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From the Sports Desk with John English 

Western Hills Soccer Star Yeferson Tovar Emerges as  
Leader On and Off the Field

Benbrook Council Action by John English 

City Council Approves November 2025 Election Order, $1.2M 
EDC Budget, Zoning Change, and Oncor Rate Suspension 

     Western Hills boy's soccer coach Matt 
Collins cannot say enough good things 
about Yeferson Tovar. 
     The incoming junior winger helped 
guide the Cougars to a playoff spot this sea-
son, and Collins said his performance was a 
pleasant surprise. 
     “Yeferson was a complete unknown last 
August," Collins said. “I did not meet him 
until school started. He rose to be a first 
team all-district player. He was a great sur-
prise for us.” 
     Collins said that Tovar embodiment of a 
true student-athlete. 
     “Yeferson is a coach’s dream,” Collins 
said. “He’s an all-A student, a leader in the 

     The Benbrook City Council meeting was held on July 17 as 
scheduled. Mayor Jason Ward called the meeting to order. An in-
vocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
     Time was then allowed for citizen comments on any agenda 
item, but there were none. Minutes of the meeting held on July 3 
were then approved unanimously. 
     The first item of the evening was a motion to consider approval 
of a resolution and election order for a General Election to be held 
on Nov. 4, 2025 and authorize a Joint Election between Tarrant 
County Elections and the City of Benbrook. 
     The General Election for the Mayor Place 1 and City Council 
places 3, 5 and 7 is scheduled for Nov. 4 with the filing period for 
candidates beginning at 8 a.m. on Monday, July 21 and ending at 5 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 18. 
     Staff recommended that City Council adopt a resolution order-
ing the General Election for Nov. 4, 2025 and authorizing the 

Mayor to enter into an election contract with the Tarrant County 
Elections. The motion was adopted unanimously. 
     Next was a motion to consider approving the Benbrook Eco-
nomic Development Corporation's Budget for fiscal year 2025-26. 
     The proposed budget totals $1,201,391, which includes a 
$526,391 administrative budget and a total of $675,000 for four 
projects (Storefront Improvement Program Grant-$100,000 ongo-
ing; NW Winscott-$50,000 for environmental/maintenance; West-
park Corner-$500,000 for development project/maintenance and 
Benbrook Boulevard-$25,000 for maintenance/beautification). The 
proposed EDC budget was approved unanimously. 
     The next item was a proposal to approve an ordinance rezoning 
17.267 acres situated in the Francis M (Dec’d) Sur Wales Survey, 
Abstract No. 1637 and the John Wesley Smith Survey, Abstract No. 
1406, from “SD” Suburban District and “B” One-Family District 
to “B” One-Family District.  

classroom, almost perfect. Strangely, in the 
locker room he’s a bit of a clown. I mean 
that in the best way. He’s really funny and 
animated with his teammates. He’s a great 
presence in the locker room. He loves to 
laugh and have fun.” 
     Tovar, 16, said the 2024-25 season taught 
him what the Cougars boy's soccer team is 
capable of accomplishing. 
     “I'm honestly not very satisfied with the 
season, because I think we could have gone 
further,” Tovar said. “But this season helped 
us realize that we're made for much more.” 
     Heading into the season, Tovar strived to 
improve his game and said that next year, 
Tovar said (continued on page 3)

(continued on page 5)

https://suburban-newspapers.com


Suburban Newspapers, Inc. July 24, 2025, PAGE 2

Suburban 
Newspapers, Inc.  

~ Veteran Owned ~  
 

 Publishers of the 
Benbrook News, River Oaks News and 

White Settlement Bomber News 
Publisher: Boyden Underwood, publisher@suburban-newspapers.com 

Editor: Emily Moxley, suburbannews@sbcglobal.net 

Classifieds: Vee Horn, classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com 

7820 Wyatt Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76108   
817-246-2473 

https://suburban-newspapers.com

SN SN

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

TREE SERVICE 

I  MOW 4 YOUI MOW 4 YOU
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!   

Free EstimatesFree Estimates W/Scheduled Work! W/Scheduled Work! 
817-988-2249

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Chad s Tree Service

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

FENCING

In-Home
Service

817-244-5404

Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance Sale!
Appliance Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

W O W !W O W !
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

http://www.wsmuseum.com 
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

8320 Hanon Drive 
White Settlement, Texas 76108 

817-246-9719 
Open:  Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM 

Closed: Sunday & Monday

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor • Up-front pricing. No 
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts. 
100% Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665) 
TACLB26642 
 

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job 
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will 
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 

 
 

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. 

Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, 
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars 

& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028 
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. Repair/re-
modeling, painting, plumbing drains lines cleared, 
& Fencing, reasonable. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-
233-5339 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper, 
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over 
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water 

heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS. 
 WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM 

ELECTRIC SERVICES

AIR & HEATING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN

PAINTING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf 
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr. 
Disc. 817-793-9096.

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

RENTALS AVAILABLE

BEAUTIFUL LUXURY APARTMENTS IN BENBROOK! 
Non-smoking facility with 2/b, 2 full baths. Large 

closets, W/D hookup. Central Ac/H. Carports w/pri-
vate storage rm. Close to shopping, in Quiet, Safe 
neighborhood. $1180 mo. Phone 817-249-2143

FOR RENT:  
MEETING/CELEBRATION ROOM 

Seats 50-65 at tables, will seat 100. 
Looking for a Post Home? 

Were Looking for You! 
 American Legion Post 626 
1125 Burton Hill Rd. 76114 

 817-731-3491

Get Noticed! 
Advertise in this 

Space!

http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.wsmuseum.com
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WATER IS AWESOME.COM

EASY AS
WATERING YOUR LAWN IS

When it’s time to water your lawn, 

think 1, 2…zero. Once a week if it 

needs a little water. Twice a week 

if it’s dry and hot. Zero if it’s been 

raining. Make sure your sprinklers 

aren’t leaking or pointing the 

wrong way. And try drip irrigation 

for flowers and shrubs. Visit Water 
is Awesome.com for more tips.

Sports Desk  (continued from page 1)
his objectives for 2026 are essentially the same. 
     “My goals for next season are to be better than last season, try 
to win as many times as possible, and give my best,” Tovar said. 
     Tovar said he is going to try to help lead Western Hills to the 
place and respect it deserves as a school and as a team next season, 
and said reflecting on 2024-25, one episode in particular stands out. 
     “My favorite moment was when we made it to the playoffs be-
cause there we showed that we're made to be one of the best,” Tovar 
said. 
     Collins said he cannot stress enough how great a young man 
Tovar is and said the Western Hills junior makes his job “easy and 
really fun.” 
     For the off-season, Collins said he has a couple of expectations. 
     “I expect him to be the 'biggest, fastest and strongest' guy on 
the field,” Collins said. “He’s a tremendous athlete. My hopes for 
him are sky high this season. He needs to work on taking games 
over and being dominant. He's such a nice kid, it can be tough for 
him to dominate.” 

Tovar's Favorites 
Favorite Athlete: Cristiano Ronaldo 
Favorite Sports Team: Real Madrid 

Favorite Food: Arepas 
Favorite Movie: Fast and Furious 
Favorite TV Show: Money Heist 

Favorite Musical Group or Performer: Romeo Santos
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     Benbrook’s annual Heritage Fest event, 
to be held on Sept. 27, 2025 is now accept-
ing applications for vendors, and space is 
limited. 
     This is a juried event. Those who sub-
mitted their applications on or before June 
16 will be notified of their acceptance by 
July 7. Applications are reviewed weekly, 
and vendors will be notified 10 business 
days after application is returned.  
     Heritage Fest Management reserves the 
right to limit the number of vendors with 
similar type products. This is to help all ven-
dors succeed. Booth spaces will be assigned 
beginning July 29. You will receive confir-
mation and further direction once your 
booth space has been assigned.  
     Vendors are required to stay until 7 p.m. 
while food vendors are required to stay until 
8 p.m. Failure to stay will result in not being 
allowed to participate for the following year.  
     For more information, call 817-249-6091.

From the City of Benbrook 

Heritage Fest 
Vendor Applications 

Accepted Now

Council Action  (continued from page 1)

     Gunner is a sweet, little eight-week-old 
Plott Hound mix.  He has striking brindle 
markings and weighs 18 pounds.  Gunner 
loves toys, especially tennis balls. He would 
be a great addition to your family!   
     He is currently available for adoption at 
the Benbrook Animal Shelter, located at 469 
Winscott Road.  
     Adoption hours are Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Sunday. Visit www.4pawsinc.org or 
call 4 PAWS volunteers Ursula at 817-262-
3086, or Lynda at 682-279-0760 to set up a 
meet-and-greet or to get more information 
about any of the dogs available.

From 4PAWS & Benbrook Animal Shelter 

Puppy Love!  
Come Meet Gunner 

The property is generally located northwest 
of the intersection of Team Ranch Rd and 
Benbrook Blvd.  
     According to the council agenda, the pro-
posed zone change does not affect the regu-
latory compliance of the existing 
single-family home located at 8600 Team 
Ranch Road, as it already complies with “B” 
District standards.  
     All future development of the subject 
property must comply with applicable land 
use and development standards of the city, 
including floodplain regulations, which will 
be reviewed during the platting phase of the 
development.  
     By a vote of 5-0, the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission recommended that the City 
Council adopt an ordinance rezoning the 
subject property to “B” One-Family, as pre-
sented. 
     A public hearing followed and Ward of-
fered anyone interested in commenting in 
favor of the change to step forward, but 
there were none. 
     Ward then provided the opportunity for 
anyone against the zoning change to step 
forward, but there were were none. 
     The public hearing was closed, and the 
zoning change was approved unanimously. 
     The next item was a motion to consider 
a resolution Suspending the Oncor Rate Fil-
ing. 
     On June 26, Oncor Electric Delivery 
Company LLC filed an intent to increase 
rates with each of the cities in their service 
area, which would result in an increase in 
revenues of $834 million over present reve-
nues for the company. 
     The rate increase would take affect July 
31 unless the city takes action to suspend the 
effective date. 
     A resolution to suspend the effective date 
of the rate increase for 90 days would allow 
city staff to evaluate the filing, determine 
whether the filing complies with the law 
and, if lawful, to determine further strategy, 
including a settlement to pursue. 
     The resolution was approved unani-
mously. 
     Next was a motion to consider approval 
of an Interlocal Agreement with Fort Worth 

Independent School District to provide four 
police officers to participate in the Annual 
School Security Initiative. The Interlocal 
Agreement was approved unanimously. 
     Time was then allowed for informal cit-
izen comments, and resident Matthew Ary 
approached the podium and commended 
Ward for the job he has done as mayor and 
his involvement in the Benbrook com-
munity. 
     Ary, a recent graduate of Benbrook Mid-
dle High School, spoke to the importance of 
the school resource officers and how nec-
essary they were for the schools in Ben-
brook. 
     Time was then allowed for council 
member and staff comments, and member 
Renee Franklin reminded residents of the ar-
tisan market on the first Sunday in August 
in Dutch Branch Park. 
     The meeting was then adjourned.

Did you know that flushing toilet 
wipes can cause costly  

damage to your plumbing?  
Not only can the wipes build up in 

the pipes and damage your 
plumbing, they also build up and 

cause damage to the overall sewer 
system.  

Always place toilet wipes in the 
trash can.  

SAVE THE PIPES!  
DON’T FLUSH THE WIPES!
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     July 24 is the 205th day of the year in the Gregorian calendar; 
160 days remain until the end of the year. 
     • 1304 – Wars of Scottish Independence: Fall of Stirling Castle: 
King Edward I of England takes the stronghold using the War Wolf. 
     • 1567 – Mary, Queen of Scots, is forced to abdicate and be re-
placed by her one-year-old son James VI. 
     • 1866 – Reconstruction: Tennessee becomes the first U.S. state 
to be readmitted to Congress following the American Civil War. 
     • 1901 – O. Henry is released from prison in Columbus, Ohio, 
after serving three years for embezzlement from a bank. 
     • 1915 – The passenger ship SS Eastland capsizes while tied to 
a dock in the Chicago River. A total of 844 passengers and crew 
are killed in the largest loss of life disaster from a single shipwreck 
on the Great Lakes. 
     • 1935 – The Dust Bowl heat wave reaches its peak, sending 
temperatures to 109 °F in Chicago and 104 °F in Milwaukee. 
     • 1969 – Apollo program: Apollo 11 splashes down safely in 
the Pacific Ocean. 
     • 1974 – The United States Supreme Court unanimously ruled 
that President Richard Nixon did not have the authority to withhold 
subpoenaed White House tapes and they order him to surrender the 
tapes to the Watergate special prosecutor.

From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers 

Did You Know... On This Day:

     Kids seven years of age and younger are invited to run the bar-
rels with other cowboys and cowgirls during the Benbrook Her-
itage Fest on Sept. 27, at Dutch Branch Park.  
     Costumes are optional and prizes will be awarded for the fastest 
three times in each age division, and the top three best costumes. 
There is a $5 entry fee, and all racers receive a goodie bag. 
     Payment is required in advance. To pay email your name and 
phone number to mgamillo@benbrook-tx.gov. 
     All contestants need to be registered by Sept. 8 to enter the com-
petition.  
     To learn more about the rules and sign up, click here.

From the City of Benbrook 

Stick Horse Racers Wanted!

https://bit.ly/4dkIUG0
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges 

John Williams: The Texas Novelist Whose Words Continue to 
Inspire Generations

     There is a power in the written word that transports the reader 
from their living rooms, offices, or classrooms to a different place 
and time in their imaginations.  Writer John Williams, a noted 
Texas native and award-winning novelist, wove tales that created 
different lives but also led readers to think about their own lives. 
     He was born John Edward Williams in Wichita Falls  in August 
1922, according to family records. His father died when he was 
still quite young, and he and his mother moved to the Northeast 
Texas community of Clarksville.  It was mostly a farming com-
munity, and his grandparents had made a living working the soil 
on their own land in the area. As a young student, Williams showed 
a strong aptitude for literature and theater.  However, his mother 
died in 1940. It was a crushing loss. He graduated from high school 
that year and enrolled in a nearby junior college, but he was too 
distracted to be able to concentrate on his studies.  He took a series 
of jobs at newspapers and radio stations afterward. 
     In October 1942, with the nation fighting World War II, Wil-
liams enlisted in the Army Air Force.  He was stationed at Allied 
posts in India and Burma and rose to the rank of sergeant.  It was 
during this time that he began writing his first novel.  After his hon-
orable discharge, he used his benefits from the GI Bill and enrolled 
at the University of Denver to restart his education.  
     During his time at the University of Denver, he completed Noth-
ing But the Night.  The 1948 novel depicted the harrowing life of 
a man haunted by the traumatic experiences of his youth. He earned 
an English degree and married in 1949. That year, Williams also 

published his first book of poetry, The Broken Landscape.  He 
earned a masters degree in 1950.  Afterward, he took a job as a 
professor at the University of Missouri where he also earned a doc-
torate.  
     After five years, he returned to Denver as director of the cre-
ative writing program.  He began a new literary journal, The Den-
ver Quarterly, which was widely respected and gave a new outlet 
to aspiring writers.  While teaching his own students about the writ-
ing process, he continued to work on his own writing. Butcher’s 
Crossing, was published in 1960, followed by a new collection of 
poetry, The Necessary Lie, in 1965.  
     One of his most noted novels, Stoner, was published in 1965.  
The novel follows the fictional life of William Stoner, an English 
professor who had risen from an unremarkable childhood on a farm 
to a position of relative respect and comfort though not one of wide 
acclaim.  It follows his difficult marriage and travails through life 
and his own career.  Though respected by critics, it did not sell very 
well.  As Williams’s career progressed, he was fond of repeating a 
line from the novel: “You must remember what you are doing and 
what you have chosen to become, and the significance of what you 
are doing.  There are wars and defeats and victories of the human 
race that are not recorded in the annals of history.” 
     His fourth novel, Augustus, was perhaps his most successful.  
It was a fictional retelling of the life of the first Roman emperor, 
recounting his youth and rise to power and his lengthy political ca-
reer, all cleverly told through letters and recollections of others.  
The Romans were at the height of their power and their arrogance.  
Octavian Caesar, who later renamed himself Augustus, or “the re-
vered one,” swept aside the division and civil wars that beset Rome 
and set out to rid his society of the moral rot that he believed was 
destroying it.  In the process, Augustus had to destroy those same 
institutions he claimed to respect, leading Rome on a path away 
from a republic and toward dictatorship.  In many ways, it was a 
cautionary tale for the America of the 1970s, one beset by corrup-
tion and deep divisions but confident of its own future. 
     Augustus won the prestigious National Book Award for fiction 
for 1972.  For the first time, the award was shared with another 
novel, John Barth’s Chimera. 
     Williams retired from teaching in 1986.  He and his wife moved 
to Fayetteville, Arkansas, where he settled into a quiet life of writ-
ing.  He began writing a new novel, but frustrations with his health 
delayed his writing.  He died of respiratory failure at his home in 
1994.  The Sleep of Reason, his last work, was never completed, 
though portions of the work have been printed in short story form.  
In the years after his death, the works of Williams have begun find-
ing a new generation of readers.   
     Even when the writer is no more, the words remain and still 
speak to those who will hear.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

SN SN
AIR & HEATING

PRECISION Aire & Heat 
817-563-2665 

precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting 

817-371-8597

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ALPINE SERVICES PLUS 
817-296-2880 

ECE Construction LLC 
817-831-2600

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS
I MOW 4 YOU 
817-988-2249 

corvetteron@hotmail.com 
ALEX’S Lawn Care 

817-793-9096

FENCING
BOB YOUNG Fencing 

817-495-5543 
bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED

AMERICAN LEGION Post 297 
817-249-2791 

alpost297@sbcglobal.net 
CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH 

3290 Lackland Rd.  
Fort Worth, Tx 76116 Sun. 9:30am

COMPUTERS
MICHAEL’S PC Repair 

817-945-2667 
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance 

817-560-9400 
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

REAL ESTATE
TAMMY WRIGHT, BROKER 
Wright Realty Services DFW 

Cell: 682-472-9041 
wrightrealtyservicesdfw@gmail.com TREE SERVICE

CHAD GREEN Tree Service 
817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)

ROOFING
ECE ROOFING LLC 

817-831-2600 

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE 

8120 White Settlement Rd 
817-439-2080

ELECTRIC
E-CONN ELECTRIC 

817-831-2600 
www.econnllc.com

PLUMBING
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing 

817-715-6747 
lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net 

www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com

Business Directory Listings - $10 per month 4 line max.!  •  classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Forecast
Friday, July 25: 

AM - Sunny and hot, with a high near 100. Heat index values as high as 104. South wind 5 mph. 
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 77. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday, July 26: 
AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 96. South southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. 

PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 77. South southeast wind around 10 mph.

Sunday, July 27: 
AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 95. South wind 5 to 10 mph. 
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 77. South wind 5 to 10 mph.

Extended Forecast Click Here

http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
https://forecast.weather.gov

