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National Police Week Honors One Family’s Unbroken Chain

of Service and Sacrifice
by White Settlement Bomber News Editor, Emily Moxley

Pictured are: Deputy Inspector General Richard Hale (left)
and son WSPD Officer Thomas Hale.

When Officer Thomas Hale patrols the streets of White Settle-
ment, he walks the same neighborhoods where he once rode bikes
as a child and cheered from the stands as a Brewer High School
student. Now, in uniform, Hale serves with quiet dedication, not
only to his community, but in honor of the legacy left by his late
father.

Hale, a 2008 Brewer High School graduate, joined the White
Settlement Police Department in October 2023. After completing
his Texas Commission on Law Enforcement training in April 2024,
he set his sights on becoming the kind of officer his hometown can
trust and rely on.

“I want to continue to grow and learn the skills needed to be a
good officer for the community I serve,” Hale said.

His commitment runs deeper than career goals. It’s rooted in
memory.

Richard Wayne Hale, father to Thomas and a 1991 Brewer grad-
uate, was also a dedicated public servant. Hale served with the De-
catur Police Department and later as Deputy Inspector General
with the Texas Juvenile Justice Department’s Office of Inspector
General. He also volunteered with the White Settlement Fire De-
partment.

On May 9, 2018, Deputy Inspector General Hale was killed in
the line of duty while returning from a meeting with state prose-

(story continued on page 5)

from the White Settlement Historical Museum

Walk Through History on Saturday!

The White Settlement Historical Museum will host its second
annual “Walk Through History” event on Saturday, May 10, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., featuring historical reenactments, live demon-
strations, and interactive exhibits. Admission is free and open to
the public.

Festivities begin along Hanon Drive with a 10:30 a.m. parade
led by the White Settlement Police Department Color Guard, fol-
lowed by a flag-raising ceremony and the Pledge of Allegiance. At

12:30 p.m., the 4th U.S. Scouts Crew 1872 Color Guard will lead
a second parade.

The museum grounds will feature reenactors representing var-
ious periods of Texas history, including the Texas Rangers (1823—
1880), and the 15th Texas Dismounted Cavalry, who will conduct
black powder rifle demonstrations. The 4th U.S. Scouts 1872 Ven-
ture Crew will present campfire cooking, while 1880s-era gun-
fighters and Faro dealers will (story continued on page 5)
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CLASSIFIEDS

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor ¢ Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit

cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642
Michael’s Haypy
PC SALES & SERVICE Mother’s Day!
Sunday, May 11
Virus Removal & Upgrades,
Office Furn. Ll

Fax & Copy Services !

Toner Cartridges
A+, Network+ Certified

call for an Appointment

817-945-comp(2667)

or 817-437-8580

ELECTRIC SERVICES

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will

serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN
HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
...... S B S e
Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains

lines cleared, & Fencing, reasonable. Military &
Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

PAINTING SERVICES
HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

PLUMBING SERVICES
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS.

WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Discount avail. Insured 817-793-9096.

IMOW4YOU

Will Do Mowing &
Leaf Work!
Free Estimates w/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249
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Returning Student Verification Deadline

May 23

All families of returning WSISD stu-
dents must complete the online returning
student verification process by May 23 to re-
serve a classroom space and receive their
child’s schedule in August.

To complete the Online Returning Stu-
dent Verification, click the link and login to
Gradebook/Family Access and then click
Returning Student Verification on the left.
(Do not click New Student Registration for
returning students.)

If you are not returning to WSISD,
please complete this brief form.

For best results, complete the registration
on a computer.

Proof of residency must be uploaded if
the address has changed.

To view the online registration in Spa-
nish, use a Google web browser. Right click
on the page, and click translate in the upper
right-hand corner.

Parents of incoming seventh-graders
should email their campus nurse with up-
dated immunization records. Click here for
more information.

For questions regarding access/login,
contact the campus staff listed below. In-
clude student's name and parent/guardian
name.

* Brewer High - Diana Meza,
dmeza@wsisd.net or Brandi Arnold - bar-
nold@wsisd.net

* Brewer Middle - Tabatha Gehrig - ta-
batha.gehrig@wsisd.net

* Tannahill Intermediate - Norma Garcia
- norma.garcia@wsisd.net

* Blue Haze Elementary - Lindsey Hel-
lums - mhellums@wsisd.net

* Fine Arts Academy - Kelly Ferguson -
kelly.ferguson@wsisd.net

* Liberty Elementary- Linda Ybarra - ly-
barra@wsisd.net

* North STEAM Academy - Erica Wil-
liams - erica.williams@wsisd.net

* West Early Learners Academy - Brit-
tany Kinsey - brittany.kinsey@wsisd.net

Central Administration -
amoore@wsisd.net

Central Administration - Janet Poyfair,
jpoyfair@wsisd.net
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Brewer Baseball Ends Season with Grit, Softball and Track

Shine in Postseason Play

The season ended for the Brewer baseball team this past week-
end, but not before the Bears earned a post-season berth and gave
it's bi-district opponent everything it had.

The Bears lost their series against Grapevine and coach Art Sen-
ato said his team fought hard against tremendous odds.

“I could not be more proud of how we played and competed
against the defending state champs and number one ranked team
in the state,” Senato said. “I’m not big on moral victories, and get-
ting swept in the first would normally not stand real well with me.
However, when very few people, and I mean very few people out-
side of my coaches and players, believed we could even make the
playoffs to go toe to toe with Grapevine.”

Brewer lost by scores of 7-3 on Thursday and 8-7 in 11 innings
on Friday to the Mustangs, and Senato said a number of players
stepped up for Brewer.

“There were so many stand out performances,” Senato said.
“The timely hitting that we lacked in the regular season was on full
display, especially in game 2. Sergio Aguirre, Jesse Orozco, and
Troy Griffin made game-saving plays on defense. Lucas Cantu hit
a long home run in game one. Anthony Narez performance out of
the bullpen in game 2 was amazing. He pitched with skill, heart,
guts, and grit.”

Reflecting on the season as a whole, Senato said he is content.

“My heart is full,” Senato said. “We did what very few thought
we could do, make the playoffs. Then to play like we did against
Grapevine, the bar has been raised by this team.”

Senato said he hopes his players take away a couple of things
from this season.

“That when they compete with confidence they can compete at
the very highest level of Texas High School Baseball,” Senato said.
“Next, we have to learn how to finish in those games.”

Senato said things are also shaping up well for next season.

“We return two of our top three pitchers,” Senato said. “Though
I can’t reveal the all-district selections, we will return a handful of
starters that earned all district recognition.”

In softball, Brewer won it's area round series against FW South
Hills by scores of 18-1 and 16-5 to advance to the regional round
of the playoffs last week.

Alyssa Wilson and Kamren Pride both hit two home runs each
in game one of the series, while Cozette Tyson added a homer of
her own.

Aleana Urias and Maddie Folsom both tripled for the Bears in
the game, and Avery Welch, Wilson and C. Johnson all doubled.

In game two, Welch, Haylie Jimenez and Keira Miller all ho-
mered, and Miller also tripled for Brewer.

Parker Pride doubled and had 3 RBI and 2 runs scored in the
second game.

Marteese Williams
300M HURDLES (37.'74)

In track and field, Marteese Williams finished fourth at the state
track & field meet in the 300 Meter Hurdles event with a time 37.74
for Brewer High School.

SUBSCRIBE!

Have the White Settlement Bomber News

sent to your inbox weekly!
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Texas Department of Transportation

Driver Safety Tips During Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month

Motorcyclist Brendan Johnson donated his black leather jacket
to TxDOT for use in motorcycle safety messages. Tragically, he
never saw the campaign because he was killed in a motorcycle
crash.

To help prevent tragedies like this, TxDOT is sharing Johnson’s
story and driver safety tips during Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month through the Share the Road: Look Twice for Motorcycles
campaign.

“We often hear drivers say they simply ‘didn’t see’ the motor-
cyclist,” said TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams. “We want
every driver to check and double check for motorcycles and learn
how to safely share the road across the streets and highways of
Texas.”

Brendan’s Story

Months before he was killed, Johnson lent his beloved motor-
cycle jacket for a TxDOT campaign billboard photo shoot, and he
was thrilled to be involved in the safety message. But before he
got to see the signs go up, a van turned in front of him on his way
home from work and sent him into a ditch.

His coworkers were among the first on the scene. They at-
tempted CPR and heard repeated questions from the driver of the
van who said, “Where did he come from? I didn’t see him.”

The Data

In the more than 9,000 motorcycle crashes in Texas last year,
585 motorcyclists were killed. These crashes can be prevented if
drivers learn to share the road and watch out for motorcycles.
Safety Tips

* Train yourself to notice motorcycles. They’re smaller and
lower to the ground than cars. By reminding yourself to keep an
eye out for motorcycles, you’ll train your eyes and brain to notice
them more easily.

* Look twice. Always use your turn signals and check your mir-
rors and blind spots before changing lanes.

* Use caution when turning. Drivers have trouble judging the
speed and distance of motorcycles. Never try to rush a turn ahead
of an oncoming motorcycle.

» Don’t tailgate. Keep a safe following distance. Motorcycles

can slow down by downshifting, which doesn’t activate their brake
lights.

* Don’t crowd. If you need to pass a motorcycle, treat it like a
car and give it a full lane of space. Never crowd into the same lane.

* Slow down. Speeding makes every type of crash more deadly.
Obey posted speed limits and drive according to conditions.

To spread these messages, TxDOT’s campaign will use adver-
tisements and an interactive traveling exhibit that demonstrates
how easy it is to lose sight of a motorcycle if you’re not paying at-
tention. The exhibit uses virtual reality so participants can experi-
ence the perspectives of both driving a car and riding a motorcycle
in dangerous situations.

Share the Road: Look Twice for Motorcycles is an important
part of TxDOT’s Drive like a Texan: Kind. Courteous. Safe. initia-
tive. Drive like a Texan is about embracing the pride, camaraderie
and responsibility of being a Texan on the road. By making
thoughtful choices, we can all help keep each other safe.

Learn more at DriveLikeATexan.com.

_ White Settlement
Hustarlcal Museum
8320 Hanon Drive é
White Settlement, Texas 76108
- 817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM

Follow Us! Closed: Sunday & Monday

facebook.com/ http://www.wsmuseum.com
WSBomberNews FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
AT O CA) (V pltancelnc -Home
READ Sales s Service o Parts Seerce

LOCAL Huge- &2 : 'S rvgglvjw R
. cratc ent, Re-
APP\iaﬂce Sale conditioned

20% to 50% Off Retail!

When you support
your local newspaper,
you support your
community.

817-244-5404 »

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

Ginger Brown’s

1 yme Restaurant & B a k

Gt
N Open 7 Days a Week!
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Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135
817-237-2114

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!

Breakfast*Lunch+

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3 pm
4902 US-377,
Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-244-1372

Home
Cooking
Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3pm

4705 River Oaks Blvd,
Fort Worth, TX 76114

817-378-9262
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Walk Through History

(continued from page 1)

bring Old West flair to the event. Additional attractions include |-

blacksmith demonstrations, live music from the Buttermilk Junc-
tion Old-Time String Band, and WWII and Vietnam War exhibits
from the Military Museum of Fort Worth, including rides in a World
War Il-era Jeep.

Informational booths will be hosted by the White Settlement
Fire and Police Departments, the White Settlement Historical So-
ciety, and Fort Richardson Historic Site from Jacksboro.

For more information, call 817-246-9719 or visit www.wsmu-
seum.com.

Service and Sacrifice

(continued from page 1)

cutors in Decatur when his vehicle collided with a tractor-trailer
near Highway 51 north of Decatur. He was 46 years old and had
served in law enforcement for 16 years. He left behind a wife and
eight children.

As the nation marks National Police Week May 11 through May
17, Ofticer Hale’s story stands as a powerful reminder of the sac-
rifices made by law enforcement families and the enduring bond
between officers and the communities they serve.

Beyond the badge, Thomas Hale enjoys hiking, cycling, and
spending time with his family - simple joys that carry a deeper
meaning for someone who knows firsthand how precious life can
be.

His presence in White Settlement is more than just a return
home. It’s a continuation of a legacy of service, honor, and resil-
ience that began a generation ago, and a testament to the strength
of a son walking in his father's footsteps.
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CITY of |
WHITE SETTLEMENT
EVENTS in MAY

Thursday, May 8 at 4:30pm:
Fancy Nancy Tea Party at the Senior Center
Thursday, May 8 at 6pm:

Police Memorial Ceremony at the
White Settlement PD
Saturday, May 10 from 9 to 11am:
The Great American Cleanup behind the
Firefighter Pavilion
Saturday, May 10 from 10am-2pm:
Walk Through History at the
White Settlement Historical Museum
Saturday, May 10 from 10am-1pm:

WS Monarch Waystation Event in the garden
between the Senior Center and Rec Center
Saturday, May 17 from 9am-noon:
Touch a Truck at the Splash Dayz Parking Lot

Monday, May 26 at 9am: |
Memorial Day Ceremony at Veterans Park

r‘o“Ch A Tl'uc k

. |

9AM - 12 PM
SPLASH DAYZ PARKING LOT (BEHIND VETERANS PARK)
405 N. LAS VEGAS TRAIL

SETTLEMENT
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From the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution

Mary Isham Keith Chapter Celebrates National Historic

Marker Day

National Historic Marker Day is celebrated

annually on the last Friday of April, dedicated
to cleaning, maintaining, and recognizing the
historical significance of markers while honor-
ing local history.
Mary Isham Keith Chapter members recently
gathered to celebrate and rededicate a historic
marker originally erected by the chapter in De-
cember 1921 to commemorate the founding of
Camp Worth in 1849. The bas-relief plaque,
mounted on a granite boulder, is located near
the original site of the army post at the corner
of Houston and South Belknap Streets in down-
town Fort Worth, now the location of the Crim-
inal Courts Building. The bronze panel,
depicting an ox train departing the fort, is
framed by a decorative border of arrows, stars,
and bullets and is signed "J. M. Lore."

The reverse side of the granite boulder bears
the insignia of the National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution (NSDAR). "J. M.
Lore" was the professional name of Fort Worth-
born sculptor Joseph Lorkowsky, who studied
in New York and later resided in Ridgefield,
Connecticut. In 1922, he was adopted by a New
York woman and subsequently took the name
Joseph Lorkowsky Boulton, under which name
he continued his artistic career. The plaque was
cast by Limerick and Company of Baltimore,
Maryland, whose name also appears on the
marker.

At the time of the original dedication, Mrs.
Alma Evans McLean served as Regent of the
Mary Isham Keith Chapter from 1919 to 1921,
followed by Mrs. Edith Attwell Taylor from
1921 to 1923. Mrs. McLean, born in Sherman,
Texas, in 1877, passed away in 1962 and is bu-
ried at Mount Olivet Cemetery in Fort Worth.
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Pictured above: Elizabeth Harvey, Regent Pat Snclair, Cecelia Van Donselaar, Teresa

Wilson, Honorary Regent Charlsey Holler, Karla Hodge, Laura Tauzel, Rebecca Liles,

Katrina Lorenzen and Betty Coe Manuel.

Mrs. Taylor, born in Kentucky in 1867, later
made her home in Fort Worth, where she passed
away in 1932. She is interred at Oakwood Cem-
etery.

The National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) is a non-political
women’s service organization whose members
can trace their lineage to an individual who con-
tributed to securing American independence
during the Revolutionary War. DAR members
annually provide millions of hours of volunteer
service to their local communities across the
country and world. DAR chapters participate in
projects to promote historic preservation, edu-
cation, and patriotism.

If you are interested in learning more about
DAR membership, email mikregent2025
@gmail.com.

Pictured below: Mary Isham Keith Chapter
members at the Marker Dedication in 1921

|
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Mr. Sweeps
Chimney Cleaning
Special!

$10 OFF

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming * Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

SUMMER PRIDE

BREWER ATHLETICS

DAILY SCHEDULE

June 2nd- 27th & July 7th-17th

6:30 AM

Breakfast - Opens

7-10 AM - 1Ist Session

High School S&C - 2 Hours
High School Skills - 1 Hour

10 AM- 12 PM - 2nd Session

Middle School S&C - 1 Hour
Middle School Skills - 1 Hour

12PM - 1PM

Lunch Available

*ALL SESSIONS WILL BE @ BHS
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One Moment Longer: The Heroic Stand of Master Sergeant

Travis Watkins

It has been said that hero-
ism is defined as holding on for
one moment longer. A moment
can save a life or change the
destiny of a nation.

Travis Watkins, a native
Texas resident, was one such
hero who took charge and held
on against overwhelming odds,
saving the lives of his men in
the process and receiving the
Congressional Medal of Honor
for his actions.

Travis Watkins was born in
Waldo, a small community in
southern Arkansas in 1920.
The family would stay in Waldo for only a few years more before
leaving for Texas, finally settling in Troup, a small town near Tyler.
In 1939, he enlisted in the army.

At Guadalcanal in the South Pacific, American forces went on
the offensive against Japan for the first time in the war, determined
to turn the tide of the fighting. In August 1942, American forces
launched an attack on Japanese positions. Watkins served with dis-
tinction in the battle and was awarded the Bronze Star for his brav-
ery.

He served with distinction in many campaigns until the Allied
victory in 1945. Watkins continued to serve in the army in the
peacetime years that followed and rose through the enlisted ranks
to Master Sergeant. In 1948, he married Madie Sue Barnett, with
whom he had two daughters.

In June 1950, the peace was shattered when North Korea
launched a massive, unprovoked attack on South Korea. Watkins
was called back into action with the Ninth Infantry and sent to
shore up their failing defenses. By the end of August, American,
South Korean, and United Nations forces had been pushed into a
small pocket of the southeastern corner of South Korea that came
to be called the Pusan Perimeter. Allied forces were facing total
defeat.

On Aug. 31, Watkins and his detachment of 30 men were com-
pletely cut off from their regiment. Near Yongsan, he organized
his small group into defensive positions, deciding to fight it out.
As they ran low on ammunition, Watkins would charge out of their
foxholes to retrieve ammunition from fallen North Korean troops.
Though he was shot, he continued to fight for the lives of his men
for three more days.

Watkins and his men deflected wave after wave of attacks. In
one wave, North Korean troops charged his foxhole with grenades.
Critically wounded in the attack, Watkins killed all of his attackers,

» A~
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preventing his position from being overrun.

But he realized he had been paralyzed from the waist down by
his injuries. He knew he would not survive the battle but kept di-
recting his men to give them their chance to break out and rejoin
their regiment. Over the next days, he insisted the men take his
share of their dwindling food supply, and on Sept. 3, after seeing
an opening, ordered them to make their escape without him, telling
them his injuries would only slow them down. According to his
men, he wished them luck and then died. The remaining troops
made it back safely after a battle that took out 500 enemy troops.

Watkins died two days before his 30th birthday. He was later
buried in Gladewater.

A few months after his death, the army awarded Watkins the
Congressional Medal of Honor for his service above and beyond
the call of duty.

President Harry Truman gave Watkins’s posthumous award to
his widow in a ceremony at the White House. Watkins would be
one of 33,000 Americans to lose their lives in the Korean War and
one of 146 men to receive the Medal of Honor during the conflict.

His sacrifice was not forgotten. In 1961, a housing complex at
Fort Sam Houston was named for him.

In June 2000, the navy launched the USNS Watkins, a 950-foot
cargo ship named in honor of Watkins, which has been in service
ever since.
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AIR & HEATING FENCING PAINTING PLUMBING

PRECISION Aire & Heat BOB YOUNG Fencing HAYWOOD Painting LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing
817-563-2665 817-495-5543 817-371-8597 817-715-6747
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net bobyoungfences@hotmail.com lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net
www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com
I MOW 4 YOU
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE ALPINE SERVICES PLUS 817-988-2249 ROOFING
8120 White Setticment R 8172962880 .. corvetteron@hotmailcom  FORRDONIRGRLC
"""" ECE Construction LL.C ALEX’S Lawn Care
COMPUTERS i 817-831-2600 817-793-9096 INSURANCE
MICHAEL’S PC Repair " CHRISTIAN HANDYMAN ™" R ROTLINGTCY (I
‘ 817-945-2667 . 817-560-1774 AMERICAN LEGION Post 297 817-560-9400
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ELECTRIC TAMMY WRIGHT, BROKER alpost297@sbeglobal.net Medicare Quesfions?
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- Ile. i i il. ort Worth, Tx AN TREESERVICE
www.econnllc.com wrightrealtyservicesdfw@gmail.com worship at 9:30am CHAD GREEN Tree Service

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cel)

Weekend Forecast

Friday, May 9:
AM - A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms after 1pm. Partly sunny, with a high near 74.

North wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 55. North northeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday, May 10:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 75. North northeast wind 5 to 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 53. North wind 5 to 10 mph.

Sunday, May 11:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 74. North wind around 5 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 54. North northeast wind around 5 mph becoming calm in the
evening.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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