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Benbrook Council Action by John English
Council Approves Ambulance

Sale, Insurance Contracts and
Budget Allocations

The Benbrook City Council meeting was held on Oct. 16 as
scheduled. Mayor Jason Ward called the meeting to order. An in-
vocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Time was then allowed for citizen comments on any agenda
item, but there were none. The minutes from the previous meeting
held on Oct. 2 were then approved unanimously.

The first item of the evening was a motion to consider approval
of a resolution declaring four ambulances as surplus and authoriz-
ing their sale. The ambulances have been decommissioned and the
Fort Worth Fire Department has expressed interest in purchasing
the vehicles. The FWPD has made an offer of $240,000 for all four
ambulances with no associated fees. The resolution was approved
unanimously.

Next up was a motion to deny an Oncor Rate Change Applica-
tion. According to the agenda, once the resolution is adopted,
Oncor will have 30 days to appeal the decision to the Public Utility
Commission of Texas (“PUC”) where the appeal will be consoli-
dated with Oncor’s filing (PUC Docket No. 58306) currently pend-
il’lg at the PUC. All cities with (continued on page 5)

From the City of Benbrook

Benbrook to Host Nov. 8§
Open House for Future
Playground Designs

The City of Benbrook is inviting residents to participate in shap-
ing the future of two popular local playgrounds, Castle Park and
Robot Park, by attending an Open House scheduled for Saturday,
Novw. 8.

The event will take place from 2 to 4 p.m. at Dutch Branch Park,
in the area where Castle Park and Robot Park are located.

City officials will present new design concepts for updated play-
ground equipment and seek public input on elements to include in
the redesign. The goal is to keep the parks’ beloved themes while
creating more inclusive and engaging play experiences for all chil-
dren.

This is a great opportunity for the community to help design the
next generation of play. The community’s input will ensure the new
equipment reflects Benbrook’s creativity, inclusivity, and spirit of
adventure.

The updated plans are expected to modernize the parks while
preserving their familiar castle and robot themes.

For more information about the event, residents can contact
ecox(@benbrook-tx.gov

From the Sports Desk with John English

Bobcat Football Stays Perfect in District,
Lady Cat Volleyball Clinches Sixth Straight Title

The BMHS football team improved to 2-0 in district competition
with a strong defensive effort, defeating Godley by a score of 35-
14. The Bobcats moved to 4-3 overall on the season with the vic-
tory, and coach Cody Slater said his team revealed glimpses of how
great it can actually be against the Wildcats.

“I'm super proud of how our team competed on Friday night
versus Godley,” Slater said. “We showed toughness and at times
executed the best we have all year. Our defense played lights out
for most the game creating six turnovers. We have a few areas we
have to clean up. We had too many penalties and we have to get

that fixed. But we are excited to be sitting at 2-0 in district play and
we look forward to a good week of preparation to get ready for
Hillsboro.”

Benbrook will host the Eagles at 4 p.m. tonight, and Slater said
his team will have it's hands full.

“Hillsboro is a physical team that plays with lots of energy,”
Slater said. “They have a couple guys that can really fly. We expect
them to come in and give us their best shot. For us, it’s about fo-
cusing on what we can control, playing disciplined, playing fast,
limit the penalties and staying to- (continued on page 4)
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APPLIANCE REPAIR

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE GARAGE SALE

|Callahans . .
Appliance Inc ‘n-tiome
Sele s Servies s Pars D e€rvice

1 wow!
Scratch & Dent, Re-
conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404 .

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor « Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
1s too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN
HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S

We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
W
modeling, painting, plumbing drains lines cleared,
& Fencing, reasonable. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-
233-5339

HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING
Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE w/LOW PAYMENTS.
WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE
ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Disc. 817-793-9096.

76116

: Meadows Garage Sale [
i Several Houses :
| Meadowside Dr off of Williams Rd. |
iy  Fri. to Sun. - Oct 17-19 8am-4 pm :

am—.
IM 4Y e W
OW 4 YOU @i
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249

TREE SERVICE

Bella Ranch Community Garage Sale
12800 Bella Sereno Ct., Fort Worth
(south of Benbrook off Hwy 377)
Friday and Saturday, October 17-18
Gate open from 8:00-3:00 each day

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming ¢ Removals ¢ Stump Grinding

* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed —
FREE ESTIMATES Now lelnlg!
Cashier & Packing Person.
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201 Apply to Vending N§t Company,
WANTED 2222 Montgomery St. 76107
Apply in person only!

Wanted ..I Will pay Cash for Nice, Used,
Travel trailer, clean 18’ to 35’
Call 682-214-2270
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OEztuary

Honey Anne Lee, 78, of
White Settlement, Texas,
passed away on Oct. 18,
2025.

A memorial service cele-
brating Honey’s life will be
held Saturday, October 25,
2025, at 2 p.m. at Trinity
Bible Church in Willow
Park, Texas.

She was born on Sept.
29, 1947, in Dallas, Texas,
and graduated from Merkel
High School. Honey went

on to earn both her bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees from Texas Christian University.

Honey dedicated more than forty years to education as a
teacher, coach, At-Risk Coordinator, and administrator at Lake
Worth and Brewer High Schools. Her sharp mind and insight
made her a respected leader and mentor. Her passion for helping
students stay in school, graduate, and succeed changed countless
lives. Through her selfless service, quiet sacrifice, and spirited
wit, she made a lasting impact on everyone she met.

She was a proud member of Delta Kappa Gamma, an organi-
zation supporting women educators, and Wesley United Methodist
Church, where her faith and community involvement were central
to her life.

Honey was a devoted TCU Horned Frogs fan, proudly wearing
her purple and cheering them on through every season. Even more
than her love for the Frogs, her greatest joy in life was her family,
especially her son, Derek. She was his number one fan, never mis-
sing a baseball game, school event, or milestone. Her love and de-
votion to her son, daughter-in-law, and grandchildren were
boundless. Honey adored Ella, Graham, and Cora, showering
them with love and support, and taking great pride in all their ad-
ventures.

She was preceded in death by her beloved grandparents Frank
and Annie Wilson, her mother Mamie Steck, and her brother Rus-
sell Steck.

Honey is survived by: her son, Derek Lee, his wife, Larissa,
and their children, Ella, Graham, and Cora of Willow Park, Texas;
her brother, Don Lovelady, and wife, Sharon, of North Richland
Hills; her sister, Cyndi Trawick, and husband, Tim, of Abilene;
her brother, Michael Steck; her former husband, Robert Lee, of
Crowley. She is also survived by niece, Leanne Nassoy, and hus-
band, Shane; nephews, Kyle Lovelady, and wife Kelli; Bret Love-
lady, and wife, Allison; nieces, Rikki Lally and Kacy Casady;
nephew, Shane Trawick; along with many beloved grand and
great-grand nieces and nephews.

Honey Anne Lee
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From the City of Benbrook
Early Voting Going on Now!

Early voting for the City of Benbrook’s General Election began
Monday, Oct. 20, and continues through Friday, Oct. 31, giving res-
idents the opportunity to cast ballots ahead of Election Day on
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2025.

Voters will elect a Mayor (Place 1) and City Council members
for Places 3, 5, and 7. Benbrook voters may cast ballots at any Tar-
rant County Vote Center during early voting or on Election Day.

Local early voting sites include:

* Benbrook Community Center, 228 San Angelo Ave., Ben-
brook, TX 76126

* Tarrant County Elections Center, 2700 Premier St., Fort Worth,
TX 76111

Early voting hours are as follows:

Oct. 20-24 (Mon—Fri1): 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Oct. 25 (Saturday): 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Oct. 26 (Sunday): 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Oct. 27-31 (Mon—Fri1): 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

A full list of early voting sites in Tarrant County can be found
at tarrantcountytx.gov.

From 4PAWS & Benbrook Animal Shelter
Deno Deserves a

Home for the Holldays'

friendly Catahoula mix who is ap- |
proximately 8 months old, and J§8
weighs 41 pounds. With those ears, |
he hears you saying how cute he is! §

Please come see this sweetheart &
at the Benbrook Shelter, 469 Win- [
scott Rd. Tuesday through Friday
from10 a.m. to 3 p.m. or Saturday
10 am. to 2 p.m.

Visit www.4pawsinc.org or call §
4 PAWS volunteers Ursula at 817-
262-3086, or Lynda at 682-279-
0760 to set up a meet-and-greet or
to get more information about any |
of the dogs available.

Subscribe to the Benbrook News

CLICK HERE!
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gether for four quarters. If we do those things, we’ll give ourselves
a great chance to be successful.”

Over at Western Hills, the Cougars lost to Decatur by a score of
70-7 on Friday night in a game where coach Blake Moilan said his
team fought until the very end.

“Decatur is a very good football team,” Moilan said. “They
came out and took it to us and we didn’t really have an answer. |
was proud of the kids for playing hard, and we got on the score-
board late in the game. Our kids never quit playing and we are
proud of that.”

Western Hills will host Springtown at 7:30 p.m. this evening,
and Moilan said it will be another challenging contest.

“Having Decatur and Springtown back-to-back is tough,” Moi-
lan said. “Springtown is a physical team that is also very good. We
want to go out and play a physical game and compete with the Por-
cupines.”

On the court, the Benbrook volleyball team claimed it's sixth
straight district championship last Tuesday and how has its sight
set on an undefeated district season.

Coach Frances Davies said the victory over Eastern Hills last
Tuesday was a good team effort.

“Overall, the girls performed really well,” Davies said. “While
we did win in three, Eastern Hills definitely put up a bigger fight
than last time and we had to play with a lot more of a strategy/men-
tal-based game as opposed to just swinging away. We had some lit-
tle hiccups here and there but managed to reset and refocus to make
it 10-0 in district.”

Davies said he had one player in particular really step up in the
game for the Bobcats last Tuesday.

“Ennie Troge, libero, is really making a huge showing for us,”
Davies said. “The kid is everywhere the other teams don’t want her.
She manages to keep plays alive or pick up balls that nobody else
would. She runs that back row for us and is a major piece of our
success. She is involved in just about every play and makes it very
easy for us to setup our offense and be successful.”

From the Benbrook Police Department

House Watch Program

The Benbrook Police Department provides a House Watch pro-
gram that enables residents to notify patrol personnel of short-term
absences from their homes. Homeowners can complete a House
Watch form with basic information regarding the duration of the
stay, vehicles, pets, emergency contacts, etc. The information is
passed on to officers who will periodically provide extra patrol dur-
ing the designated time period.

The application can be downloaded from the City website, but
it must be submitted in person to the Police Department at 1080
Mercedes St. For more information, call 817-249-1610.
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From Tarrant County College

Senior Education Program

Tarrant County College (TCC) Senior Education classes offer a variety
of personal enrichment topics customized for adults aged 55+.
Eligibility for Participation

If you’re 55 years of age and older before the starting date of the

classes, you are eligible.

There are no citizenship, residency, or educational requirements to en-

roll.
Costs & Refunds

One $20 registration fee per semester allows you to enroll in as many
Senior Education classes as you choose at one or all of our campuses.
Some special event courses may have an additional fee.

Tuition Exemption

Senior education classes are not eligible for the Texas resident 65 and

older tuition exemption.

Class Schedule & Changes
The 10-week sessions are offered each fall and spring. Classes have no
tests or grades. Browse upcoming classes online in MyTCCTrack's Instant

Enrollment.

Change Your Schedule

You may change your schedule online prior to the first day of class.
After the first day, you must contact an office on the campus where the
class(es) is/are scheduled.

Changes are made on a space-available basis only. No changes can be
made after the second class period.

Register for Classes

Register and pay for
upcoming Senior Edu-
cation  classes in
MyTCCTrack's Instant
Enrollment. There are
no limits on the number
of classes for which
you can register.

For help, learn how
to register for Lifestyle
and Community Learn-
ing classes.

Parking Permits

Parking permits are
only required for
classes on Trinity River
Campus or Trinity
River East. Park in the
spaces marked by the
white lines.
Questions?

Contact the Life-
style and Community
Learning department.

Tarrant County Col-
lege Northwest Cam-
pus, Senior Education

Office, WCTS 1207,
4801 Marine Creek
Parkway, 817-515-

7759.

Legal Notice

Application has been made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a
Mixed Beverage Permit (MP) by REPUB
LK Inc, DBA Al's 1187 Bar & Grill to be
located at 3969 FM 1187 Ste 210-220
Crowley TX 76036.

Owner of business: Amanda Parker.

Legal Notice

Application has been made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Wine
and Malt Beverage Retailers Permit and a
Food and Beverage Permit by Keith Armand
dba Catfish Station LLC is located at 4158
E. Rosedale St. ste B Fort Worth TX, 76105.
In Tarrant County Texas.

The owner and manager 1s Keith Armand.

White Settlement
Historical Museum

8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday
http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
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Mary Isham Keith Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution C oun Cil A cti on

A “Real Daughter” Brings History to Life
for Local DAR Chapter

Pictured (I-r) are: Laura Tauzel (portray-
ing Susan Spratt Polk Rayner) and Regent
Pat Sinclair.

Members of the Mary Isham Keith
Chapter, National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR), were treated
to a lively journey through history when
“Real Daughter” Susan Spratt Polk Rayner,
portrayed by Laura Tauzel, paid a visit dur-
ing the group’s September meeting.

In front of 45 members, prospective
members, and guests, Tauzel brought Mrs.
Rayner’s remarkable story to life with
humor, historical detail, and a touch of the-
atrical flair. Mrs. Rayner was one of only
four “Real Daughters” who were members
of Texas DAR chapters, a rare distinction
that makes her legacy especially meaning-
ful.

Every DAR member can trace her line-
age to a patriot who served in the American
Revolution. But a “Real Daughter” held an
extraordinary connection: she was not only
a DAR member herself but the actual
daughter of a Revolutionary War soldier or
patriot.

Tauzel’s presentation featured the “Trav-

eling Trunk,” a hands-on history collection
filled with photos, artifacts, and replicas, in-
cluding a copy of the DAR publication “My
Father Was a Soldier... DAR Real Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution,” which
documents the stories of 767 Real Daugh-
ters across the nation.

Following the program, Chapter Regent
Pat Sinclair announced her Regent’s Proj-
ect: the installation of an America 250! Pa-
triot Marker at Fort Worth’s historic
Oakwood Cemetery, final resting place of
Susan Spratt Polk Rayner. The marker will
honor the men and women who supported
the American Revolution as the nation cele-
brates its 250th anniversary.

The DAR is a non-political women’s
service organization dedicated to historic
preservation, education, and patriotism.
Members across the country contribute mil-
lions of volunteer hours each year to their
communities.

To learn more about membership in the
Mary Isham Keith Chapter, email mikre-
gent2025@gmail.com

(continued from page 1)

original jurisdiction will need to adopt the
Resolution by Oct. 29. The motion was ap-
proved unanimously by the Benbrook City
Council.

The next item of the evening was a mo-
tion to adopt Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax
Distributions for the fiscal year 2025-26.
Requests for 2025-26 include an advertising
budget (as required by state law at 14.2 per-
cent) of $25,600. Total requests were
$177,512, and the requests were approved
unanimously.

Next up was a motion to accept an Em-
ployee Health Insurance contract with
Cigna. Cigna's initial proposed rate created
a 19.37 percent increase, but Benbrook ne-
gotiated thre rate increase down to 9 percent.
There would by no changes in services,
benefits, co-payments and deductibles. A
one-year insurance contract was approved
unanimously with Cigna.

Next was a motion to approve a dental
insurance contract with Cigna. The pro-
posed renewal from Cigna would include a
5.81 percent increase in rates, and would in-
clude no changes to services, benefits, co-
pays or deductibles. The contract was
approved unanimously.

The next item was a proposal for a re-
newal of the Tyler Technologies Finance and
Municipal Court Solution Software. The
City has used the software since July of
1998. The renewal was approved unani-
mously in the amount of $52,842.59.

The next item was a proposal to consider
approval of the renewal of Sam Houston
State University CRIMES software in the
amount of $55,650. The renewal was ap-
proved unanimously.

Time was then allowed for informal cit-
1zen comments, but there were none.

Time was then allowed for council
member and staff comments, and council
member Renee Franklin reminded resident's
of a few Halloween-related events, and
member Keith Tiner reminded residents that
it is election season.

The meeting was then adjourned.
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October Is Fire Prevention Month: A Time to Take Action

Each October, fire safety organizations across the country emphasize
the importance of home fire prevention through a month-long observance
culminating in Fire Prevention Week, held this year Oct. 5-11. The National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) leads the effort with education, aware-
ness campaigns and resources for families, schools and fire departments
nationwide.

A Legacy of Prevention

Fire Prevention Week dates back to the early 1920s. In 1922, the NFPA
first sponsored Fire Prevention Week, and in 1925, President Calvin Cool-
idge declared it a national observance. The timing was chosen to commem-
orate the Great Chicago Fire, which began Oct. 8, 1871, and caused
devastating loss of lives and property. Today, Fire Prevention Week remains
the longest-running public health observance in the United States.

While Fire Prevention Week is a designated “spike” for public educa-
tion, October as a whole is observed as Fire Prevention Month. Throughout
the month, local fire departments, school systems and community groups
host open houses, safety demonstrations and awareness drives to reinforce
fire safety habits.

2025 Theme: “Charge Into Fire Safety”

The NFPA’s theme for Fire Prevention Week 2025 is “Charge into Fire
Safety™: Lithium-Ion Batteries in Your Home.”

Because lithium-ion batteries power so many of our everyday devices,
the campaign encourages people to adopt safer practices when buying,
charging and disposing of them.

Key messages from the NFPA include:

* BUY only listed products. Look for certification marks from recog-
nized testing labs (for example, UL, ETL, or CSA). Avoid uncertified or
counterfeit batteries and chargers.

* CHARGE devices safely. Use manufacturer-recommended cables,
place devices on hard, noncombustible surfaces (not on a bed or couch),
and avoid overcharging or charging overnight without supervision.

* RECYCLE batteries responsibly. Never toss lithium-ion batteries in
the trash or standard recycling bins, they can ignite. Use designated battery
recycling locations. (A good resource is Call2Recycle, which helps con-
sumers find drop-off sites.)

Know the Risks: Alarms, Cooking & More

In addition to battery safety, NFPA offers a wide range of fire prevention
tips for the home. Among the key facts:

* Nearly three in five home fire fatalities occur in homes with no smoke

Ginger Brown's

yme Restaurant & Ba k
e

1-
Open 7 Days a Week! b
Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135

817-237-2114

oM

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!

alarms or in homes where alarms aren’t functioning.

* Although almost all U.S. households now have at least one smoke
alarm, 61% report testing them less often than recommended.

* Cooking remains the leading cause of home fires and fire-related in-
juries. Unattended cooking is a major contributor.

» Halloween decorations pose additional fire risks. The NFPA advises
keeping decorations away from open flames, ensuring exits remain clear,
and using flame-resistant materials when possible.

Smart Tips for Fire Prevention at Home

To make October more than just a countdown, here are practical, ac-
tionable steps drawn from NFPA resources:

* Install and maintain smoke alarms. Place alarms on every level of your
home, inside and outside bedrooms. Test them monthly, replace batteries
at least twice a year, and retire any alarm older than 10 years.

* Plan and practice escape routes. Make sure every household member
knows two ways out of each room and agree on a meeting place outside.
Practice drills periodically.

» Stay alert while cooking. Keep pot holders and flammable items away
from stovetops. Never leave cooking unattended, and keep children and
pets at a safe distance while cooking.

* Be cautious with heating devices. Keep portable heaters at least three
feet away from anything that can burn. Turn them off before leaving the
room.

* Use fire-safe holiday decorations. For Halloween or fall décor, avoid
placing materials near candles or heating vents. Keep exits clear.

* Inspect cords and appliances. Replace damaged electrical cords, avoid
overloading outlets, and unplug appliances when not in use.

Join the Effort

Fire Prevention Month and Fire Prevention Week are opportunities for
community engagement. Local fire departments often host events such as
open houses, school visits, fire safety fairs, and demonstrations.

Many fire safety tip sheets and outreach materials are available free
from the NFPA web site for public distribution.

As we move through October, it’s important to remember that fire safety
is a year-round commitment. By investing a little time now in checking
alarms, updating habits, and raising awareness, households across the coun-
try can make their homes safer.

For more information and downloadable materials, visit NFPA’s fire
prevention resources online.

Home
Cooking
Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3pm

4705 River Oaks Blvd,
Fort Worth, TX 76114

817-378-9262

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3 pm
4902 US-377,
Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-244-1372
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges

When a Wrong Turn Made History:
The Texas Pilot Who Acc1dentally Flew Across the Atlantic

“WRONG WAY”

DOUGLAS

CORRIGAN

Accidents happen. People make wrong turns. Sometimes these end
badly, sometimes not. One supposed wrong turn became part of an
aviation legend. And with it, Texas native Douglas Corrigan became
known for one of the most bizarre feats in aviation history, the trans-
atlantic flight that went the wrong way.

Douglas Corrigan was born in Galveston in 1907, less than four
years after the Wright Brothers completed their historic first flight. His
father was an engineer, and the family moved often. But his home life
was fractious, and his parents divorced when he was still young. Even-
tually, he ended up with his mother, sister, and brother in Los Angeles.

He dropped out of high school as a teenager and took odd jobs in
construction. In 1925, he happened across a pilot offering plane rides
for $2.50. Curious, Corrigan paid the fee, hopped into the Curtiss JN-
4 Jenny, and instantly fell in love with flying. He began taking lessons,
and five months later, he was a licensed pilot.

Not long after he earned his license, he began working for the Ryan
Aircraft Co. in San Diego, California. He helped assemble Charles
Lindbergh’s custom-built Spirit of St. Louis that would later be used
for the historic first transatlantic flight in May 1927. In the meantime,
Corrigan continued to perfect his own piloting skills. He eventually
began performing aerial stunts in company airplanes on his lunch
breaks, much to the frustration of his employers.

After the success of Lindbergh’s flight, Corrigan decided he wanted
to replicate the feat on his own. He spent several years taking various
jobs as an aircraft mechanic and pilot. In 1933, he bought a used Cur-
tiss Robin OX-5 for $300. The plane was a mess, but Corrigan rebuilt
it and modified it over the next several years for his flight.

In 1935, he applied for clearance to take his OX-5 across the sea
from New York to Ireland non-stop. Aviation officials in New York
immediately declared the plane unfit for the flight, citing a number of
structural and mechanical problems. But he was cleared to fly the plane
back to California. After two years of repairs and extensive modifica-
tions, Corrigan applied repeatedly, but his plane was rejected each
time.

In July 1938, he flew from California to New York hoping to re-
ceive permission to finally make the flight. Somewhere during the 27-
hour flight, a fuel leak developed. After he landed, he was refused

again. He spent several days making repairs, and at 5 a.m. on July 17,
he departed from New York and headed east. Along the way, the fuel
started leaking into the cockpit, forcing Corrigan to punch a hole in
the floor of the plane with a screwdriver to let the fuel escape safely.
He arrived in Ireland 28 hours later. Bewildered Irish authorities were
caught completely by surprise by his arrival. He claimed that his com-
pass was broken and that he flew above the clouds and never realized
he was flying over the ocean so he never noticed his “mistake.” He
apologized profusely for the misunderstanding.

For safety reasons, all pilots must file a flight plan with federal avi-
ation authorities before each flight. Corrigan’s flight plan stated he in-
tended to fly back to California. In response, Corrigan’s license was
suspended for two weeks, the exact time it took to ship his plane back
home, by boat.

After the news broke, The New York Post ran the headline “Hail
Wrong Way Corrigan” in reverse. When he arrived back in the United
States, he was treated to a ticker-tape parade before a throng of well-
wishers estimated by newspapers at close to a million people.

Flights across the Atlantic were not so unusual by this point. Wiley
Post, himself a Texas native, had completed the same trip in 1931; and
Amelia Earhart became the first woman to make the flight in 1932.
Seaplanes regularly crossed the Atlantic, while Zeppelin airships, the
German hydrogen-filled blimps, made routine flights across the Atlan-
tic by the mid-1930s. “Wrong Way” Corrigan was the fourth to fly
from New York to Ireland non-stop in a fixed-wing aircraft, but the
circumstances with his misdirection, humility, and broken-down air-
craft won the hearts of millions.

Whether the flight to Europe was planned or whether it really was
an accident has been debated for many years. Corrigan nevertheless
insisted throughout his entire life that the flight was an accident, at
least publicly. “Honest, I meant to fly to California,” he said with a
shrug.

He took the jokes and the good-natured ribbing in stride. He pub-
lished an autobiography within months of his flight titled “That’s My
Story” and even endorsed a “Wrong-Way” novelty watch that ran
backward. In 1939, he starred in a movie about his life called The Fly-
ing Irishman.

After the acclaim of his trip faded, Corrigan returned to a simple
life. During World War II, Corrigan quietly served as a test pilot for
the Army Air Force and delivered new planes to forward bases as part
of the Air Transport Command.

After the war, he worked as a commercial pilot. He stepped away
from aviation as a career by 1950 and bought an orange grove in Cali-
fornia. He married and had three children who followed his love of
flight. He sold the orange grove to developers after his wife died in 1966
and settled into semi-retirement. Tragically, one of his sons, also a pilot,
died in a plane crash in 1972.

Corrigan died in December 1995 in California at age 87, beloved
by family and friends. The plane from his famed transatlantic flight is
on display at the Planes of Fame Museum in Chino, California.
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Weekend Forecast

Friday, Oct. 24:

AM - A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 81. South
wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. Chance of precipitation is $07%.

PM - Showers and possibly a thunderstorm. Low around 62. Southeast wind around 10 mph.

Chance of precipitation is 907%.

Saturday, Oct. 29:

AM - Showers and possibly a thunderstorm before 4pm, then showers likely. High near 74.
South southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 80%.
PM - A chance of showers and thunderstorms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 98.
North wind around 5 mph becoming south after midnight. Chance of precipitation is 407%.

Sunday, Oct. 26:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 75. W/NW wind around 5 mph becoming south in the
afternoon.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 60.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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