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From White Settlement ISD

Students From Across WSISD Honor School Board Members

The White Settlement ISD Board of
Trustees 1s composed of Amanda Sanchez,
John Bradley, Glen Lowry, Ben Davis, Krys-
tal Arnold, John Morton and Raymond Pat-
terson.

Students representing campuses across
the district who participated in the ceremony
were Olivia Torres of Brewer Middle
School; Trinity Dickinson and Abby Fergu-
son of Brewer High School; JoeRudy Guer-
rero of West Early Learners Academy; Israel
Casillas of Liberty Elementary; Phoebe Salas

of Blue Haze Elementary; Hollis Hicks of |

Fine Arts Academy at Tannahill; and Nadya

Orozco of North STEAM Academy.
(continued on page 7)

From Bomber News Staff Writers

Polar Plunge
Rescheduled to
March 27

Community supporters are invited to
take a chilly leap for a warm cause when the
2026 Polar Plunge returns to Splash Dayz in
support of Special Olympics Texas.

The event is scheduled for Friday, March
27, at Splash Dayz, 405 N. Las Vegas Trail,
and will benefit more than 10,000 Area 11
Special Olympics Texas athletes. Organizers
say the plunge is open to participants of all
ages. The cost to participate is $40 for adults
and $25 for youth.

The event is hosted in partnership with
Special Olympics Texas and the Law En-
forcement Torch Run, with local support
from the WS Police Dept. and Splash Dayz.

From Bomber News Staff Writers

School Board
Candidate Filing
Deadline Feb. 13

Two seats on the White Settlement Inde-
pendent School District Board of Trustees,
Places 6 and 7, will be on the ballot when
residents head to the polls Saturday, May 2.

Anyone interested in running for one of
the positions must file for a place on the bal-
lot by 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 13, according to
the district’s official election notice posted
on its website.

Voters who want to cast their ballots
early can do so from April 20 through April
28, giving the community more than a week
of early voting ahead of Election Day.

Additional details about the election, in-
cluding candidate filing requirements and
voting information, are available on the
White Settlement ISD website.

| FrI(-):m Boézber News aﬁ i
‘Love Your Library’

Celebration Feb. 5

The White Settlement Public Library
will host a “Love Your Library” Celebration
on Thursday, Feb. 5, beginning at 4:30 p.m.
at the library, 8215 White Settlement Road.

The event will feature activities, treats
and other attractions for visitors of all ages.

As part of the celebration, community
members are invited to bring a book to ex-
change for a “Blind Date with a Book,” a
program designed to encourage readers to
discover something new.

Library staff said the event is intended to
celebrate reading, community involvement
and the role the public library plays in White
Settlement.

For more information, residents may
contact the White Settlement Public Library
at 817-367-0166 or visit wstx.us.


https://suburban-newspapers.com
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1766003945/wsisdcom/cxacrucawv6mbmg6bwgr/NoticeofDeadlinetoFileApp2026.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1766003945/wsisdcom/cxacrucawv6mbmg6bwgr/NoticeofDeadlinetoFileApp2026.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1766003945/wsisdcom/cxacrucawv6mbmg6bwgr/NoticeofDeadlinetoFileApp2026.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1766003945/wsisdcom/cxacrucawv6mbmg6bwgr/NoticeofDeadlinetoFileApp2026.pdf
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CLANSSIFIEDS

AIR & HEATING

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT

‘Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor * Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. * All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC

For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028

Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains
lines cleared, Fencing & power washing, reason-
able rates. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

PAINTING SERVICES
HAYWOOD PAINTING
[nterior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
B0yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

COMPUTERS
. ’
Michael’s

SERVICE

PC SALES &

Virus Removal & Upgrades,
Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges

A+li IfVetwo;lH C'erttiﬁe(: FOI.I.OW USI

call for an Appointmen

817-945-comp(2667) facebook.com/
or 817-437-8580 WSBomberNews

Legal Notice
In the matter of the marriage o

Elizabeth Ann Marie Zimmerman
(Previously Elizabeth Drake) and
Andrew Brett Ortloff, case number 2025DN21,
filed in Mercer County Illinois.

To Andrew Brett Ortloff,

You are hereby notified that a divorce
action has been filed against you. If you do not
respond by 02/19/2026 the court may proceed in
your absence and grant a divorce.
Elizabeth Zimmerman
Elizabethdrake96(@yahoo.com

TREE SERVICE

PLUMBING SERVICES

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS.
WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Discount avail. Insured 817-793-9096.

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming ¢ Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

SERVICES PROVIDED

Cl?l/lr. Swleep_s
I MOW 4 YOU =2y S eqall e
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work! $10 OFF

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249
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Cemeteries Preserve Our Past

Did you know Tarrant County has over 120 cemeteries? Some are

H ome designated as Historic Texas Cemeteries, but they are all important in
c' 0 oki l’l documenting our history and culture in Tarrant County. Cemeteries re-
Open 7 Days a Week! O’ eill 7 . jga s 2 Week! veal information about settlement, religion, genealogy, and more, which
M thru Sat.: p y |} affected the development of our county and made our communities what
on. thru sat.: Mon. thru Sat.: they are today.
6am to 9pm 6am to 9pm You can view a list of Tarrant County cemeteries on the Texas His-
Sunday: 6am to 3 pm Sunday: 6am to 3pm torical Commission’s Atlas by using the filters in the left menu, or by
4902 US-377, 4705 River Oaks Blvd selecting the ‘map’ tab at the top of the page and looking for the green
Fort Worth, TX 76116 Fort Worth, TX 7611 4’ text and green areas outlined with a broken black line.
817-244-1372 _ _ Many historic cemeteries have organizations that maintain them and
37 817-378-9262 are always looking for volunteers.
“Callahans In-H - White Settiement | Rl d20 B TOYAIWNL] Q%
iance Inc n-itome Historical Museum
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HUEE"Eotel  Seraich & Dent, Re- Wihite S%ﬂ;‘gﬁ%gg“ 76108 (817) 560-9400 FREE QUOTES
Apphanc conditioned = peter@polinsky-insurance.com for
20% to 50% Off Retail! | | Open: ’Ijuessday Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
8 1 7 _ 2 4 4 _ 5 4 0 4 £ Closed: S'uncfay & Monday 6777 Camp Bowie Blvd., Ste 222 * Auto
o http:/www.wsmuseum.com | JFor Worth TX 76116 " Home
8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 FREE A]?MISSION GROUPS WELCOME' WWW.pOlinSky-inSllre.Com * Commercial

Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.

We offer Don Brown Tax Service, Inc.

1001 S. Cherry Lane
REFUND Fort Worth, TX 76108

ADVANCES 817-367-0036
of $500-$7000

starting Jan. 2’
*must qualify* g+ file

Come See Us Today!



https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/
http://www.polinsky-insure.com
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Brewer Boys Stay in Playoff Hunt With Win at Chisholm Trail
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With a 49-38 victory over Chisholm Trail
on Jan. 22, the Brewer boy's basketball team
improved its district record to 3-3 and sits in
third place after the first round of 5-5A com-
petition.

Coach Jason Porostovsky said while it is
great to be in the thick of the playoff hunt,
his team wants more.

“The kids are obviously not happy where
we are at this point, but the goal remains the
same to be playing our best basketball by the
end of the season,” Porostovsky said. “We
know what we got to do in order for us to
keep improving. We are excited about the
second half of district play.”

Jayden Johnson led the way with 16
points against the Rangers, and Cobi Watkins
had 9, “hit timely shots and turned in a great
defensive performance.”

Braelon Orr, Braylen Brown, and Tyrique
Loyd “controlled the game by running the
offense and playing good defense.

Porostovsky said it was a total team effort
to beat Chisholm Trail , and said ti was a
good victory for his team.

“I thought we came out from the start de-
termined to put together a complete game,”
Porostovsky said. “Winning on the road in
district is always a challenge and our kids
stay the course controlling the game from
start to finish. Our defense was solid
throughout and our ability to attack the paint
on offense led to the win.”

On the girl's side, Brewer came up a little
short against Chisholm Trail last Friday, but
coach Dena Atzenhoffer said her team is

showing improvement.

“Our girls are continuing to work really
hard, especially on the defensive end,” At-
zenhoffer said. “They’re doing everything
we’re asking of them defensively and have
really bought into that side of the floor. Our
next step is putting together a consistent of-
fense for all four quarters. We’ve got to be
able to score and do a better job of taking
care of the basketball by eliminating turn-
overs.”

Clara Williams had a standout perform-
ance for the Lady Bears, scoring 16 points
and going 9-for-10 from the free throw line.

“She’s really stepping up and has been a
steady presence for us offensively,” Atzen-
hoffer said.

Reflecting on district to this point, Atzen-
hoffer said she is pleased with how things
have unfolded

“Overall, I feel good about the progress
we’re making in district play,” Atzenhoffer
said. “Despite our 618 record, these kids are
working extremely hard every single day.
We’re embracing this as a rebuilding year,
taking pride in the process, and staying fo-
cused on getting 1 percent better every day.”

On the pitch, Brewer picked up a big win
over Northside on Thursday by a score of 4-
2, and coach Benjamin Buentello said mul-
tiple players stepped up.

“We started off strong, controlling the
game and were able to find a couple of goals
in the first half,” Buentello said. “The first
goal came on a volley at the top of the pen-
alty area from Santiago Romero for his first
varsity goal. The second came from a free-
kick from about 35-yards out on the left side
of the field by Damian Merida, who did well
to put the ball on frame and a little bit of mis-
fortune on the part of the Northside goal-
keeper who mishandled the ball. In the
second half, I would have liked us to be a lit-
tle more disciplined on set-pieces, as we let
two almost identical goals go in. Our mark-
ing in those situations wasn’t to our standard,
however the team did well to continue get-
ting forward on the attack.”

Goal scorers for the Bears include
Romero, Merida (2) and Cesar Silva.

Elio Garcia, Lucas Cousin and Merida all
earned assists.

On the mat, the Brewer wrestling team
competed in one final dual against Aledo be-
fore the district meet this weekend, and
coach Sonny Feexico he did not have his full
squad heading in.

“We went into the Aledo dual knowing
that we would be short-handed on both the
boys' side and the girls' side,” Feexico said.
“We were missing some key weights and had
to fill some spots with our younger and less
experienced kiddos. I went in with the ex-
pectation that our more experienced wres-
tlers would compete and do well in their
matches.”

Feexico said Brewer got big wins out of
Landon Gentry, Jaleel Johnson, and Jackson
Hukill on the boys side and from Daniela Es-
trada, Kamarie Johnson, and Makaila Arriola
on the girls side.

“I was impressed by the effort of our
younger wrestlers who filled spots,” Feexico
said. “Most of the kids who filled these spots
are first-year wrestlers and did not back
down from competing against older, more
experienced athletes. The goal going in was
to be aggressive and not let our opponents
dictate how the match goes. They went into
each match being aggressive and trying to do
things they were coached to do.”

Daniela Estra.d" o




Suburban Newspapers, Inc.

January 29, 2026, PAGE 5

From the Project Linus Blanketeers

First Monday Quilt Club Stitches Comfort
for Children & Families

On the first Monday of every month, laughter, conversation and
the steady hum of sewing machines fill Bethany Christian Church
in White Settlement as volunteers gather not just to quilt, but to
change lives.

The First Monday Quilt Club meets from 9 a.m. to noon at the
church at 1500 Meadow Park Drive, bringing together volunteers
who create handmade quilts and blankets for those who need com-
fort most.  The group’s next meeting is set for Monday, Feb. 2.
Instead of a potluck lunch, participants are asked to bring brunch
or snack items to share.

The club is part of Project Linus, a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to provide love, warmth and a sense of security
to children who have experienced trauma, tragedy or serious ill-
ness. Locally, the volunteers serve as the Tarrant County Chapter
of Project Linus, creating blankets that are distributed to children
throughout the area.

Their work does not stop there. The group also makes coverlets
for veterans, nursing home residents and people experiencing
homelessness. As needs in the community continue to grow, so
does the demand for these handmade gifts of comfort.

LAKE WORTH LOCATION ONLY
STARTING MARCH 9TH
e Accepting new patients
« Self pay or insurance only
¢ Please call to be added to the wait list

682-224-1441
3539 JIM WRIGHT FWY. LAIEE\R[ORTH, TX76106

Organizers say they are especially in need of volunteers with
portable sewing machines to help assemble quilts, but stress that
no experience is required.

“There 1s a place for everyone,” organizers said. Volunteers can
help by sewing, tying knots, crocheting, sorting fabric or simply
lending a helping hand and good spirit. Along the way, many find
not only a meaningful way to serve, but lasting friendships as well.

High school students can earn community service hours by par-
ticipating, and all materials, including fabric, batting, thread and
yarn, are provided. Donations of supplies or monetary contrib-
utions to help purchase materials are also welcome and appreci-
ated

Those interested are encouraged to come for the fellowship and
stay for the joy of making a difference, one stitch at a time.

For more information about Project Linus and its mission, visit
www.projectlinus.org.

For details about the local group and meeting times, call Vir-
ginia Biela at 817-244-1263.

PJ'S &
PANCAKES!

VALENTINE'S DAY AT THE RECREATION CENTER
FEBRUARY 14 - 9:00AM -12:00 PM

RECREATION CENTER 8213 WHITE SETTLEMENT RD

PANCAKES & HOT COCOA

=" \ALENTINE CRAFTS

%

MOVIE SHOWING
FIITHELRRAR \

(LIVE ACTION)

BRING YOUR OWN:

BLANKETS CAMP CHAIRS

YOUR COMFIEST PJ'S!
(WE’LL HAVE SEATING TOO)

———

IEITTE \
SETTILERENT

Parks & Recreation .

RAFFLES THROUGHOUT THE EVENT!
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers
Understanding Artificial Intelligence and

Why It Should Be Used Carefully

Artificial intelli-
gence, often called
Al, is becoming a
bigger part of every-
day life. From online
chat programs and
phone assistants to
navigation systems
and medical soft-
ware, Al is being
used in more places
than ever before.
While the technology
can be helpful and efficient, experts say it is important for the public
to understand that Al is not perfect and should not always be trusted
without question.

Al refers to computer systems designed to perform tasks that
usually require human intelligence. These tasks include understand-
ing language, recognizing images, sorting information and making
predictions or decisions.

Most modern Al systems learn through a process called machine
learning. This works in a way similar to how people learn through
practice and experience. A computer program is shown large
amounts of data and learns to find patterns within that information.
Over time, it becomes better at making predictions or identifying
objects, words or behaviors.

Although Al can be powerful, it also has important weaknesses.

One major concern is biased data. Al systems learn from the in-
formation they are given. If that data is unbalanced or incomplete,
the results can be unfair or inaccurate. For example, if an Al system
is trained mostly on photos of light-skinned people, it may have
more trouble recognizing people with different skin tones. This can
cause serious problems in areas such as hiring, law enforcement or
healthcare.

Another limitation is that Al does not truly understand the world.
It can process information and follow rules, but it does not have emo-
tions, values or common sense. Because of this, it may produce re-
sults that seem logical but are ethically questionable. An Al system
designed to reduce costs, for instance, might suggest changes that
negatively affect workers without understanding the human impact.

Al systems can also appear overly confident. They sometimes
provide answers or recommendations without clearly showing how
uncertain those answers might be. In fields such as medicine or self-
driving technology, this can be dangerous because mistakes can have
serious consequences.

Researchers and technology leaders say there are several ways
to make Al more reliable and fair.

One important step is using more diverse and representative data.
When Al systems are trained using information from many different

groups and communities, they are more likely to produce accurate
and balanced results.

Human oversight is also critical. Al should be used as a tool to
assist people, not replace them. In healthcare, for example, Al can
help analyze test results or scan images, but doctors should still make
the final decisions based on their training and judgment.

Another key goal is transparency. Developers should be able to
explain how their systems work and why certain decisions are made.
If an AI system recommends approving or denying a loan, users
should be able to understand what factors were considered. Clear
explanations can help build trust and allow problems to be identified
and corrected.

Looking ahead, experts say improving Al will require coopera-
tion among researchers, businesses, government officials and the
public.

Open discussion about Al is important. Communities need to talk
about both the benefits and the risks of the technology so people can
better understand how it is being used and how it affects their lives.

Education also plays a major role. Teaching students and adults
how Al works and what its limits are can help people make informed
decisions and ask better questions about the technology they use
every day.

Many organizations are also calling for clear ethical guidelines
for Al development. These guidelines would focus on fairness, ac-
countability and transparency, helping to ensure that new technol-
ogies are used responsibly.

Al is expected to continue shaping daily life in the years ahead.
While it offers many advantages, experts caution that it should al-
ways be used carefully and thoughtfully.

The next time someone interacts with a virtual assistant, a rec-
ommendation system or another Al-powered tool, it is worth remem-
bering that these systems can be helpful but are not flawless.

By staying informed and supporting responsible use of the technol-
ogy, communities can help make sure Al serves people in a fair and
trustworthy way.

Ginger Brown’s

me Restaurant & Bj k
e

Open 7 Days a Week! o
Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135

817-237-2114

0\6Ty

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges

Frontier Jurist John Hemphill Helped Shape
Early Texas Law as First Chief Justice

The law has long
produced great fig-
ures and colorful
personalities in
Texas History.

Among  those
was frontier jurist
John Hemphill. He
was the first chief
justice of the state
supreme court in
Texas, and as such,
he made Texas law
into an instrument to

be wused by all
people.
Hemphill  was

one of the first great
legal minds to pre-
side over a Texas court.

John Hemphill was born in South Carolina on Dec. 18, 1803,
the son of a Presbyterian minister and Irish immigrant. As a young
man, he attended Jefferson College in Pennsylvania and briefly
served as a teacher.

Though college-educated, he never attended a formal law
school. As was the custom at the time, he apprenticed himself to
a local attorney to study the law. Within a matter of months, Hem-
phill was allowed to practice law in South Carolina. By 1831, he
had established his own law practice. He was an outspoken lawyer
and briefly edited a newspaper in Sumter.

After Texas gained its independence from Mexico in 1836, he
became fascinated by the events unfolding in the new republic. He
headed west in 1838 and began a law practice at Washington-on-
the-Brazos, where he quickly became a respected figure.

In January 1840, the Texas Congress selected him to be associ-
ate justice on the Supreme Court of the Republic of Texas. As a
justice, he had to shape how the law in Texas would be interpreted
by the courts. Texas was just developing its own law system and
was still working with laws left over from Spanish and Mexican
rule. Realizing he had to be able to understand the cases coming
before him that were based in Spanish law, Hemphill quickly
learned Spanish to be able decipher and apply the intricacies of
these old laws.

By December, the Texas Congress had elevated him to the po-
sition of chief justice of the supreme court. As chief justice, he
played a careful role in crafting the practice of law in Texas. He
ruled on several cases that gave women inheritance rights equal to
men and increased ease of settlers to claim property. Hemphill be-

lieved that the law must not be used to oppress but instead be used
to recognize the rights of all citizens. Overall, he believed that a
judge must act with honor and that the law must be exercised with
respect to evidence and the rights of the people.

As an active supporter of statehood, he attended the state con-
stitutional convention in 1845 and helped draft the new state con-
stitution for Texas as it prepared to become a state. Later changes
in the state constitution made the supreme court an elected position
rather than an appointed position as it was with federal judicial po-
sitions and judgeships in several other states. Hemphill’s popular-
ity did not make this an obstacle. He easily won the election to the
position of chief justice in 1851, followed by re-election five years
later.

In 1858, the town of Hemphill was named after him in Sabine
County and made the county seat. That same year, the state legis-
lature rejected Sam Houston’s bid for re-election to the U. S. Senate
and instead elected Hemphill to succeed him in the Senate.

However, his time in Washington did not last long. Two years
later, as Texas seceded from the Union, Hemphill openly supported
secession and was expelled from the Senate along with other south-
ern supporters of secession. Texas immediately chose him to rep-
resent Texas at the new Provisional Confederate Congress.
Hemphill served on the Judiciary and Finance committees but
failed to win a full term in the fall 1861 election.

Hemphill died Jan. 3, 1862. In 1876, the state legislature hon-
ored his service by naming Hemphill County, located in the Pan-
handle, after him.

SChOOl Boal‘d (continued from page 1)

Students from every campus in White Settlement ISD recently
gathered to recognize the district’s Board of Trustees during a
School Board Recognition Month ceremony. This year’s theme is
“Our Future is Public,” highlighting the importance of public edu-
cation and the role school boards play in supporting student success.

Superintendent Frank Molinar praised the board for its continued
advocacy for students and schools across the district.

“In a time when we are all fighting for public education, I am so
proud to work alongside a group of trustees who continually advo-
cate for our schools and our kids,” Molinar said. “You prioritize
equipping every child with the resources he or she needs to excel
academically, and you advocate for all of our programs, including
fine arts, athletics and career and technical education, so our kids
can have meaningful experiences and opportunities that prepare
them for college, careers and their future.”

School Board Recognition Month is observed each January ac-
ross Texas to honor the service and leadership of local school board
members.
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White Settlement Bomber News ® Benbrook News * River Oaks News
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817-246-2473
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AIR & HEATING ROOFING
PRECISION Aire & Heat BOB YOUNG Fencing I MOW 4 YOU ECE ROOFING LLC
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www.econnllc.com peter@polinsky-insurance.com LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing CHAD GREEN Tree Service
REALTSTATE _ 817-715-6747 817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell
COURTNEY TIMS, REALTOR-KW lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net
817-771-8918 www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com

courtneytimshomes@kw.com

Business Directory Listings - $15 per month - 3 line max.!
Contact classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Forecast

Friday, Jan. 30:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 45. North wind 5 to 10 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 18. North wind 9 to 15 mph.

Saturday, Jan. 31:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 32. North wind 5 to 19 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 19. North northeast wind around 9 mph becoming
calm.
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Sunday, Feb. 1:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 46. South southwest wind  to 10 mph.
PM - Clear, with a low around 28.

Extended Forcé?%st Click Here
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