On Nov. 2, 2021, voters approved the
bond program, and a total of 196 projects

Benbrook Council Action

Dec. 15 Meeting Review by John English

    
     

        
     

     
      

   
  

   
   

       
        
      

     
      

  
     
    

     
     

 

  

 

    

 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, 
wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior 
wood repair, Over 30yrs. exp. Ref. Free 
Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

 Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic 
locate & repair. Sewer repair, gas test, 
tankless water heaters, bathroom & 
kitchen remodeling 817-715-6747 
M38813 

PLUMBING BY RICHARD 
Repairs • Drains Cleared • Slab Leaks 

Water Heaters • 49 yrs.exp. Master 
#M15853 Evening/Weekends/Holidays 

 C/C Cards Accepted  817-907-0472  

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS 
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp. 

We do it All! 
817-480-8465 lic #4543  

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree 
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No 
job too Big/Small Sr. Disc. 817-793-
9096.

PLUMBING SERVICES

IRRIGATION WORK

LAWN CARE SERVICES

PAINTING SERVICES

   
   

    
      

  
  

  

                

K and K 
Fencing LLC. 
Privacy, Chain link, 

Wrought Iron 
Residential or 
Commercial. 

817-219-0649

FENCING
TREE SERVICES

 

 

  
   

       

   

   
          
                       
                 

 
 

  
  

   

• Trimming  
• Hauloffs 
• Stump Removal

Expert Takedowns

Lic. & Insured   817-371-8597 

• Fire Wood

 
    

       
    

 
  

  

  

   
          

       
        

   

 
 

   
   

     
   
   

  

      
     

         
       

 

    
    

    
   

Happy New Year 2023

  

        
   

     
     

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial

Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn
(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302
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From StatePoint

Tips to Assess Your Furnace and Save on
Heating Costs
     Now that cooler weather is here, home-
owners are advised to evaluate their fur-
nace to see if it needs to be serviced or
replaced. By planning ahead, you can
potentially save money on heating bills or
dodge a breakdown in the middle of a cold
snap.
     According to the experts, here’s what
you need to know about your home’s heat
source:

Maintaining Your Furnace
     Undue strain can shorten the lifespan of
your furnace. Regularly replace the air fil-
ter as recommended by the manufacturer,
as dirty, clogged filters can restrict airflow,
making the furnace work harder and for
longer hours.
     An annual furnace tune-up from a heat-
ing and ventilation professional can also go
a long way towards minimizing issues
caused by dirt and debris buildup. What’s
more, inspections allow your contractor to
monitor longer-term issues and take proac-
tive steps to help prevent premature failure
or inconvenient breakdowns during the
heating season.
     Keeping your home properly insulated
and sealed can also help by preventing
thermal loss and cold air infiltration and
may reduce heating bills this winter.
Finally, maintain thermostat settings at
Department of Energy recommendations
or try a degree or two lower.

Replacing Your Furnace
     Regardless of how well the furnace is
made and how well you maintain it, the
day will come when it’s reached the end of
its usefulness. You’ll know it’s time to
replace your furnace when you’re making
frequent service calls, dealing with expen-
sive repair bills, or when your unit is blow-
ing cold air, making unusual noises or not
operating as efficiently as it once did.
     In a challenging economy, it can be
tempting to buy the cheapest model, how-
ever a furnace replacement is a decision

that can affect your family’s comfort and
energy bills for years. So how do you make
a sound choice?
     The first thing to know is that there are
many types of heart sources for your
house, including gas furnaces, electric heat
pumps and newer variable refrigerant flow
(VRF) systems. Your easiest, and probably
least costly path, will be picking a furnace
that uses the same fuel source as your cur-
rent one.
     If energy efficiency is a priority, you’re
in luck. Comparison shopping is easy
today, as all furnaces sold domestically are
required to display estimated annual oper-
ating costs on the energy guide label.
Beyond reduced energy bills, federal tax
credits for high efficiency equipment have
been extended into 2023. Check with your
utility company or manufacturer to see if
they offer a rebate. All combustion-type
furnaces are rated according to annual fuel
utilization efficiency (AFUE). The mini-
mum allowed rating for any furnace in the
United States is 80 percent, however, some
of the most efficient models available go
well beyond that.
     Another factor to consider is heating
capacity. Improperly sized furnaces can
result in loss of comfort, loss of efficiency
and even reduce the lifespan of the furnace.
Be sure to have a qualified heating and
ventilation professional assess your square
footage, number and quality of windows,
insulation and other factors to make a rec-
ommendation.
     Beyond the basics, today’s furnaces
offer new comfort-enhancing, energy-sav-
ing features that could help you reduce
your heating costs. 
     No one wants to be dealing with a fur-
nace repair or replacement when demand is
high and temperatures are low. Take steps
now to ensure you’re set for a cozy, com-
fortable winter season.

CLASSIFIEDS

    
     

        
     

     
      

   
  

   
   

       
        
      

     
      

  
     
    

     
     

 

  

 

    

 

  
     

     
       

   
 

 
   

      
       

     
   
 

   
       
      

  
       

   
    

    
    

   
      

      
     

 

 

  

 

   
   

    
      

  
  

  

                

   
  

   
  

  
 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED

TREE SERVICES

Lawn care 
20+ yrs. Exp. 

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!  
817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

Our service includes: 
      • Large Tree Experts 
                   • Full Tree Service 
           • Stump Removal   817-249-YARD(9273) 

www.c3lawnandtree.com 
Fully Insured

Tree Service 
Benbrooks  

#1 In Customer Satisfaction

   
  
  

 

      

  

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

   
          

       
        

   

 
 

   
   

     
   
   

  

First hail hit your area?
Don’t risk further damaging your
home by letting yearly mainte-
nance fall by the wayside.

Schedule a free 
Roof Inspection now!

GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Add-ons, Additions,

Bathroom/Kitchen Remodel,
Patios, Carports

Registered Contractor
Fully Insured • A+ BBB RatingInsurance Claim Specialists

3232 Shawnee Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-831-2600
817-615-7164 (cell)
rob.g.ece@gmail.com ECE-LLC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
Your Local Roofing and
Construction Company

      
     

         
       

 

    
    

    
   

   

LAWN CARE SERVICES

        
   

     
     

Our service includes:
       • Large Tree Experts
       • Full Tree Service
       • Stump Removal
817-249-YARD(9273)
www.c3lawnandtree.com

Fully Insured

TreeService
Benbrook’s 

#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Lawn care
20+ yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!
817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

      

First hail hit your area?
Don’t risk further damaging your
home by letting yearly mainte-
nance fall by the wayside.

Schedule a free 
Roof Inspection now!

GENERAL CONSTRUCTIONGENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Add-ons, Additions,

Bathroom/Kitchen Remodel,
Patios, Carports

Registered Contractor
Fully Insured • A+ BBB RatingInsurance Claim Specialists

3232 Shawnee Trail
Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-831-2600
817-615-7164 (cell)
rob.g.ece@gmail.com ECE-LLC

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
Your Local Roofing and
Construction Company

www.c3lawnandtree.com
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     “We had a tall order when meeting up with Dunbar at this time
of injury and sickness,” Lofton said. “We were no match for their
quickness and athleticism.” 
     Zoey Smothermon led the team with her scoring, shot block-
ing and “flashy moves” in the game against Dunbar. Lofton said
she feels that the non-district schedule did a good job of getting
her team ready for district play, but added that the biggest thing
Benbrook  needs right now is to get healthy.
     “We were hoping to be very prepared by playing a tough pre-
district schedule, only to be foiled by injuries and sickness of four
starters,” Lofton said. “I may be forced to move a few JV athletes
up for a few district games.”

     On the boy's side, Western Hills came up short against South
Hills last week, losing 60-57 to the Scorpions, but coach Blake
Dunson said he was impressed with what he saw from his team.
     “I was very pleased with the effort we played with last night,”
Dunson said on Saturday morning. “We got off to a fast start with
a 15-0 run to begin the game. Towards the end of the first half,
South Hills was able to get back in the game by way of the free
throw line. We struggled to keep them off the offensive glass in
the second half and missed some open shots during crunch time.”
     Stephun Williams led both teams in scoring with 22 points,
while Malik El-Amin added 15 points for the Cougars. 
     “Keyon Butler did a great job on defense by collecting several
deflections and steals,” Dunson said. The Western Hills coach
said that he believes non-district was a good experience for his
team. 
     “Although we have struggled as far as our record goes, we
have seen tremendous growth in our young team,” Dunson said.
“We will use the experience we’ve gained throughout our non-
district schedule to give us the best chance to be successful. You
have to come to play and compete every night in 9-4A and I
believe our team will be ready for the test.” 

     The Western Hills girl's basketball team came up just short last
week against the Young Women's Leadership Academy by a score
of 41-39 in what coach Avante Smith described as a “hard fought
game.”
     “They have a really good post player who I think is going to
be a star in the future,” Smith said. “She’s close to 6’4”, but is
very skilled in the post and a great rebounder. She was the differ-
ence in the second half and got our bigs in foul trouble. We lead
for big chunks of the game, but couldn’t pull it out in the end.”
     Smith said that  Jayla Massengale and Anjell Smith had strong
efforts in the game. The Lady Cougars were 0-2 following the loss
to the YWLA, but the two losses have come by a combined total
of four points.
     “We are still learning how to lock-in and make winning plays
at the end of close games,” Smith said. “I’m really proud of how
far our young ladies have come, especially overcoming our rough
non-district schedule start. Taking lumps against teams like
Alvarado, Lubbock High, and North Side earlier this year has
made us a better team. These close losses in district should moti-
vate us to continue to put in the work and get better.” 

     Over at Benbrook, the Lady Cats lost to Dunbar on Friday and
coach Leta Lofton said it was a tough loss.

From the Sports Desk with John English

Cougars and Cats Looking for Wins Going into District Play

WE WISH

YOU A

MERRY

CHRISTMAS

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
Due to the PATH Act and Due to the PATH Act and 

advance child tax payments, advance child tax payments, 
refunds will be delayed.refunds will be delayed.

We offer We offer 
REFUND ADVANCES REFUND ADVANCES 

of $500-$7000 of $500-$7000 
beginning Jan. 2beginning Jan. 2**

*must qualify*

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.
1001 S. Cherry Lane
Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-367-0036

Call today to schedule your appointment!
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Texas History Minute

Christmas Around the World, Through the Years by Dr. Ken Bridges

     For generations, Christmas has been a time of magic and won-
der for millions.  In the rush of modern America, that is some-
times forgotten in the maddening swarms of crowds at stores,
mistaken orders from online retailers, and even near-riots over
special discounts.  Christmas is celebrated around the globe, and
each corner of the Earth has its own special traditions that go
along with the season.  In the United States, Christmas traditions
have changed steadily over the years; and millions still hold faith-
ful to the original purpose of veneration of the birth of Christ and
celebrating the message of peace and harmony.
     Many American Christmas traditions are a mix of different
cultures thrown in with stories and songs that have grown in ado-
ration over the years.  Some of the most famous Christmas carols
are centuries old.  As more immigrated from Europe to the United
States, the different Christmas traditions so adored by these new
families began filtering through the nation. 
     Early Christians celebrated Easter more with the death and res-
urrection of Jesus as the embodiment of Christian ideals.
However, by the fourth century, the birth of Jesus also began to be
noted with special church observances also. The Christmas Eve
mass or communion service is still an important Christmas tradi-
tion for many American families.
     By the 16th century, Christmas slowly became more than a
church service.  In Germany especially, the day became a celebra-
tion noted for singing, parties, feasts, and drinking. The Puritans
who arrived in New England in the early 1600s were appalled by
such displays, which they considered sinful.  As a result, Puritan
leaders banned observances of Christmas well into the 18th cen-
tury. 
     It was knowledge of the differences by which New Englanders
and Germans typically observed the day that inspired George
Washington to cross the Delaware River on Christmas Night 1776
to stage a surprise attack on the Hessian outpost at Trenton, New
Jersey.  After a brutal series of losses that summer and fall,
Washington knew he had to turn the war around.  He knew the
German mercenaries the British had hired to pursue them would
be too distracted by their own Christmas parties to suspect an
attack during winter.  At dawn on Dec. 26, he surprised and over-
whelmed the exhausted and hungover Hessian revelers to change
the course of history.
     The tradition of the Christmas tree originated in Germany in
the 1500s when candles were attached to evergreen trees.  It was
not until the late 1700s that Christmas trees were introduced to the
United States by German settlers. 
     But Christmas as a holiday emerged slowly.  Louisiana was the
first to declare Christmas a state holiday in 1837, and only a hand-
ful of states followed suit within the next few years.  It did not
become a federal holiday until 1870.
     Even the tradition of exchanging gifts did not emerge quickly.
However, the gift-giving tradition expanded rapidly in the 1820s

and 1830s, with merchants quickly looking to capitalize on the
holiday. 
     Santa Claus went through many changes in the process.  The
original St. Nicholas was an early bishop from modern-day
Turkey in the fourth century known for his generosity toward the
poor and children.  
     The Catholic feast day celebrating St. Nicholas always fell on
Dec. 6, but Protestants merged the holiday with Christmas over
the years.  Santa Claus emerged from the St. Nicholas stories in
Holland before becoming part of American lore in the late 1700s.  
     Christmas trees began being sold in large numbers by the
1850s in the North, with decorations, almost all homemade,
steadily becoming more elaborate. Though some families still
used candles on trees, many opted not to do so for the obvious
safety reasons of not exposing flame near a drying tree.  The first
electric lights were used on trees in 1882, not long after the inven-
tion of the light bulb. As electricity became more widely available
in the early 20th century, colored electric lights became popular
and safer alternatives.  Still, most American families did not have
Christmas trees in the early 1900s.  In fact, the National
Christmas Tree at the White House did not become an annual tra-
dition until 1923.
     Rudolph was added to the sleigh team as part of a poem writ-
ten in 1939, but country singer Gene Autry popularized his story
with his rendition of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” in 1949
and was followed by his equally-popular “Frosty the Snowman”
in 1950.
     Songs and stories surrounding Christmas became even more
popular in the 1960s as new television specials introduced them
to a new generation. A Charlie Brown Christmas became an
instant classic in 1965 as Charlie Brown looked for the real mean-
ing of Christmas, upset that Christmas had become way too com-
mercialized, even in the mid-1960s.  His dismissal of the alu-
minum trees popular at the time in favor of a real tree was con-
nected with the collapse of the aluminum tree’s popularity by the
end of the decade.
     Christmas is celebrated today even in non-Christian house-
holds as the spirit of giving and peace has transcended its original
religious meaning for some.  Far from the shopping crowds,
Christmas still has a magical place in the heats of young and old
alike.  In a quiet moment, many remember that Christmas is still
a time of generosity for others.  
     And Christmas is still a time of peace in our hearts and in the
world, as we are reminded of the gift of one precious life, of
brotherhood, and of the harmony for which the holiday was born.

ADVERTISE HERE!
suburbannews@sbcglobal.net
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

The WARM Place, a Grief Support Center for Children

From National Crime Prevention Council
Seniors Can Stop Scoundrels
and Scams
      Financial fraud can be difficult to recognize. This type of fraud
can include identity theft, fake check and wire transfer scams,
investment and credit card fraud, and bogus online charitable
solicitations. Unfortunately, only one in five of these crimes are
reported. 
The National Crime Prevention Council offers the following
tips:
     • It’s shrewd, not rude to hang up on a suspicious telemarketer. 
     • Don’t give personal information to people you don’t know
unless you initiated the contact. 
     • Don’t let yourself get pressured into a verbal agreement or
signing a contract. 
     • Be skeptical of online charitable solicitations and other
online offers. If interested, ask to receive the information in the
mail and check to be sure the company is legitimate. 
     • Never agree to pay for products or services in advance. 
     • Get estimates and ask for references on home repair offers
and other products or services. 
     If you suspect fraud, contact your local law en-forcement
agency immediately. 
     To learn more about protecting yourself from financial fraud,
visit the National Crime Prevention website at: www.ncpc.org. 

How to Refer a Family to The WARM Place:
     Children who are referred to The WARM Place may have
experienced the death loss of: a parent, a sibling, a grandparent,
an aunt, uncle, cousin, a close friend or a classmate.
Steps to follow:
     • The legal guardian of the child/children contacts The WARM
Place. Call any time after the death loss to schedule an
intake/interview appointment.
     • Families can call any time during office hours (8 a.m. to 5
p.m.) if they need to talk to someone. The family comes to The
WARM Place for an in-take/interview. The intake/interview is
during the day and lasts about 1-1/2 to 2 hours. All family mem-
bers, including children and legal guardian(s), must be present at
the intake.
The Objective of the Interview:
     The family can share their death loss experience. The tour of
the facility alleviates possible fears of coming to The WARM
Place. The intake/interview is conducted by a counselor and time
is spent with adult(s) and children separately. The family is
assigned a group night based on who has died in the child's life.
     Support groups for children offered at The WARM Place are:

     • Parent loss — includes step-parent
     • Sibling loss — biological or step-sibling
     • Grandparent loss — cousin, aunt, uncle, friend, or any other
significant death loss
     Each night the support groups meet, the children are divided
by age: children, ages 5 to 8; preteens, ages 9 to 12 and teenagers,
ages 13 to 18. The guardian(s) must attend with the children.
General Information:
     Groups meet every other week. Families attend The WARM
Place for as long as it is necessary to resolve death loss issues. 
     Additional groups are provided for Young Adults, ages 19 to
25. Groups are available for preschoolers, ages 3- 1/2 to 5.
     Groups are led by facilitators who have had extensive training
in the grief process and group dynamics.
     There is never a fee for families to participate in The WARM
Place program, located at 809 Lipscomb St. Call 817-870-2272,
email to info@thewarmplace.org, or go to their website:
www.thewarmplace.org for more information.

SUBSCRIBE FOR FREE TODAY!
Click Here

www.thewarmplace.org
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX


Suburban Newspapers, Inc. December 22, 2022, PAGE 8

SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS, INC.
White Settlement Bomber News • Benbrook News • River Oaks News

7820 Wyatt Drive Fort Worth, TX 76108
(817) 246-2473

www.suburban-newspapers.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

AIR & HEATING
PRECISION Aire & Heat

817-563-2665
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

REMODELING
D & M Repair/Remodeling

817-233-5339
ECE CONSTRUCTION LLC

817-831-2600
817-615-7164

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting

817-371-8597

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS
I MOW 4 YOU
817-988-2249

corvetteron@hotmail.com
ALEX’S Lawn Care

817-793-9096

FENCING
LYNCO Fencing
817-246-5641

K And K Fencing
817-219-0649

BOB YOUNG Fencing
817-495-5543

bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
COLUMBIA College

817-377-3276
ftworth@CCIS.edu

AMERICAN LEGION Post 297
817-249-2791

alpost297@sbcglobal.net

COMPUTERS
MICHAEL’S PC Repair

817-945-2667
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance

817-560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

MEDICARE Supplement Insurance
Call me about changing plans

Marilyn-Kaye.com or 817-874-7569

TREE SERVICE
CHAD GREEN Tree Service

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)
C THREE Lawn & Tree Service

817-249-YARD (9273)
WWW.C3LAWNAND TREE.COM

ROOFING
ECE ROOFING LLC

817-831-2600
817-615-7164

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE

8120 White Settlement Rd
817-244-5404

ELECTRIC
E-CONN ELECTRIC

(817) 831-2600
(817)-615-7164 IRRIGATION/SPRINKLERS

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
817-480-8465

irrigator4543@gmail.com

PLUMBING
PLUMBING by Richard

817-907-0472
rvmunoz001@gmail.com

LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-715-6747

lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net

Three Day Weekend Forecast
Friday, Dec. 23:

AM -  Mostly sunny and cold; high near 25. N/NW wind 10-15mph, with gusts as high as 20mph.
PM - Mostly cloudy; low around 18. N/NW wind 5-10mph.

Saturday, Dec. 24:
AM - Mostly sunny; high near 34. N/NW wind around 5mph.

PM - Partly cloudy; low around 22. Calm wind becoming W/SW around 5mph.

Sunday, Dec. 25:
AM - Sunny; high near 45.

PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 32.

Extended Forecast Click Here

www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
https://forecast.weather.gov

