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BMHS Basketball Boys Beat
Wichita Falls; WHHS Teams
Looking for a Win
From the Sports Desk with John English

Benbrook Middle-High School
The season came to an end for the Benbrook MHS football team
earlier this month with a loss in the bi-district round to Stephenville.
William Green finished the game with two touchdown passes and
threw for 250 yards and Caleb Henley had two touchdown receptions
for the Bobcats.
Benbrook finished the season with a 5-1 record in district competition, and coach Cody Slater said that in spite of the loss in the opening
round of the playoffs, he is pleased with what his team was able to
accomplish in 2020.
“I am happy that we made another run to the playoffs, but on the
other hand, we are not satisfied with not advancing past the first
round,” Slater said. “We look forward to getting back to work in the off
season after our Thanksgiving break to start working towards a district
championship and advancing in the state playoffs in 2021.”
In basketball, the Benbrook girls lost to Lake Worth by a score of
44-35 last Friday to move to 1-3 on the season. Miah Overton led the
game in scoring with 19 points, while Joydan Overton scored 10 in the
game. Cassie Stembridge, Madison Sorrell, Taryn Longley and Zoey
Smothermon combined for six points for the Lady Cats.
The Benbrook boys basketball team improved to 3-0 on the season
following a 68-33 win over Wichita Falls on Friday night.

Western Hills High School
Over at Western Hills, the Lady Cougars lost a non-district match
to the Venus by a score of 72-21 last Tuesday, and the boys team lost
79-78 in overtime to Everman on Nov. 14.
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Mayor Pro Tem Selected
Benbrook City Council Action

by John English

The Benbrook city council meeting on Nov. 19 was again conducted via telephone conference, although Benbrook residents are allowed
to attend at city hall as long as social distancing is observed.
Mayor Dittrich was the only council member present in person.
The meeting was called to order and the minutes from the regular
meeting held on Nov. 5 were then approved.
The first item discussed was to select a Mayor Pro Tem.
Council member Laura Mackey nominated Renee Franklin for
Mayor Pro Tem.
“I have good faith that she'll lead us properly in your absence,”
Mackey said, addressing Mayor Dittrich. “She'll keep us in line and
make sure we follow the rules, and if she doesn't know how to do
something, she'll ask questions. And I'd also like to say Dr. Marshall
has done a wonderful job in the meetings I've seen him take over for
you, and I think it's time to take something off of his plate and let Laura
go ahead and step in.”
Dustin Phillips then re-nominated Dr. Larry Marshall for Mayor
Pro Tem. There was a motion to close nominations, which passed
unanimously, and the nomination of Marshall passed 5-2.
The next item was to approve the finance report for the period ending Oct. 31, 2020.
For the general fund, revenues for the month of October and year
to date were $1,170,642.00 while expenditures were $1,369,205.00.
“We're going to start seeing property taxes coming in heavily in
December and January,” Finance Director Rick Overgaard said. “Then
you'll see the revenues far exceed the expenditures.”
The budget was approved unanimously.
The next item was to adopt a resolution amending an authorized
representative for TexPool Investments.
The City of Benbrook participates in the (continued on page 2)

Happy Thanksgiving!

May your family be blessed with prosperity, good health and happiness!
~ from the staff of the Benbrook News ~
Bo Underwood, Publisher
Emily Moxley, Editor
Vee Horn, Denise Honeycutt and John English
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Texan Sky Jewelry
Handcrafted
in River Oaks

www.TexanSky.etsy.com

Free shipping and local
delivery.

Your Mary Kay Advanced Product Consultants

Shop with us: MaryKay.com/Huitt
Connect with us:

Facebook.com/groups/HuittMK
Join our team for 50% commission!

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
A/C HEATING

“Licensed and insured for your protection”
Warranty on all parts and labor • Up-front
pricing. No overtime charges. Senior &
Military discounts. 100% Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit cards accepted.
Call 817-563-COOL(2665) TACLB26642
CENTURY AIR CONDITIONING
A/C Tune up $59.00 Free Estimates on
Replacements. Best Price Guaranteed. Experienced
Technicians. All work Guaranteed, No Gimmicks. Residential
& Commercial. 817-244-5567 TACLA022067
Serving the Community Since 1977.

COMPUTER

Virus Removal &
Upgrades, Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges
A+, Network+ Certified

8120-A White Settlement Rd

817-945-comp(2667)
or 817-437-8580

CONCRETE

City Council Action

TexPool governmental investment pool of
which Overgaard serves as the authorized
investment representative.
“The Accounting Supervisor is my back up
and needs to be added as an authorized representative in case I am out so she can handle
that as well,” Overgaard said.
Staff recommended a resolution allowing
Overgaard and Accounting Supervisor Lesley
Marshall to be designated as authorized representatives, which carried unanimously.
The next item discussed was to receive
applications for Board and Commission members.
The even numbered places on the boards
and commissions will expire on Dec. 30.
There is also a vacancy in place 3 of the
Planning and Zoning commission, with a term
that will expire on Dec. 30, 2021.
Staff recommended that council determine
the process for applicant evaluations for the
boards and commissions and schedule that
process; or to make appointments to the various boards and commissions for a term to
begin on Dec. 31, 2020 and expire Dec. 30,
2022, along with a making an appointment to
the unexpired place 3 in the planning and zoning commission for a term to expire Dec. 30,
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(continued from page 1)

2021.
Jason Ward recommended conducting
interviews on Dec. 8 and 9 (if necessary) for
new applicants or applicants wishing to
change boards, which passed unanimously.
There were no informal citizen comments
or council member or staff comments.
The latest COVID-19 update was then presented, and as of Nov. 19, there were 87,536
cases in Tarrant County, with 688 cases and 15
deaths in Benbrook.
The meeting was then adjourned.

BURGER
NIGHT
IS
BACK!
Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 10429
Public Welcome! $7 Donation
Friday, Nov. 27 • 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Also available:
Onion Rings/Fries & Grilled Chicken Salad.
US 377 South of I-20 left turn at Dutch
Branch Park Lake Access (Stevens Drive)

Suburban
Newspapers, Inc.
~ Veteran Owned ~

JUAREZ

CONCRETE/FENCING
Commercial & Residential

Concrete Slabs, driveways,
patios, stone & rock work,
walls, carports, Quality
Work, FREE Estimates

817-896-9805
817-578-3329

Happy Thanksgiving

EMPLOYMENT / JOBS

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT NEEDED

to help with bookkeeping, payroll processing, and file
management for the Benbrook Public Library.
Position is part-time, 24-30 hours per week, and open
until filled. Please submit a completed application
(https://www.benbrooklibrary.org/employmentapplication) and return to Steve (steve@benbrooklibrary.org). Job description is available upon request.

Publishers of the
Benbrook News, River Oaks News and
White Settlement Bomber News

Publisher: Boyden Underwood, publisher@suburban-newspapers.com
Editor: Emily Moxley, suburbannews@sbcglobal.net
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Now Hiring Full-Time
Warehouse Operators

1pm – 9pm or 2pm – 10pm Shift Openings!!
Order Picking 1(Shipping
• Overtime Hours Available
• Starting Hourly Pay $12.65

• Great Benefit Package
• Tuition Reimbursement
(

Apply Today! www.tti.com/careers
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TTI, Inc. – The Specialist in Electronic Component Distribution

ELECTRIC

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC For All
of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No
Job is too Small! Located in White
Settlement & will serve the surrounding
areas. Fair Prices! TECL 25541 John
Morton 817-771-6356
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

A History of White House Presidential
Turkey Pardons
From the White House Historical Association

Beginning with George Washington, many
presidents declared their own days of thanksgiving before Abraham Lincoln made it an official
holiday in 1863 and Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed legislation in 1941 designating the fourth
Thursday in November as the federal
Thanksgiving Day holiday.
Reports of turkeys as gifts to American presidents can be traced back to the 1870s.
Turkey presentations at the White House
became national news in the 1920s with
accounts of turkeys taking exciting cross-country trips to the White House and arriving dressed
for the occasion in goggles and sweaters, inside
their decorated coops.
John F. Kennedy was the first to unofficially

TURNER PAINTING
Interior, Exterior, Faux finishing, Tape,
Bed, Texturing, Acoustic removal,
Drywall repair, Tile work & flooring.
Michael 817-406-6644
FENCING

H AY W O O D
PA I N T I N G

K and K

Interior & Exterior.
Remove popcorn, wallpaper, tapebed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est.

817-219-0649

Peace, Love & Prosperity
to ALL!

Fencing LLC.
Privacy, Chain link,
Wrought Iron
Residential or
Commercial.

Call

817-454-6489

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial
Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn

(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302

pardon a turkey by telling attendees at the presentation, “Let’s keep him going.”
Patricia Nixon sent gifted turkeys to Oxon
Hill Children’s Farm, while Rosalynn Carter
sent some to a Evans Farm Inn to live in a miniature zoo.
In 1989, the formalities of pardoning a
turkey became a White House Thanksgiving tradition when George H.W. Bush remarked, “Let
me assure you, and this fine tom turkey, that he
will not end up on anyone's dinner table, not this
guy -- he's granted a Presidential pardon as of
right now -- and allow him to live out his days
on a children's farm not far from here.”
Since then, each year the president has pardoned a turkey or two in an official ceremony.

Thanksgiving Proclamation
from Founders Online, National Archives and Records Administration

New York, 3 October 1789
CARR’S REMODELING
By the President of the United States of
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks,
America, a Proclamation.
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures.
Whereas
it is the duty of all Nations to
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions &
carports. 30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-995- acknowledge the providence of Almighty God,
to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits,
6968
PAINTING SERVICES
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and humbly to implore his protection and favor
- and whereas both Houses of Congress have by
their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United States a day of
public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed
by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many
signal favors of Almighty God especially by
affording them an opportunity peaceably to
establish a form of government for their safety
and happiness.”
Now therefore I do recommend and assign
Thursday the 26th day of November next to be
devoted by the People of these States to the
service of that great and glorious Being, who is
the beneficent Author of all the good that was,
that is, or that will be - That we may then all
unite in rendering unto him our sincere and
humble thanks - for his kind care and protection
of the People of this Country previous to their
becoming a Nation - for the signal and manifold
mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his
Providence which we experienced in the course
and conclusion of the late war - for the great
degree of tranquillity, union, and plenty, which
we have since enjoyed - for the peaceable and
rational manner, in which we have been enabled

to establish constitutions of government for our
safety and happiness, and particularly the
national One now lately instituted - for the civil
and religious liberty with which we are blessed;
and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the
great and various favors which he hath been
pleased to confer upon us.
And also that we may then unite in most
humbly offering our prayers and supplications
to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and
beseech him to pardon our national and other
transgressions - to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and
relative duties properly and punctually - to render our national government a blessing to all the
people, by constantly being a Government of
wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly
and faithfully executed and obeyed - to protect
and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially
such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to
bless them with good government, peace, and
concord - To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease
of science among them and us - and generally to
grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best.
Given under my hand at the City of NewYork the third day of October in the year of our
Lord 1789.
George Washington
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PLUMBING BY RICHARD
Master Plumber Lic.#M15853.*Repairs
*Drains Cleared *Slab Leaks *Water
Heaters Remodels, 45yrs. exp. Cards
Accepted 817-907-0472
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Benbrook E-Waste Disposal and
Document Shredding Well Attended
Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

The city of Benbrook hosted an E-Waste Disposal and Document Shredding event behind
Benbrook Dutch Branch Park on Saturday, Nov. 21.
Several Benbrook residents drove over to line up and safely dispose of their items.

PLUMBING

LONNIE BRAVO
PLUMBING Drain cleaning, slab
leaks, electronic locate & repair. Sewer
repair, gas test, tankless water heaters,
bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817715-6747 M3881
SPRINKLER/IRRG.

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp.
We do it All!
817-480-8465 lic #4543

LANDSCAPE/LAWN SERVICES
Expert Takedowns

• Trimming
• Hauloffs
• Stump Removal
Lic. & Insured 817-371-8597

I MOW 4 YOU

Lawn care &
prune bushes.
20 yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates
for Scheduled
Seasonal Lawn mowing.

817-988-2249

Insured For Your Protection
• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding
• Systematic Tree Feeding
Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Celebrating the Holidays Together, Even
When We’re Apart
From the City of Benbrook

As we approach the holiday season, residents may be curious to know if the City of
Benbrook is hosting the usual celebrations.
Given continued concerns about exposure
to COVID-19, and the significant lead time and
financial commitment required to host events,
city leaders have decided to suspend the annual
Christmas Tree Lighting and Fireworks Show
that typically occurs early December.
Also suspended will be pictures with Santa
and Mrs. Claus. While these fun events often
bring us physically together as a community,
we know that real community togetherness
occurs in our homes and neighborhoods each
day when we pull together, lend a hand, and
generously give of ourselves in meeting the
challenges of this difficult year.
This year, like no other, Benbrook residents, businesses, and organizations have
adjusted in creative and helpful ways to face
unprecedented demands. In addition, the City
of Benbrook and our community partner organizations have adapted to new, safer ways of
serving our community, remaining accessible,
and continuing our commitment to exceptional
customer service. As we celebrate the holidays
this year, let’s remember that Benbrook works

together, even when we’re apart.
“This season, I encourage our residents to
remember that we can still celebrate together in
spirit,” says Benbrook Mayor Jerry Dittrich.
“Let’s keep the celebration alive in our hearts,
and hopefully we will soon come together
again as a community. On behalf of your city
council, we wish you safe and happy holidays!”
Though we won’t be gathering, residents
may enjoy the community Christmas Tree in
Dutch Branch Park (behind the YMCA), the
holiday
banners
along
Benbrook
Boulevard/U.S. 377 coming soon, and the
lighted trees on the south end of the boulevard.
And, in the spirit of coming together in times of
need, look for details on the Fire Department
holiday food drive coming soon.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing.
No job too Big/Small Sr. Discounts
817-793-9096.

Advanced Tree Services

• Big Tree Removal (big/small) • Perfection Trimming •
Debris Removal • Stump Grinding • Shrub Trimming •
Fire Wood • Senior Discount.
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

www.NorthTexasTree.com

817-249-8733

Tree
Service

Mention This
Ad. for
Discount

Benbrooks
#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Our service includes:
• Large Tree Experts
Full Tree Service
• Stump Removal

817-249-YARD(9273)

www.c3lawnandtree.com
Fully Insured

SERVICES PROVIDED

MR. SWEEPS
Chimney Cleaning

Fall Special!
$10 OFF

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning

www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

Joleen
Gray Skipworth

Thinking of selling, buying
or renting a home?
Call Me!

817-932-3543

A History of Thanksgiving
Texas History Minute

In what has most certainly been one of the
most unusual years in memory, the nation will
mark Thanksgiving once again on this fourth
Thursday in November. It is part of a long tradition that has spanned many generations, including
historical parallels in Texas.
Perhaps the most notable Thanksgiving feast
was that of the Pilgrims at the Plymouth Colony
on Nov. 22, 1621. It had been a difficult year for
the English settlers who had arrived in
Massachusetts the previous November. The
Wampanoag tribe, which controlled most of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, made offers of
friendship to the Pilgrims, sharing their food as the
colonists struggled through the winter and then
taught them about raising crops in the area.
After a bountiful harvest that fall, the Pilgrims
decided to organize a feast to give thanks to God
for their good fortune. In the spirit of gratitude, the
Wampanoags were invited to join them in what
became a three-day feast. The meal was quite different than the usual fare seen on American tables
today. Using what was available locally, they ate
swans, seals, deer, fish, and lobsters.
Such celebrations to give thanks to God were
not unusual among Europeans in general during
that time period. By the time of the famous 1621
Thanksgiving at the Plymouth Colony, other feasts
to give thanks had occurred already in other parts
of the nation.
In 1541, Spanish conquistador Francisco
Vazquez de Coronado had a special Thanksgiving
Mass held for him and his men not far from what
is now Amarillo and the Palo Duro Canyon in celebration of their good fortune.
In 1565, Spanish conquistadores led by Pedro
Menendez de Avile at the settlement of St.
Augustine, Florida, held a special Roman Catholic
mass and later a feast to give thanks to God for
their safe arrival. They invited members of the
local Timucua tribe to join them.
In 1598, more than 500 Spanish colonists led
by Don Juan de Onate arrived at San Elizario, near
modern-day El Paso, and had a special day to give
thanks for their own good fortune. This has led
some to claim San Elizario as the site of the First
Thanksgiving.
As for the Pilgrims, the Plymouth colonists
and the tribes did not repeat the occasion in 1622.
In 1623, after a difficult year of droughts that
threatened the crops, late rains rescued the harvest. As it proved to be much more bountiful than
expected, the colonists again had a celebration to
give thanks that November. Tragically, relations
with the Wampanoag tribe deteriorated in the
ensuing decades with the initial gestures of friendship forgotten and the tribe shattered by war.
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Nevertheless, New England residents would continue to have periodic Thanksgiving observances
in the years afterward, often organized by the local
churches.
In spite of a few instances of Thanksgiving
observances in the South, it did not catch on as an
annual observance as it did in New England. The
tradition, however, spread northward into the
British colonies in Canada, where observances
remained mostly local until the late 1800s. It was
established as an official national holiday in
Canada in 1957, and because of Canada’s shorter
growing season, on the second Monday in
October.
New York became the first state to declare
Thanksgiving a holiday, starting in 1817. Efforts
were made to make it a national holiday in the
1820s, led by noted writer and educator Sarah
Josepha Hale of New Hampshire. Up until the
Civil War, the date of Thanksgiving was left to the
states and made more of a local observance. Dates
for Thanksgiving ranged from early October
through the end of December.
In 1863, Secretary of State William H. Seward
convinced President Abraham Lincoln to make it
a national holiday on the last Thursday in
November. Lincoln announced the holiday as a
day to give thanks to God for the blessings the
nation had and added that all Americans should
remember the widows and orphans the war created.
In 1941, the holiday officially became the
fourth Thursday in November from that point
onward. President Harry Truman started the tradition of pardoning one turkey for Thanksgiving in
1947.
Other
nations
have
also
adopted
Thanksgiving, inspired by the American example.
Liberia, which was founded by former American
slaves, marks Thanksgiving as the first Thursday
in November, dating back to 1821. Brazil made
the fourth Thursday in November its
Thanksgiving holiday in 1966 after their ambassador to the United States saw the American holiday
firsthand.
Turkey sales have topped $1 billion annually
in the past few years. Many churches and communities still continue with the initial spirit of
Thanksgiving by reaching out to the poor and
homeless with food drives and community
Thanksgiving meals prepared and served by volunteers.
Though the coronavirus pandemic may dampen many travel plans and gatherings out of precautions for public health, millions of Americans will
still pause to consider what they are thankful for.

VFW Post 10429 Parade; Benbrook Residents Find Fun Ways
to Pass the Time and Help Neighbors
Suburban Newspapers, Inc
Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt
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Members of Scout Troop 519 and the
American Legion helped a Benbrook residence clear overgrown foliage along Vernon
Castle on Saturday, Nov. 21.
Over 125 feet of brush, 4 feet wide over 12
feet high was stacked across the street.
Volunteers raked, picked up and bagged close
to 25 bags of 55 gallon capacity bags of leaves
and debris.
Volunteers included Troop 519 members
David and Jon Tijerina, Bobby Pierce and
Tyler Bandera; from the American Legion, Joe
Pugliano and Gabby and Suds Bernier; and
from the American Legion Auxillary and
Pictured above: I observed this amazing
Driving a convertible in the parade was Benbrook Council member, Renee Franklin.
flyer cruising around Benbrook Lake on a gorPast post 10429 Commander Jerry Grantgeous day.
land with his passengers, Judy McKinney,
Department Jr. Vice Commander Lynn
Pictured below: Rick and Gaylen Trinkle
Toomer and Post 10429 Commander Paul
were out walking their dogs Sadie and Ringo
Sights.
on a lovely day in the community.

Karen Toomer and Mia Smith enjoy the
beautiful weather during the parade.
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Benbrook Water
Authority Seeks
Advisory Committee
Applicants

The Board of Directors of the Benbrook Water
Authority is accepting applications from citizens
interested in serving on the Authority’s Capital
Improvements Advisory Committee.
Applicants must be registered voters in the
City of Benbrook, and must have resided in the
City for one year before the date of appointment
(Jan. 1, 2021).
The Advisory Committee performs several
functions including reviewing the capital
improvements plan and filing written comments,
and advising the Board of the need to update or
revise the land use assumptions, capital improvements plan, and impact fee.
Interested citizens can pick up an application
at the Authority’s office located at 1121 Mercedes
St., Benbrook or download a form at www.benbrookwater.com and return it to the BWA office.
Residents involved in real estate, development, or building industries are encouraged to
apply.
Applications must be received no later than 5
p.m. on Dec. 4, 2020.

Shop Small
Businesses
Saturday, Nov. 28
Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

Small Business Saturday is scheduled for
Saturday, Nov. 28. This nationwide effort is
poised to direct retail traffic and revenue to
small businesses.
The idea for this special day is to encourage people to shop small during the postThanksgiving weekend and support their local
economies. It has become a holiday shopping
traditional dedicated to supporting all kinds of
businesses, from the corner store, to your
favorite local restaurant, to your neighborhood
comic book shop, and everything in between!

Happy
Thanksgiving!
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THREE DAY WEEKEND
FORECAST
Friday, Nov. 27:

AM - Mostly cloudy, with a high near
63. W/NW wind 5-10mph becoming N
in the morning. Winds could gust as
high as 20mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%.
PM - A 40% chance of showers.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46.
North wind around 10mph, with gusts
as high as 20 mph.

Saturday, Nov. 28:

AM - A 50% chance of showers.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 59.
PM - A 30% chance of showers.
Partly cloudy, with a low around 40.

Sunday, Nov. 29:

AM - A 20 % chance of showers.
Mostly sunny, with a high near 58.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around
36.

EXTENDED FORECAST: CLICK HERE

