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From the Sports Desk with John English

Brewer Volleyball Ends 26-Year Drought With Playott Berth;
Football, Cross Country Teams Keep Momentum Rolling

For the first time in more than a quarter of a century, the Brewer
volleyball team is headed to the playoffs. el T

The Bears defeated Fossil Ridge by a score of 3-1 on Friday "
night to clinch their post-season berth, and coach Jill Barkey said
there was certainly drama befitting the occasion.

“What a game,” Barkey said. “Fossil Ridge is tough. I was so
proud of my girls for being so resilient. After winning sets 2 and 3
we started out in set four in a 2-11 deficit, and then came back to
win.”

Barkey said she had one player who had an exceptional match |
for Brewer.

“Sophomore Leini Cortes really stepped up defensively for us
last night,” Barkey said on Saturday. “She

W

'PLAYOFEFS!

helped keep us alive against their very From White Settlement I1SD

strong and consistent offense.” — WSISD Honors Campus Leaders During
Brewer will open the post-season with

Argyle at a time and location to be deter- Princip al Appreciation Month

mined, and Barkey said her players are

ready to roll.

“We’re going to play our first bi-district
match in 26 years against Argyle,” Barkey
said. “We know full well to expect some in-
credible volleyball. And we’re ready to
fight!” (continued on page 5) |

STAFF / STUDENT HOLIDAY

NO SCHOOL

FRIDAY, OCT. 31

: gy . S

Pictured at the Oct. 20 School Board Meeting are: (I-r) Assistant Superintendent

STAFF PD / STUDENT HOLIDAY Heather Crow, Rise Alternative Principal Charlie Etheridge, Brewer High School Principal
N u S c H u u L Tommy Neal, Liberty Elementary Principal Alex Croft, Brewer Middle School Principal
Joanie Shields, Blue Haze Elementary Principal Drew Farr, North STEAM Academy Prin-

MONDAY, NOV. 3 cipal Jennifer Byrd, West Early Learners Academy Principal Chelsea LaPlante, Fine Arts

Academy at Tannahill Principal Brooke Mielinski and Superintendent Frank Molinar.
(continued on page 3)
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PAINTING SERVICES LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

'Callahans , .
(‘V ) Appliance Inc !
Sales » Service « Parts Se"'Vlce
Huge: & ;.e‘ Scratc‘?z’ gg;gt Re-
App\'\a“ce Sale: conditioned '
20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404 -

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor * Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
1s too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN
HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S

We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
e L TE IO, FUE0 B, O] Jere Jell e
modeling, painting, plumbing drains lines cleared,
& Fencing, reasonable. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-
233-5339

Keep getting your news
for FREE!

CLICK HERE
to SUBSCRIBE!

HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,

tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

I MOW 4 YOU

Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249

PLUMBING SERVICES

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING
Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-

pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water TREE SERVICE

heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE w/Low PAYMENTS.

WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Disc. 817-793-9096.

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming « Removals * Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

White Settlement
Historical Museum

8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday

http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!
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Mary Isham Keith Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution

Patriot Paws Brings Purpose and Pups to DAR Meeting

Members of the Mary Isham Keith
Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution were treated to an inspiring
presentation on service and second chances
at their October meeting, as representatives
from Patriot Paws shared how their organi-
zation helps veterans regain independence
through the partnership of well-trained serv-

ice dogs.

Based in Rockwall, the nonprofit Patriot
Paws trains and provides service dogs, at no
cost, to disabled American veterans and
others with mobility challenges. The organ-
1zation partners with the Texas Department
of Criminal Justice, where carefully se-
lected inmates help train the dogs, and with
Texas A&M University, where students also
participate in the training program.

A.C. Sanders, a U.S. veteran and vol-
unteer ambassador, explained how the pro-
gram transforms lives, both for the veterans
and for those involved in training the dogs.
Volunteer puppy trainer Karen Hunnicutt
introduced members to Paige, a 5-month-
old black lab mix already displaying re-
markable focus and discipline. Paige will
one day be paired with a veteran in need,
once her training is complete.

Following the presentation, Regent Pat
Sinclair announced that Patriot Paws for
Service Dogs will serve as the chapter’s on-
going community service project during her
term, allowing members to support the mis-
sion year-round.

The National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) is a non-polit-

Voices of the Land

Celebrating
Native American Heritage

Everyone is welcome

Saturday, November 15, 2025
9 AM-12 PM

White Settlement Historical Museum
8320 Hanon Drive
White Settlement, Texas

Free Admission

Music, Dance Exhibitions, Local Native Artists,
Educational Displays, Food, Children’s Activities

Featuring
Southern Drum
Buffalo Medicine

Head Singer
Michael Tongkeamha, Kiowa

ical women’s service organization whose
members trace their ancestry to patriots who
contributed to America’s independence dur-
ing the Revolutionary War. Each year, DAR
members collectively contribute millions of
volunteer hours to serve their communities
across the nation and abroad.

For more information about the Mary
Isham Keith Chapter or DAR membership,
email mikregent2025@gmail.com

Principal
Appreciation
MOIlth (continued from page 1)

The White Settlement Independent
School District took time during the Oct. 20
school board meeting to celebrate the ded-
ication of WSISD principals in honor of
Principal Appreciation Month.

Superintendent Frank Molinar, Assistant
Superintendent Heather Crow, and the
WSISD Board of Trustees recognized the
district’s campus leaders for their ongoing
commitment to student success and their
vital role in shaping a positive educational
environment across all schools.

Molinar and Crow praised the group for
their leadership, adaptability, and unwaver-
ing support for students and staff, particu-
larly as campuses continue to focus on
innovation and student-centered learning.

WSISD leaders encouraged the com-
munity to join in expressing appreciation for
their campus administrators, noting that
their influence reaches far beyond the class-
room, from fostering academic growth to
building a supportive school culture where
students thrive.

Check out the

Haunted Trails Event
photos on page 4!
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Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt

Community Members Enjoy Spooktacular Trunk-or-Treat and
Haunted Trails Events at VFW 5617 & Central Park

Costumed kids, festive families and plenty of Halloween spirit
filled Central Park on Saturday, Oct. 25, as the City of White Settle-
ment hosted its annual Trunk-or-Treat and Haunted Trails celebra-
tion. The event, one of the city’s most popular fall traditions, offered
a night of community fun with food trucks, games, music, and candy-
filled trunks lining the park. Families strolled through rows of cre-
atively decorated vehicles while enjoying tunes, treats and plenty of
photo-worthy moments.

City staff, community leaders and volunteers, and local organi-

Winnie the Pooh made an appearance in
costume at the VFW!

Mayor Faron Young dressed for the occa-
sion.

Cutest pumpkin in the patch, Miriam Mira
enjoyed collecting candy!

zations helped make the event possible, ensuring a safe and fun Hal-
loween experience for everyone.

The White Settlement VFW Post 5617 also held Trunk-or-Treat
in their parking lot, where expertly decorated vehicles thrilled chil-
dren of all ages and provided a safe and fun alternative to the tradi-
tional trick-or-treating!

With laughter echoing and candy bags overflowing, the night
wrapped up as one of White Settlement’s most spirited evenings yet,
proving once again that Halloween is best enjoyed together.

Jesse Borries, Michelle Borries with | =
R2D2; took him 4 years to create the robot. |

__ John, Kandace, Asher, Jaxon and Ryder
| Espinosa enjoyed the evening!

Paisley, Jason and Ember Hill all dressed
up in fun costumes!
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On the gridiron, the Brewer football team
took one step closer to clinching a playoff
berth on Thursday night with a 45-27 win
over Fossil Ridge.

The Bears improved to 4-2 in district
with the win, and coach Marte Amrine, Jr.
said it was a great team victory for Brewer.

“We scored two special teams touch-
downs as well as a defensive touchdown, so
all three phases performed well,” Amrine
said on Friday. “I thought our guys played
with great effort and we got better last
night.”

The Bears will have their work cut out
for them this week as they take on Denton

Benbrook American

Legion Post 297

First Friday Fish & Grilled Chicken
Burgers & More Following Fridays 6-8pm
Donations Accepted
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

8201 Old Benbrook Rd. 76126

\\VFW STEAK NIGHT!

= Public Welcome
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

Saturday, Nov. 1 ¢ 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Steak Dinner or Pork Chop Dinner
Meal includes:

New York Strip or Pork Chop,
Baked Potato, Salad and Dessert
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10429
1000 Stevens Drive ¢ Benbrook, TX
US 377 South of 1-20, left turn at
Dutch Branch Park Lake Access
Please join us for
Burgers & More
Every Friday 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Thank you for your support!

Ryan at 7 p.m. this evening in Denton, and
Amrine, Jr. said the game should be a great
measuring stick.

“Denton Ryan is a great program and |
know it will be a tough game,” Amrine said.
“We need to extend drives and finish with
points. Defensively we need to limit the big
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Football Photographs by Kolton Williams

extremely challenging, but our runners were
well-prepared thanks to the tough courses
we’ve faced throughout the season.”
Hensel said she expects Carroll to give
her best effort at the state cross country
meet.
“Looking ahead to state, Madison’s ob-

plays and tackle well. It will be a great test jective is to compete with the top ten runners

of where we are a team.”

On the trails, the Brewer cross country
team competed in the regional meet in Lub-
bock last week and had one runner qualify
for state.

and challenge herself to reach new limits by
running with confidence and testing what
she’s capable of,” Hensel said.

BREWER CROSS COUN'I:I}Y

Madison Carroll finished fourth overall [

with a time of 18:52 to earn a spot at the
state meet, while teammate Layla Tayfel fin-
ished 57th with a time of 21:08, “an impres-
sive performance for a freshman and a
valuable experience for her continued devel-
opment,” coach Allex Hensel said.

“Both athletes ran well and showed great
effort throughout the race,” Hensel said.
“The Lubbock course is known for being

Steel Armadillo Bar & Gnll
' at VEW Post 8235 1!

9520 Santa Paula Drive, Fort Worth, Texas 76116
817-731-8235 e Open to the Public!

EVERY FRIDAY:
KARAOKE - 7 to 11 p.m.

| EVERY SATURDAY: ;

TRADITIONAL MILITARY BREAKFAST
Free Coffee! o $7 Donation e 8 - 11 a.m.
RIBEYE STEAK DINNER

$19.95 Donation @ 5 - 9 p.m.
includes: Salad, Baked Potato & Dessert

,.
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MADISON CARROLL
TIME- 18:52

VFW . Post' 5617

580 S. Cherry Lane * 76108

817-246-0891
Community Hall Rentals Available!
Open at 2pm * 7 Days a Week

Darts, Pool and Cornhole, too!
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From the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Explore the Wild Side of Texas:
Free Admission to All State Parks Nov. 2

Texas
State Parks Day

If you’ve ever dreamed of exploring the rolling hills, rugged can-
yons, or quiet beaches of Texas but haven’t made the trip yet, Nov.
2 is your perfect chance.

In celebration of Texas State Parks Day, all 89 Texas State Parks
will offer free day-use admission for one day only, an open invita-
tion to experience the beauty and adventure waiting across the Lone
Star State.

The tradition, first introduced during the 2023 Texas State Parks
Centennial, returns this year as a way to encourage Texans to re-
connect with nature and one another.

“We hope that Texas State Parks Day will inspire all Texans to
get outside and explore what our great state has to offer,” said Rod-
ney Franklin, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) State
Parks Division Director. “We encourage you to spend time with
family and discover what makes our state parks so special.”

From the piney woods of East Texas to the desert landscapes of
Big Bend Country, there’s a park for every kind of explorer. Hikers
can take in breathtaking trails, cyclists can cruise scenic routes, and
families can enjoy everything from paddleboarding and swimming
to bird watching and picnicking under centuries-old oak trees. Many
parks will also host guided walks, educational programs, and
family-friendly events throughout the day.

Visitors can browse the TPWD website to find events and ac-
tivities happening nearby, whether you want a quiet retreat or a full
day of outdoor excitement.

As Texas State Parks Day approaches, park officials are also re-
minding guests of another way to enjoy nature year-round, espe-
cially for those who’ve served the country.

Ahead of Veterans Day on Nov. 11, veterans, active-duty mili-
tary members, and Gold Star families can take advantage of the
Parklands Passport Program, which provides free entry to all Texas
State Parks throughout the year.

“Texas Parks and Wildlife joins everyone in expressing our ap-
preciation to veterans and the service men and women of our mili-
tary,” Franklin said. “We thank you for your service and hope you

enjoy the cooler fall weather and beautiful colors in one of Texas’
state parks.”

Whether it’s hiking the trails at Garner State Park, kayaking
through Caddo Lake’s mysterious cypress groves, or spotting wild-
life at Palo Duro Canyon, there’s no shortage of experiences waiting
across Texas.

Visitors are encouraged to make reservations in advance, as
some parks may reach capacity during the free-admission event.

Reservations can be made online through the TPWD website.

&l All other fees, including camping and facility rentals, will still apply,

and parks will operate under normal hours.

So mark your calendar for Saturday, Nov. 2, pack a picnic, and
set out for a day of discovery. Whether you’re a first-time visitor or
a lifelong park lover, Texas State Parks Day is your invitation to ex-
plore the wild beauty that makes the Lone Star State unforgettable.

From the Project Linus Blanketeers

First Monday Quilt Club:
Project Linus Volunteers Needed

Project ¥ Linus

CPNTS

&

Come join the fun and enjoy great fellowship at the monthly
meeting with the Quilt Club volunteers while you make a differ-
ence in our community and bless others by making quilts for Proj-
ect Linus. The First Monday Quilt Club meets on the first Monday
of each month at Bethany Christian Church located at 1500
Meadow Park Drive in White Settlement from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Instead of a potluck lunch, ladies are asked to bring snack items.
Their next meeting is on Monday, Nov. 3.

Project Linus is a non-profit service organization. The members
of this group are Tarrant County Chapter Project Linus volunteers
who create handmade quilts and blankets that provide warmth and
comfort for local children who have suffered tragedy or illness.
Volunteers also make coverlets for veterans, nursing home res-
idents, and the homeless. No experience is needed. Anyone can
help if you can follow instructions, sew, tie a knot, crochet a blan-
ket, or tell a good joke. Volunteers have lots of fun and high school
students can receive community service credits for participating.
Materials (fabric, batting, thread, and yarn) are provided.

For more information about the mission of Project Linus, visit
www.projectlinus.org. For more information on this group and
meetings, call Virginia Biela at 8§17-244-1263.
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges

From All Hallows’ Eve to Trick-or-Treat:
The Evolution of Halloween Through the Ages

T

Halloween is tomorrow! It’s a day filled with excitement,
charged with the spirit of adventure that makes childhood such a
memorable time. Many children never outgrow their love for the
day and pass on the joy of trick-or-treating to their children and
grandchildren or enjoy Halloween parties as adults. Schools and
churches regularly sponsor trunk-or-treat events and Halloween
parties. It is most popular in the United States, Canada, and Great
Britain. Halloween has a history dating back centuries.

The roots of Halloween lay deep in old Christian traditions. Hal-
loween is separate from the old harvest festivals common in Europe
before the arrival of Christianity, but elements of these traditions
would continue in celebrations in the British Isles.

Pope Gregory III established All Saints’ Day on Nov. 1 as a day
of remembrance in the 730s. From its earliest days, the night of
October 31 was marked as the beginning of the observance. All
Saints’ Day was considered to be a day to remember the deceased,
particularly the saints and martyrs of the church. The English began
referring to All Saints’ Day as Allhallowtide or Hallowmas by 1471.
The word came from older, more archaic words “hallow,” which
meant “holy” while “tide” meant “time.” On the night before, All
Hallow’s Eve, many Roman Catholics at the time would visit cem-
eteries and pray for the dead. Over time, “All Hallow’s Eve” or
“All Hallow’s Evening” was whittled down to “Halloween.”

Elements of trick-or-treating began in the Middle Ages as the
poor would go to the wealthy and ask for special treats for the day,
soul cakes, in exchange for praying for their deceased loved ones.
By the 1800s in Scotland and Ireland, trick-or-treating had evolved
into dressing into costumes and going door-to-door for treats and
moved away from the religious observance.

In Poland, the tradition for Halloween night has long been that
people would pray out loud as they walked through forests in order
to comfort the souls of the deceased. In Spain, church bells ring
through the night to remind the faithful to pray for the dead. In
Eastern Orthodox countries of East Europe, however, prayer vigils
are still sometimes held on the night of Oct. 31. As more Scottish

and Irish immigrants moved to the United States, the trick-or-treat-
ing tradition came with them. Many American children began mak-
ing their own costumes for Halloween by the late 1800s. The term
“trick-or-treating” began to appear in the early twentieth century,
and the famed Halloween tradition had fully established itself across
the nation by the 1920s. Today, various estimates have stated that
as many as 40 million American children participate in trick-or-
treating each year.

Many other features of Halloween are centuries old. In Ireland,
the jack-o-lantern was carved from turnips and carried on All Hal-
low’s Eve to scare off evil spirits, a tradition dating back centuries.
By the time this tradition arrived in the United States by the nine-
teenth century, the native pumpkin began to be used instead. Bob-
bing for apples, a popular Halloween game, dates to the 1700s.

Unlike Christmas, Halloween, particularly as it is practiced in
the United States, is not as widely celebrated around the world.
Many of the traditions observed in America are practiced in Canada,
Scotland, and Ireland. Halloween is slowly catching on in Japan
and in areas of South Korea, Germany, and India, mostly in the
forms of costumes and Halloween parties. It is starting to gain pop-
ularity in Italy, Greece, and France. Even Saudi Arabia began cele-
brating in recent years. Across Mexico and Latin America, All
Saint’s Day and Day of the Dead are celebrated back-to-back on
successive days. Observances for the Day of the Dead are preferred,
taking place each year on Nov. 2 as many will dress up as the dead
on a day to remember friends and family who have passed on. A
popular legend on the Day of the Dead in Latin America is that the
spirits of the deceased will walk the Earth once more on that night.
Schools in Ireland will often close on Halloween while in Mexico,
schools will often close on the Day of the Dead.

In modern times, Americans buy upwards of 90 million pounds
of candy each year. This amounts to nearly $4 billion. The most
popular candy in 2024 was Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups followed
by Peanut M&Ms, according to orders from Instacart. Utah orders
the most candy of any state per capita, about 50 percent above the
national average. In Texas, 2024's most popular candy were Sour
Patch Kids. The most popular children’s costume in 2024 was Beet-
lejuice, followed by Deadpool, both inspired by the popularity of
last year’s films. Spiderman was the most popular in 2023, with an
estimated 2.6 million children dressing up as Spiderman in some
form. Americans typically spend more than $8 billion each year on
costumes and decorations for the evening’s festivities, according to
the National Retail Federation. USA Today, however, reported that
Americans could spend as much as $13 billion on Halloween this
year.

Halloween has been a special part of childhood for generations.
With its continued popularity and mountains of candy, it will con-
tinue to be a part of American culture for years to come.
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Weekend Forecast

Friday, Oct. 31:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 71. Calm wind becoming south southeast around 9 mph in the
afternoon.
PM - Mostly cloudy, with a low around 49. Southeast wind around 5 mph.

Saturday, Nov. 1
AM - A slight chance of showers, with thunderstorms also possible. Mostly sunny, with a high
near 65. East wind around S mph. Chance of precipitation is 20%.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 44. North wind around S mph.

Sunday, Nov. 2:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 68. North northeast wind around 5 mph.
PM - Clear, with a low around 47,

Extended Forecast Click Here
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