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From the Sports Desk with John E English

Player Feature:
Brewer Basketball’s Braelon Orr

The 2024-25 season was supposed to be
a rebuilding year for the Brewer boy's bas-
ketball team, but things did not quite work
out that way.

With hardly any returning varsity experi-
ence, the Bears came together to finish 19-
16 overall and claim the third playoff spot
in district.

One of the players who stepped up for
Brewer in a big way this past season was
Braelon Orr. Coach Jason Porostovsky said,
“Braelon was a varsity player this past year
who came off the bench and provided help
at the guard position. He provided valuable
minutes by being an excellent defender and
able to drive the basketball from the corner
areas. He also made several big baskets in
district (story continued on page 3)
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White Settlement Public Library
Summer Reading:

Fun for All Ages!

Ready to read, have fun, and win prizes?
Join the Summer Reading Program at the li-
brary, open to all ages (yes, adults too!).

Starting June 9 and running through Aug.
1, track your reading on the READSquared
app or at wstxreads.readsquared.com.

Returning reader? Just log in, head to
“My Account,” and click “Add Program” to
jump into this year’s challenge.

Each milestone you hit earns you a prize
and a shot at our grand prize drawing!

Rack up points by reading, reviewing
books, attending library events, and com-
pleting fun challenges.

Summer Movies at the Library

Starting June 9 and running through July
28, join us every Monday at 1 p.m. for a
weekly movie in the Library’s storytime
room. Bring the whole family and enjoy a
lineup of family-friendly films on our big
projector screen.

Feel free to bring your favorite movie
snacks to enjoy during the show, but please
keep all food in the storytime room.

Movie Schedule
June 9: Dog Man
June 16: Moana 2
June 23: Sonic the Hedgehog 3
June 30: Mufasa - the Lion King
July 7: Paddington in Peru
July 14: A Minecraft Movie
July 21: The Day the Earth Blew Up - A
Looney Tunes Movie
Juy 28: Spider-Man Into the Spider-Verse
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CLASSIFIEDS

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor « Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit]
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
1s too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
& much more. Free Est. §17-249-2028

PAINTING SERVICES
HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING
Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS.
WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE
ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf]
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Disc. 817-793-9096.
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From the Project Linus Blanketeers

First Monday Quilt Club:
Project Linus Volunteers Needed

Come join the fun and enjoy great fellowship at the monthly meeting with the Quilt
Club volunteers while you make a difference in our community and bless others by mak-
ing quilts for Project Linus.

The First Monday Quilt Club meets on the first Monday of each month at Bethany
Christian Church located at 1500 Meadow Park Drive in White Settlement from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Instead of a potluck lunch, ladies are asked to bring snack items. Their next
meeting is on Monday, June 2.

Project Linus is a non-profit service organization. The members of this group are Tar-
rant County Chapter Project Linus volunteers who create handmade quilts and blankets
that provide warmth and comfort for local children who have suffered tragedy or illness.
Volunteers also make coverlets for veterans, nursing home residents, and the homeless.
Unfortunately, the need for these blankets increases each month. They desperately need
volunteers with portable sewing machines to help assemble the quilts.

No experience is needed. Anyone can help if you can follow instructions, sew, tie a
knot, crochet a blanket, or tell a good joke. Volunteers have lots of fun and high school
students can receive community service credits for participating. Materials (fabric, batting,
thread, and yarn) are provided. Donations of fabric, yarn, thread, or money to purchase
materials are greatly appreciated.

For more information about the mission of Project Linus, visit www.projectlinus.org.
For more information on this group and meetings, call Virginia Biela at 817-244-1263.

A
I MOW 4 YOU @egis
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming * Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201
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SpOl‘tS DeSk (continued from page 1)

play.”

Porostovsky said that Orr is the type of
player that make a coach's job easy.

“Off the court, Braelon is a fun-loving
kid who brings energy every day,” Poros-
tovsky said. “He is very coachable and that
goes a long way. He also has a competitive
streak in him.”

Orr, 17, said that reflecting on the season
as a whole he is pretty pleased with how
things unfolded.

“I’m happy with the teamwork we were
able to achieve,” Orr said. “We were all able
to work together and accomplish different
achievements we looked forward to during
the season.”

Orr said his goal heading into the season
was to have fun and said he feels like he did
just that.

“I try to bring a good energy to the
team,” Orr said. “I want to hype everyone
up, even when they aren’t doing well.”

Outside of basketball, Orr participates in
Partner PE, a class where he is able to help
kids with special needs with life skills, as
well as keeping them active and working to-
gether as a team

The Brewer point guard said one of his
favorite moments from the season came

when the Bears won the Fairfield tourna-
ous because this game was important to
~ 817-246-9719
http://www.wsmuseum.com

ment.
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me,” Orr said. “Once we won, it was like a
weight was lifted off my shoulders and I was
happy.”

Orr counts anime among his hobbies and
said what initially made him want to play
basketball was Lebron James.

“I remember watching him on the court
at home, and I wanted to be like him,” Orr
said. “I decided that it was a good idea to
join the team and it was one of the best deci-
sions I could’ve made.”

Porostovsky said he is pleased with the
progress he has seen from Orr during the
off-season.

“Braelon has had an incredible off-sea-
son already taking on a scoring and leader-
ship role with the team so far,” Porostovsky
said. “His progression has been incredible,
and we are very excited about how Braelon
and the team looks this spring.”

Orr's Favorites

Favorite Athlete: Lebron James

Favorite Sports Team: Dallas Cowboys
Favorite Food: Hot Dogs or Tacos
Favorite Movie: Spirited Away
Favorite TV Show: Vampire Diaries
Book Currently Reading: “The Outsiders”
Favorite Musical Group or Performer:
Drake
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From the City of White Settlement

2025 Community
Clean Up Events

The Community Cleanup program has
undergone several changes. This Frontier
Waste Solutions program provides a con-
venient option for White Settlement res-
idents to dispose of their extra bulk, limbs,
and brush. With a new location, new hours,
and a new voucher sign up system, we ask
that you please pay close attention to the de-
tails below as you look to utilize this serv-
ice.

2025 Community Clean Up Dates
June 21 « Sept. 20 ¢ Oct. 18 « Nov. 15

Only White Settlement residents are al-
lowed to participate in these events. This
service is not for contractors or businesses.

Participants must submit a voucher form,
either online at wstx.us/voucher or in person
at the utility billing counter at City Hall, lo-
cated at 214 Meadow Park. You must bring
a Driver's License or ID and the address on
ID should match the address on file for the
associated water bill. The deadline to submit
a voucher is five business days before the
Community Cleanup Event. You will re-
ceive a notification once your voucher has
been verified. Only those who have gone
through this voucher process will be allowed
to utilize the Community Clean Up. A
voucher is only good for one Community
Cleanup; you must apply for a new voucher
for future cleanups.

Residents with processed vouchers can
bring items to 8212 Albert St. on the des-
ignated Saturdays only from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Participants must present latest water bill
and valid ID when arriving at the Com-
munity Cleanup event. ID address must
match the address on file with your water
bill.

Acceptable items include: bulk debris,
trash, furniture, limbs and brush.

Unacceptable items: appliances contain-
ing freon, tires, concrete, electronics, and
household hazardous waste.

For more information, call 817-470-2525
or Frontier Waste at 1-888-854-2905.
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

Summer Safety:
Phones Down, Eyes
Up - Preventing
Drownings with
Active Supervision

As temperatures rise and families flock
to pools, lakes, and beaches, the simple act
of putting phones down can save lives.

Drowning is one of the leading causes of
death for children under 14, and it often
happens silently and in seconds.

One of the most effective ways to pre-
vent it is through active supervision, having
a dedicated Water Watcher.

A Water Watcher is a responsible adult
assigned to keep their full attention on
swimmers without distractions. That means
no texting, no scrolling, and no phone calls.
The role can rotate every 15 to 30 minutes
to avoid fatigue, but while on duty, the
Water Watcher should maintain constant vi-
sual contact with all swimmers, especially
young children or those who are not strong
swimmers.

It’s a myth that splashing or yelling will
always signal trouble, drowning is often
quiet. Children can slip beneath the surface
unnoticed in the time it takes to check a no-
tification.

Creating a culture of “phones down, eyes
up” during swim time ensures children are
safer. Designating a Water Watcher and
eliminating distractions can make the differ-
ence between a fun day in the water and a
tragic accident. Stay alert. Be present. Save
a life.
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From Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

Identifying
Venomous & Nonvenomous Snakes

Vertical pupil

Round pupil
Figure 2

VENOMOUS

Anal
plate

Identifying venomous snakes from non-
venomous ones is crucial for anyone living
in or visiting areas inhabited by these rep-
tiles. Several key characteristics can aid in
distinguishing between the two.

Firstly, observe the snake's head shape
and size. Venomous snakes typically possess
triangular-shaped heads, wider at the back
and narrowing towards the snout. This is due
to the venom glands located behind their
eyes, giving them a distinct shape. Nonven-
omous snakes, on the other hand, often have
heads that are more rounded or oval-shaped.

Examine the snake's eyes. Venomous
snakes usually have elliptical or slit-like pu-
pils, similar to a cat's, whereas nonvenom-
ous snakes typically have round pupils.

Consider the body length and shape.
Venomous snakes tend to have shorter,
thicker bodies, while nonvenomous snakes
may be longer and more slender.
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Check for pit organs. Many venomous
snakes, such as pit vipers, have heat-sensing
pits located between their eyes and nostrils,
which aid in detecting warm-blooded prey.
Nonvenomous snakes generally lack these
pits.

Lastly, observe the coloration and pat-
terns. While there are exceptions, venomous
snakes often have vibrant colors or distinc-
tive patterns, serving as a warning to poten-
tial predators. Nonvenomous snakes may
also have patterns, but they are typically less
bold and striking.

Remember, it's essential to exercise cau-
tion with all interactions with snakes in the
wild. When in doubt, it's best to give them
space and appreciate them from a safe dis-
tance.

If you encounter a snake and are unsure
of its venomous status, seek assistance from
a local expert or wildlife authority.
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From StatePoint

Are You Mowing Your Lawn to the Right
Height?

One of the most highly debated topics in
lawn care, mowing height, is also one of the
most important.

That’s why Exmark has partnered with
landscape designer, Doug Scott with Re-
deem Your Ground, on a new video offering
tips and insights for selecting the right
height of cut for your lawn. So, why is mow-
ing height so critical?

“Grass mowed to the right height better
captures the light, rain and nutrients your
lawn needs, helping it grow deeper, denser,
stronger and healthier,” says Scott. “Mow-
ing too low makes your lawn susceptible to
being burned by the sun, weakening the
roots and creating the potential for a weed
infestation. Whereas mowing too high runs
the risk of excess moisture build-up, which
creates a welcoming environment for pests.”

To strike the right balance, follow the
golden rule of mowing: Never cut off more
than one-third of the blade at a time, even if
your lawn is overgrown. While you may feel
like you’re saving time, a harsh haircut does
your lawn a major disservice. Gradually
lowering your blades to the desired height
will help maintain a strong root system and
lush yard canopy.

Another consideration is grass type, with
warm-season grass and cool-season grasses
falling into two mowing height ranges.

For warm-season grasses, like Bermuda,
you’ll want to drop the deck height of your
mower close to its lowest setting, close to
between one-to-two inches high. That’s be-
cause these grasses thrive in the scorching
summer sun, so they can handle a lower

height.

If you have cool-season grass, like Fes-
cue or Kentucky Bluegrass, you’ll want to
cut it a little bit higher. These grasses are
built for freezing winters and need some
height as protection from the elements. So
make sure to keep your cool-season lawn
between two-to-four inches high.

“While knowing the range for each grass
type provides nice guardrails for mowing,
where you mow within that range changes
with the season,” warns Scott.

Once springtime rolls around, lower your
deck height by a half inch from your normal
summer height. This encourages new
growth.

During summer, mow on the higher end
of your grass type’s specified range. Taller
grass provides shade to the soil, retaining
vital moisture needed to help your lawn stay
healthy and cool.

In fall, continue your normal summer
routine, especially if you have warm-season
grass. If you have a cool-season lawn, you
might have to up your mowing frequency,
as it’s this grass type’s prime growing sea-
son.

For the last mowing session of the year,
drop your mowing height by half an inch
again. That brings you up to winter, the per-
fect time of year for you and your lawn to
rest. With most grasses going dormant in
winter, mowing isn’t typically necessary. So
take that time to do other activities and tasks
you enjoy in the yard. For warmer climates,
you can continue to mow, just cut down on
the frequency to ensure a healthier lawn.

For more insights, watch “How to Deter-
mine Mowing Height,” a new episode of
“Done-In-A-Weekend Projects,” an original
series from lawn care equipment manufac-
turer, Exmark. To watch the video, visit
Backyard Life, focused on helping home-
owners improve their outdoor living spaces.

Lawn care is both a science and an art.
With the right know-how and experience,
you can cultivate a lawn that provides you
with an abundant backyard life.
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From the City of White Settlement

Movie Night at the Rec
June 13

Residents are invited to a free movie
night on Friday, June 13, at the White Set-
tlement Recreation Center, located at 8213
White Settlement Rd.

There will be popcorn, snacks, and
drinks to enjoy while watching.

The movie, Despicable Me 4, kicks off
at 6:30 p.m. Be there!

For more information, call 817-246-
5012.

White Settlement Public Library
Teen Summer Club

Calling all creative teens! This summer,
join us for Teen Summer Club and explore
the world of art through hands-on projects
and fun with friends. Each Tuesday at 2
p.m., we’ll dive into a new artistic adven-
ture! Come to paint bookends, build paper
rooms, design comics, create artist trading
cards, explore animation, tackle writing
prompt challenges, and craft colorful mo-
saics. We’ll wrap up the summer with a
pizza party and games at our finale celebra-
tion!

This is a free program and no registration
is required.

CLASSIFIEDS

RENTALS AVAILABLE

3-1-1 C/A & HEAT, FENCED YARD, WASHER &
DRYER CONNECTIONS. $1,500 Mmo0. $1,000 DEPOSIT
817-996-6500

BEAUTIFUL LUXURY APARTMENTS IN BENBROOK!

Non-smoking facility with 2/b, 2 full baths. Large

closets, W/D hookup. Central Ac/H. Carports w/pri-
vate storage. Close to shopping, in Quiet, Safe
neighborhood. $1180 mo. Phone 817-249-2143

ITEMS FOR SALE

2016 Motorcycle, Harley Davidson
Touring trike, 3 wheels, Manual reverse.
$22,500 Firm. 817-475-7683
17,855k miles, Garage kept.
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges

Anson Jones: The Last President of the Republic of Texas and
the Struggle for Statehood

Texas is one of four states to once have been an independent
nation. Though only a short period in its long history, it has be-
come a source of curiosity and pride for many. The last man to
serve as president for the Republic of Texas was Dr. Anson Jones.
While he guided Texas to statehood, his life was one of successes
and failures.

Jones was born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, in January
1798. His education was sporadic, but he possessed a great intel-
ligence and a strong sense of curiosity. As a teenager, he lived in
Seneca Falls, New York. He hoped to become a printer, but he
soon decided to become a physician. He apprenticed under a local
doctor and was soon licensed by the Medical Society of Oneida,
New York. His practice, however, struggled and he ran up large
debts. He moved to Philadelphia to open a new practice and began
operating a school. However, his money problems grew worse and
was arrested for non-payment of his debts in 1824. He fled for
Venezuela and eventually returned to Philadelphia. He received a
formal medical degree at Jefferson Medical College in 1827.

His financial fortunes did not improve, so he left Philadelphia
for New Orleans in 1832, hoping to become a merchant in the
growing port city. However, his situation did not improve, and he
grew increasingly frustrated. In 1833, friends persuaded him to
move to Texas, and he settled in Brazoria. By the next year, he
had a thriving medical practice and became increasingly involved
in local politics. He also became involved with the local Masonic
Lodge and Odd Fellow society.

The relationship between Texas settlers and Mexico became in-
creasingly belligerent as the Mexican government became increas-
ingly heavy-handed in its dealings with its critics. Jones began to
openly call for Texas independence. In December 1835, after fight-
ing had begun between settlers and the Mexican Army, a number
of settlers met in Columbia for a meeting called the Consultation,
to help decide the next move by settlers. Jones led a call for a con-
vention to declare independence by the following spring, but he
would not put his name in contention to be a delegate.

As warfare spread, Jones joined the fight. By the spring of
1836, he was serving in the Second Regiment as a judge advocate
and a surgeon. He soon rose to become apothecary general of the
army. After Texas won the war, he returned to Brazoria to resume
his medical career. He was elected to the Texas Congress and
pushed for legislation to encourage education and the creation of
a national university. He pushed for medical regulations and op-
posed the creation of a state-run bank and railroad company.

President Sam Houston appointed him as Texas ambassador to
the United States in 1838. Both men saw that the effort to annex
Texas to the United States was faltering and agreed to withdraw
the request for the time being. In the meantime, he attempted to

Anson Jones:

The Last President of
the Republic of Texas
and the Struggle for

Statehood

work with Europe and the United States to improve trade. Houston
could not run for re-election, and Mirabeau B. Lamar was elected
president.

Lamar replaced Jones as ambassador, and Jones returned to
Texas to serve in Congress once again. Jones became increasingly
critical of Lamar’s policies and spending. Lamar was extremely
unpopular as his term ended in 1841. Houston announced he would
run for president once again. Jones declined to run for vice-pres-
ident. Voters returned Sam Houston to the presidency by a wide
margin.

Houston was determined to make Texas part of the United
States. He hoped to make Texas look too valuable economically
and too important strategically for the United States to ignore, and
Jones agreed. Houston appointed Jones as his secretary of state,
and the two began negotiations with the United States for annex-
ation once again. As progress began to be made on annexation,
this put Jones on track to be Texas’s president with the 1844 elec-
tion.

Part 11

In one of the most delicate moments in the history of Texas,
Anson Jones stood at the center. When Sam Houston became pres-
ident of the Texas Republic a second time in December 1841, he
quickly named Jones as secretary of state. Looking at continuing
skirmishes with Mexico and failing finances, Houston hoped to try
annexation a second time. Jones, a physician by training, had to
navigate the chaotic diplomatic waters.

The entire question of Texas’s fate hinged on the increasingly
tense debate over slavery in the United States. Slavery was still
legal in Texas. Northern abolitionists were horrified at the prospect
of admitting such a large slave territory into the Union, one that
they feared would wreck the delicate political balance in the coun-
try. Talk of splitting Texas into (continued on page 7)
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Tean HiStOl‘y Miﬂ“te (continued from page 5)

smaller states, expanding the South’s Senate influence even further,
frightened abolitionist politicians. President Andrew Jackson fa-
vored annexation, but with his term in office ending in 1837 and
Mexico threatening war with the United States over the issue, he
decided not to pursue it. Jackson would not enter a fight he could
not finish. His successor, President Martin Van Buren of New York,
increasingly moved against slavery and saw interest in Texas an-
nexation fading. President William Henry Harrison of Indiana
never had time to weigh in on the Texas question in his one month
in office in 1841. All this had left Texas alone in the wilderness.

By 1842, President John Tyler of Virginia began expressing in-
terest in Texas again. Houston and Jones knew annexation was not
assured. Both worked to maintain healthy trade relations with Eu-
rope, hoping that expanding them might make the U. S. more in-
clined to bring in Texas.

On April 12, 1844, an annexation treaty was signed, but it faced
ratification in the U. S. Senate. On June 8, it failed by a vote of
16-35. Tyler pursued a simple bill to admit Texas, which would
require both houses of Congress. But 1844 meant presidential elec-
tions in the U. S. and in Texas. In the U. S., James K. Polk of Ten-
nessee won a close contest where Texas annexation figured
prominently.

In Texas, the 1844 presidential election pitted Jones against
Vice-President Edward Burleson. Texans were heavily in favor of
annexation. Burleson charged Jones with being against annexation
because of his diplomatic overtures to Europe, a charge Jones de-
nied. In the close contest, Jones prevailed by a margin of 7,037 to
5,668.
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When Jones assumed office in December, he knew annexation
was far from certain. Mexico still threatened Texas, Texas was near
bankruptcy, and trade with Europe faltered as negotiations with the
U. S. continued. Jones said nothing about annexation in his inau-
gural address. Inflation had made the Texas currency all but worth-
less. Nevertheless, Jones pursued construction of a 75-foot
lighthouse as well as a hospital on Galveston Island. He pushed a
policy of peace with the Native American tribes, securing a peace
treaty with the 11 major tribes of Texas by February.

In January 1845, the U. S. House passed an annexation bill, one
that passed the U. S. Senate by a one-vote margin a month later.
Tyler signed the bill on March 1, just before he left office.

Mexico tried to derail annexation by offering a peace treaty and
recognition of Texas which attracted little interest in Texas. Jones
pushed the Texas Congress to support annexation and a state con-
stitutional convention. Congress approved the measures in June.
His vice-president, San Augustine lawyer Kenneth Anderson, died
suddenly in July 1845 at age 39. The office would never again be
filled.

Texas statehood was made official on December 28. On Feb.
19, 1846, statechood was made official. In a solemn ceremony,
Jones turned over his office to the state’s first governor, J. Pinckney
Henderson. He told the gathering, “The final act in this great drama
is performed. The Republic of Texas is no more.”

After his presidency, Jones co-founded the Texas Medical So-
ciety in 1853. He bought a large plantation near Washington-on-
the-Brazos, which he named Barrington, after his home town.

While his plantation remained prosperous, he grew increasingly

frustrated and despondent that his political
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career had come to a halt. His attempts at a
political comeback were repeatedly
thwarted, and he sank into depression. The
state legislature, increasingly frustrated with
Houston’s performance as a U. S. Senator,
prepared to vote to replace him in January
1858. Jones hoped to secure the position but
lost decisively. Despondent, Jones went to

 GANG ACTIVITY the site of the old Texas capitol in Houston
* SEXTING and, on January 9, took his own life. He was
+ SEXUAL HARASSMENT | 50

In 1884, the state legislature named
Jones County in his honor. Several schools
across Texas have also been named for him.
His homestead in Washington County has
since become a state historic park and acts
as a historic living farm for tourists.

Jones is buried in Houston.
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Weekend Forecast

Friday, May 30:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 79. North northeast wind around 5 mph.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 62. North northeast wind around 5 mph becoming calm in the
evening.

Saturday, May 31:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. Calm wind becoming east southeast around 5 mph.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 66. South wind around 5 mph.

Sunday, June 1:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 89. South wind around 5 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 70.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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