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High School Basketball: WHHS & BMHS Look Forward to
Exciting Seasons
From the Sports Desk with John English

The Benbrook boys basketball team
return two starters from last season's team,
and coach Blake Mendez said is team is
competing well early on.
“So far, we are 5-3, and you never want
to look down on a winning record, but we
feel like we had a couple games get away
from us that we could have won,” Mendez
said. “We have a lot of guys that didn't
have varsity experience until this year, so
they’re learning about the pace of the game
and how to play together with a new group
of guys.”
Roderick Hodge, Kemondric Brown,
Hatcher Mason, and Caden Allison are all
returning players from last year's team and
should lead the way for the Bobcats.
“They are taking in completely different
roles this year, but they’re doing it well,”
Mendez said.
Mendez said the goal for the tournament schedule is “always to get us ready
for district.”
“You want to win those games too, but
what you’re really looking at is film,”
Mendez said. “What you’re doing right and
what you need to improve upon to get
ready for December basketball.”
To reach the playoffs, Mendez said,
“This year it’s going to take patience all

around—offensively, defensively, and for
our coaching staff when dealing with our
guys that are learning new roles and how to
play together,” Mendez said. “We’ve come
a long way since shootouts and summer
league back in may, and we look forward to
continuing to grow.”

For the Western Hills girls, a 4-8 mark
in district competition in 2020-21 was not
what the Lady Cougars were looking for
and this season, a solid returning core of
returning players are showing some good
signs early on.
Look for all-district selections Diana
Cousar, Sidney Brown, Rnya Carr and
Amyah Jones to anchor a team that rallied
to win the consolation bracket of the Lake
Worth Tournament prior to the
Thanksgiving break.
Also keep an eye on freshman guard
Arie'Yona Christion, who averaged 15
points per game at the Lake Worth
Tournament.

For the Western Hills basketball team, a
7-6 district record last season was good
enough for the Cougars to clinch a playoff
berth,and with five seniors returning this
year, Western Hills appears to be poised to
make another run at the post-season.
Where the Cougars lack in size, they
make up for in experience, and with the
return of such players as Johnavon Polk,
Jordan Jones, Ryan Moore, Da'Marea
Jones-Evans and Ma'Javion Washington, From the Benbrook Public Library
Western Hills was 4-0 through it's previous
four games heading into Tuesday night's
game against Bridgeport.
On the girls side, the Lady Cats earned a
post-season berth last season and are hoping
to picked up where they left off, after finishing 10-3 in district competition last season.
Players to watch for Benbrook this season include Taryn Longley and Zoey
Smothermon.

SUBSCRIBE!

Holly Jolly Holiday
Party Dec. 11

The Benbrook Public Library will host
its seventh annual Holly Jolly Holiday celebration on Saturday, Dec. 11 from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
This free holiday celebration for the
entire family will feature a harpist, trackless train rides, the (continued on page 2)

Sign up to have the FREE digital edition of the
Benbrook News sent to your inbox weekly!

Click Here
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CLASSIFIEDS
AIR CONDITION ING/ HEATING

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” Warranty on all parts and labor •
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges.
Senior & Military discounts. 100%
Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563COOL(2665) TACLB26642
COMPUTERS

CONCRETE

Virus Removal &
Upgrades, Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges
A+, Network+ Certified

8120-A White Settlement Rd

817-945-comp(2667)
or 817-437-8580

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

DRAIN CLEANING

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479
A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

ELECTRIC SERVICES

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs &
Wants! No Job is too Small! Located in
White Settlement & will serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CHRISTIAN
HANDYMAN
Ceiling Fans, Minor
Repairs, Small Jobs Ok Indoor Jobs Only. Work
Guaranteed.

817-560-1774

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!
CLICK
HERE

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CARR’S REMODELING
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks,
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures.
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions &
carports. 30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-9956968
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BWA Seeks Advisory Committee
Applicants
From the Benbrook Water Authority

The Board of Directors of the Benbrook
Water Authority is accepting applications
from citizens interested in serving on the
Authority’s
Capital
Improvements
Advisory Committee.
Applicants must be registered voters in
the City of Benbrook, and must have
resided in the City for one year before the
date of appointment (Jan. 1, 2022).
The Advisory Committee performs several functions including reviewing the capital improvements plan and filing written
comments, and advising the Board of the
need to update or revise the land use
assumptions, capital improvements plan,
and impact fee.
Interested citizens can pick up an application at the Authority’s office located at
1121 Mercedes St., Benbrook or download

a form at www.benbrookwater.com and
return it to the BWA office.
Residents involved in real estate, development, or building industries are encouraged to apply.
Applications must be received no later
than 5 p.m. on Dec. 10, 2021.

Holiday Party
(continued from page 1)

Uptown Carolers performing holiday
songs, balloon making, a special appearance by Mrs. Claus, and more.
There will be arts and crafts, laser
engraved ornaments, and hot chocolate and
other refreshments throughout the day.
All ages are invited to attend and celebrate the holiday season.
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Texas History Minute

The Attack on Pearl Harbor: 80 Years Later by Dr. Ken Bridges

Pictured above: USS Arizona Memorial at
Pearl Harbor.

It came to be called the “Day Which Will Live
in Infamy.” The attack on the American naval
base at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, was a devastating loss for the nation. When the attack
began at 7:55 a.m. by Japanese forces, the
Americans on the scene realized that their lives
in that moment had changed. The American
entry into World War II would transform the face
of the war and forever alter the course of the
nation and of the men and women who fought to
protect it.
By December 1941, most of the globe was
engulfed in World War II while the United States
tried to stay out of it. Nations on five continents
were already embroiled in conflict. American
military and political leaders somberly noted that
the nation would likely be drawn into the fight as
well while they watched Allied losses mount. To
the last, America tried to avoid war. As the
United States continued to negotiate for peace
with Japan, Japan plotted a sneak attack.
Japan had unleashed sneak attacks at the
beginnings of previous wars. And Japanese military officials hoped that crippling American
naval forces while they went on a massive offensive across the Pacific would neutralize
American advantages and allow Japan a quick
victory.
In 90 minutes on what had been a quiet
Sunday morning, the American fleet was
wrecked. Four battleships were sunk with the
other four crippled. Many other ships and planes
were severely damaged.
One hundred fifty-nine planes were
destroyed. And in the end, 2,403 Americans
were killed.

One of the first Americans to spring into
action was a Waco native named Doris Miller,
who worked in the mess hall on the ill-fated USS
West Virginia. As his ship was struck and men
scattered, he leaped toward an unmanned antiaircraft gun and started firing at as many
Japanese fighters as possible before the crew had
to abandon ship, most likely shooting down the
first enemy aircraft of the war in the process.
But America sprang into action. The United
States responded with its own declaration of war
the next day. Many of the damaged ships saw
action later in the war. And three things saved
the Pacific fleet that day: the oil refineries that
fueled the ships and planes were spared; and the
aircraft carriers were on patrol, ships that acted
as floating air bases that proved indispensable in
the island-hopping campaigns that marked the
Pacific war. The third factor was the unbreakable
American resolve.
Unfortunately, Doris Miller did not make it

home. He was killed in action in 1943 when his
ship was struck by a torpedo. He was only 24.
The Houston school district later named a school
after him. In 2020, the navy named an aircraft
carrier after him.
In 1958, the Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association was formed among the veterans who
were there on Dec. 7, 1941. At its peak, the
organization boasted 70,000 members. In the
years after the war, special remembrance ceremonies were held at Pearl Harbor each year.
Time moved on in a nation that continued to
grow in its freedom in the decades of peace that
followed the war. The world was freed from the
nightmares of mass executions, tortures, genocides, and bloodshed that the Axis Powers
inflicted upon the world. The Pearl Harbor generation had survived the worst challenges the
nation had experienced – the Great Depression
and World War II – and showed that there was
nothing that the United States could not overcome. The principles of courage, unity, justice,
and liberty became more than slogans for that
time. They were ideas that saved humanity.
Only a handful of survivors remain in Texas,
where there were once hundreds. Aaron Cook of
Fort Worth, one of the last, would spend his later
years telling students about his experiences. “I
grew up in one day,” he told Houston’s ABC-13
in 2016. “I hope that they realize that, you know,
it's something that we don't want to do again.”
Cook died in 2019 at age 96. J. C. Alston of
Troy, the son of farmers from the Texas
Panhandle often said how important it was that
people remembered what happened that day.
“We’ve got to be alert and not let this happen
again.” Alston died at his home in October at
age 98.
Now as the 80th anniversary approaches, a
chapter in history prepares to close. The theme
for this year’s remembrance ceremony will be
“Valor, Sacrifice, and Peace.” There are very
few left who remember that day firsthand. Those
who were there and those who gave everything
to protect the nation have a revered place in the
collective American memory. The millions who
came after and grew up in a time of peace still
salute those who were there. The lessons from
that terrible day still resonate for American foreign policy but also for a nation decades later
shaken by epidemics, economic chaos, and distrust: that there is nothing that America, when
united, cannot overcome.
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FWISD Redistricting Committee Sets
CLASSIFIEDS
Dates for More Public Input
From Fort Worth ISD

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479
A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

PAINTING SERVICES

HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn,
wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior
wood repair, Over 30yrs. exp. Ref. Free
Est. Call 817-454-6489
PLUMBING SERVICES

PLUMBING BY RICHARD
Master Plumber Lic.#M15853.*Repairs
*Drains Cleared *Slab Leaks *Water
Heaters Remodels, 45yrs. exp. Cards
Accepted 817-907-0472
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING
Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic
locate & repair. Sewer repair, gas test,
tankless water heaters, bathroom &
kitchen remodeling 817-715-6747
M3881.
PLUMBING SERVICES

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479
A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

FENCING

K and K
Fencing LLC.
Privacy, Chain link,
Wrought Iron
Residential or
Commercial.

817-219-0649

TREE SERVICE

Expert Takedowns

• Trimming
• Hauloffs
• Stump Removal
Lic. & Insured

• Fire Wood

817-371-8597

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial
Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn

(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302

Community members are invited to join
the Fort Worth ISD Board of Educationappointed Redistricting Committee for
community town hall sessions discussing
redistricting to school board single-member districts.
Two sessions were held earlier this fall:
one online and one in-person at North Side
High School.
The community is invited to participate
in the in-person sessions on the following
dates:
In-Person Town Hall
6 p.m. - Thursday, Dec. 9
Arlington Heights
High School Auditorium,
4501 W. Freeway 76107
6 p.m. - Wednesday, Dec. 15
Dunbar
High School Auditorium,
5700 Ramey 76112
6 p.m. - Thursday, Dece. 16
Riverside
Middle School Auditorium,
1600 Bolton 76111

Buy 4 Tenders
12 Tenders
w/Gravy & Biscuit
w/Gravy & Biscuit
Get 4 Tenders for

$9.99 w/this ad
$1 w/this ad
88 05 C lif f o rd S t . 8 17 - 2 46- 816 0
STEAK NIGHT!
Public Welcome

Saturday, Dec. 4 • 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Steak Dinner or Pork Chop Dinner

Meal includes:
New York Strip or Pork Chop,
Baked Potato, Salad and Dessert
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10429
1000 Stevens Drive • Benbrook, TX
US 377 South of I-20, left turn at
Dutch Branch Park Lake Access
Please join us for

Burgers & More

Every Friday 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Thank you for your support!

Each decade, the Fort Worth ISD participates in a redistricting process of its single-member Board districts to guarantee
equal voter representation. This is determined through equal or equivalent population counts based on the most recent U.S.
Census data.
During the redistricting process, Board
single-member districts are redrawn to
reflect population growth or decline or any
other demographic changes.
Town hall participants will have opportunities to ask questions of committee
members and comment on the redistricting
process at each event.
Learn more about the redistricting
process and its committee members by visiting fwisd.org/redistricting.

SUBSCRIBE FOR
FREE TODAY!
Click Here
Benbrook American
Legion Post 297

First Friday Fish & Grilled Chicken

Burgers & More Following Fridays 6-8pm
Made-to-Order Breakfast on Saturdays 8-11am
Donations Accepted
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

8201 Old Benbrook Rd. 76126

8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719

Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com

FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME
(CALL FOR LIMIT)
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CLASSIFIEDS
IRRIGATION WORK

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp.
We do it All!
817-480-8465 lic #4543
TILE WORK

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
YOUR ONE STOP CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial lic.# M8479
A+BBB Rated
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

LAWN CARE SERVICES

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE

FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No job too
Big/Small Sr. Disc. 817-793-9096.

I MOW 4 YOU
Lawn care
20+ yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates! Leaf work & blowing!

817 - 9 8 8 - 2 2 49

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
TREE SERVICE

Advanced Tree Services

• Big Tree Removal (big/small) • Perfection Trimming •
Debris Removal • Stump Grinding • Shrub Trimming •
Fire Wood • Senior Discount.
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

www.NorthTexasTree.com

817-249-8733

Mention This
Ad. for
Discount

Insured For Your Protection
• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding
• Systematic Tree Feeding
Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Tree
Service

Benbrook’s
#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Our service includes:
• Large Tree Experts
• Full Tree Service
• Stump Removal

817-249-YARD(9273)
www.c3lawnandtree.com
Fully Insured
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WHHS Students Study Physical
Geography and Natural Disasters
From Western Hills High School

Freshman students in Mrs. Fatheree's
and Mr. Cook's World Geography classes
have spent the last few weeks studying
physical geography and natural disasters.
These classes have embraced project
based learning by researching specific natural disasters and creating Disaster
Preparedness Kits, as well as digital infographics. In order to bring this lesson to
life, the Fort Worth and Benbrook Fire
Departments graciously agreed to come
and visit the students and come share their
own experiences with natural disasters.
Chief Davis (pictured below) and

Assistant Chief Tate from the Benbrook
Fire Department had fantastic storytelling
and images of the Hurricane Harvey
Deployment, as well as describing the
process for students to enter the fire department.
The Fort Worth Fire Department sent
speakers from the Swift water and Wild
land divisions. Lieutenant Blake Johnson
and firefighters Kelvin Kolb and Nick
Liebherr spoke in great detail about the
dangers that come with natural disasters
and how grateful the are to be able to help
those in need during such a difficult time.

Suburban Newspapers, Inc.
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Benbrook Resident Spreads Cheer by
CLASSIFIEDS
Decorating Tree Along Trinity Trails
Walking Path
AZLE MOVE IN SPEC. 1 ST MO RENT
REAL ESTATE

FREE 2/2 BATH BRICK DUPLEXES\
1627sq.ft. 2/2 + extra room, 1500.00 mo. new
carpet in living room, open kitchen dining w/
island, fireplace, A/C & ceiling fan in cathedral
living room. Walking distance to Azle Elem. &
High School. Wal-mart, shopping centers &
restaurants. Lake very close Also a 1297 sq. ft.
2/2/1, 1395.00 mo. both have a 1500.00 Deposit.
Call 817-440-7721 M-F

Benbrook City Council
meets the first & third

Thursday of each month
at 7:30 PM.

Watch the Meetings Live
• Click Here •

Advertise in the Benbrook News
CALL 817-246-2473

TextMyBenbrook
Messaging Service
From the City of Benbrook

The City of Benbrook is making it easier than ever to engage with citizens by
launching its new TextMyBenbrook messaging service.
Residents can now report non-emergency concerns such as potholes, code violations, or missed garbage pickups by
sending a text with a photo and location
description to TextMyBenbrook at 817443-6249. Residents can report their concerns to TextMyBenbrook 24/7; however,
text messages will be processed Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
To report an emergency, call 911.

From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

A Benbrook resident who walks along
the Trinity Trails has, for several years
now, taken to decorating a particular shrub
with Christmas ornaments.
Joyce Winford along with a group of
her walking-friends gather together the
week after Thanksgiving each year to hang
ornaments along the branches of a large
shrub, located approximately half a mile
from the Art Cowsen parking lot along the
Trinity Trail.
In 2020, the walking group hung over
300 ornaments along the trail and over 400

ornaments on the tree. The friends cultivate
the decorations throughout year by shopping after-Christmas sales, garage/yard
sales and accepting donations from friends
and family.
After the holidays, the group gathers
again in January to pack everything up for
the following year.
Joyce and the “Trail Gang” are inviting
anyone who wishes to participate in the
holiday fun to join them in decorating the
tree this year.
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AIR & HEATING

PRECISION Aire & Heat
817-563-2665
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net
BEAUTY

SAVANNAH & Suzie
817-614-3428
www.marykay.com/Huitt
COMPUTERS

MICHAEL’S PC Repair
817-945-2667
michaelspcs@hotmail.com
DRAIN CLEANING

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
817-831-4000
contractingblankenship@outlook.com
TREE SERVICE

CHAD GREEN Tree Service
817-246-5943
C THREE Lawn & Tree Service
817-249-YARD (9273)

WWW.C3LAWNAND TREE.COM

(817) 246-2473 • fax (817) 246-2474
www.suburban-newspapers.com

INSURANCE

PETER POLINSKY Insurance
817-560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com
IRRIGATION/SPRINKLERS

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
Sprinkler & Irrigation.
817-480-8465
irrigator4543@gmail.com
LAWN CARE

I MOW 4 YOU
817-988-2249
corvetteron@hotmail.com
ALEX’S Lawn Care
817-793-9096
PAINTING

HAYWOOD Painting
817-371-8597

REMODELING

D & M Repair/Remodeling
817-233-5339
CARR’S Remodeling
817-995-6968
Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
817-831-4000
contractingblankenship@outlook.com
FENCING

LYNCO Fencing
817-246-5641
K And K Fencing
817-219-0649
BOB YOUNG Fencing
817-495-5543
bobyoungfences@hotmail.com
REAL ESTATE

KEY PROPERTIES/ Lila Mendoza
817-263-7866
www.keypropmgt.com

SERVICES PROVIDED

COLUMBIA College
817-377-3276
ftworth@CCIS.edu
AMERICAN LEGION Post 297
817-249-2791
alpost297@sbcglobal.net
PLUMBING

PLUMBING by Richard
817-907-0472
rvmunoz001@gmail.com
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-715-6747
lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net
Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
817-831-4000
contractingblankenship@outlook.com

Three Day Weekend Forecast
Friday, Dec. 3:

AM - Mostly sunny; high near 78. S/SW wind 5-15mph, with gusts as high as 20mph
PM - Partly cloudy; low around 56. South wind around 10mph.

Saturday, Dec. 4:

AM - Mostly sunny, high near 71. SW wind 10-15mph, becoming N in the afternoon - gusts as high
as 20mph.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 49.

Sunday, Dec. 5:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 66.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 43.

Extended Forecast Click Here

