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White Settlement Library &
Historical Museum Secure
Grant to Preserve and Digitize
Bomber News Archives

Pictured (I-r) are: Carol Davis, White Settlement Historical Mu-
seum Manager; Kathryn King, White Settlement Library Librarian;
Sandra Rosas, White Settlement Library Librarian; Dr. Ana
Krahmer, UNT Libraries Director, Digital Newspaper Program;
Ashley Rainwater, UNT student; and Suzy Houpt, White Settle-
ment Historical Museum Vice President.

The White Settlement Library, in partnership with the White
Settlement Historical Museum and the University of North Texas
Libraries, has been awarded a competitive grant from the Texas
State Library and Archives Commission for State Fiscal Year 2026.

This exciting project will digitize the complete archive of the
White Settlement Bomber News, years 1957 through 2020, more
than 30,000 pages of rich local history! Last week, members of the
Library and Museum had an opportunity to visit the digitization of-
fice at UNT where this work will be done.

Once digitized, the archive will be accessible to everyone
through the Portal to Texas History, ensuring long-term preserva-
tion and convenience for researchers and more, with full access ex-
pected by mid-2026.

This project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute
of Museum and Library Services (Texas State Library and Archives
Commission, (Grant # LS-259205-OLS-25). *(2025)

From the Sports Desk with John English

BHS Senior Ethan Maddy
in Pursuit of Varsity
Starting Position

swing, players are working extra hard to try
to claim a starting spot on next year's varsity
squad.

Brewer's Ethan Maddy is one of those
players, an incoming senior who gained
some varsity experience in 2025, and is look-

ing for more in 2026.
Coach Art Senato said Maddy showed some real promise last

season.

“Ethan played some first base, pitched relief and ran the bases
for us,” Senato said. “His defense was really good and he was ef-
fective out of the bullpen.”

Maddy, 17, said that 2025 was particularly pleasing for him be-
cause his team defied expectations.

“I was satisfied due to the fact that others around us projected us
to not make playoffs and we were motivated to prove them wrong,”
Maddy said. “Additionally, when we pulled Grapevine in first round
of the playoffs, we didn’t let that stop us from playing our best base-
ball.”

Maddy said his goals heading into the season were to be a starter
at first, get stronger in the weight room and be able to help his team
on the mound. (story continued on page 3)
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CLASSIFIEDS

AIR & HEATING

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT

“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor « Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
& much more. Free Est. §17-249-2028

modeling, painting, plumbing drains lines cleared,
& Fencing, reasonable. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-
233-5339

HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS.

WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

White Settlement
Historical Museum
8320 Hanon Drive -
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

'Callahans

Appliance Inc In-Home
Sales ¢ Service ¢ Parts Seerce
Huge - et S. v}g%w R
1 EAAR ! it t, Re-
jance SANEE T e
20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404 »

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

o

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE
ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf

removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Disc. 817-793-9096.

SERVICES PROVIDED

Mr. Sweeps
’ Chimney Cleaning
Special!

I
( $10 OFF
/ Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
WWW.

MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

- )
Michael’s
PC SALES & SERV_lCE

£4Ts

Virus Removal & Upgrades,
Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges
A+, Network+ Certified

Follow Us!

call for an Appointment
817-945-comp(2667)
or 817-437-8580

facebook.com/
WSBomberNews

Lo
I MOW 4 YOU ﬁﬁ-"

Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249

TREE SERVICE

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming * Removals * Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Legal Notice

Application has been made with the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commission for a Wine and
Malt Beverage Retailer's Off Premise Permit
(BQ) by Golden Brentwood Inc., DBA
Golden Brent Mart to be located at 5400
Brentwood Stair Road, Fort Worth, Texas,
76112.

Manager of business: Kamak Sadeghi

Suburban Newspapers, Inc.

~ Veteran Owned ~
Publishers of the Benbrook News, River Oaks News and

White Settlement Bomber News

Boyden Underwood, Publisher: publisher@suburban-newspapers.com
Emily Moxley, Editor: suburbannews@sbcglobal.net

7820 Wyatt Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76108

suburban-newspapers.com

These newspapers are published and delivered digitally every Thursday.

Deadlines are Friday at 4 p.m., prior to the following Thursday’s edition.

The publisher/editor reserves the right to reject or edit all copy submitted for publication.
Advertising and Letters to the Editor do not necessarily reflect the opinions, editorial policies
or beliefs of the Publisher, Managing Editor or staff of Suburban Newspapers, Inc.

» All Letters to the Editor must not be over 250 words, and include the author’s name, ad-
dress and phone number. Only the name will be included.

* Yeas and Nays are limited to 50 words or less.

» Engagement Announcements must be published four weeks prior to the wedding.

» Wedding Announcements have a 350 word limit. Anniversaries are limited to 150 words.

* Obituaries are limited to 250 words and are $100.

Mistakes in stories or ads must be reported by Friday at 4 p.m. following Thursday’s edition
for corrections. Payment for advertising is due by 10 a.m. Monday.
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A BEAUTIFUL YARD IS

EASY AS

When it’s time to water, think 1,
2...zero. Twice a week if it’s hot
and dry, once a week if you need
a little water and zero if it’s been
raining. We can send you weekly
watering advice to tell you exactly
how much water your lawn
needs. Sign up for free at Water is
Awesome.com.
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“I got stronger and the majority of the time came in as my job of
being reliever and did what my team needed,” Maddy said. “Ho-
wever, I struggled at the plate to keep my starting spot at first.”

Maddy is part of the engineering program at BHS and a member
of the National Honor Society and said he tries to be a calming in-
fluence on the team.

“I want to be the teammate that wants others around me not to
stress too much about what is going on,” Maddy said. “If we’re in
a situation in the game and people near me seem super nervous |
want to be able to calm there nervousness and help give them con-
fidence and play like how they know it. If someone makes and error
and thoughts get in their head, I want to help get them out of it, cause
I used to be in those situations. I want to also make my teammates
enjoy our practices and morning lifts.”

Maddy likes to play guitar in his spare time, and said his father
initially introduced him to the sport of baseball.

“Before, I used to play basketball and enjoyed that,” Maddy said.
“However, I was still young at the time and my parents wanted me
to try multiple sports. I remember playing YMCA when [ was seven
and loved it so much. So I went into Western Hills Little League
where ['ve met a majority of my friends. What I find most appealing
is that the things I’ve learned in baseball also apply in my life, I’ve
learned how to forget my past mistakes and move on. In order to be
good at something, I need to work on that specific thing multiple
times until it becomes natural to me and much more.”

Maddy said his goals for next season are to gain 10-15 pounds,
gain three to five miles an hour on his velocity while still having a
good command on all of his pitches and to to get his timing down
and help his team “out in the box.”

Senato said he is looking forward to seeing what Maddy accom-
plishes this off-season next spring.

“He should compete for a starting spot at third base and first
base,” Senato said. “He will be a key pitcher for us. Not sure if he
will be a starter or a closer.”

Maddy's Favorites
Favorite Athlete: Bryce Harper
Favorite Sports Team: Texas Rangers
Favorite Food: chicken wings
Favorite Movie: Fight Club
Favorite TV Show: Breaking Bad
Last Book Read: “Diary of a Wimpy Kid”
Favorite Musical Group or Performer: Alice In Chains

White Settlement ISD
School Board Meeting
Monday, Aug. 18 5:30 pm
WSISP Adwinistration Building
8224 White Settlement Rd.
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On This Day, 67 years ago...
Check Out These White Settlement Bomber News Headlines!
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‘Sheffield, right read inscription on award
Roy Curbo, cen- plaque presented White Settle-
Public Works Di- ment and Mayor Sheffield by
Roy Robertson, left, Texas Safety Association.

‘Association Honors
Settlement Mayor

t andMayor select group of 30 in the state
so honored by the safety as-
sociation.

Watermelon
Feast Set

: Saturday
Evening

A watermelon slicing and
feast has been scheduled for
this Saturday, Aug.16, evening
by the White Sertlement Re-
bekahs at the (dd Fellows
Hall, 8216 Clifford.

A spokesman said that the
public is invited to attend and
that generous slices of water-
melon would be served for

Preparations Being Made

For Start Of School Year

Preparations continued this
week for the opening of the
1958-59 year in the schools
of the White Settlement School
District.

Superintendent Ben H. Hor-
ton said that general registra-
tion day for students will be
Aung., 28, However, special
dares probably will be an-
nsunced later for registration
of smdents who will auend

senior and junior high schools.

taifiment are also program—
med,

Brewer High Cheer Leaders
Selling Car Pennants

Brewer High School cheer The Bear is the emblem for
leaders have taken as their Brewer High athletic teams.
objective the placing ofa- The decal sticker pennants
Brewer decalpennantonevery for the cars are being sold

Singing Set
. Saturday

this Saturday, August 16, night
starting at 8 p.m.

Mrs. Glen B. Williams,
choir director of Wesley
Methodist, who will direct the
singing, -said all those in-
terested in singing are cor-
dially invited to attend.

Mrs, Williams also stated
that the community singing is

rter FOr hed the third sawrday nigt
F each month at Wesley Meth -

odist and that all those in-
hr "ewsmmmd ms‘iugtngam in-

vited.

Convair Has
New Phone

System Now

A new telephone system for
the Convair plant - to include
about 2,300 new instruments -
went into operation last Satur-
day morning, K. H. Dunn, Con-
vair's Office Services Man-
ager, has announced.

The Convair plant will keep
ummths same outside number
memaﬂml I::‘m-ylan:
: _nhnrshnad:mpﬂm
] Com-~-
af western Bell Telephone

sa-nt.muum pany crews started working
nicmecn!n- on the new system for the Con -
vair plant Jast May.

car in White Sertlement and for only 15¢ each.
surrounding areas. Brewer High cheer leaders
The decal pennants, which seliing the pennants and belp-
may be stuck onthe rear glass ing publicize the Brewer
or any other portion-of a car, Bears include Linda Goodger,
are in blue and white, Brewer Glenda Goodger, Billie Kyle,

" High school colors, and bold- June Hearon, Jessie Quave,

1y proclaim, *"Brewer Bears' Dorothy Holbrook, Helen Han-
in easily readable lettering son, Sandra Young, and Pau-
with a Bear's head alongside. lette Purselley, alternate.

the staff of White Sertlement £, the day following Labor

School District will be held
Aug. 27 in the air -conditioned
sanctuary of the First Baptist
Church of White Settlement,
starting at 9 a.m.

Horton said the generous
offer of the use of the air-

itioned sanctuary of the
church would assure a com-

fortable place for the faculty .
meeting,

The meeting will provide an
opportunity for a general
orientation, for personnel to
become acquainted, and to
learn the general policies of
the school district,

Day.

All students in White Settle~
ment Schools must be six
years of age on or before

“Sépt. 1, and have a birth cer-

tificate. They must have a
smallpox vaccination certifi-
cate dated within the past sev-
en years. Students under 10-
years old must have a certifi-
cate of a negative Schick test
for diptheria.

Parents will beabletose-
lect clothing, supplies and ot~
er articles needed for school
students from advertisements
carried in The Bomber News
now and on through the period
of preparation and beginning
of schools.

White Seitiement | WS Rebekahs
Police Captain Attend Officials

- Gentry, Recording Secretary,
and Mrs. Edna Koury, Treas-
urer, all of White Seulement
Rebekah Lodge No. 52, were
three of those auended the
meeting of State Secretaries
and Scribes of Odd Fellows
and Rebekahs held Saturday,
Sunday and Monday at tlotel
Texas in Fort Worth.

Community Dance Slated
For This Friday Night

The Teen Club of White
Settlement will sponsor a
cemununity dance this Friday,
August 15, evening at the White
Settlernent Recreation Build-
ing on Whitney Drive. The
Pparty this Friday night willbe
not only for reenagers buralso
for those of all ages.

A large crowd is expected
Friday at the community dance
Everyone from 1 to 101 is in-

vited to join in the fun'', said
a spokesman.

“The Teen Parties on Fri-
day nights are a greal SUccess
and gmmnginpepuh:ityaﬂ"
the time. We wish to thank
everyone that hashelped make
them successful™”.

The regular Teen Party
Band, Chuck Willoughby and
the Sharps Combo will furnish
music for dancing and enter-
taimment .

White Settlement First Baptist

Group Attending RA

A group of men serving as
counselors and Royal Am-
bassadors from First Bap-

ment are attending the Royal
Ambassadors Convention be-
ing held this week in the Fort
Worth metropolitan area,

Convention

White Settlement attending in-
clude Rev, Paul E. Miller,
pastor, Doyle Grantham, AW,

st Church of White Settle-ePesnell and O. P. Feeler;

serving as counselors, and the
following Royal Ambassadors:
L. H. Bradley, Jinumy Moran,
Gordon Bourland, BillPes~
nell, Jim Pesaell.

Supt. Horton’s
Request For State

Audit Gronted
In compliance with a re-
: : guest of Supt. Ben Horton made
= “in June, two auditors of the
Captain J'amasﬂnhumol Texas Education Agency came,
the White Settlement Police to White Settlement Tuesday
Department lives at 7941 Tu- to start a check of the lunch-
mbleweed with his wife, Annie. room records of the school
He has been a member of the from February 1 until date,
White Settlement Police De- Auditors from the Educa-
partment for four years, has ﬁm.&ganc'y had formerly
ldived in White Seutlement for checked the lunchroom rec-

seven years. CaptainandMrs. ords up to Feb. 1.,

were married three miorﬂumm-
moenths age. She is a forme® tors to check the records was
city secretary, having served made by Supt. Horton inorder
in that capacity for 10 years, to ascertain if they were being
has resided inWhite Settle~ kept in a manner thatis satis-
ment for 25 years.

Those from First Baptistof

At A Fridayv Night Teen Party

Fun and

fea-

Friday nights at White Setile-
factory to the mam mﬁs’rmpmheldw ment Recreation Building.

Have Many Bargains For Back-To-School On Inside Pages

]
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Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt
Scorching Heat Fails to Deter Crowd at VFW Rummage Sale

The sun blazed and the pavement shim-
mered, but the heat couldn’t keep bargain
hunters from flocking to VFW Post 5617’s
rummage sale Saturday, Aug. 9. By mid-
morning, the parking lot was buzzing with
chatter, the smell of barbecue hung in the
air and the bounce house was in full swing.

“It’s Texas in August — if we stayed in-
side every hot day, we’d never have any
fun,” joked one vendor, who was selling 3
homemade items under a brightly colored Borach Dansby and Anthony Jessamine Branden Torres brought his treasures to
canopy. “The turnout has been incredible.”  came to support the event. sell.

Dozens of vendors set up shop both out-
side in the parking lot and inside the air-
conditioned post, offering a mix of [§
household treasures, handmade goods and
even secret family recipes.

Shoppers browsed everything from vin-
tage vinyl to hand-stitched quilts, stopping
often to sample the savory offerings from a
food truck parked nearby.

For the kids, the real star of the day was
the bounce house, where a steady stream of [&
giggling children jumped and tumbled,
seemingly immune to the scorching tem-
peratures.

The Post Commander said events like
the rummage sale do more than raise funds,
they strengthen community bonds. It’s
about neighbors coming together, support-
ing our veterans and enjoying each other’s
company.

As the afternoon wore on, the crowd
showed no signs of thinning. Shoppers _
loaded up bags, vendors swapped stories, e/l
and the VFW hall rang with laughter and
conversation.

Organizers called the day a resounding
success, crediting the steady turnout to the | B w 1o -RAoR = - A - RA LR 4= 1) d s -
community’s loyalty and willingness to publication for FREE! Amanda Akan had her baked goods for
brave the summer heat. CLICK HERE! sale.

Commander Dean Borries, Trustee Tom Sherry Armltage brought her dad Larry
Warren, Melinda Warren and Hunter Hum- Moyer to assist with her jams and jellies.
phrey organized the event.

Rick Dominguez, Jillian Wyatt and Day-
ton Wyatt participated at the function.

From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

White Settlement City Council Application Deadline Monday

The City of White Settlement will hold its next General Election on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2025, to elect qualified candidates for Place
2 and Place 3 on the City Council. The candidate filing deadline is Aug. 18. Applications for a place on the ballot must be submitted
to the Office of the City Secretary, located at City Hall, 214 Meadow Park Drive, White Settlement, TX 76108. The office is not
required to be open on weekends for filing purposes.

Early voting and Election Day voting will take place at the White Settlement Public Library, 8215 White Settlement Road.
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers
Artificial Intelligence on the Rise in Classrooms:

A Look at Possible Rewards and Risks

As artificial intelligence (Al) tools make their way into some
school districts across the Lone Star State, educators, parents and ad-
ministrators weigh the potential benefits against the possible pitfalls.
The use of Al in Texas public schools could offer powerful instruc-
tional support, but it also raises questions of equity, privacy and de-
velopmental appropriateness, particularly as its application varies
significantly between elementary, middle and high school levels.
Elementary School: Foundations and Gentle Introductions

At the primary grades, kindergarten through fifth, Al typically ap-
pears in gentle formats: adaptive learning apps for math, reading com-
prehension programs, and voice-assisted tools that help with phonics.
When deployed thoughtfully, these tools can offer early learners per-
sonalized pacing and immediate feedback.

Yet concerns abound. Child development experts caution that over-
reliance on Al could reduce essential human interactions vital for early
social and emotional growth. Educators note potential disparities:
schools with fewer resources may lack high-quality, vetted Al tools,
widening achievement gaps. Additionally, data privacy protections for
young students must remain paramount as personal learning data ac-
cumulates.

Middle School: Exploring Al as a Learning Partner

In grades six through eight, students begin to explore Al for more
sophisticated purposes, such as research assistance, science simulation
environments and interactive tutoring for math and language arts. Al
systems can help break down complex subjects into manageable
chunks, empowering students to explore independently while teachers
monitor progress through dashboards.

Still, middle schoolers are at a formative stage. Critics argue that
Al could inadvertently encourage shortcuts in critical thinking, espe-
cially if students lean too heavily on Al-generated explanations rather
than grappling with problems themselves. There's also the issue of
possible misinformation: unless carefully supervised, Al tools may
supply answers that appear authoritative but contain inaccuracies.
Teacher training becomes crucial to vet and mediate Al outputs.
High School: Preparing for the Future - and the Risks

At the high school level, Al takes on new dimensions. Students
could use Al for college essay drafting help, data analysis in science

Ginger Brown’s

me Restaurant & Bj k
e

Open 7 Days a Week! e
Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135

817-237-2114

o\aTY

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!

labs, language learning, even for simulated real-world applications
like predictive modeling in economics. These tools can simulate pro-
fessional workflows, equipping students with valuable digital skills
for higher education and the job market.

Still, the stakes are higher with academic integrity. The potential
for Al-generated plagiarism is a major concern, prompting schools to
revisit honor codes and adopt new detection tools. Additionally, stu-
dents’ reliance on Al for writing or problem-solving may hamper the
development of original thinking and writing skills, unless educators
integrate Al use with reflective, human-centered learning. At this
stage, discussions around algorithmic bias, data ethics and AI’s soci-
etal impacts become not just relevant, they’re essential.

Across All Levels: Shared Opportunities and Challenges

Across all grades, Al offers the possibility of personalized learning,
ensuring that instruction adapts to individual student needs and learn-
ing styles. Moreover, with teacher shortages affecting several Texas
districts, Al can provide supplemental support, freeing educators to
focus more on social-emotional learning or differentiated instruction.

But the benefits come with trade-offs. Significant equity concerns
persist: more affluent districts may procure advanced Al systems,
while some rural or lower-income schools may lack access, further
exacerbating gaps. Privacy and data security loom large, especially
under the protection of the federal Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act (FERPA), schools must ensure student data is not misused
or exposed.

Teacher training emerges as another universal challenge. From the
youngest learners to seniors preparing for college, educators need ro-
bust professional development not just to operate Al systems, but to
understand their limitations and integrate them judiciously. Without
that, the risks, for overdependence, algorithmic bias or student dis-
engagement, may outweigh benefits.

As school districts across Texas navigate integrating Al into class-
rooms, the tool’s value depends on age-appropriate design, equity in
access and careful oversight. Across all levels, success hinges on bal-
ancing innovation with responsibility, ensuring that Al enhances,
rather than replaces, the human relationships at the heart of education.

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3 pm
4902 US-377,
Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-244-1372

Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3pm

4705 River Oaks Blvd,
Fort Worth, TX 76114

817-378-9262
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“Houston, we’ve had a problem,” were the
words of Apollo 13 astronaut Jim Lovell when
an explosion crippled the spacecraft and threat-
ened the lives of the crew. What started as a
terror that threatened their lives and for days
gripped the attention of the world became one
of the great adventures of manned spaceflight,
an event remembered as the nation mourns the
passing of Lovell, who died at his home in II-
linois at age 97 on Thursday, Aug. 7.

Apollo 13 was to be the third attempt by
NASA astronauts to land on the Moon. Apollo
missions were manned by three astronauts tak-
ing off from Cape Canaveral, Florida. Once
they reached the Moon, a lunar module would
detach from a command module. The lunar
module would reach the surface where two as-
tronauts would then explore the surface, collect
rock samples, and conduct experiments. The
command module would orbit above, with the
lunar module reattaching to the command mod-
ule after taking off from the lunar surface.
Once they returned to Earth, a re-entry capsule
would detach from the command module for
the descent through the atmosphere to a splash-
down in the Pacific Ocean.

The three astronauts for the Apollo 13 mis-
sion were: Jim Lovell, Fred Haise, and Jack
Swigert. Lovell and Haise would be in the
lunar module.

Lovell was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in
1928 and graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy in 1954. He had previously flown in
space twice before, including the Gemini 7
mission in 1965, which set a record of fourteen
days in orbit. He would also fly on the Apollo

Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges

Apollo 13 Commander Jim Lovell, Whose Calm Leadership
Turned Near Disaster Into Spaceflight Triumph, Dies at 97

]

8 moonshot in 1968, where on Christmas Eve,
he joined his crewmates in reading the Biblical
story of creation from Genesis to a global au-
dience.

Haise was born in Mississippi in 1933 and
completed a degree at the University of Okla-
homa in 1959 before being selected as an as-
tronaut in 1966.

Astronaut Ken Mattingly was originally
supposed to fly the command module, but
NASA flight surgeons grounded him after he
was exposed to German measles, replacing him
with Swigert.

Swigert was born in Denver, Colorado, in
1931. As a teenager, he saved money from a
paper route to pay for flying lessons, gaining a
pilots license at age 16. After he graduated
from the University of Colorado, he joined the
air force in 1953.

They launched on April 11, 1970. The as-
tronauts had each spent more than 1,000 hours
training for the mission, which had been de-
layed a month. Two days into the mission,
NASA ground controllers noticed a malfunc-
tion and asked the crew to activate the stirring
fans in the oxygen tanks of the service module
within the command module. These tanks
were the source of air and electricity for the
command module. Investigators later deter-
mined that damaged wiring had short-circuited,
igniting insulation, and causing an explosion.

NASA ground controllers quickly realized
the danger of the situation and scrambled to
save the lives of the astronauts. The astronauts
had to shut down the command module and
move into the lunar module to have enough air
to survive. Instead of turning the craft around,
NASA decided to let the momentum of the
craft carry it to the Moon and slingshot back to
Earth, which would take four days.

A team of ground controllers, scientists, and
engineers from across the globe worked around
the clock to work around the problems of the
crippled capsule. Every second and every
piece of equipment counted. For what every-
one knew, no help could come rescue Apollo
13, they had to rely on the information supplied
from Earth. The smallest miscalculation could
be fatal.

Temperatures plunged to 38 degrees inside
the module, and the crew had to quickly impro-
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vise a device to filter out the building levels of
carbon dioxide they were exhaling.

The final challenge was a 21-second engine
thrust to put it back on course for a safe re-
entry. Though ground controllers supplied all
the numbers the crew needed, astronauts had
to time the engine burn perfectly and angle
themselves properly, using only the growing
image of the Earth in a window. The maneuver
was successful, and the crew splashed down
safely on April 17.

In the process, what initially was a near dis-
aster instead became one of the greatest feats
of navigation in history. Apollo 13 astronauts
conducted a successful moonshot, only the fifth
time ever that had ever been completed with a
manned crew, and completed a journey of more
than 500,000 miles on an unpowered Apollo
capsule using only a couple of small thrusters
and line-of-sight navigation.

Lovell credited ground controllers with sav-
ing their lives. There would only be four more
manned lunar missions, with the last conducted
by the Apollo 17 astronauts in December 1972.

Haise piloted the experimental Space Shut-
tle Enterprise on its Approach and Landing
Tests in 1977 before retiring from NASA in
1979 and is still a Texas resident. He would
write Never Panic Early, a memoir of his time
as an astronaut.

Swigert left NASA in 1977 and won elec-
tion to the United States House of Representa-
tives from Colorado shortly before his death
from cancer in 1982.

Lovell left NASA in 1973 and became a
telecommunications executive in the Houston
area as well as a popular speaker and author. A
small crater on the far side of the Moon is
named for him. His 1994 book on the mission,
Lost Moon, was the basis of the popular 1995
film Apollo 13. Lovell can briefly be seen in a
closing scene of the movie shaking the hand of
actor Tom Hanks, who portrayed him. He
would later move to Illinois to serve as a cor-
porate executive for Centel Corporation until
his retirement in 1991. At the time of Lovell's
death, he was the oldest surviving former as-
tronaut.

To date, no astronaut has flown further from
Earth than the Apollo 13 crew.
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Weekend Forecast

Friday, Aug. 19:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 96. South wind 9 to 10 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 77. South southeast wind around 10 mph.

Saturday, Aug. 16:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 94. South wind 5 to 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 76. South southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Sunday, Aug. 1 7:

AM - A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms. Sunny, with a high near 95. $/SW wind
around S mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 76.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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