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From the Sports Desk with John English

Brewer Boys Battle
Hard: Basketball
Falls to Aledo,
Soccer Tops Azle in
Shootout Thriller

The Brewer boy’s basketball team came
up a bit short on Friday night against Aledo,
losing to the Bearcats by a score of 49-37 in
it’s second to last game of the regular season.

Coach Jason Porostovsky said his team
played well throughout most of the game,
but also made a few too many mistakes.

“I thought we came ready to play,” Po-
rostovsky said. (continued on page 5)

From White Settlement ISD

Students Can Find
Free Supper at

Four Campuses

The WSISD Child Nutrition Department
has expanded locations where free supper is
served! The meals are now available at
Brewer High School, Brewer Middle

Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt

Creativity Takes Center Stage at
WSPL Monthly Craft Club

The Craft Club at the White Settlement
Public Library is turning quiet Friday after-
noons into colorful celebrations of creativ-
ity.

Meeting at 1:30 p.m. every second Fri-
day of the month, the group gathers for
hands-on projects that change with each ses-
sion’s theme. The monthly event draws
community members looking to try some-
thing new, learn a skill or simply spend time
creating alongside neighbors.

At last week’s meeting, participants
transformed blank canvases into personal-
ized works of art, choosing from a variety

ot o

Judy Walker works 0 er canvas.

of stencils before adding their own flair with paint. Supplies were provided by the library,
allowing attendees to focus on creativity rather than cost.
With each month offering a new project, the Craft Club continues to provide a space

where imagination, and community, take center stage.

(photos continued on page 5)

Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt

Pancakes, Pajamas & a Movie!

School, Fine Arts Academy at Tannahill and [} I

North STEAM Academy!

Students involved in after-school and
extra-curricular activities and any student 18
and younger who attends any school in the
district can take advantage of the free meals!

It's a great way to tie those hungry kids
over before they get home! No application
1s required. Click this link for the menu.

Santiago and Re-
becca enjoyed the Shults brought their

Dave and Kassy

movie. son Luca.

Cozy pajamas was the dress code as fam-
ilies turned out for a cozy community movie
event Feb. 14 at the White Settlement Rec-
reation Center.

Residents arrived Saturday morning car-
rying sleeping bags, blankets and pillows,
transforming the recreation center into a
cozy theater. One family even hauled in a
full mattress to make the event extra com-
fortable.

Arts and crafts tables greeted guests at
the door, giving children a chance to create
before settling in for the featured film, Mine-
craft, which played on the big-screen TV.

(continued on page 4)
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From the Mary Isham Keith Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution

DAR Chapter Highlights Revolutionary War Heroine
Kate Barry at F ebruary Meeting

Members of the Mary Isham Keith
Chapter of the National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution stepped back
into Revolutionary War history during their
February meeting with a vivid portrayal of
a South Carolina patriot.

The program spotlighted Margaret Cath-
erine “Kate” Moore Barry, remembered as
the heroine of the Battle of Cowpens and an
ancestor of several chapter members. Chile
Watson-Sanchez, daughter of member Dr.
Ginger Watson-Sanchez and Dr. Hugo Wat-
son and granddaughter of John and Trish
Watson, brought Barry’s story to life
through a first-person reenactment that
highlighted her courage and service to the

patriot cause.

Members also viewed a display of his-
torical items representing Barry’s life at
Walnut Grove Plantation, the family home-
stead established after her father, Charles
Moore, emigrated from Antrim, Ireland, in
1763. The Moore family claimed a land
grant issued by King George III and built
what became a focal point of patriot activity
in the region.

When the Revolutionary War began,
Kate Moore married Capt. Andrew Barry,
who joined the Continental Army. Accord-
ing to historical accounts, Barry served as a
messenger and spy for patriot forces. She is
said to have overheard plans of approaching
British troops and relayed the information
to Continental officers, helping warn local
forces of impending attack. The American
victory at the Battle of Cowpens marked a
critical turning point in the Southern cam-
paign. In recognition of her efforts, Barry
was later awarded a medal and honored as
the battle’s heroine.

The presentation was delivered by Wat-
son-Sanchez, a sophomore at R. L. Paschal

- White Settlement
Hlstorlcal Museum

8320 | anon Drive &
White Settlement Texas 761113
817-246-9719
Open: Tﬁesday Saturday, IOAM to 3 PM
Closed: S‘lmcfay & Monday

http: /[Www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

STARR REPORTING LLC
BOOKKEEPING
TAX SERVICE

Sandra Seely
9413 Stanford Ave
River Oaks TX 76114
682-241-3510
sanseely60@gmail.com

High School, where she is active in the
drama department, serves as vice president
of the Creative Writing Club and co-pres-
ident of the Penta Club. She has earned the
Eagle Scout Award and is working toward
the Girl Scouts Gold Award. In addition, she
volunteers as a figure skating coach and
gives her time to organizations including
Tarrant Area Food Bank, Mission Arlington
and John Peter Smith Hospital.

The DAR is a nonpolitical women’s
service organization whose members trace
their lineage to individuals who supported
American independence during the Revolu-
tionary War. Those interested in learning
more about membership may email mikre-
gent2025@gmail.com.

PETER POLINSKY
INSURANCE AGENCY

(817) 560-9400
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

FREE QUOTES
(1)
* Auto
* Home
e Commercial

6777 Camp Bowie Blvd., Ste 222
Fort Worth, TX 76116
www.polinsky-insure.com

VFW Post 10429
Auxiliary Fish Fry
Feb. 21 « 5:30-7:30pm

Includes: Fried Fish « Hush Puppies
Fries « Coleslaw
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PaJ amas and Pancakes (continued from page 1)

The menu matched the relaxed vibe. At-
tendees built their own sweet plates with
pancakes and French toast sticks, topping
them with whipped cream and sprinkles.
Hot chocolate and coffee kept everyone
warm throughout the showing.

Organizers said the laid-back evening of-
fered families a chance to unwind, connect
and enjoy a different kind of outing, all
without changing out of their pajamas.

Alisha Perez, Miranda Ortiz, Evangelise Perez, Athena Berleth and Inocencio Perez
enjoyed the function.

Keep (&

: White Settlement
Beautiful

Lindsey, Grady and Bryce Waterman
came out to the occasion.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE,
ELECTRONIC RECYCLING,

PAPER SHREDDING, AND TIRE
RECYCLING

ipated at the event. '

NEWSPAPER!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! S2NAWHITEISETTLEMENTIRD)
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Cl‘aft Clllb (photos continued from page 1)
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Thomas and Helen Ford, DJ Garza and Tammy Flores enjoyed
using their creativity.

I ]JELL

Carla Earl and Jenn Garcia creating their Tatum Rutherford and Rachel's Hender- Elvira Bargas, Felicity Dodd and Luciele
masterpieces. son prepare to paint their stencil. Shelley came out to the affair.

SpOl‘tS DeSk (continued from page 1)

“We were scrapping on defense, causing several turnovers and building an 11-2 lead, but unfortunately couldn’t sustain that effort. We
had too many defensive lapses and bad offensive possessions at times to allow the win.”

Braelon Orr led the bears in scoring with 13 points in the game against Aledo. Porostovsky said that as the post-season draws close,
he wants his team to continue to focus on getting better.

“The playoffs begin your third season of the year,” Porostovsky said. “We know it’s win or go home. We still have room for improve-
ment and looking forward to getting back on the practice floor.”

On the pitch, the Brewer boy’s soccer team played Azle to a 2-2 draw on Friday that the Bears eventually won in a shootout.

Coach Ben Buentello said that was satisfied with his team’s offense in nearly every facet, but added he would like to see a little more
offensive production.

“We out-played the opponent in just about every aspect of the game from shots to possession percentage,” Buentello said. “But our
struggles to find the back of the net continued with just 2 goals to show on 23 shots. Azle found a couple of goals on counter attacks, one
of which led to a poorly timed tackle from behind by one of our defenders, leading to them converting the ensuing penalty kick. The
game finished 2-2 at regulation, so the winner needed to be decided in kicks from the mark. Amazingly all five shooters from both teams
converted their kicks, and it wasn’t until Azle’s sixth shooter hit the cross bar that our own sixth shooter, Caleb Masterson, buried his to
end the game.”

Damian Merida and Lucas Cousin both scored goals for the Bears in the win over Azle, and Dominic Caldera and Merida both earned
assists in the game. On the girl’s side, the Lady Bears lost to Azle by a score of 2-0 last Friday.
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges
From Mount Vernon to Yorktown: George Washington and the

Unconquerable Resolve That Forged a Nation

As America approaches its 250th anniversary of its independ-
ence, historians continue to assess the lives and impact of its earliest
leaders. George Washington, long called the Father of the Country,
stands out among a cast of daring, bold, and sometimes colorful fig-
ures from the time period. Washington had a life of both frustrations
and triumphs, but his determination and sense of integrity became
the defining characteristics of his life.

George Washington was born February 22, 1732, in Westmore-
land County, Virginia, near the coast. His father, Augustine, was a
planter and justice of the peace. His marriage to Mary Ball Wash-
ington was his second marriage. George Washington was the eldest
of six children born into the second marriage and had a warm rela-
tionship with his older half-brother Lawrence from his father’s first
marriage. In 1735, the family moved to a new plantation in nearby
Fairfax County which the family later named Mount Vernon.

His relationship with his parents was often uncomfortable, and
after his father’s death in 1743, Washington’s life changed consid-
erably. He was unable to go to the English boarding school his half-
brother had gone attended. Instead, he attended the nearby Lower
Church School, a small school run out of the local Anglican church.
He grew to a towering 6°’4” and became an expert horseman and
developed a love for dancing. Family friend William Fairfax, a
local judge and planter, took the young Washington under his wing
and taught him to be a surveyor. Washington received a surveying
certificate from the College of William and Mary in 1749, and Fair-
fax had him appointed county surveyor for nearby Culpeper County
at the age of 17.

In 1752, following his older brother’s footsteps, he enlisted in
the Virginia Militia and was soon appointed as a major. The British
were facing tensions with the French as the two powers challenged
each other for control of the Upper Ohio River Valley. The Ohio
Company, a Virginia land company that included Fairfax, Washing-
ton’s older brother, and other elites, heard rumors of French en-
croachments on their lands in eastern Ohio and western
Pennsylvania. Washington’s superiors tasked him with assessing
the threats.

The threat became obvious in June 1754 when Washington
found the French building Ft. Duquesne, a huge fortress in what be-
came Pittsburgh. Washington, with a small detachment of militia
troops quickly built a small stockade called Ft. Necessity to chal-
lenge the French. On July 4, French troops ordered his surrender.
Washington, surrounded and vastly outmanned and outgunned, ac-
cepted the terms and agreed to leave the area. Though he faced crit-
icism for the decision, most observers across the colonies and in
Britain called it a heroic stand in the face of overwhelming opposi-
tion.

The French and Indian War soon erupted, a war that engulfed
Europe and the Americas. Washington, soon promoted to lieutenant

colonel, distinguished himself in campaigns throughout the war and
hoped his conduct would be rewarded with a commission as a reg-
ular officer in the British army. At the Battle of the Monongahela
in 1755, a devastating ambush that left the senior officer, Gen. Ed-
ward Braddock dead, Washington had two horses shot out from
under him as his actions saved what was left of British and colonial
forces. After the battle, he discovered several bullet holes in his
coat and hat and realized how close he had come to death himself.
Washington won the respect of the men for charging into combiat.
But by 1757, the new British commander in Virginia, Lord Loudon,
told Washington in no uncertain terms that he would not be given a
commission. The decision stung Washington, but he still did his
duty to his utmost. In 1758, he took part in the Forbes Expedition,
the attempt to retake Ft. Duquesne. By this point, the tide of the war
was shifting in the British favor, and Washington’s and other bri-
gades found the fort abandoned.

With the war now winding down, Washington resigned his mi-
litia commission. In 1759, he married the widowed Martha Custis
and adopted her two children. The union made him one of the
wealthiest men in Virginia. The two never had children together,
but it was a happy marriage by all accounts.

That year, voters sent Washington to the House of Burgesses.
Washington never became a great speaker or orator in a time when
those skills could make or break a political career. A formal man,
he preferred brevity in speech and moderation with the issues. A
man of principle, Washington saw these principles increasingly
tested in the 1760s as heavy-handed British actions upended its re-
lationship with the colonies, tore apart the rights of the colonists,
and pushed America into a confrontation with the crown govern-
ment. Washington, like the other Americans of his generation,
would soon face a difficult choice about his principles and what
price he was willing to pay for those ideas.

In the years after the French and Indian War, the American col-
onies saw one right falling after another from a distant government
in which the colonists had no vote and no voice. Taxation without
representation, the erosion of the right of trial by jury, invasions of
homes and businesses without warrants, arrests for peaceful as-
semblies, and the closures of colonial legislatures for protesting
these actions. He served in the Virginia House of Burgesses aside
Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry.

Washington was more moderate in his approach to the growing
problems than a firebrand like Henry and his thundering speeches.
He supported the colonial boycotts against British products in the
1760s to protest taxation without representation and preferred the
work of quiet diplomacy. In 1772, he supported more united action
by the colonies with the Committees of Correspondence, in which
colonial leaders would communicate with each other to report the
actions and abuses of the British. In 1774, he (continued on page 7)
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became a delegate to the First Continental Congress, an attempt to
unite the colonies in their protests against British abuses.

When fighting erupted in April 1775, the Continental Congress
concluded that the colonies needed their own army instead of the
individual militias of the colonies. On June 14, 1775, the Continen-
tal Army was created, a day the US Army still celebrates as its birth.
John Adams nominated Washington to be its commander-in-chief.
Washington accepted but refused to be paid for his service believing
his duty to defend his neighbors was more important. In fact, he
would end up paying many army expenses personally.

In March 1776, he forced the British from Boston at the Battle
of Dorchester Heights. As the British approached New York with
an army of 37,000 that summer, he rushed to Long Island to meet
them. On July 4, the colonies declared independence. A copy of
the Declaration of Independence was sent to Washington in New
York. Washington had it read to his troops as he wanted to remind
them what they were fighting for. He understood the difficulty they
were facing. Above all, Washington believed the greatest strength
of America was in his words “the unconquerable resolve of its cit-
izens.”

Washington was outnumbered and lost the Battle of Long Island.
New York City would be held by the British throughout the war.
He was pushed back across New York into New Jersey and then
into Pennsylvania. By December, it looked like the war was lost.
Washington decided they needed to strike back. On Christmas
night, he gathered his troops and crossed the Delaware River back
into New Jersey and quietly marched to the nearest garrison, an out-
post at Trenton held by German mercenaries working for the British.
At daybreak, he caught them completely off guard and took the post.
The victory in the dead of winter sent a message to the British and
to the American people that Washington was not backing down and
the cause was still alive.

He would lose more battles than he won, a fact that frustrated
some in the heat of the moment, but his determination to keep fight-
ing wore down the British. Conditions on the battlefield were harsh
and dispiriting, but Washington kept the men fighting each year of
the war. By 1778, British officials quietly concluded they could not

Elect A Demgcrat who puts people first.
She believes:
DIANE SYMONS - Working families deserve affordable

living.
for Texas House , Texans deserve good-paying jobs and
fair wages.

District 97
_ * Our schools deserve strong public education.
: » Everyone deserves accessible, affordable
healthcare.

Vote for leadership rooted in our community!

Early Voting: February 17-27
Election Day: March 3, 2026

Learn more: www.Texas97.com
Political advertising paid for by Diane Symons TX97 Campaign

win the conflict, but the fighting would continue. That same year,
France allied with the United States against the British, impressed
how the small force fighting for independence was matching one
of the most armies in the world.

The final victory would come at Yorktown, Virginia, in 1781.
Knowing that British forces were heading northward from the Car-
olinas prompted Washington and his French allies to head to Vir-
ginia. After a battle of nearly two weeks, the British surrendered;
and the war was won. Washington could have had anything he
wanted after leading the fight against Britain, but he instead quietly
returned to his life at Mt. Vernon.

In 1787, he would preside over the Constitutional Convention
that gave the new nation the constitution still in use today. He was
elected unanimously to two terms as president starting in 1789. He
stepped down in 1797, believing that no man was indispensable and
that the cause of freedom and unity mattered more than one man.

“They wanted another Washington,” mused Napoleon during his
exile to St. Helena years later. Even decades after his death, Wash-
ington's willingness to give up power astounded European ob-
servers. He preferred to let Americans define themselves and lead
themselves than force any vision of his own upon the people. His
honesty and his character were upheld as an example to American
schoolchildren for generations afterward. Cities, counties, schools,
monuments, universities, and the nation’s capital were dedicated to
Washington.

Whiite Settlement I1SD
School Board Meeting
Monday, Feb. 23 * 5:30 pm

WSISD Administration Building
3224 White Settlement Rd.

From Bomber News Staff Writers
Support Special Olympics
Athletes at the Polar Plunge

Community supporters are invited to take a chilly leap for a
warm cause when the 2026 Polar Plunge returns to Splash Dayz in
support of Special Olympics Texas. The event is scheduled for Fri-
day, March 27, at Splash Dayz, 405 N. Las Vegas Trail, and will
benefit more than 10,000 Area 11 Special Olympics Texas athletes.
Organizers say the plunge is open to participants of all ages. The
cost to participate is $40 for adults and $25 for youth.

The event is hosted in partnership with Special Olympics Texas
and the Law Enforcement Torch Run, with local support from the
WS Police Dept. and Splash Dayz.
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New Wild Thumb App Makes It Easier for Texans to Grow
Native Plants for Pollinators

A new free mobile app from Texas Parks
and Wildlife Foundation is helping Texans
of all experience levels grow drought-tol-
erant native plants that will help pollinators
thrive.

Wild Thumb guides users through an
easy-to-follow, step-by-step process of se-
lecting, planting, and caring for native
plants. Whether you’re growing plants in a
patio pot, designing and creating a colorful
native flower bed, or transforming a section
of your backyard into a pocket prairie, Wild
Thumb provides personalized recommenda-
tions, design tools, and timely reminders for
watering and pruning as well as freeze
alerts.

Wild Thumb draws from a proprietary
database of commonly available native
plants, organized by Texas ecoregions and
tailored with key details such as sunlight
and watering needs, soil moisture tolerance,
and bloom times. The app also provides a
map of local nurseries that sell native plants
as well as helpful tips and guidance.

Bomber News Reader Submission

Lockheed Martin

Retirees Invited to
Monthly Meetings

Retirees who worked at the General Dy-
namics or Lockheed Martin Fort Worth
plant are invited to join the Lockheed Martin
Association of Retirees, which meets at
noon on the third Tuesday of each month at
VFW Post 5617, 580 S. Cherry Lane.

The group gathers to renew acquain-
tances and hear programs and guest
speakers.

In addition, a related group, ROMEO
(Retired Old Members Eating Out), meets
for breakfast at 8 a.m. on the last Monday of
each month at the Dixie House Cafe, 5401
S. Hulen St.

For more information, visit Imarfw.com
or contact Mike Golas at fastjet@att.net.

“Wild Thumb takes the guesswork out
of native gardening so that anyone in Texas,
no matter where they live or how much
space they have, can be part of the polli-
nator solution,” said Julie Shaddox,
TPWEF’s Director of Development & Con-
servation Programs. “Most people don’t re-
alize that many of our native pollinators,
including the American bumblebee, are in
decline. By planting even a few native
plants, Texans can make a tangible differ-
ence in restoring the critical habitat these
species depend on.”

Future updates to the app will add more
plant species, highlight specific pollinators

each plant attracts, and more educational
content about prairie ecosystems.

The app is part of TPWEF’s Pollinators &
Prairies program, which launched in 2024
to increase healthy prairie habitat and polli-
nator populations, encourage Texans to
plant native grasses and wildflowers, and to
fund critical research on native bees and
other vital pollinators.

More information on the program can be
found at www.pollinatorsandprairies.org.

Wild Thumb is available for smart-
phones and iPad and can be downloaded for
free in the App Store and Google Play, just
in time for the spring gardening season.

) WHITE SETTLENMENT

"]Ej INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

No Cost
No Sign Ups
Themed Dinner Nights

WSISD STUDENTS 18 § UNDER

| VISIT WSISD COM FOR MORE INFO.

BREWER BEAR

DIIVIIIIG

BREWER HIGH

MONDAY - THURSDAY
H - 5:15P.M
FRIDAY
4 - 4:45 P.M.

BREWER MIDDLE

MONDAY - THURSDAY
L4:15 - 5 P.M,

NORTH STEAM ACADEMY

4:00-4:30 p.m.
49850 Legacy Drive

FINE ARTS ACADEMY AT TIS

4:00-4:30 p.m.
701 American Flyer Blvd.
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COURTNEY TIMS. REALTOR-KW lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net
817-771:8918 www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com

courtneytimshomes@kw.com

Business Directory Listings - $15 per month - 3 line max.!
Contact classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Eoliecast
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" Friday, Feb. 20:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 68.N/NE wind 5 to 10 mph becomingE in the
afternoon.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 49. East wind around 5 mph becoming W/NW
after midnight.
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Saturday, Feb. 21:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 64.
Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 36. North wind 10 to 15 mph,
with gusts as high as 20 mph.
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Sunday, Feb.22:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 59. North wind around 10 mph.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 37.

'
patendediforccast Clidkliicre \



http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
https://forecast.weather.gov
https://forecast.weather.gov
https://forecast.weather.gov

